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PJtEFJCR. 

M, HERE IS not any book citant in our own, or perhaps iii any othiei 
language, which ceRtaini fuch a fund«f ufeful practical knowledge a« 
Lord Chefterfield's L.etcer8 to his Son, ImprefTcd with this opinion, I 
had procured a copy, from which I meant to expunge every ezceptiona* 
Ucpi.TigCy for the ufe and inftfiidion of my own children. On caf- 
u..ily mentioning the circumftance before fome intelligent peribn«,whn, 
as well as myfelf, were fathers of families, they united in a wiii thartbe 
benefit mieht be mo:e extenfively diliufed ; and that an edition might be 
publiihedyfrom which every fcntiment (hould bccarefuUyexfunged which 
might Ujure or perveit the morals of youth i— they further recommend - 
ci chat the publication might have the faction nt feme name, not alto- 
gether unknown in the reiigiouft world, to give it that currency which 
its utility defer ved. 

The <yfttm of education purfued by the Earl of Chefterfield wan that 
which is peculiarly adapted ibr forming a man of bufinefs, a man of the 
W3rld. The Ufea of this publication may therefore be comprifeU in fcviT 
wo.ds* 

ill. It Will frnre as an excellent guide,a text book to parents andtutor» 
with refpedi tv-the courfe of iltudie5,and the choice of books in the earlier 
ilices ot education,and it includes much elementary knowIedge,conve} ad 
in a ftyie and manner which muft be pleating and inftrudive totheyoung 
iiudent blinfelf. 

2dly. It is well calculated to form a correal and elegant tafte in polite lit* 
erature : it conveys a variety of ufeiul inftru£lions relative to (lyle and 
manner, both iacompofition and in converfaticn. 

r]dl > • Moft of the common and ufeful topics of cor.verfation arc treated 
of in this work, and in a lively manner, and the political anu hiflorica] 
anecdotes frattered throrgh thefe letters aie fuch as are likely ut one? 
to excite a fpiritof inquiry in the minds of youth, and to futniih thein 
with materials both tor tnought and converfation. 

4thly, I do not know fuch ^erftfi'models of the epiftolary ftylr a? tf:e 
letters of Lord Chefterfield } mdeedj as Dr. JShnfon well remaiks of an 
author, *< whoever wiihes to attain an Engliih flyle, familiar but not 
coarfe \ and e>^ant but not oflentatious,^^ will find his time notmifpenc 
In the perjf:ilor this volume. 

5thly. The knowledge of mankind dxfplayed in thefe letters is profoun'j^ 
wic!iout being fyftcmfltic— pra£lical, witlkout being trite. I really do no^ 
know a work in which the human heart is fo well laid open, nor the. 
manners of the world fo accurately* fo faithfully depidled. To a ^oun;^ 
niJi'.i entering into lire, we may,with feme truth, v^en fpcakinp ot ihel-^ 
letters, applv the faying of Loru Mansfield with refptA to Bbckflonc's 
Comir.L'ntaries, ** That had that work been publiflied when he was ai 
ycung m-in, it wouU have faved him at leaft Icven years ftu.iy." 
' Lr.ftiy. To every youn^; pcrl'on whoh.'s bson brwght u»: in rec:rc:n''nt.t'''.e 
jr.'j* of ^i>jil-h:«*?viin^. and i\,r .'biCtvatif ns on th.^ manncrc'.f pj'.lii rj 
f«iC;-.*;y,whicl' he wi-l find hrrc, will prove hi^hlv iftlUuctiv,: ; i"r>*nitl]tm 
he wi'l Icarn at once hov^' to con'-ucl hlmloif, and tojudjje v;it'.i accui^iCy 
OS the maiiiiers and behcviou; of orhrrs. 

1 have only to add, thit 1 be "ave 1 Tiavp prefcrvcJin th's v>lun-|p all 
that is mally ulcful in the four volumes of Lorl Chtrtcrficld's Lctccrs ; i 
l.avc rnii-tedonly whc;t was c»ceptionabl<",or what was mere reictitii-iJ, 
whic'n, though we'l adapted to a. private correfpnndence luch as this, ir\ 
onici ro eiit<ircc principles already laio down, can be rnli; confidoiccl ai 
lunnrr in a c(;nij)Jlaficn tot the public e\e. TViC e7>\\\o\-;.\'^ \ViKtv\\^cvNa 
tH/uOy prc/hrvcJ f mni the /tylf, asv^t;!! as the. knuvrvtrvX-s, -o.^^ ticvvw 
f/iii/f (ff I'.tc auchur. For the bt:ni fit ov tW V.rv^uvU wv.o^x, \\\?. nj-J^^^ 
from ^t<i^rlAni.u.ii;cs Jrc tryntUtea, and 1 have ^d^ce^ iw lv.\s Tvwvt:'^^* 

Ci'^-^^rct^B.'JforU.Rrui, July ,, ^S^.. 
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LETTER I. 

Intreiiu&ioH-^Exb$rtation to- Diligence in Study — Cafo ih 

Cenfir* 

MY DEAR CHXLDy Bath, September the jotn. 



I 



AM very glad to hear that you arc returned from 

your travels well, and in good humour. As I know 
you have a pleafure in learning, I take it for granted 
tliat you have refumed your (ludies ; for time is pre- 
cious, life ihort, and confequently one muft not lofe a 
fingle moment. A man of fenfc knows how to make 
the moft of time, and puts out his whole fum, either to 
intercft or to pkafure : He is never idle ; but conftantly 
employed either in amufements or in ftudy. It is a 
faymg, that idlencfs is the mother of all vice. At 
leaft, it is certain^ that lazinefs is the inheritance of 
fools ; and nothing fo defpicable as a fluggard. 

Cato the Cenfor, an old Roman of great virtue and 
much wifdom, ufed to fay, there were but three adlions 
of his life which he regretted. The firft was, the hav- 
ing told a fecret to his wife ; the Tccond, that he had 
once gone by fea when he might have gone by land 5 
and the thira, the having pafled one day without doing 
any thing. Confidering the manner in which you cm- 
ploy your time, I own that I am envious of the pleafure 
you will have in finding yourfelf more learned thac 
Other hofSg even thok who are oldex l\\wi nwx-As^I*- 

B 
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Wliat honour this will do you I What diftinaM 
what appiaufes will follow^ wherever you go I T 
muft c^nfefs that this cannot but give ^rou pleafi 
Hie being defirous of furpailing tnem io.mctit ; 
-learning is a very laudable ambition ; whereas, 
wifhlng to outfliine others in rank, in expcnfe, 
clothes^ and in equipage, is a filly vanity, that ma 
a man appear ridiculous. 



mm 
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Examples /rem ^ttcient Hiftory cf Gtutrofity and Great, 
MY DEAR ciiiLDy Bath, MoTch the 2I 



I 



HAVE received a4etter from Mr. Maittaire, 
:Avhich he gives a very good account of you. He t< 
me, you are going to begin again what you have 
^ ready learned ; you ought to be very attentive, and \ 
repeat your IclTons like a jarro^, witliout knowi 
what they mean. 

In one of my letters I told vou, that, in order to 
a perfe£tly virtuous man, juuice was not fufficiei 
for tliat gcncrofity and greatnefs of foul implied mi; 
anore. Yqu will undcrlland this better by example 
here are fome. 

Alexander tlie .Great, king of Macedonia, liavi 
. conquered Darius, king of Perua,.tDok an infinite nui 
.ber pf prifoners ; and, among others, the wife a 
mother of Darius. Now, according to the laws 
..•War, he might have made flaves of them \ but he h 
.too much greatnefs of foul to make a bad ufe of 1 
• viftoryj he therefore treated them as queens, a 
fliowed them the fame attention and refpeft as if 
had been their fubjcft ; which Darius hearing, fai 
that Alexander dcfcrved to be viftorious, and w 
. ^lone worthy , to reign in his ftead. Obferve by th 
how virf ue and greatnefs of foul compel even enemi 
.tobeftow praife. 

Julius Caefar too, the firft emperor of the Romar 
was in sin eminent degree poffeffedb£ Viuixi^mt^i -a? 
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this grcatnefs of foul. After having vanquiflicd Pom- 
pey tne Great, at the battle of Fharfalia, he pardoned - 
thofe, whom, according to the laws of war, he might 
have put to death ; and not only gave them their lives, 
but alfo rcftored them their fortunes and their honours. 
Upon which Cicero, in one of his orations, makes this 
beautiful remark, fpeaking to Julius Cxfar : " Fortune 
could not do more for you, than give you the power 
of faving fo many-people •, nor Nature ferve you bet- 
ter, than in giving you the will to do it." You fee by 
that, what glory^and praife are gained by doing good ; 
befides the plealure which is felt inwardly, and exceeds 
all others. 

Adieu ! I (hall conclude this letter, as Cicero often 
does his, Jfu6eo te hine 'valire : that Is to fay, I order you 
to be in good health. 

LETTER Iir 

On Irony,- 
oiAR lOY, Tunbrldge, July the I5lh» 

A THANK you for your concern about my health 5^ 

^hich I would have given you an account of fooncr, . 

bttt that writing does not agree with thefe waters. I 

Ml better fince I have been here j and (hall therefore ; 

ftav a month longer. ' 

oignor Zamboni compliments me, through you,.. 

much more than I xlcferve ; but pray do you take care » 

to defer ve what he fays of you; and -remember, that •' 

praife, when it is not dcCerved, is the fevereft fatire and ; 

abufe ; and the moll effe£tual way of expofing people's ^ 

▼ices and follies- This is a figure of fpcech, called ? 

Irony ; which is fa-ying dircftly the contrary of what { 

you mean ; but yet it is not a lie, becaufe you plainly ^ 

ftiow, that you mean direftly the contrary of what youl 

fay 5 for that you deceive nobody. For example j lif 

*>«€ were to compliment a notorious knave, for his fin-. ,5. 

gvflar honefty and probity, and an eminent fool for hia^ 

wit and parts, the irony is plain ; and every bodylj 

""^uld difcover the latirc^ Or, fuppofe \iaX. 1 'HR^\t xsxij 
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commend you for your great attention to your book, 
and for your retaining and remembering what you have 
onc« learned, in^ould you not plainly perceive tne irony, 
and fee that I laughed at you ? Therefore, whenever 
you are commended for any thing, confider fairly with 
yourfelf, whether you d«ferve it or not ; and if you do 
not defervc it, remember that you are only abuled and 
laughed at ; and endeavour to deferve better for the 
future, and to prevent the irony. 



I 



LETTER IV. 

On Atitntion and DectncjL. 
MT 91AJI BOTy July the 24lh/. 



WAS pleafed with your alking me, the laft time I 
faw you, why I had left off writing : For I looked up- 
on it as a fign that you liked and minded my letters : 
If that be the cafe, you ihall hear from me often enough \ 
and my letters may be of ufe^ if you will give attention 
to tliem \ otherwile it is only giving myielf trouble txy 
nopurpofe \ for it fignifict nothing to read a thing 
once, if one does not mind and remember it. It is a 
Aire fign of a little mind, to be doing one thing, and at 
the fame time to be either thinking of another, or not 
thinking at all. One fhould always think of what one 
is about. When one is learning, one ihould not think 
of play \ and when one is at play, one ihouid not think 
of one's learning. Befides that, if you do not mind 
your book while you are at it, it will be a double 
trouble to you, for you muft learn it all over again. 

One of the moft important points of life is decency ) 

which is to do what is proper, and where it is proper v 

for many things are proper at one time, and in one 

^lace, that are extremely improper in another : For ex- 

itmple ; it is very proper and decent that you* (hould 

;';jlay fomc part of the day, but you muft leel that it 

• srould be very improper and inoecent, if you were to 

f/j^vaur kite, or play at nine pins, while you were 

^jth Mr, Maittzirc. It is proper and decent to danc« 

://j but then you jnuft dance only atbaVh, utid. \)\:^c^^ 
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of entertainment ; for you would be reckoned a focl^ 

>f 70a were to dance at' church, or at a funeral. I 

hcpe, by thefe examples, you underftand the meaning 

of the word dicency ; whicn in French is bienjiana ; in 

Ladii, dectrum \ and in Greek, cr^gjraF. As I am fure 

you defire to gain Mr. Maittairc's approbation, without 

which you will never hare mine, 1 dare fay you will 

mind and give attention to whatever he fays to you, 

and behave yourfelf fcrioufly and decently while you 

are with him ; afterwards play, run, and jump, as 

uuch ns. ever you pleaie. 



I 



LETTER V. 

On Poetry -^Poitical Epithets, ^c. 

T)r-^ EGY, Friday. 



WAS very glad when Mr. Maittaire told me, that 
yeu had more attention now than you ufed to have ; 
for it is the only way to reap any benefit by what you 
learn. Without attention, it is impoffiblc to remember; 
and without remembering, it is but time and labour 
JoH to learn. I hope too, that your attention rs not only 
employed upon words, but upon the fenfe and mean- 
ing of thofe words j tliat is, that when you read, or 
gtit any thing by heart, you obferve the thoughts and 
refleftions of the author, as well as his words. This 
attention will furnifli you with materials, when yo\a. 
come to comppfe and invent upon any fubjcft your*, 
felf ; for example^ when you -read of anger, envy, ha- 
tred, love, pity, or any of -the paflions, obferve what; 
the author fays of them^ and what gpod^br ill efFe£ls 
he afcribes to them. Obferve too the great difiPerenc^ 
between profe and verfc, in treating the fame fubjefts.' 
In verfe, the figures are flronger and bolder, and the 
di£tion or expreflion loftier or higher, than in profe 
nay, the words in verfe are feldom put in the fama or-* 
dcr as in profe. Verfu is full of metaphors, fimilie^ 
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JEntasy die pious .£neas ; fiui \% the epithet i Fsma 
Mndax, Fame that lies ; mtiultix is the epithet : ic^ti^-ii*.vi 

Afiiyyv; ; AchlllfS fwift of foat ; riiaf-i>tiit is 

the epithet. This is the fame in all languages ; aa 
for ir,ftanc« ; they fay in Ticach, L'an.ii fait n iUrai, 
fimour an/iu^le ; in Enctifh, pale, livid Envy, blind Lovc : 
Thcfc adjedtives arc the epithets. Envy is always rep- 
rcfentcd by the poets, as pa'.e, meagre, and pining 
away at other people's happincfs. Ovid fays of Envy, 

f Vixque tenet lacrymai, quod nil lacijnubile ceif it i 

which means, that Envy can fcarcc help crying, when 
flie fees nothing to cry at ; that is, the cries wlien (he 
fees others happy. EHvy is certainly one of the mcaii- 
eft and moll tormenting ef ^1 pafTions, fince there is 
hardly any body that hat not foniething for an envious 
, man td envy ; fo that he can never be happy while he 
fees any body elfe fo. — Adieu ! 

■ LETEER VI. 

Oa Hl^try, Gn^raply, mtid ChiBiieUgy. 
DIAR lov, l.Oewoilb, Stpnnibcr Ibe inih. 

OmCE you promife to give attention, and to mind 
■what you learn, I (hall give myfclf the trouble of wri- 
ting to yon again, and fliall cndeovaur to inflruft you in 
Several things, tliat do not fall under Mr. Maittaire's 
province j and which, if they did, he could teach you. 
much better than I can. I neither pretend nor propofc 
to teach them thoroughly ; yOH are not yet ot an 
li'e fit for it ; I only mean to give you. a general no- 
; tion, at prcfent, of fome things diat you muft learn 
IDore particularly hereiifter, and that wdl then be the 
caGer to you, for having had a general idea of theni> 
now. For example, to give you fome notion of hiftory. 
Hiftory is an account of whatever has been done by 
any country ia general, or by any number of people, 
' or by any one man : Thus, the Roman hiftory is an 
^'.account of what the Romans did^ as a nation ; the hif- 
''ory of Cataline's confpirac* is an account of v*at was 
jffaaekf « ,pajtff Ular atuobei of pw^le y wjdtheiuf- 
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tory of Alexander the Great, written by Quintus Cur 
tius, is the account of the life and adlions ot one fingl 
man. Hiftory is, in fhort, an account o\ relation o 
any thing that has been dond. 

Hiftory is divided into facred and prophane, ancien 
and modern. 

Sacred Hiftory is the Bible, that is, the Old and Ne^ 
Teftament^ The Old Teftament is the hiftory of th< 
Jews, who were God's chofen people 5 and the Nev 
Teftament is the hiftory of Jcfiis Chrift, the Son o 
God. 

Prophane Hiftory is tlie account pf the Heathci 
Gods, fuch as you read in Ovid's Metamorphofes, an« 
of which you will know a great deal more when yc 
come to read Homer, Virgil, and the other ancicri 
poets- 
Ancient Hiftory is the account of all the kingdom 
and countries in tne world, down to the end of th 
Roman Empire.. 

Modern Hiftory is the account of the kingdoms ani 
countries of the world, fince the deftruftion of th 
Roman Empire. 

The pcrfe£l knowledge of hiftory is extremely nee 
cffary \ becaufe, as it informs us of what was done b 
other people, in former ages, it inftiuSs ns what to d 
in the like cafes. Befides, as it is the common fubje£ 
of converfation, it is a fbame to be ignorant of it. 

G^graphy muft neceflarily acccnnpany hiftory \ fo 
it would not be enough to know what things wer 
done formerly, but we muft know where they wet 
done ; and geography, you know, is the defcription c 
the earth, and fhows us tne iituation of towns, countric: 
and rivers. For example ; geography fliows you th; 
England is in the north of Europe, that London is th 
chief town of England, and that it is fituated upon th 
river Thames, in the county of Middlefex ; and th 
fame of other towns and countries. Geography i 
likewife divided into ancient ;cnd modern : Man 
countries and towns having, now, very different name 
from what they had formerly ; and many towns, wb' 

inadc a gtw figure 'ui ancieot vim«S)\>^V)^t,ttfy« >*( 
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17 ckftroyed, and not exiflinj ; as the two famous 
towns of Troy in Afia, and Carthage in Africa ; of 
both which there are rot now the leaft remains, 

Hiftory mufl be accompanied with chronology, as 
well as jreography, or elfe one has but a very confufed 
notion of it ; for it is not fuificient to know what thingf 
have been done, which hiflory teaches us ^ and where 
they have been done, v/Iiich wc learn by^ gco^*raphy ; 
but one muft know when they have been done, and 
that is the particular buiinefs of chronology. I will . 
therefore give you a general notion of it. 

Chronology fixes the dates of fa£ts ; that is, it inr- 
forms us when fuch and fuch things were done ; reck- 
oning from certain periods of time, which are called 
^ras, or epochs -, for example, in Europe, the two 
principal xras, or epochs, by which we reckon, arc, 
from tho creation, of the world to the birth of Chrift, 
"which was four tlioufand years ; and from the birth 
of Chrill: to this time, which is one thoufand feven 
, hundred and thirty nine years \ fo that, when one 
:fpcaks of a thing that was done before the birth of 
! Chrift, one fays, it was done in fuch a year of the 
.' world i as, for inftance, Rome was founded in the 

♦ three thoufand two hundred and twenty fifth year 
j of the world ; which was about fcven hundred and 

* fifty years before the birth of Chrift ; and one fays, 
' that Charlemain was made the firft emperor of Ger- 
many in the year eight hundred ; that is to fay, eight 
hundred years after tlie birth of Chrift. So tnat you 
fee, the two great periods, aeras, or epochs, whence we 
date every thing, arc, the creation of the world, and 
the birth of Jefus Chriit. 

There is another term in chronology, called centu- 
ries, which is only ufed in reckoning alter the birth of 
Chrift. A century means one hundred years ; confe- 
quently, there have been feventccn centuries fince the 
birth of Chriit, ard we arc now in the eighteenth cen- 
tury. When any body f^^ys then, for cxampie, that 
fuch a thing v;as done in the tenth century, they mean, 
^itCY the year nine hundred, and before the year one 
£/jOL/fji2d hftcr the birth of Chrift. Whea any body 
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aakcs a mxftake m chronology, and fays that a tiling 

^is done feme years fooncr, or feme years later, than 

t rcaJly was, tnat error is called an aniichronifm,— 

Jhronology requires memory and attention ; both 

/hich you can have if you plcafe ; and I fliall try them 

oth, by afking you quextions about this letter the next 

imc I fee you. 
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LETTER VIL 

Giireral Vie^w tf Hii^ory and Chronolcgj, 
SXAR B0Y9 ]£ew(^rth, September the ]7tb« 



N my laft letter I explained to you the meaning and 
ufc of hiftory, gcograpny, and chronology, and ftiowed 
vou the connexion tncy had with one another \ that 
IS, how they were joined together, and depended each 
upon the other. The mod ancient hiftones of all arc 
fo mixed with fables, that is, with falfelioods and in- 
vention, that little credit is to be given to them. Th 
autbentici that is, the true ancient hidory, is divide 
into five remarkable periods or xras, of the five gre; 
empires of the world. The firfl empire of the wor 
was the Afiyrian, which was deftroyed by the Medc 
'ITic empire of die Medes was overturned by the P( 
fians \ and the . empire of the Perfians was demolifl- 
by the Macedonians, under Alexander the Great. 'J 
empire of Alexander the Great lafted no lonrer t' 
his life ; for at his death his generals divided the w« 
among them, and went to war with one another ; 
at laft the Roman empire arofe, fwallowed ther 
up^ and Rome became miftrefs of the world. 
member^ then> that the five great empires that fuc< 
cd each other, were thefe : 

I. The Afljrian empire, firft eflablifhed. 
2* The empire of the iVicdes. 

3. The Pcrfian empire. 

4. The Macedonian empire. 

5. The Roman empire. 

The word cbronoloj^y is compounded of th< 
words xf^f^f which fignifics time, ^wdi ivv-^t 
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fijpiifies difcourfe. Chronology and geography are 
called the two eyes of hiftory, becaufe hiftory can never 
be clear, and wellunderftood, without them. Hiftory 
relates fafts •, chronology tells u»at what time or when 
tkofe fa£ts were done ; and geography fhows us in 
^hat place or country they were done. The Greeks 
meafured their time oy Olympiads, which was a fpace 
of four years, called in Greek OAy^T«»j. This method 
of computation had its rife from the Olympic garner, 
which were celebrated the beginning of every fifth 
year, on the banks of thj river A!pheus,.near Olympia, 
a city in Greece. The Greeks, for example, would 
. fay, that fuch a thing happened in iuch a year of fuch an 
. Olympiad ; as, for mftjnce, thr:t Alexander the Great 
died m the firft year of the i r4th Olympiad. The 
firft Olympiad v»^as 774 years before Chrift ; fo, con- 
• fequently, Chrill was born in the firftiyear of the 195th 
Olympiad. 

The period or oera whence the Romans reckoned 
their time v/as from.the building of Rome, which they 
marked thus, ab U, C. that is, ai Urhe Conditd.^ Thus, 
the kings were expelled, and the confular government 
cftablifhed, the 244th alu, C that is, of Rome. 

All Europe now reckons from the great cpocha of< 
the birth of Jefus Chrift, which was ^738 years ago ; 
. fo that, when any body afks in what year did fucn or 
fuch a thin^T hai^pcn, they, mean in what year fince the 
birth of Chrift. 
; For example •, Charlemain, ia French Charlamagne, . 
was made emperor of the Weft in the year 800 ; that 
|is, 800 years after the birth of Chrift-; but: if we fpcak 
iof any event or hiftorical faft that happened before 
that time, we then fay, it happened fo many vears be- 
fore Chrift. For inftance^ wc fay Rome was Duilt 750- 
;years before Chrift. 

The Turks d^te from their Hegira, which was the 
.year of flight of their falfc prophet, Mahomet, from 
..Mecca y and, ?s we fay that fuch a thing was done in • 
tfuch a year of Chrift ; they fay, fuch a thing was done 

; 

'v * From the building. of the city. 
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in fuch ayearof the Hcgira. Their Hcgira begins 
in the 622d yearof Chrift, thatis, above 1 1 00 years ago. 
There arc then two great periods in chronology, 
from which the nations of Europe date extents. The 
firft is the creation. of the world, the fecond tin birth 
•f Jef as Clirift. 

Thofe events that hs^pened before the birth of 
Chvift are dated kom the creation of the world. Thofe 
events which have happened finoe the birth of Chrift, 
are dated from that time j as the prcfent year 1739. 
For example : 

A.M. 

Noah*s flood happened in the year of the world 1656 

£abyi<Mi,was Ixuilt by Semiramis, in the year 1800 

Moles was born' in tnc year - - 2400 

;Troy was taken by the Greeks in' the year - 2800 

Rome founded by Romulus, iujJie year - 3225 

•Alexander the Great conquered Perfia - 3^74 

Jefus Chrift born in the year of the v/orld - 4000 

The meaning of A. M. at the top of thcfe figures, i« 
Jnno Mundiy the Year of the World. 

From the bhrth ©f Chrift all Chriftians date the e- 
vents thsit have happened fince that time, and this is 
called. the'Chriftian a^ra. Sometimes wc fay, that fuch 
a thing ' happened in fuch a year of Chrift, and fome- 
. times we fay. in fuch a century. Now a century is 
one hundred years from the birth of • Chrift ; fo tJiat 
at the end of every hundred years a new century be- 
gins J and we are, confequenily, now in the eighteenth 
century. 

For example, as to the Chriftian sera, or fmce the 
:birth of Chrift: 

Mahomet> the falfe prophet of the Turks, who 

cftablilhed the Mahometan religion, and 

wrote the Alcoran, which is the Turkifh 

. book of religion, died in the feventh century ; 

that is, in the year of Chrift , - - 63 a 

'Charlemain was crowned emperor in the laft 

jrear of the eighth century, that is, iu the ^ 

je^r - - - - ^^^ 



^t*n\ry •■. T^,^;-,, 



24 ELEMENTS OF A 

Here the old Roman empire ended. 

William the Conqueror was crowned king of 

England in the eleventh century, in the year jo66 

The reformation, that is, the Protcftant reli- 
gion, begun by Martin Lutheij in the fix- 
teenth century, in the year - - ^53^ 

Gunpowder invented, by one Bertholodus, z 
German monk, in the fourteenth century^ 
iti the year ^ - - • - 1380 

Printing invented, at Haarlem in Holland, or 
at Strafbourg, or at Mentz in Germany, in 
the fiftecntli century, about the year - 1440 

Adieu ! 



I 



LETTER VIIL 

On Eloquence and Compofition. 
Y«Y DEAR CHILD, Bath, OdlobcT the 17th. 



NDEED I believe you are the fir ft boy to whom 
(undtr the age of eight years) one has ever ventured to 
mention the figures of rhetoric ; but I am of opinion 
that we cannot begin to tliink too young, and that tlic 
art which teaches us how to perfuade the mindj and 
touch the heart, muft furely defcrve tlie earlicfl atten- 
tion. 

You cannot but be convinced, that a man who 
fpeaks and writes with elegance and grace ; who 
makes choice of good words 5 and adorns and erabcl- 
lillies tlie fubjc^ upon which he either fpeaks or 
writes, will perfuade better, and fucceed more eafily in 
obtaining what he wiflics, than a man who docs not 
explain nimfclf clearly, fpeaks his language ill, or 
makes ufe of low and vulgar cxprefficns, and who 
has neither grace nor elegance in any thing that he 
fays. Now it is by rhetoric that the art of fpeaking 

' eloquently is taught ; and, though I cann(it think of 
grounding you in it as yet, 1 would wifli however to 
give you Bn idea of it, fuitable to your age. 

The firfi thing you Ihould Attend to is^ to fpeak 

fy/iatevcr language you do fpe;ik mits ^tft^t.t!& ^xxixv^^ 
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:ording to the rules of grammar ; for we mufi: 
>flend againft grammar, nor make ufe of words 
af% not really words. This is not all ; for not 
k ill is not fufficient ; we muft fpeak well ; and 
k method of attaining to that is, to read the bed: 
i with attention ; and to obfcnre how people of 
. fpeak, and thofe who exprefs themfelres beft ; 
pkeepers, common people, footmen, and maid 
s, all {peak ill. They make ufe of low and 
exprcmons, which people of rank never ufe.— • 
nberSf they join the lingular and plural together .; 
lers, they confound mafculine with feminine ; 
L tenfes, they often take the one for.the other, 
sr to avoid all thefe faults, we mull read with 
bferve the turn and expreflions of the beft au- 
and not pafs a ^^ ord which we do not underftand, 
cernim? which we have the leaft doubt, without 
r inquiring the meaning of it. For example, 
rou read Ovid's Metamorphofes with Mr. Martin, 
ould afk him the meaning of every word you do 
ow ^ and alfo, whether it is a word that may be 
life of in profe, as well as in verfe ; for the lan- 
of poetry is different from that which is prop- 
common difcourfe •, and a man .would be. to 
to make ufe of fome words in profe which are 
appily applied in poetry. In the fame manner 
you read French with Mr. Pelnote, alk him. the 
ig of every word you meet with that is new to 
and defire him to give you examples of the vari- 
ivs in which it may be ufed. All this requires 
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LETTER IX. 

Di^hn of Poitry, 

ngA R BOY, Bath, Odober the 26'ch, 

JL HOUGH poetry differs much from oratory in 
many things, yet it makes ufe of the fame figures of 
rhetoric ; nay, it abounds in metaphors, fimilies, and 
allegories 'y and you may learn the purity of the lan- 
guage, and the ornaments of eloquence, as well by 
reading verfe as profe. Poetical didlion, that is, poet-- 
ical language, is more fublime and lofty than profe, 
and takes liberties which are not allowed in profe, and 
arc called Poetical Licences. This difference between 
verfe and profe you will eafily obfcrve, if you read 
them both with attention. In verfe, things are feldom 
:faid plainly and fimply, as one would fay them in profe; 
but they are defcribed and embelliftied ; as for exam- 
ple, what you hear the watchman fay often in three 
words, a cloudy morning, is faid thus in verfe, in the trag- 
edy of Cato : 

The dawn is overcaft, the mornjng lovvrrr?, 
And heavily in clouds brings on the day. 

This is poetical diftion ; which would be improper in 
profe, though each word feparately may be ufed in 
profe. 

I will give you, here, a very pretty copy of verfes of 

Mr. Waller's, which is extremely poetical, and full of 

images. It is to a lady who played upon tl e lute. — 

The lute, by the way, is an inftrument with many 

-' firings, which are played upon by the fingers. 

Such moving founds from fuch a carelcfs touch, 
So little {he conccrnM, and we fo much ; 
The trembling ftrings about her finj.'crs crowd, 
And tell their joy, for every kifs, aloud. 
Small force there needs to make them tremble fo, 
Touch'd by that hand, who would not tremble too ? 
Here Love takes ftand, and, while fhe chairas the car. 
Empties his quiver on the Uft'ning deer. 
Muiic fo foftens and difarms the mind. 
That not one arrow can refiftance find. 
Thus :be fair tyrant celebrates the prize, 
^nd A6ts herfelf the triumph af her eye^. 
So Nero once, vrith harp in hand, furvcy'd 
^fs /JamJDg Rome ; and aj it b»rnt, he ^\av\\. 



He 

touchcp 
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Mind a'l the poetical bcr^uties of tlicle vcrfes. 
fupp:jfes the lourAls of the ilrings, when ihc to 
them to be ilic CNprcfTion of their joy for killing her 
fingers. Tlitn he comjrires the trembling ot the 
ilrinqs to the trembllnij of a lover, who is fuppofed to 
tremjie r.'itli joy and a we when touched by the perfon 
he loves, lie r'eprcfcnts Love (who, you know, is dc- 
fcribed as a little boy, with a bow, arrows, and a 
quiver) as (landing by ncr, and (liooting his arrows at 
people's hearts, while her mufic foftcns and difarms 
them. Then he concludes with that fine fimile of 
NcrD, a very cruel Roman emperor, who fet Rome on 
fire, and phiyed on riie harp all the while it was burn- 
ing ; for, as Love is rcprefcnted by tlie poets as fire 
ai«l flai-JKS 5 To 111 e, while people were ourning for 
l'»v£ of her, played, as Nero did while Rome, which 
li^harl i"e: on fife, was burning. Pray get thcie verfcs 
by lu-art i»^ainic I fve you. Adieu I 



I LETTER X. 

I'cJr/y And Bajkfulnefs. 
MY DCAR CHILD, Bath, O^lcboT the IQth* 

jivAOBESTY is a very rrood quality, and which gcn- 
ciitljy accompiniies true merit ; it cngaj^es and capti- 
vates the minds of people 5 as, on the other hand, 
nothing is more ihoekiiip; and difguftful than prcfump- 
lion and impudence. AVe cannot like a man who is 
aJwiys commending and fpeaking well of himfelf, and 
wlio is the hero of his ov/n ftory. On the contrary, 
a man who eiuitavours to conceal his own merit ; 
who fets that of ether people in its true light \ who 
fpeaks but little of himielf, and with modefty : Such 
a man makes a favourable impreflion upon the under- 
ftanding of his hearers, and acquires their love and 
cftecm. 

There is, however, a great difference between mod- 
efty and an awkward ba(hfulnefs, which is as ridiculous 
as true modefty is commendable. It is as abfurd to be 
« fimplctcn as to be; an impudent icWow s "^xA. cix^a 
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ought to know how to coiTiC into a room, fpcak to peo" 
pic, and anfwer them, without being out of counte* 
nance, or without embarrafiment. A mean fellow, 
or a country bumpkin, is aftiamed when he comes inta 

food company ; he appears embarraflcd, does not 
now what to do with his hands, is difconcertcd when* 
fpoken to,anfwers with difficulty, and almoil ftammers-. 
whereas a gentleman, who is ufed to the world, 
comes into company with a graceful and proper aflur- 
ance, fpcaks even to people he docs not know without 
cmbarrafTment, and m a natural and eafy manner.-^— 
Thia is called ufagc of the world and good breeding ; 
a moft neceflary and important knowledge in the inter- 
courfe of life. It frequently happens tliat a man with 
a great deal of fenfe, but with little ufage of the world. 
Is not fo wcH received' as one of inferior par^s,. but 
with a gentleman-like behaviour. 

Theic are matters worthy your attention j rcflefk on 
them, and unite modeft to a polite and eafy behaviour. 

Adieu r 



LETTER XI. 

On Oratory, 
99k9c 9or, November the id* 

JLrfET us return to oratory, or the art of fpcaking 
well 5 which ihould never be entirely out of your 
thoughts, fince it is fo ufeful in every part of life, and 
foabfolutcly neceflary in moft. A man Can make na 
figure without it, in parliament, in the church, or in 
the law ', and even in common converfation, a marv 
that has acquired an? eafy and habitual eloquence, who 
Ipeaks properly and accurately, will have a great ad- 
vantage over thofe who fpeak incorre£tly and inele- 
gantly. 

The bufinefs of oratory, as 1 have told you before,, 

is to perfuade people ; and you eafily feel, that to 

pleafe people is a great ftep towards pcrfuadlng them. 

You mull then* confcay.entlv> be fenfible how advan- 

tageotjs it is for a man, who lpcak;> in public, whether 
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It be in parliament, in the pulpit, or at the bar (that is, 
iu the courts of bw) topleafe his hearers fo much as 
to gain their attention ; which he can never do with- 
out the help of oratory. It is not enough to fpeak 
tlv: language he fpeaks in, in its utmoft purity, and 
accordinj^ to the rules of grammar ; but he mult fpeak 
it elepintly ; that is, he mud choofe the beft and moft 
cxpre'.live words, and put them in the beft order. He 
ihoiild likewrfc adorn what he fays by proper meta- 
phors, fL-iiilies, and other figures of rhetoric 5 and he 
fnculd enliven ir, if he can, by quick and fprightly 
turns of wit. For example, fuppofe you had si mind 
to perfuade Mr. Maittaire togive you a holiday, would 
ycu bluntly fay to him. Give me a holiday ? That 
would certainly' not be the way to perfuade him to it. 
l^ut vou fliould endeavour firft to pleafo him, and 
priti feis attention by telling him, that your experience 
cf his gcodnefs and indulgence encouraged you to aik 
a favour of him ; that, if he lliould not think proper 
to grant it, at leaft you hoped he would not take it ill 
that you alked it. Then you fliould tell him what it 
v/.'.s that you wanted -, tliat it was a holiday ; for 
which you fhould give your rcafons ; as, that you had 
ftich or fuch a thing to do, or fuch a place to go to, 
i'hen you might urge fomc arguments why he mould 
net reiufe you ; as, thnt you have feldom a&ed that fa- 
vour, and that you feldom will ; and that the mind 
TTiZy Icmetimcs require a little reft from labour, as well 
astlie body. This you may illuftrate by a fimile, and 
fay, that, as th« bow is the ftronger for being fomc- 
times unftrung and unbent, fo the mind will be capa- 
ble of more attention for being now and then cafy and 
relaxed. 

This is a little oration, fit for fuch a little orator a^ 
you ; but, however, it will make you underftand what 
IS meant by oratory and eloquence •, which is to per* 
fuadc. I hope you will have that tftknt hereafter iu 
greater matters- 
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LETTER XII. 

Poitry and Mitre, 
DEAR Bor, Tunbriilge, July the igih. 



S 



INCE you arc fo ready at the meafure of Greek 
u»d Latin verfes, as Mr. Maittaire writea me word you 
arc, he will poffibly, before it. is very long, try your in- 
vention a little, and fet you to make fome of your own 
compoiition ; you fliould therefore begin to confider 
, not only the meafure of the verfes you read, but like- 
' wife the thoughts of the poet, and the. fimilies, meta« 
^ phors, and allufions, which are the ornaments of poetry, 
> and raife it above the profe ; and diftinguifli it from* 
profe as much as the meafure docs. This attention 
to the thoughts and di£Hon of other poets will fuggeft 
both matter, tnd the manner of expreffing it, to you,- 
"v^en you come to invent yourfelf. Thoughts are the 
fame in every language, and a good thought in one: 
language is a good one in every other ; thus, if you 
attend to the thoughts and images in French or Eng- 
IHhpectry, they will be of ufe to you when you com- 
pofe in Latin or Greek. I have met lately with a very 
pretty copy of Englifh verfes, which I here fend you 
to karn by heart 5 out firft, I will give you the thought 
in profe, that 3rou may obferve how it is exprcffed, and 
t adorned by poetical diflrion. 

^ The poet tells his miftrefs, Florelk, that flie is fa 

1 unkind to him, fhe will not even fuffer him to look at 

Itier ; that, to avoid her cruchy, he ad<lrefle8 himfelf to 

Mher women who receive him kindly ; but that, not- 

^•vithftanding this, his heart always returns to her, 

i though (he ufes him fo ill ; and then he concludes^ 

ir^ith this beautiful and apt fimilie, in which he com- 

t javes his fate to that of exiles (that is^ people who arc 

fi>anifhed fram their awn country) who, tiiough they 

.yirc pitied in whatever country they go to, yet long to 

etum to their own, where tbey are lure to be ufed ill, 

yir.d punifhed. - * 

'^ Whv will Florella, when I ga«e, 
ifl My raviih'd eves teprove, 

», Andliidc from tnem the only face 
~ Thfy can behold with love ? 



fOLITE EDUCATION. 3I 

To /hun her fcorny and rafc my care, 

I feelc a nymph more kind, 
And while 1 rove from fair Co fair, 

Still gentler ufage find. 

But O ! how faint is every j )y, 

Where Nature has no part ! 
New beauties may mv eye& employ^ 
* But you engnge my heart. 

So reftTefs exi]e8> doomM to roam, ") 

Meet pity every where ; ( t^ c m* 

Yet languifli for their native home, f ^ ^^^ hmrlic. 

Though death attends them there. j 

You will obferve diat thcfe verfes have alternate 
rhymes ; that is, the third line rhymeji to the firft, and 
the fourtli line to the fecond ; the firft and third lines 
having four feet each ; and the fecond and fourth hav- 
ing but thr«e feet each. A foot, in Englifh verfe, is 
mod commonly two fyllabks. 

To ufe your ear a little to Englifli vcrfe, and to 
«ake yoii attend to the fenfe too, I have tranfpofed 
the words of the following lines •, which I would 
have you put in their proper order, and fend me in 
your next. 

L}fe confidcr cheat a when tis all I 
. Hope wi:h foolM, deceit men yet with favour 
Repay wilJ to-morrow truft on th'nlc ami 
FalTer former day to-morrow's than tlie 
Worfc lies bleft be fha'l whenand we ».iys It 
Hope new rome^oifv:fs'd cuts ofi' with .ve wh^t. 

Adieu ? 



LETTER Xlir. 

Poetical Licences^ 
BtAK Bor, Tunbridge, Auguft the 14th, 

X AM very glad to hear from Mr. Maittaire, that 

£u are fo ready at fcanning both Greek and Latin ver- 
J ; but I hope you mind the fenfe of the words, as 
well as the quantities. The great advantage of know- 
ing many languages, conGfts in underflanding the fenfe 
of thofe nations, and authors, who fpeak and write 
thofe languages ; but not being able to repeat the 
words like a parrot, without knowing their true force 



d meaning. The poets require your attention 
fervation more than the profe authors ; poetry b 
Dre out of t]ie common way than prole com pulii 
s. Poets have greater hberties allowed them 
ofe writers, which is called the poetical licenc 
Drace fays, that poets and painters have an e 
ivilege or attempting any thing. FidJion, tha 
mention, is faid to be the foul of poetry. For C3 
", the poets give' life to fcveral inanimate thii 
at 18, to things that have no life ; as for infts 
ey reprefcnt the pafiions, as Love, Fury, Envy, 
idcr human figures •, which figures are allegori 
at is, reprefcnt the qualities and efle£ls of thofe 
•ns. Thus the poets reprefcnt Love as a little 
lied Cupid, becaufc love is the paiTion of joung 
I chiefly. He is reprefentcd blind likcwife, bee 
)ve makes no dillintlion, and takes away the j 
int. He has a bow^ and arrows, \vith which 1 
ppofed to wound people, becaufc Love gives p 
d he has a pair of wines to fiy withj'bcciiufe j 
changeable, and apt to fi)^ from one objeft to ano 
try is likcwifc reprefentcd under the figures of t 
)men, called the three furies, Ale6bo, Megjera, 
iijphone. They ere defcribed, with lighted tor 
flimbeaux in their hands, becaufe Rage and ' 
for fetting iire to every thing. They are like 
2wn with fcrpents hiffing about their neads, bee 
•pentS are poifonous and deflruCtive animals, i 
defcribed as a woman, melancholy, pale, livid, 
ling ; becaufe envious people are never pleafed^ 
vays repining at other ^people's happinefs. S! 
3pofedto feed upon ferpents ; becaufe envious 
: only comfort themfelvcs with the misfortun< 
lers. 

With this pafTion I hope you will have too gene 
nind ever to be infeSed ; but that, on the cont 
a will apply yourfelf to virtue and learning, in 
nanner as to become, an objcft of envy yourfelf. 

Adi 



I 
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LETTER XIV. 

Defcrifti'ut Pcitrj. , ,.£/it/ its . 
War bdy, Friday. 



MENTIONED defcrlption, or painting, as one of 




thing before our cyt" 
I will now give you an excellent piece of painting, 
or defcription, in Englifli vcrfe ; it is in the tragedy of 
Phxdra and Hippolytus. Phxdr?. was the fccond wife 
of the famous Ihefeus, one of the firft kings of Athens ; 
and Hippolytus was his fon by his Former wife. Look 
for the furtncr particulars ©f tlicir i\cxy in your dic- 
tionary, under the articles Phcdra imd llippolicui. 

So wlien bright Venui yielded up hej cliijmi, 
'Thtblcji Adonlt lMi|;uiih'J in \\zt anr.:. 
'His idle horn on fragrant myrtles hung \ 
His ^rrovftfcattir'd, and his how urftt uh^ 
Obfcure, in coverts, lie his dreaming hounJ'y 
And bay ihefanckd b^ar ffhhfubie f^>unds. 
For nobler (portj iic quits xhtjai'age lields, 
And ail tiie hfro to the lover yields. 

I have marked the epithets, that you may the better 
obfervc them. Venus is called bright^ upon account 
of her beauty; Adonis is called bl^^ bcciufc Venus 
was in love with him •, his horn is faid to be idle^ bc- 
caufe he then laid it by, and made no ufe of it \ the 
myrtles arc called /ra/r^;//, becaufe the myrtle is a 
fweet fmclling tree ; moreover, the myrtle is the par- 
ticular tree facred to Venus ; fcatterd arrows, bccaufc 
laid by here and tlicre carelefsly. The bow unftrun^ ; 
it was the cuftom to un firing the bow when tncy did 
not ufe it, and it was the monger for it afterwards. 
Dreaming hounds ; Iiounds that are ufcd to hunt often 
dream they are hunting ; as appears by their making 
the fame noife, only not lb loud, when they are alleep, 
as they <lo when they are hunting fonie wild beaft ; 
thererorc, the founds are called feeble. Salvage fields ; 
fo called from the roughncfs of held fporls, in compar- 
ifon with the tendernefs and foftnefs of love. 

Adonis was extremely handfomCj aud a ^v^^t. t^o^^C- 
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* n-:aii ; lie ufcd to employ his whole time in h 
bo.us and other wild btaits. Venus fell in loy 
him, and ufcd frtqucntly to come down to hix 
w«s at lail killed by a wild boar, to the great [ 
Venus. Lock for Adciiis in your didionar; 
tliough you have read his (lory in Ovid's Metam 
fcs, I believe that excellent mcr.^iory of yours 
refrefliing. Hence, when a man is extremely 

\ fome, he is called, by metaphor an i\don:s. — A< 

•^^— «— —— I II H I ■ ■■ ■— — «.^ ■ III II I I II I ■ — — «.«»^M» 

LE'n^ER XV- 

Poetical Defcription, 

\T 
JL OUR laft tranflations were very well done, 

believe you begin to apply yourfclf more. TI 

may depend upon, that the more you apply, tin 

vou will find your loariiing, and the locner yc 

have done with it. But, as. 1 have often tcld y 

fore, it is not the words only that you fliould 

, but the fenfe and beauties ot the authors you 

^ which will furnifh you with matter, and teach 

, think juftly upon fubjcds. For example, if yoi 

to fay in poetry that it was morning, you 

; not barely lay it waj morning, that would 

poetical ; but ycu would reprefent the m 

, under fome image, or by defcription j as thus, 



I Lo ! from the rsjiy cad, her /\7r/)/<? doors 

The Mom unioiUE, adcin'd wwh blujhing flc.wers. 

The //^fl't/ (rr^r^ dr4w oir a-^ii diiappe i, 1 

4 \\ho\<. uri^it b.\tta.i()ns,. laHIy. l-iscifer > 

*- Brinp up, and quiis his Itation in the reir. 3 

i Obferve, that the day always rifes in the cafl 
r therefore it is faid, from the rofy eaft ; rc/y is tl 
; thct to eaft, becaufe the break of day, or the A 
I is of a reddilh rofy colour. Obferve too, that I 
is the name of that flar that difappears lafl: in the 
! ing ; for the aftronomers have given names ro n 
f the ftars. The three laft lines, which have fch( 
I rhymes are called a triplet, which is alwayo marl 
• I have marked it. Here is another way of fayi? 
Jt Is morning, as Virgil exprefTes it : 
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And now Aurora, harbinger of dry, 
Kofc trcnt *hc j7:^rcn i>eJ v^cre 1 i". lou ■ *v, 
/\iid fpiij.kUd o cr the wo.-ic with m ;:■ /"wr "i'ht : 
Tne fun now fhi'-'^g, aii tliin.-i'- h»i»L-i.r to fi^hr. 

I/)ok in your diftionarv for t/ie ar^icles Aurora and 
Tithonus, where ycu wili tind their ilory, 'J 'iihon was 
the hufband. of Aurora. Aurora, in poetical Lmguage, 
mean* the break of day, or the firft part of the morning. 
Harbinger (by the way) means forerunner, or a pcr- 
fon who is lent before hand, by dnotlier, upon a jour- 
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the morning, is called, by a metaphor, the harbinger of 
day, becau^ it foreruns the day. 

1 expect very good verfes, of your making, by that 
time you arc ten years old ; and then you fliali be called 
?f.(^ Df«/w//,* which will be a very uucomiiion, and, 
confequently, a very glorious tirie. Adieu ! 

LETTER XVI. 

Ofiracifm of the Athenians »,,, Readings 
DEAR BOY, Bath, Oiilobcr cl.e X4t!i* 

OINCE I have recommended to you to tlilnk upon 

fubjcfts, and to con Oder things in their vr*rioufi lights 

and circumftances, I am perfuaded you have made fucii 

aprogrcfs, that I (hall fomctimes defire your opinion, 

upon difficult points, in order to form my own. For 

inftance, though I have, in general, a great veneration 

for the manners and cuiloms of the ancients, yet I am 

in feme doubt whether the oilracifm of the Athenians 

WIS either juft or prudent ; and fliould be j;l:id to be 

determined by your opinion. You know very well, 

that tlie ofiracifm was tlie method of bamiliing thofe 

whofe diftinguiftied virtue mac^-^ them popular, and 

confequently (as the Athenians thought) dangerous to 

the public liberty. And, if fix. hiindred citizens of 

Athens gave in tne name of any one Al\\ev\\'a.T\^vc\\x??J5.\\ 

^ II. — ■ ■ ' 

* A rcRV cf ten v-iars o'.d. 
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. upon an oyfter (hell fwhence It is called oftracifm) that 
i man was banifhcd Atnens for ten years. On one hand, 
it is certain) th^it a free people cannot be too careful 
or jealous of their liberty ; and it is certain too, that 
the love and applaufe of mankind will always at* 
tend a man of eminent and diftinguifhed virtue ; con- 
fequently, they are more likely to give up their liberties 
to fuch a one than to another of lefs merit. But then^ 
on the other hand, it feems extraordinary to difcourage 
virtue upon any account, fince it is only by virtue that 
any fociety can flourifh, and be confidcraole. There 
are many more arguments, on each fide of this queftion^ 
, ^hich will naturally occur to you ; and, when you 
have confidered them well, I defire you will write me 
your opinion, whether the oftracifm was a right or 
wrong thing ; and your reafons for being of that opin- 
ion. Let nobody help you« but give me exaftly your 
own fentiments, and your own reafons, whatever they 
are. 

I hope Mr. Pelnote makes you read RoUin with 
great care and attention, and recapitulate to him what- 
ever you have read that day ; I hope, too, that he 
makes you read aloud, diftintlly, and obferve the flops. 
Defire your mamma to tell him fo from me ; and the 
fame to Mr. \.artin ; for it is a fliame not to .read per- 
feftly well. 

LETTER XVIL 

Stu^jf of Languages. ,„LatiH Radicak. 

pyA « BOY, 

JL he (hortcft and beft way of learning a language is 
to know the roots of it ; that is, thofe original, primi- 
tive words, of which many other words are made, by 
adding a letter, or a prepofition to them, or by fome 
fuch imall variation, which makes fome difference in 
the fenfe ; thus, you will obferve, that the prepofitions, 
^, a^, a^j, g, ix, /re, fra, f9r^ Uter, circum,^uptr^ trans ^ and 

mmny others, when added to die ^fivioaitoc verb or 
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r.-un, alter its fignification accordingly ; and, when 
you have obfervcd this in tliree or four inftances, yo« 
V ill know it in all. It is like wife the fame in thft 
Greek, where, when you once know the roots, you 
will foon know the branches. Thus, in the paper I 
fond you to get by heart, you will obferve, mat the 
verbyir* I carry, is the root of fixtcen others, whofc 
fignifications differ from the root, only by the addi- 
tion of a letter or two, or a prepofition ; which letters 
or prepofitions mak« the fame alterations to all words 
to which they are added : as, for example, ex^ which 
figniiies out, when joined to eo, I go, makes I go out, 
txeo ; when joined to traho^ I draw, it makes, 1 draw 
out, extraho ; and fo in all other cafes of the fame na- 
ture. The prepofition /^r, which fignifies thoroughly 
or completely, as well as ^, when, joined to a ven) or 
noun, adds that fignification to it ; when added to 
fer§^ I carry, it makes ftrftroy I carry thoroughly ; when 
added to faeky I do, it makes perficioy I finifh, I do tho- 
roughly, I complete : when added to nouns, it has the 
fame effeft ; ^lijialht hard 5 perdijidlis^ thoroughly, 
completely hard ; jucundus^ agreeable ; perjucundus^ tho- 
roughly, complc tely agreeable. If you attend to thefc 
obftrrvations, it will fave you a good deal of trouble in 
looking in the Dictionary. As you arc now pretty 
well maftcr of moft of tlie rules, what you cnicfly 
want, both in Latin ^vA Greek, is the words, in order 
tocoullrue authors ; and therefore I would advife you 
to write down, and learn by heart, every day, for your 
own amufr.Tiient, befides wnat you do with Mr. Mait- 
taire, ten words in Greek, Latin, and Englifli, out of 
a diftionary, or a vocabulary, which will go a great 
way in a year's time, confidering the words you know 
alroady, r*nd rhofe you will learn befides in conftruing 
with I\Ir. i^Iaittaire. Adieu ! 



D 



3B 



ELEMENTS OF A 



« LETTER XVIII. 

cH Memoiy.t,»Aiiintion,»**Pefiure in Reading, 

\1^ BEAR BOY) Tue/d 

JL WISH I had as much reafon to be fatisfied w 
your remembering what* you have once learned, 
with your learning it ; but what fignifics your learni 
any tning foon, if you forget it as foon ? Memory < 

})cnd8 upon attention, and your forgetfulnefs procet 
ingly irom a want of attention. For example, 
4are fay, if I told you that fuch a day next day wc 
you fhould have fomething that you liked, you woi 

• . certainly remember ^the day, ana call upon me for 
'( And why ? Only becaufe you would attend to it. A 
>■ now, a Greek or a Latin verfe is as eafilv retained 
■a day of the week, if you would give the fame attc 

tion to it. I now remember, and can ilill repeat, 

! thatllearnt when I was of your age •, but it is becai 

. ' I then attended to it, knowing that a little atteijti 

? » would fave me the trouble of learning the fan^e thir 

' overand over again. Aman willnevcr do any thing w( 

'^ that cannot command his attention immediatcly.frc 

• one thing to anotlicr, as occafion requires. 1/ wh 
*• he is at his bufihefc he thinks of his divcrfion^, or 
^ while he is at his diverGons he thinks of his buGne 
^ ' he will fucceed in neither, but do both very aukwai 
*! ly. II cage, was a maxim among the Romans, whi 

means. Do what you are about, and do that only. 
}• little mind is always hurried by twenty things at one 
I* - but a man of fenfe does but one thing at a tim^c, a: 
'^.^ refolves to excel in it ; for whatever is worth doing 
^•. all, is worth doing well. Therefore remember 

. giveypurfelf up entirely to the thing yojiir are doij: 

iy* Beit what it may, whether your book or your pla^ 

for if you have a right ambition, you will defirc to c 

y ! eel all boys of your age, at cricket, at trap-ball, as w 

:A as in learning. You have one rival in learning, w he 

*»* I am furc you ought to take particular care to exc 

^ )^ snd that is your own pifture. Remember what 

' wr/ticn there, nnd confider \yhat a fliamc it would I 
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i( when you are eiec^nnif\y you fliould riot have got fur- 
ther than you were oSennisf^ Who would not take 
pains to avoid fucha difgrace ? 

Another thing I muft mention to you, which though^ 
not of the fame confequence, is however, worth 
minding— and that is, the trick you have got of look- 
ing cloS to your book, when you read, which is only 
a trick, for 1 am fure you are not fhort-Cghted. It is 
an ugly trick, and has a dull look, and, over and above, 
trill fpoil your eyes ; therefore always hold your book 
as far off as you can when you read, and you will foon 
coiue to read at a^ great diltance. Thefe little things 
are not to be neglefted ; for thfe very beft things receive 
feme addition, by a genteel and graceful manner of- 
doing them. Demofthenes, the famous Grsecian ora-^ 
tor, being aflced which were the three principal parts o£ 
an orator, anfwered, Aftion, aftion, action;-— meanings 
that the force and perfuafion of an orator confiftcd % 
great deal in his graceful a£lion, and good elocution. 
Adieu 1 
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LETTER XIX. 

On J mb it ion ..Dijjennt QharnSlcrs it fffumes* 

DIAR BOY, 



SEND you here a-feW more Latin roots, though lam' 
not fure that you will like my roots fo well as thofe 
that grow in your garden ; however, if you will at- 
tend to them, they may fave you a great deal of trouble. 
'ITiefe few will naturally point out many others to your 
own obfcrvation, and enable you, by comparifon, to 
find out mod derived and compound words, when 
once you know the orfginal root cf theln. You are 
old enough now to make obfcivations upon what )o\x 
learn ; which, if you would be pleafed to do, you can- 
not imagine how much time and trouble it would fave 
yon. Remember, yoii are now very near nine years 
old-r-an age at whicli all boys ought to know a great 
deal, but you, r^articularly, a great deal more, con- 
fidjring the care and pains that have been employed 
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about you ; and, it you do not anfwer thofe expcda- 
tionS) you will lofc your charaQer, which is the mod 
mortifying thing tnat can happen to a c;enerour 
mind. Every body has ambition, of feme kind or 
other, and is vexed when that'ambiticn is ciifappointed: 
the difference is, that the ambition of filly people is a 
L iilly and miftaken ambition, and the ambition of peo- 
ple of fenfc is a right and commendable one. For in- 
fiance, the ambition of a filly boy, of your age, would 
be to have fine clothes, and money to throw away in 
idle follies 5 which, you plainly fee, would be no proofa 
of merit in him, but only of folly in his parents, in- 
dreffing him out like a jackanapes, and giving him 
money to play the fool with. Whereas a boy of gootl* 
fcnfc places his ambition in excelling other boys of his 
own age, ^nd even older, in virtue and knowledge. 
Il Hh glory is in being known always to fpeak the truths 
[; in ihowmg jgood«nature and compaffion, in learning 
f quicker, andapplying himfelf more, than other boys. 
j" Thefe are real proofs of merit in him, and confequent- 
[- Iv proper objefts of ambition 5 and will acquire him a 
f, folid reputation in charaftcr. This holds true in men,, 
y as well as in boys : the ambition of a filly fellow will 
;, fee to have a nne equipage, a fine houfe, and fine 
clothes ; things which any oody, that has as much mo- 
^\ ncy, may have as well as he — for they are all to be 
I! bought : but the ambition of a man of tenfe and hon- 
* j our is, to he diftinguiftied by a charafter and reputation 
I of knowledge, truth, and virtue — things which are not 
i to be bought, and that can only be acquired by a good. 
head and a good heart* Such was the ambition of the 
Lacedaemonians and the Romans, when they made the . 

Scateft figure s and. fucIvJiope> yours will always be*, 
dieu! 

I 



mmm 



/ 



I- POLITE EDUCATION. 4* 

LETTER XX. 

Pl^giarijm.,, Poetical Defcription. 

, riAK 10 Y, '. Thurfdajr, 

I OU will ftldom hear from me vrithout an admoni- 
lion to think. All you learn, and all you can read>. 
will be of little nfcv if you do not thmk and reafon up- 
on it ycurfelf. One reads to know other people's 
thoughts J but if we take them upon truft, witnout 
examining and comparing them with our own,, it is re- 
ally living upon other people's fcraps, or retailing other 
people's goods. To know the thoughts of others is of- 
ufc, becaufe it fuggefts thoughts to one's-felf, and helps 
o:^ to form a judgment 5 but to repeat other people's 
thoughts, without confidering whether they are right or 
wrong, is- the talent only of a parrot, or at moft a 
plijrtr. 

It night were given you. as a fubjcft to compofe up- 
on, you would do very well to look what the beft au- 
thors have faid upon it, in order to help your own in- 
vention ; but then yoiv muft think of it afterwards 
yourfelf, and exprefe it in your own manner, or elfc 
you would be at bed but a plagiary. A plagiary is a 
man who ftcals otlier people s tnoughts, and puts them 
off for his own. You would find, for example, tlie 
following account (^f Night: in Virgil : 

'T'vas ci«a«l ot night, whf n weary bodies clofc 
T^i-j'-'Cyes i^i Ktimy .neen, and ioti repofe : 
'Jhcwinls no longer whiTpcr through the woods, 
Nir murm'rio^ tiJci d'.duib. the gen'lf? floods. 
The iiarsin nlent order imved around, 
jft.fjd p'jA'c, with downy winss, was brooding on the ground. 
The floclcs and herds,, and parti -coloured t'ovtl, 
Y«/hic)i haunt the woods, and fv/im thewceiiy pool, 
Stretch'd on the quiet earth fecireJy lay. 
Forfeiting the pait labours of tlie day. 

Here you fee the effects of night ; that it brings reft ' 
to men, when they are wearied with the labours of tlie ' 
day •, that the ftars move in their regular courfe ; that { 
flocks and birds repofe themfelves, and enjoy the quiet\i 
of the night. This, upon examination, you would | 
find to be all true : but then, upon conftderutlon tco,, 1 
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^ould find, that it is not all that is to be faid upon 
: and many more qualities and efleds of night 
occur to you. As, for inflancc, though night 
;cneral the time of quiet and repofe, yet it is oft- 
2 time too for the eommiffion and fecurity of 
} ; fuch as robberies, murders, and violations ^ 
I generally feek the advantage, of darknefs as fa- ■ 
ble for the cfcapes of the guilty. Night too, tho' 
tgs reft and refreshment to the innocent and vir-- 
I brines difauiet and horror to the guilty. The 
ioufiiels of tiielr crimes tornunts them, and de-- 
hem flcep and quiet. You might, from thefe re-- 
tis, confider what would be the proper epithets^ 
c to night 5 as, for example, if you were to re- • 
it night in its moft pleafing Jfhape, as procuring 
and rfefrefliment from labour and toil, you might 
the friendly ni^ht, the filent nigljt, the welcome 
, the peaceful night ; but if, on the contrary, you - 
to rcprefent it as inviting to the eommiffion cf 
s, yoir would call it the guilty night, the confci- 
ight, the horrid night, with many other epithets- 
carry along with, them the idea of horror and 
i for an' epithet, to be proper, muft always be a- 
d (that is, fuited) to the circumftances of the per- 
r thing to which it is given. Thus Virgil, who 
ally gives jEneas the epithet of pious, becaufc of 
ety to the Gods, and his duty to his father, cills 
fux iEneas where he reprcfents him making love 
do, as a proper epithet tor him in that fituation ; ^ 
fe making love becomes a General much better 
a man of fingular piety. 

J afide, for a few minutes, the thoughts of play> 
[link of this ferioufly. 

Amoto quseramus feru Ludo.* 

Adieu ! 

nufement for once laid afide^ let m tppl j to ferlous bufinefit 
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. LETTER XXI, 

Writing Themes rtcammendtd,., Virtue-, 
;as boy, Sunday* 

SHALL 4iot foon leave tlie fubjeiSl of invention and 
king ; which I would have you J^pply to, as much 
our age and giddinefs will permit, tlfe will make 
'ery day eafier to you, and age and obfcrvation will 
rove it. Virtue is a fubjc^l that dcfcrves your and 
y man's attention ; and fuppofc I wt^rc to bid you 
;e fome veri'es, or give me your thoughts in profe, 
1 the fubjeft of virtue, how would you go about 
Why you would firft confuler wliat virtue is, and 
I what are the cfFe£l3 and marks of it, both with 
xd to others and one's-felf. You would find, then, 

virtue confifts in doing good, and in fpeaking 
h ; and that the effedls of it are advantageous to 
nankind, and to one's-felf in particular. Virtue 
;es us pity and relieve the misfortunes of mankind ; 
akes U5 promote juftice and good order in fociety; 
, in ceneral, contributes to whatever tends to the 
good of mankind. To ourfelves it gives an inward 
iort and fatisfaclion, which nothmg elfe can do, 
which nothing can rob us of. All other advan- 
s depend upon ctshers, as much as upon ourfelves. 
beg, power, and grcatnefs, may be taken away 
3 us by the violence and injuftice of others, or by 
itable accidents ; but virtue depends only upon 
cIvcs, and nobody can take it away from us. Sick- 
may deprive us of all the pleafures of the body ; 
i( cannot deprive us of virtue, nor of the fatisfac- 
which we feel from it. A virtuous man, under all 
misfortunes of life, ftill finds an inward comfort 
fatisfaftion, which makes him happier than any 
:ed man can be, with all the other advantages of 

If a man has acquired great power and riches by 
hood) injuftice and oppreffion, he cannot enjoy 
I ; becaufe his confcience will torment him, and 
lantly reproach him with tlie means by >NVv\da.\vQ. 
liem. Tie ding^ of his coufcicuc^ 'wi\i tvoV t.N^^ 
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.. itt him ficep quietly 5 but he will dream of hiscrimesj 
]\[ iimi in the day-time, whxn alone, and when he has 
ig.time to think, he will be uneafy and melancholy. He 
't. is afraid of every thing ; for, as he knows mankind. 
■^ inuft hate him, lie hns reafon to think they will hurt' 
i: him if they can. 'W^hereas, if a virtuous man be ever 
ij fo poor or unfoituTiite iii the world, Hill his virtue is 
■ its own reward, and will comfort him under all afRic«^ 

* tions. The quiet and fatlsfatftion of his confcience 
! make him cheerful by day, and ilccp found by night; 
r he can be alone with pleafnre, nnd h not afraid of his 
; own thoughts. Beildes this, lie is unlverfally efteemcd 
. and rvTipedled •, f{>r i;ven the moft wicked people tliem- 
. feh'cs cannot help admiring and refpe<3:ing virtue in 
-others. All thefe, and many other advantages, you 

* would afcribc to virtue, if you were to compofe upon 
tlrat fub;ed. Adieu ! 



] , I.ETTEE. XXII. 

i DEAR Dov, WidnefJafv 

= JL OU behaved' yourfelf fo well r.t Mr. I3oden*s, laflr 
? Sunday, that you juftly defcrvc commendation : befides^. 
' you encourage me to give you feme rules of politenefs- 
• and giwd-breeciinfr, b:ing pcrfaaded that you will ob- 
j ferve them. Know tht-n, tliat iis-lcaniing, honour, and 
^ virtue, are abfbliitely neceii'.'.ry to f]^ain you the elteem 

of' mankind, politenefs and good-breeding are equally 
> necelTary to make you welcome and agreeable in conA- 
. verfation and common life. Great talents, fuch |is 

honour, virtue, learning, and parts, are above the gen- 
" erality of the v/orld, who neither poffefs them tiicm- 
, felves, nor judge of them rightly in others : but all 

people are judges of the Icffer talents, fuch as civility, 

' affcibility, and an obliging, agreeable addrefs and man- 

' ner ; becaufe they fcel the efFedls of them, as making 

focitty eniy and pleafing. Good-fenfe muft, in many 

Viil'cs, determine gocd-brccding •, b^c^Axfe xU*^ fame things 
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nyould be civil at one time, and to one perfon, 
Id be quite otlierwifc at another time, and to an- 
r perfon ; but there are fome general rules of 
[-breeding, that hokl always true, and In all cafes, 
for example, it is always cxtrr:mcly rude to anfwet 
Yes or No to ariy body, without adding Sir, or 
im, according to the quality of the [x^rfon you 
:to. It is likewife extremely ruiic not to give the 
2r attention, and a civil anfwer, v/hen people fpeak 
•u ; or to go away, cr be doing fomething clfe, 
: they are fpeaking to you ; for that convinces 
that you defpifc them, and do not tliink it worth 
while to hear cr anfwer what they fay. I dare lay 
d not tell yon how rude it is .to take the beft place 
room, or to f.ize imm^niately upon what you like 
)Ie> vNithout oiFering firll to nelp others, as if you 
ilered nobody but yourfelf. On the contrary, you 
Id always endeavour to procure all the convenien- 
ou can to the people you are with. Befides being 
which is abfclutcly neceOary, the perfeflion of 
•breeding is, to be civil with eafe, and in a gentle- 
like manner. For this, yon fhould obferve thofe 
e, whe excel in it, and whcfe politenefs feems as 
and natural as any other part of their converfa- 
But, pray, do you remember never to be afhamed 
ling what is right : you would have a great deal of 
1 to be afliamed if you were not civil j but what 
1 can you have to be afliamed of being civil ? And 
not fay a civil and an obliging thing as eafily and 
lurally as you would alk what o'clock it is i This 
of baflifulnefs, which is juflly called, by the 
:h^ mau^aije hx}nte^ is the diftingi:^f]ied charatSler- 
booby, who is frightened \)\xi cf liis wits, when 
e of fafliion fpeak to him ; and, when he is to 
JT them, blufhe*, ftammers, c?.n hardly get out 
Kc would fay, and becomes really ridiculous, from 
mdlefs fear of being laughed at ; whereas, a re- 
^ell-bred man would fpeak to all the great 'men 
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* 

in the world, with as little concern, and as much cafe, 
as he v/ould fpeak to you. 

Remember then, that to be civil, and to be civil witk 
eafe (which is properly called g,ood-breedlng,) is the 
^ only way to bs belovefl, and weU-r*ccived in company;, 
that to be ill-bred, and rude, is intolerable, and the 
way to be kicked out of company. As I am furc 
you will mind and pva6tife all this, 1 expeft that when' 
you are Ko-oennis^ you will not only be the befi: fcholar, 
Dut the bell-bred boy in England of your age- 
Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Thileffir Ttf/tits.*.AijLikwartifr/s,.,De/cription f^fan awkward' 

PcrJ.n. 

DEAR BOY, Spa, the »5th July.- 



I 



HAVE often told you in my former letters (and it- 
; is moft certainly true) that the flriclefl: and moft fcru- 
' pulous honour and virtue can alone make you eftcem- 
I edand valued by the bed part of mankind; that parts 
[ and learning can alone make you efteemed by them ; 
' but that the pofTeiTion of lefler talents was moft abfo- 
lutely necefiary, towards making you^liked and beloved, 
11) private life.. Of thefe lefler talents., good-breeding is 
the principal and moft ncceffary on2, not only as it is 
very important in itfelf ; but as it adds great luftre to 
the more folid advantages both^of the heart and thc 
mind. I have often touched upon good-breeding to 
you before ; fo tliat this letter (laall be upon the next 
I neceflary qualification tait, which is a genteel eafy 
3 manner and carriage, wholly free from thofe odd tricks, 
I ill habitsj and awkwardnefles, which even many very 
I worthy and fenfible people have in their behaviour. 
t| However trifling a genteel manner may- found, it is of 
I very great confequence towards pleafing Ln private life, 
\ efpecially the women, whom, one time or other, you. 
J will think worth pleafing : and I have known many a 
fman, from A/5a'vrlwardncfe, give people fuch a diilike 
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}f him at firft, that all his merit couM not get the bet- 
er of it afterwards : whereas a genteel manner pre- 
Dofl'eflcs people in your favour, bends them towards 
rou, and makes them wifh to like you. Awkward- 
lefs can proceed from but two caufes ; cither from not 
laving kept good company, or from not having attend- 
ed to it. As for your keeping good compiiiiy, I will 
take care of that •, .do you take care to obferve their 
vfeys ^nd manners, and to form your own upon them. 
Attention is abfolutely neceiTary for this, as indeed it 
is for every thing clfe ; and a man without attention is 
not fit to live in the world. When an awkward fel- 
low firft comes into a room, it is highly probable that 
hisfword gets between his legs, and throws him down, 
-or makes him ftumble at leafl ; when he has recovered 
this accident, he goes and places himfelf in the very 
place of the whole room where he fhould not ; there 
he foon lets his hat fall down, and, in taking it up a- 

f'n, throws down his cane.; in recovering his cane, 
hat falls a fecond time ; lb that he is a quarter of 
an hour before he is in order again. If he drinks tea 
or coffee, he certainly fcalds his mouth, and lets either 
ftc cup or the faucer fall, and fpills the tea or cofFee in 
his breeches. At dinner, his awkwardnefs diflinguifli-. 
C8 itfelf particularly, as lie has more to do : there he 
lolds his knife, fork, and fpoon, ditllnently from other 
lieople ; eats with his knife, to the great danger of his 
mouth J picks his teeth with his fork ; and pjuts his 
fpoon, which has been In his throat twenty times, into 
the difhes again. If he is to carve, he can never hit 
the joint ; but in his vain cfibrts to cut through the 
-honci fcatters the fauce in every body's face. He gcn- 
<rally daubs himfelf with foup and greafe, thougli his 
napkin is commonly fluck through a button-hole, and 
tickles his chin. When he drinks, he infallibly couglis 
in his glafs, and befprlnklcs the company. Bcfides all 
this, he has ftrange tricks and geftures ; fuch as fnuff- 
ingup his nofe, making faces, putting his fingers in his 
9ok, or blowing it and looking afterwards in his liand- 
cerchief. fo as to make the company fick. His hand« 
ire troublcfogie to him^ when he has not. toxi\^\!ci\\>^^'vcv 
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them, and he does not know where to put them, 
they arc in perpetual motion between his bofom anc 
breeches : he does not wear his clothes, and, in ft: 
does nothing, like otlicr people. All this> I owr 
not in aay degree criminal ; but it is highly difagr 
ble and ridiculous in company, and ought mod c 
fully to be avoided, by whoever defires to pleafe. 

From this account of what you fiiould not do, 
may eafily judge what you (hould do ; and a due 
tention to the manners of people of fafliion, and tl 
who have feed the world, will make it habitual and 
miliar to you. 

There is, likewife, an awkwardncfs of cxprefSon 
words mod carefully to be avoided •, fuch as falfe 
glifh, bad pronunciation, old (ayings, and common ] 
verbs \ which are fo many proofs of having kept 
and low company. For example, if, inftead of fai 
that taftes are different, and that every man has his < 
peculiar one, you (hould let off a proverb, and 
f hat what is one man*s meat is another man's poif 
or elfe. Every one as they like, as the good man 
when he kiffed his cow ; every one would be perfi 
cd that you had never kept company with any b 
above footmen and houfe-maids. 

Attention will do all this j and without atteni 
nothing is to be done : want of attention, which is 
ally want of thought, is either folly or madnefs. 1 
(hould not only nave attention to every thing, hi 
quicknefs of attention, fo as to obfcrve, at once, all 
people in the room, their motions, their looks, 
their words, and yet without ftaring at them, and fo 
ing to be an obferver. This quick and unobfcrved 
fervation is of infinite advantage in life, and is to be 
quired with care j and, on the contrary, what is ca 
abfence, which is a thoughtleffnefs, and want of att 
tion about what is doing, makes a man fo like eitb< 
fool or a madman, that, for my part, I fee no real 
fercncc. A fool never has t nought ; a madman 
loft it ; and an abfcnt man is, for the time, withou' 
— Adieu ! 
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POLITE EDUCATION. 
LETTER XXIV. 

Ou Vulgarity and AwkwmrjHi/s, 
DEAR BOY, Sp»» Acgnft the Cdi. 



1 



_ AM very well pleafed with the feveral performan- 
ces you fent' me, and ftill more with Mr Marttaire's let- 
ter, that accompanied them, in which he gives mc a 
much better account of you than he did in his former, 
Uu^ari a iaudawviro"^ , was alwUys a commendable am- 
bition ; encourage that ambition, and continue to de- 
fcTve the nraifes of the praife-worthy. While you do 
fo, you iliall have whatever you will from me ; and 
vhcn you ceafe to do lb, you fhall have nothing. 

I ain glad you have begun to compofe a little \ it 
will give you an habit of thinVing upon fubjeds, which 
i$at leaft as ncceflary as reading them : therefore pray 
lend nie your thoughts upon this lubjeft : 

Non fibi, f ci toti genitum fc credere mundo'-t*." 

It is a part of Cato's charafter in Lucan 5 who fays,' 
ihatCato did not think himfelf born for himfelf only, 
but for all mankiml. I^et me know then, whether yoa 
think that a man i^ born only for his own pleafure and 
adrantP.LTe, or whetlier he is not obliged to contribute 
to ihj good of the fociety in which he lives, and of all 
niankiiul in general Tnis b certain, that every man 
rcccivLS advantages from foeiety, which^ he could not 
lave if he were the only man in the world : therefore, 
is he not, in fome mcafure, in debt to fociety ? And is 
he not obliged to do for others what they do for hira ? 
You may do this in Englifli or Latin, which you pleafc ; 
for it is the thinking part, and not the language, that 
1 jnind in this cafe. 

1 warned you, in my laft, againft ihofe difagredablel 
tricks andawkwardncfles, which many people contradl 
when they are young, by the negligence of their pa- 
tents, and cannot get rid of them when they are old; 
J fuch as odd motions, ftrange poftures, and ungcnteel 
t carriage. But there is likewile an awkwardnefs of the 

• To be praifed by a praife-worthy man. 

f To believe yuurtell born not for yourlclf, but fot \.VtN«JwU» 

E 
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mind, that ought to be, and with care may be avoided 
as, for inftancc, to miftakc or forget names ; to fpcal 
of Mr What'd'ye-calLhim,or Mr. Thingum, or How 
d'ye-call-hcr, is excefSvely awkward and vulgar. T( 
caU people by improper titles and appellations is fo too 
aSf-My Lord for Sir, arid Sir for My Lord. To bcgii 
a ftory or narration, when you arc not pcrfeft in it 
and cannot go through with it, but are forcedy.poffibly 

. to fay in the middle of it " I have forgotten the reft,' 
3$ very unpleafant and bungling. One muil be ex 

. trcraely exadi, clear, and pcrfpicuous, ia every thinj 
(que iays, othcrwife, inftead of entertaining or inforn:i 
ing otnersx one only tires and puzzles them. Th« 
Toice and manner of fpeaking, too, are not to be ncg 
le£led : fome people almoft {hut their mouths wha 
they fpeaky and mutter fo, that they are not to be un- 

.4crftood ; others fpeak fo faft, and fputter, that thei 
arc not to be underftood neither : fome alv/ays fpcart 
as loud as if they were talking to deaf people ; amc 

, 'Others fo low, that one cannot hear them. All thcfi 
ihabits are awkward and difagreeablc, and aro to be a< 
woidedby attention : they are the diftinguifhing marh 
of the ordinary people, who have had no care taken oi 
•their education. Tou cannot imagine how neceflaq 
at is to mind all thcfe little things ; for I liuvc fecn ma- 
ny people, with great talents, ill received, for want oi 
having thefe talents too ; and others well received on* 
ly from tlicir little talents, and who had no great oneii 



LETfER XXV. 

ihort Account of Paris,^..Oratory,.,,DmoftbiHis* 
mxKWL. Bor, 

J^INCE my laft, I have changed conGdcrably for lib 

ettcr J from the defarts. of Spa to, the plcafures of Pa 

<b8*, which, when you come here, you will be bctta 

^ blc to enjoy than 1 am. It is a mod magnificent towii 

Ot near (o big as London, but much finer — the houfe 

' 0mg much larger, and all built of ftooe. It was i 
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•rt'y much cnlarg.rc^, but c:ribflliflicd, by the m?.gnifi« 
ccncc of the hit kinj.^, Lcwii XIV ; and a prodigious 
number of expenfive buildings, and ulerul and charita- 
ble foundations, fuch as libraries, hofpitab, fchoi'Is, 5cc. 
will long remain the nionumcr.ls of the nngnlticcncc 
of that prince. Tliough the people here iire very gay 
aad lively, they have attention to every thin^^, and al- 
ways mhid what they are about. I liopc you do fo too, 
now, und that my highcll cxpeclatiors of your improve- 
ment M'ill be more than anlwercd, at my return ; for 
lexpedi to find you conftruc both Greek, and Lathi^ 
andlikewife tranfiaie into thofs iangung-.'s pretty rcadU 
ly; and ahb make v.Mfrs in tlun b«ni', witi: ?.oms lit- 
tle invention of vouvo.v::. ,\ll this may be, if voa 
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that is only as to i.h^i invcntici, ;ind ima^'iiiaiion, of a 
poet i for every bouy c lu, by appi'( .ition, muhc ihem- 
iclvcs mafters of the mcclKniicai part oi poetry, which 
coafiftsof the numbers, rliyn.cs, mcarure, and harmo- 
ayofverfe. Ovid was born with fuch a genius for 
poetry, that lie fays, he could not lielp thinking in verfc, 
whetner he would or not ; and that very often he fpoke 
r' vcrfc^ without intending it. It is much other wife with 
% oratory; and the maxim there, is Orator f:t-\: for it i% 
certain, that, by (tudy and application, every man can 
make himfelf a pretty good orator — eloquence depend- 
ing upon obfcrvation and care. Kvery man, if he 
j plcafes, may chufc good words in (lead of bad ones, 
may fpeak properly inftcad of improperly, may be clear 
and pcrfpicuous m his recitals, inftead of dark and 
mudcfy ; he may have grace inftead ofawkwardnefsin 
{ hismotionsand gCilures; and, in fliort, may be a very 
' ajrreetble, inftcad of a very difagreeable fpeaker, if he 
will take care and pains- And fureiy it is very well 
worth while to take a great deal of paiiis, to excel other 
men in that particukr article in which they excel beaft^. 



} 



The po^r is born, ami not t\>rmed by cductuotv* 
Tlie ontji- 1* filmed .by /^u(i/.. 
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Demofthencs, the celebrated Greek orator, tiioug' 
it fo abfolutcly ncceflTary to fpeak well, that though 1 
naturally (luttered, and had weak kings,, he refolve 
by application and care, to get the better of thofe di 
advantages. Accordingly, ne cured his ftammerin 
by putting fmall pebbles into his mouth ; and ftrengd 
cncd his lungs sjradually, by ufing himfelf every day i 
fpeak aloud anctdiftintlly for a confidenible time, t 
likewife went often to the fea-iliore, In (lormy wenthe 
when the fea madcmoft noife, and there fpoxe as loi 
as he could, in order to ufe himfelf to the noife and mu 
jTPiurs of the popular aflemblies of the Athenians, befa 
\rhom he was to fpeak. By fuc!i care, joined to tl 
•cpnflant ftudy of the beft authors, he became at la 
the greateft orator of his own or any other age or coui 
try, though he was torn witliout any one natural ul^: 
for it.— Adieu ! : Copy DemoIUicnes. 



LETTER XXVI. 

jfccutnt ofMarfeillit, 
BSAB BOTy Marfcilles, Scptcmt«r tlu iz 



Y. 



OU find this letter dated from Marfeiiles, a ft 
port town in the Mediterranean fea. It has been f 
mous and conliderable, for thefe two thoufand years 
leaft, upon account, of its trade and fituation. It 
called MaJJilia in Latin, and diftinguifhed itfelf, in f 
vour of the Roman 'liberty, againft Julius Caefar. 
was here, too, that lV5ilo was baniflicd, for killing CI 
dius. You will find the particulars of thefe fa£^s, 
you look in your DiAionary for the articles MarfciiJ 
and Milo. It is now a Visry large and fine town, e; 
tremely rich from its comaaierGC \ it is built in a fem 
circle round the port, which is always fiillof-mercfaa: 
fhips of all nations. Here the king of France kee] 
his gallles, which are very long fhips rowed by oai 
fome of forty, fome of fifty, and three- fcore oars. Tl 
people who row them are called galley flavcs, and a 
mithct r^ifoners taken from the Turks, on the coafl: < 
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AFrxci, or criminalsi who^ for various crimes commit- 
ted in France, are condemned to row in the ga]Hc$» 
ckher for life, or for a certain number of years. The^. 
\ mre chained bv the legs, with great iron chains, two 
and two to^ctner. 

The profpeft, for two leagues round this place Is" 
I the moft pkafing that can be imagined, confiiting of 
I high hills, covered with vincyanis, olive trees, fig-trees, 
. and almond-trees, with above iix thoufand little coun- 
try houfcs inter fperf«d, which tlxey call here, ^ej BaHi* 

Within about ten leagues of this place, as you will 
find in the m;ip, is Toulon, another fea port town upoii 
the Mediterranean, not near fo big as this, but much 
ftrongcr j there moft of tht^ French- men of war arc 

.' built and kept, and Jikcwife moft of the naval ftores, 
iuch as ropes, anchors, fails, mafts, and whatever bc^ 
longs to fliipping, • 

' I If you look into your Geographical Diftionary for 
Provence, you will lind the hiftory of this couTftrj, 
which is worth your reading \ and when you are look- 
ing in your Dlclionary, look for Dauphine too, which 

'• iithe nejt province to this, and there you will find 
when Dauphine was united to the crown of France, 
upon condition that the king of France's cldeft fou 
fliould always be called /r Daupkim. You fliould, in truth, 
omit no one oppouunity of informing yourfelf of mo- 
ikm hiftory and geography^ which are the commoa 
hbje^is of all convcrlation, and confequently it is x 
ftame to be ignorant of them. 

Since you have begun compofitioH, I fend you here 
inodier (ubjed tocompofe a few lines upoa : 

Nil confcin; fibi, nulla pallefccre culpa §• 

Whoever obfcrvcs that rule, will alwiys be very happy.' 
Ifay you do it ! — Adieu f 

\_ To have a clear confcicacc, and to hare nocrims ta klufk atr 
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LETTER XXVII. 

'tdtrn Hifiwj*.f*Origin of ihi prtfent GQverri mints cf Eu 

DSAR B0Y| 

1 

^INCE you are now in modern hiftory^ it is need 
>u fliould have a general notion of the origin of all 
'efent kingdoms and governments of Europe, wl 
e the objefts of modern hiftory. 

The Romans, as youvery well know, were mal 

all Europe, as well as of great part of Afia and A 
I, till the third or fourth centuries^ that Is, about f< 
en or fifteen hundred years ago ; at which time 
oths broke in upon them, beat them, made th 
Ives mailers of afll Europe, and fountled the fev 
ngdoms of it. 

Thefe Goths were origihally the inhabitants of 
)rthern part of Europe, called Scandinavia, norti 
weden ; part of wldch is to this day ci 
rothland, and belongs to Sweden. They \ 
ctremely numerous^ and cxtiemely poor ; 
iding that their own barren, cold country, 
lablc to fupport fiich great numbers of tl; 
ley left it, and went out in fwarms to fcek t 
•rtuncs in better countries. When. they came intc 
jrthern parts of Germany, they beat thofe who o] 
:d them, and received thofe who were willing to 
icm, as many of thofe northern people did — fuc 
jt Vandah, the Huns, the Franks, who are all c 
rehended under the general name of Goths. T 
ho went weftward were called the Vifigoths \ 
ofe who went eaftward the Oftrogoths. Thu 
eafing in numbers and ftrength, they; entirely 
:rted the Roman empire, and made themfelves ; 
rs of all Europe : and hence modern hidory be| 
hat part of the Goths^ who were called the Fra 
ttled theiAfelYes in Gaul> and called it France ; 
ngli, another fet of them, came over here into 
in, fince which time it is called England. 

The Goths were a brave but barbarous nation. 
a5 their whole buiinefsi and' they had not the 
wn of^irts, /cieoces, and Icafninj v oathe cent: 
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they had an avcrfion to them, and ilcftroycJ, wher- 
ever ihcy went, all books, manufcripts, picS:urcs, flatucs, 
and all records and monwimentsof tormcr times ; which 
is the caiife that we have fo few of iliofe things now 
remaining : and at this time, a man that h ignorant of, 
and defpifes arts and fcienccs, is proverbially called, a 
Goth, or a Vandal. 

The Gothic form of ^^overnment was a wife one ; 

for though they had kings, their kin|.;> were liLtle more 

than generals mtime of war, and had very little power 

in the civil governmeiK j and could do notJiing without 

die confent of the principal people, who had rcgulnr af- 

femblies for that purppfe : whence cur parliamcnta arc 

1 derived. 

I Europe continued, for many ccniurit s, in tlu grofl>- 
l eft anddsHrkeft ignorance, under the govrrnuient of tlie 
Goths ; till at'laft, in the tiftecnth century, that is 
about three hundred years ago, learning, arts, and fci- 
enccs, revived a little, and foon after v/aids flouriihcd, 
iinderPopc Leo X. iri Italy, and under Francis I. in 
France : what ancient Greek and Latin manulcripts 
kW cfcaped the fury of the Goths and Vandals were 
then recovered and publiihed ; and painting and fculp • 
titfc were carried to their higheit p<rrfe(fl;ion. * What 
contributed ' the ni oft to the improvement of learning, 
was the invention of printing, whirh wr.s difcovered at 
Hatrlem in Holland, in the fifteenth century, in the 
Jta 1440, which is jiill three hundred years ago. 
Adieu! ;• 

Look in yeur Dictionary for the following articles j. 
Goths, Vandalcj, 

Vifigothfi, Alaric. 

Oftrogoths, 
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General De/criptien of Ftanci. 



RANGE, take it all in all, is the fineft country in 
Europe ; for it is very - large, very rich, aivd ^tr^ fet- 
tile ; the cUmsitc i> admirable \ ^Viii ucmw £\^^\ v^ 
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hot, as-in Italy ^nd in Spain ; nor too coKl, as in . 
den and in Denmark. Towards the north, it is be 
cd by the Channel ; and, towards the fouth, b; 
Mediterranean fea : it is fcparatcd from Italy b' 
Alps, which are high mountrans, covered with 
the greateft part ot the year j and divide«l Jrom I 
by tne Pyrencan mountains, which are alfo very 
France is* divided into twelve governments or pr 
CCS, which are— -i 

FicGrdy, Burgundy, 

^Qt mindly y Lycnnoisy 

^ he Jjle of France, Guiennt, or Gafconj^ , 

Champagne, . Languedoc, 

Briitntiy, Dauphine^ 

Orleannokt . Fro-vence. 

The Fr«^nch r.rc generally very volatile ; but i 
' brilliant fort of volatiltty. : they are very braver, 
government of France is an abioluie monarchy, c 
ther defpotifm •, that is to fay, the king does wha 
ke pleales, and the people arc abfolutciy flaves. 

Pkardy. 

Picardy is the moft n&rthern province of all Fr; 
It is an open'country, and produces hatvUy any i 
but corn. Tlic capita! town is Amiens. Abbevi 
another town in that province, confulerable fertile 
»ufa£l;ory of woollen cloths eftablifhed tliere. C 
ia^lfo another good town, and a fea-port : then 
yfually land, in our paflage from England to Franc 

Normandy. 

Normandy joins Picardy ; its largeft towns 
Rouen and Caen. Thiy province produces vaft q 
titles of apples, with which they make cyder. A 
wine, there, as well as in Picardy, they make Lui 
tie ; becaufe, being (o far northward, grapes wil 
ripen. The Normans arc reckoned litigious, and 
01 law-fuits. If they are aflccd a mieftion, they r 
return a dire£t anfwer 5 fo that when a man give 
CTafive anfwer, it is become % p:overb tO fay> He- 
wcrs like z Norman* 
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97ii Ijh offranct, 

Faris>the capital of the whole kirgJom, ia in the Iflc 
of France ; its fituaticn is upon the Scitic •, a fmall, 
and even a muddy river. It is a larg»3 town, but not 
by a great deal fo big as London. ^ 

Champagne. 

Rheims is the principal town of Champncnc. In 
that town the kings of France arc crowiKu. This pro- 
vince produces the beft wine in France — Cham^vji^n.. 

Briiiar.y, 

Brittany is divided into Iiijh and lov/. In Ili^h 
Brittany is tlie tovv-n of Nantz, whcic thi: bcil hratv.ly is 
made. Here is alfo St i^'!^lio, a vci;.- [-.cod R-.i-port. 
In Lower BriUany th^^y- fpcak i\ \'vr.\ t;t \\u^^v \^<\ v hich 
bas lefs Cmilitude' to Ircncli t])an ic has to W-wIUu 

Orii'arfftoir, 

, Orleannois contains fcveral great and fine towns. 
Orleans, rendered famous by Joan of Arc, commonly 
called the Maid of Orleans, who drove the Englilh out 
of France; Blois, the fituation of vk hich is charming, 
and where tlie beft French is fpoken •, Tours, that con- 
tiiiu a manufa&ory of thick lutcftring, called gros di 

Burgundy. 

Dijon is the capital of this province : the wine, call- 
ed Burgundy, is one of the bcic wines in France. 

Lyonnou* 

Lpns is the capital ; it is a very large fine toM*n, 
and extremely rich, on account of the manufaftures ef- 
tablifhcd here, of filks, and gold and Clvcr llufls, with 
which it fupplies alniofl all Europe. Your fnie filvcr. 
waiitcoat comes from thence. 

Giiienve or Gafcony, 




lifli .'' -^^t, comes from thence. U is ^n ^'x.^<:\\u\\.>^Vwc.^ 
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for good eating : you haye there ortolans, and red par- 
tridge, in great abundance. In this province is the 
touii of Perigiieux, where tliey make delicious pafties - 
of red partridge and traflcr, : Bayonnc, whence come 
excellent hams. The Gaicons aie the moft lively peo- 
ple in France, but rather iriclincd to lying and boafting, 
particularly upon the articlea of fenfe and courage : lo 
that it is faid o: a man wlio b&aits,and is prcfumptuous, 
he is a Gafcc^n. 

LRn^iredcc IS the mofc fouthoi'M province of France ; 
and confequeiitly th.c Wur-^.ts'l. It coti-inis a ^eat 
' number of Hrr towns ; ritncng other.?, Khibonne, ft- 
nious for its oicc.iLnt ho'i-y ; 'and Nin.c':^, tclel/.-atCvi 
o:: accruTU of tiie ancient Ron.^n n'jphitlii'p.tre, which 
is fl?ll to be fcci\ In t]\is province is i^lfo fitunted tlic 
town of IvToi'tpililrr, the air of \v]:l,-h is in \y:r:-z^ mui 
the climrte fo iine, i!\i^ CA people, tvcn iVcm Kng- 
elandj arc cft^x: iciit thahi^r for ihc ttcuvery of their ^ 
Health* 

D:tiiphi}:e. 

• Grenoble \i the capital town. The king ©f France^t 
. eldeft fon, who is always called Dauphin, takes his titlt 
. from t^^is province. 

j Pro tenet* 

Provence is a very fine province, and «itTcnrtcly fer- 
' tile. It produces the beft oil, with \fhich it fupplic« - 

• other countries. The fields aifc full of orange, lemon^ 

• and olive trees. I'he capital -is called Aix. In this 
province is, like wife, the town of Marfeilles, a large 

■ and fine city, and celebrated fea-port, fituatedupon the 
Nicditerranean : here the king oi France's galleys are 
kept. Galleys arc large thips with oars; and thofis 

' who row, are people condemned to it, as a punifhmciit 
for fomc crime. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Gntral itjiriplian tf Ctrmtnif, 
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TERMANT is a country of vafl: extent : the fouth- 

txm parts are not unplcafant ; the northern exceeding- 
ly bai and defart. It is divided into ten diftrifts, 
which arc called the ten circles of the empire. The 
emperor is head, but not matter of the empire ; for he 
can do but little without tjic confent of the clediori, 
princes, and imperial free towns ; which, all together^ 
tarm what is called the diet of the empire, that afiexni' 
Ues in the town of Ratiibon. 
There are nine eleftors \ which arcj 

I T*e*ves, 
I Coieg tte, 

iThe Ele^or of \ Bavaria, 

Saxony 9 
Brandenhnrg, 

Palatine, 

Hanover* 

ThcfcViine elcG the emperor ; for the empire is net 
Hereditary : that is to fay, the fon docs not fucceed hit 
fethcr \ but, when an Emperor dies, thofc nine elcSora 
tffcmble, and chufs another. The electors are iove- 
tdgn princes : thofe of M *ntz, Treves, and Cologne, 
•re eccIefiatticSf being archbiftiops. The eleftor of 
Bohemia, ia king of jBohemia, and his capital town 
Prague. The eleftor of Bavaria's capital is Munich. 
The elc£l:or of Saxony is the moil confiderable of all 
dieelcftors, and his ele<3:orate the Cnctt : Drcfden is 
the capital, and a beautiful town. The elcfbor of Bran- 
denburg is alfo king of Pruflia, and matter of a great 
txtent of country : the capital town of Brandenburg is 
Berlin. Th? two moft confiderable towns belonging to 
^ CiCfitor Palatine, are .V;anlieim, and Dufleldorp. 
fhetlcfkor of Hanover is alfo king of England \ tUc 
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capital town of that cleftoratc is Hanover, a miferablc 
capital of a miferable country .f 

Befides the cleftors, there are other fovereign prin- 
ces, and powerful ones — as the langrave of Hefle Cat 
fel, the duke of "VVirtemberg, &c.. 

[The r-ft of this peCj^raphical defcnption of Germany, aad 
the be^innrng of that of Afia, are unfortunately loft.] 



LETTER XXX. 
i^uein cf Hungary ...Origin of the late C$nti/ls in Ger- 



many, 

DEAR iOY, 



I 



ALWAYS write to you with plcafure, when I can 
write you with kindnefs ; and with pain, when I am 
obliged to chide. You fliould, therefore, for my faki 




you. 

good a one, that you and I are at prefent cxtremelj 
well togetlior •, and I depend upon your talking can 
that we ihali -continue fo. 

I am fure you now hear a great deal of talk aboife 
.the queen of Hungary, and the wars which fhe is anc 
will be engaged in •, it is thcrefDre right that you flioulc 
know a little of that matter. The laft emperor 
Charles the Sixth, who was father to this queen o: 
Hungary, was the laft m^!e of the houfe of Auftria 
and fearing that, as he had no fons, his dominion 
might at his death, be divided between his daughters 
and confequently weakened, he fettled them all upoi 
his eldett daughter, tlie queen of Hungary, by a pub 
lie afl:, which is called the pragmatic fanaion : f< 
that at the death of the emperor flie fucceeded to Au 
ftria, Bohemia, Silefia, Hungary, Tranfilvania, Stiria 
Carinthia, and the Tirol, in Germany ; to all Flan 
dcrs ; and to Parma, Placentia, Milan, and Mantua, i 

f His lordfliip is raiftaken with regard to the country of Hanover 
which is tolcrnUy good, rather pltafant, and not unfruitful. 
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Tt.'ly, br^ficlcs Tufcary, which is her hufband's. The 
'li'^afeof Auihia is uclcended from Rotlolph count of 
Hipfbourg, who, about feven hundred years ago, ac- 
quired the dutcliy of Avdria. His dcfccndents, partly 



jucft, ar:d partly hv advantageous marriages, iii- 
creafed their dominions io cdnlidcrablv, that Charles 



I y conqi 



tiie Fifth, wjio v/as cn'iperor about two hundred years 

jigo, was at onzc in pofil'lTion of the empire, Spain, 

the Weft Ir.di:s, almoll all Italy, and ih: iSevcntceii 

Piovincis, v/luch b-fcrc t]iat time compofcd the dut- 

c-\v ot ijiirrur.dv. WlK^n i-c iirz\7 old, he rrcv/wea- 

TV of ccvL-rnmcr-t, reiiicd nito a monaftory in Spain, 

and di.idcvl his dominions btrtv/ccn liis Ion Philip the 

i Secop.i, kir;; of rpal;i, and his brother Ferdinand, 

^^1 T;ho v;a:i cl'.c'ed emperor in h.is room. To Ids foil 

P'.ii!:p h^ rr.v, : Svi;;i:i ::nd th:; Vv'cfi: Indies, Italy, and 




^ |-. ftria, as the befl iHlj to d:fjnd <'^nd fapport th? dignity 

^^y of the empir*. 'i.H'duiJ of rufcauy, who, by his 

-a^t **^*^ ^^-" ci^«'-''« »^f Hungary, is nov/ in pcilcUion of 
Kany of tli^fc doniinio/.s, '.vants to be ch'.'^trniinipc- 

?o;rI ^'^}'' ^^'t rVinc?, LliU v-r-.s r.l'.rays jealous of the power 

ari ^'^^•■^e Mo-nC of Ai::\;ia, fjippr-rts the Ele(9i0r of Ba- 

?;!]ii varia, ^nd wi'its t-i iMivc jnm p^ot fo me f)/ thole domi- 

Tor. '^'°-^^ from t):..' r| -sfv.! of rlun-irary, and be chofsn cm- 

^ ff pe^ar : for whi.::i p urn if: tliey have now fent an army 

rij;- uito liavaria to ):'^ rfli-laiic.*. Tris (liort account 

"o-Ji ^^1 enable you t;) K:.'^k the politics now in faflnon ; and 
e^| 

ibl Clvarhc^uint. As C? avlos the I'ifth ir.herited Spain by 

U.I Lis moiner* and \\\.i cievcnteen Provinces by his grandf- 

a^ I mother, who, beinficulv daivj^tcr of the laft duke ol 

J. I liurflrvMiiiy'^ broucht them i)i nr.rriage to his grand-i 

n r father, the cmp«.'i'.>r Piaximiiian \ the following difticll 

^ W2S made upon th;' j^cod fortune of tliC Houfe of Au< 

I i ftria in their nurria2':3 : 

I V 
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Bella gerant alii : tu, ftlx Auftria, nubc 
Nam quae Mars ains : dat iibi Tv^m Venus. ^ 

And fogooi night to you my young politician. 



LETTER XXXI. 

Recount of the Fope. 

JnLS, in one dcfcrjption, which I fent you, I hi 
ancBtioncd the pope, 1 believe you will with to kn 
who that perfon is. The pope, then, is nn old ch< 
^h« calls himfelf the vicar oi Jefus Chrift •, that is 
|ay,the perfon who reprefents Jefus Chrilt upon eai 
and has the power of faving people, or ot damn 
thcfifl. By virtue of tliie pretenolcd power he gra 
indulgences 5 that is to fay, pardons lor fins : or < 
he thunders out excommunications ; this means fei 
ingp eopioto the devil. The catholics, ctherwife c 
led papifts, are filly enough to believe this. Befn 
vphich, tlicy believe the pope 10 be inlalliblc \ that 
that he never can raiftatc j that whatever he fay 
•rue, and whatever he does is right. Anutlicr abfur 

Jy, the pope pretends to be the greateft pvinte 
^hriftendom ; and takes place of all kings. The p 
teftant kings* however, do not allow tliis. 

The pope creates the cardinals, who nre fcventy-t 
In number, and higher in rank than bidiops and an 
bifhops. The title given to the cardinal is, Your £1 
Hence ; and to the pope. Your Holinefs. When 
pope dies, the cardinals aflemble to ele£l another, a 
that aflembly is called a conclave. Wheaevcr a peri 
is prefented to tke pope, they kifs his foot, and not 
hand, as we do to other princes. Laws, made by 1 
pope, are called bulls. The palace Ue inhabits^ at^or 
is caUed tho Vatican ; and contains the iincft librarj 
^e world. 



§ Let others W'ige war, buc thou, a'uauuace Auicjo, toim tci 
aJ!ian**c8 ; 
T10X tbc kingdomB which Mars gives to othets, Venvs be/l:ow» on 3 
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c pope IS, in reality, notliing more than bifhojk 
ime ', but, on the one fide, wcaknefs and fupcr- 
I, and on the other the artifice un<4 ambition ofi 
ergy, have made him what he is ; that is to fay, 
Sderable prince, and head of the catholic church. 
* pTotcilants are not weak enough to give into all 
onfenfe. We believe, and with rcafmi, that God 
is inf:sllible ; and that he only can make pcopU 
' or miferable. 

ieu ! Divert yourfelf and be merry, there is notE* 
ie it. 



I " . ■ » ■ I ^*». 



LETTER XXXIL 

General Fie^w of Engli/h Hifioty^ 

sGLAND was originally called Britain, whe« 
Romans, under Julius Caelar, firft invaded it : tli« 
ms continued in Britain about four hundred. 

c Romans quitted Britain of themfelves ; an*d 
:hc Scofjh, who went by the nawc of Pifts (fron*. 
r, to pniHt) becaufe they painted their Ikins, at- 
d the Brituina, and beat them ; upon which the 
ins called over the Angli, a people of Saxony, t9 
affillancc againil the Pitts. The Angli came and 
lie PI£ts \ S>ut then beat the Britains too, an*d 
themfelvo6 mafters of the kingdom, which, fron^ 
own name, they called AngUa, whence it was cat 
•ngland. 

leie Saxons divided England int6 feveil kingdomf^ * 
li were called the Saxon Heptarchy, from fW« 
^ and tf^;^i'i', chief. 

fcn^'^ards the Danes invaded England, and made 
fclves mafters of it ; but were foon driven out 
, and the Saxon government reftored. 
le Lift invafion of England was by the Normans^ 
r William the Conqueror, in 1066 5 that is, aboUS 
hundred years ago. 
pugh WiKiana came ill T^y ccnc^wtft.^ \\t icAxwfi 
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pretend to govern ribfolutcly us a ccncuer.'^-, I 
thought it his fafeft wny to conlorni liimklt to t 
eo;iftitution of this country. He was a grer.t man. 

His fon, William Rufus, fo called bccauic he li 
red hair, fucceeded him. He was killed acci<icnta 
by one of his own people as lie wnshuntlna-. lie d: 
without children, and was lucccedod by his ycun^ 
brother, Henry the Firft. 

Henry the Firft was a grer.t king. As he Ip.d 
fons, he was fuccccdcd by nis ncpliew Stephen. 

Stephen was attacked by the cmpvci'j T\.'aLul, w 
was daughter to Henry tiij rlrit, iinu h:\d con 
-quently a better right to die crown than Slcrphcn. . ] 
agreed to a treaty with her, by which fbe let him rei 
for his life ; and he obliged himfclf to fettle the cro\ 
after his death upon her fon, Henry the Second, w 
in effc£t fucceeded him. 

Henry the Second was a very great king ; he cc 
qticred Ireland, and annexed it to il;e crown of Ei 
land. He was fucceeded by his fon, Richard the ^-ii 

Richard the Firfl was remarkable by nothing but 
his playing the fool in a croiGulo to jcrufr.km, a pi 
Taihng folly in tliofe timcs,when'tbe ChrillLir.s thcup 
to merit heaven by j taking Jcrufalem from the luri 
He was fucceeded by Jdin. 

King John was opprcITive and tyrannical ; (o that t 
fcople rofe againft him, and cbhgod him to give tlu 
d charter, confirming all their liberties and privilege 
which cl}arter lubfilts to tliis day, and is called Mug 
' Charta. He was fucceeded by his fon, Henry t 
Third. 

Henry the Third had a long but troubkfome rei^ 
being in perpetual difputes with the pec pie and i 
nobles •, fometimes beating, fi-mc times beaten. ] 
was fucceeded by his fon, Edward tlie FirPj. 

Edward the Firft was' one of the greateft kmgs 
England, He conquered the principality of ^Wal 
and annexed it to the crown of England •, fmce wh 
time the eldeft fon of the kinj^; of England has" rlw; 
keen prince of Wales. He beat the Scotch feve 
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tifties. Many of our beft laws were made In his rcigili 
HU ion, Edward the Second, fuccecded him. 

f.4wirii th« Second was a wretched, weak creaturCi 
z.vd always governed by favourites 5 fo that he was 
depoicd, put in prllbn, and foon afterwards put to 
dw^^th. 

His fon, Edwp.rd tlie Third, fuccecded him, and waa 

oriC i>f the grr.ndt kings England ever had. Ke de- 

cUr•^i war ag.iinll France j and with an amiy of thirty 

ta^'jf.md men U:at the French army of fixiy thoufanJ 

me.\, at tiie famous battle of Crccy, in Tir; rdy, where - 

\ ?W'.'c thirty thoufand French were kill d. llisfon,who 

j 'xxs cj'kd the Black Prince, beat the French a'^ain at 

I the battle of Poifticrs, and took the king of Fiancff 

'. prilbuer. The French had above threcfccre tlicufand • 

mc:i ; and tJic Black Prince had but eiglit thoufand. 
-i TK:skin,{ founded the order of the garter. His fon^ 
.- die Black Princ^r, died before him, fo that he was fuc- 
fccd.d by his grandfon, Richard tlic Second, fon to tho. 
Black Prince, 
i This Richard the Second had none of the virtues ofi - 
j hif fath<:r, or grandfather, but was governed by fa* 
vouritci ; was profufo, necelTitous, and endeavoured to. - 
Kiakc hlrnfcif ahlbhite ; fo that he wag depofed, putj^ 
i!Ko prifo?!, Tijul (o'jii after put to death by Henry the^ 
Fourth, who fuccecded him, and who was the firft of • 
the Houfw* of Lancailer, 
( Kenry the Fourth was defcended from Edward thfi^ 
:j Tllrd, by John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, and had', 
I confcquciitly no hereditary right to the crown. He 
j beat both the Scotch and Welih. He was a condder- 
' able min. 

Henry the Fifth, his fon, fuccecded him, and wag, 
without difpiite, one of the greated kings of England, . 
though he promifod little while he was prince o£ 
Wales, for he led a diilblute and riotous life, e\'en rob- 
bing fometimes upon the highway. But, as foon as he • 
came to the throne, he left thofe fhameful courfes, de- 
clared war igainft France, and entirely routed thtt- 
French army, fix times more numerous than his owa^ 

I itthp/iwoiM buttk gi Agincouxt/iulSV&^^V ^^^^ 
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3re he had completed the conqii.^ft of Fi :.iiv:c ; :; 
3 fucceeded by his fon, Henry the Si^th, a niiu 
,o was left under the guard i an iliip of Ias uncku 
kes of Bedford and Glouc;:llcr. 
rlcnry the Sixth was fo liltlc like Mj fvthtr> t!:ct 
n lolt all that his fiither ha J got : an j, th {..ai^^li crov 
king of Frances, at Paris> was driven unt c^f 1 rm- 
I, otall his father's coiiqiKft.^, ritulnrd e:.!y Cal 
was a remarkable accidcrit tiiv:t \iavv:: 11:0 I'vil. Vj.n 

fuccefl';is of the En<2[lirn, in Franct'. '» lu v w 
leging the town of Ori;"ans, wl:.«:n an c\\\'-y:.\y c 
led Joanne d'Arquep, took ic i'lto Iht h^:A \l::\i I. 
I appointed her to drive the Engjiiii out cf Fii 1: 
cordingly the attacked, at tlvi hcwd of I'.w Fr^j 
ops, and entirely beat the £.i.j;lijb. 'i."IiC Fivnc!i 1 
', La puitlie d'<3rleans-\. She was aitjrv.Mrdi t;i\:n 

Engliih, and Ihamefally burnt fur a vi \:!^ ] -c] 
I Mot belter fuccefs in Eiighnd \ fcr^ t* ■•' •; ^ '^^^ 
n himfelf, and eni'ijly governed by lii^s v. ..... he > 

jofed by Edward the Fourth, ofli^^J hiwli ci' Yc 
.0 had the hereditary ri iht fo ihe cniwii. 
Fdward the Fourth ili^t riOvh:;i^ cci:i:ccr. I;'::', t\r 
linit the ScoccK, whom he bv;.«^. He i;:t iv.lcd 
re attempted the recovery of Fri;ic", li..t v/:.s r 
\U(\ by his death.' He Iclt two f'.zis uridir '.*^c ; 
ell of which was prcclaiiriCtl kiii^j^, by thv! ri'.ir.v 
ward the Fiith. But the duke of Ciiouceiljr, tl 
cle and guardl^-n, murdered ilicm both, to r4V.^.ke ^ 
' hiint'elf to the tlircne. He was Richard the Th 
nmonly called crooked-br.ck Richard, bccaufe 
s crooked. 

Richard the Third was fo cruel and fanguinary, t 
foou became univcifaJly hutetl. Henry the Sevci 
the hbufe of Lnncailer, piofrLv^.i cf the [*eneral 1 
i of the people to Richard, rLillrd ?n ain^y, and i: 
chard at tiif: battle of Bofwo^ ih-lield, in Lcicel 
re, w'h re Richard was killed. 
Hgnry ilie Seventh was procliiinied king, and f< 
er marridd the daugVuer of iid .vard the FourtJi *, 
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diking thereby the pre UMjfi.^rs cfUih tl.;.: ]:i^:.i'.$ cif 
York and Laiic.iitcr j or, v;*; t'-i:-y \vt:\' tli^.-n c?:i.c":, the 
white roi-i and tho red : xW^ v:\/r.z nao l^ :.».f ilic urini 
of the houl's: c-t* Yc.r!; ; r.r.J i}.c vcd lu.'*: thj ;iriii3 oi' 
the hou fo of La n 'jaiUT. i Iz: .r v il . ^; S c ; . • ;'. » j v. .» s a 1 ul- 
kii, cunning, an<l a covet-., as kii^i-, 0; ;ir.;;ii'; i::r; Sub- 
jects to iqu'-'jze iriC:i< y out ot' tht:>r. ^ .1 ui r. »v-"L:iiL^Iy 
diod unhinic::c ::•*.», an.i :i'4ii:Kr.rolv lU-i. 
Menry the l'/..Jv'i :\:.;tv«l.\l !.'s ■-•.-vl- ■: ■'. 11:5 r<I^a 

pATticularly ih.it (-f lI;^ 11; ;"c. •: v.iJ:. .■-. 

He wl.s as fiofuf: r. i ."J: /: 'ur ■■: ■- r; -.riv -.■?, iird 
loon fpe i • t i : I u'.- j 1 i* '. .* v '.rxl ; ^ -'.:.?': r . :. t ; .: ;. •' ■ :i f i" 1 ni s 
his laihcr IcTt l;i.:i. il^ w.ii , i'^l«:;{ t Aiv.i ir ;i.tu-^us iu 



ail 
thing 



I his piiiri^i;*'-, in frJ.-.i'y/. ■; v. :.;.'•. r-.' (!:(;;■■;■. -l .-.t nc- 
ing. IIj hi.4l ni.ir.u'l, in hii hii- o:'s lu --vii.itj (j.i- 
tlurme, p;i:H:;:{.i of •"■j^?l*i) t-^.c './iuiiV/ 0/ ! i-. ..Lijr bro- 
fiicr pri'.ic- Artlu:" •, i>vU .^vcwi:;; wv /y *.:' !ir r, .ird 
b:in^ i'l lo/o wi'.'i Xwic I::'./;-!!; h- w.:s v-.'t':lv ^d 10 
b: div Jrcv-'J f;oi.: Lis >v-r.-, u\ o. ijr f.) ;u:iriy Ar.ji-\ 
The pope v/t.-.il-i r-.: cc^ .t to ti--^ -.!1."::\.: ■, :-.t v/liich 
Hf.Try VV.1S fa ::■■:■ «'.i.-.', tl.. t I;j I'l . / «' 1 I'lO f, lii'^ 
luihoriiy in Lij^i.ii\.i, .!; :'.-.r';d ■ ••.:i'. :: i.-.\\ of tl'o 
churcb, a;:d riv- p:.'d :.i:i"Lif. ^--.i i."!;;.L Luav^ t-::": 
in rholc ih;vj of m ii cv a^id i.v-"^'* ''--"i ■•^'- '"■•?* V-i-- 
tcai'e.l to biiibin-o ail i^u!^;>, ^ -':.i ro il--:^<^- j tlioni v,'i\.j:i 



r/i.:t;".iirio;3rf :i\ ^ 
Wore or Ic is, to i\\\ys,\t. Ki;t ;h-'ry p-.it a:! C::d t'> 
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.an t-^'O iiir.drcd years ago, all Europe were papi 
[lone Martin Luther, a Gcrmm Aiiguftuic Mc 
;gan in Germany to reform religion tVoQi the err 
>lurdities, and iapevftidons of poptry. Many C 
an prtuces, pnrt^cularly th« elector of Saxony> < 
aced hij duclrine, and proteiltd aguinfl the chu 
'Rome t whence they were tailed protcftanu. R 
,c ardclc Lutlicr in ycuir Dictionary, 
To return to Her.iy the Ei^'htii ; he married 
ives, one after anot>.cr, two cT >fthom. he behea 
r adultery, and put auay two b^caufe he did not 
em. lie w-iji lor foric: tiir.e govern«id abfc*luttly 
s firfl mini*lcr, eardiii?.! "\Voifey,who was at iaft 
aced,. and broke ids hc^rt. 

Ke v;a3 fucceeded by his fi}n, Edward the Sh 
'lo was but nine years olll *, but Ids guardians be 
otcdants, the Reformation was clUblilhtd in E 
id. lie died at fifteen years old, and was fucccci 
• his half fiiler, Mary. 
Queen Mary w^.s the daughter of Henry the Eigl 

his firft wife, Catharine of ^ pain. She was a Z\ 
,s and eruel papifi:, imprifciwd and burnt the proti 
ts, and did ad me could to root cut tlic Reformat 
England ; but did not reign long cnougli to do 
le was married to Philip the Second of Spain j 1 
ving no children, was lucceedcd by her fifter, ^u< 
izabctli. 

The reign of queen EHzabrth is, without difpi 
e mod glorious in the Englifl\ hiftory. She cfl 
bed tkc Reformation, cncomagcd trade and lit] 
3ureS| and carried the nation to a pitch of happiii 
d glory it had nercr feen before, and his never f< 
rce. ohc defeated the fleet which Philip the Secc 
Spain fent to invade England, and which he cal 
e InTinciblc Armada. She affiled the Dutd, ^ 
d revolted from the tyranny of the fame king^s gi 
imcnt, and contributed to the cftablifhmcnt of i 
public of the United Provinces. She was th< f\ 
rt ©f the proteftaHt caufe in Europe. In her rei 

made our firft fcttlement in America, whicji i 
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rev married. Sbc bchculj-.l li^r cr.uii 1, .T>I:iry, 

rojie htr and ufurp t!ij ki :^:!().".i. 'S.x r.:i/:nsrd 
.d-fony years, \vitfi jJ:i'--i'y i:,-) h-ir.-'ITj a:>i advan- 
hcr ki.igd.'iii. Llw. :j.:^;\J]-^, .\ ..i. I;.r n iij uiul 

Til! lift .T dufi"!;; -UlUwi- ilJi" .V. i " ! J T.'.-A. A^ l/tw 

iLiiout cliildrc'ii, li^.e \/ns i\;. c* '.l-.d '^.j ! / "^'j.'.r- 
uicii^ kir^c JiUiVjs ll.c J^iitl, tr.-j ib.i c.l'" i,.^lry 
jf Scots, who Wcis bi!:ciivu-d. 
1 kir.i; Jain.:s the i'ii.l dc f :i i'y cf ch-j SiUP.rts 

T ' I.' ■*!", »• ti" 

1 f > ' ■ f : ■> * 1 ■ I ^ ' 1 ■ » 1 1 « 1 ■ -^ ' i . i ■ 1 ■ ' ■ . I ■ I • . I > .■ -• ■ 'hT 

II L V » / L'l vl .» .i : > . ». . . , . J -.;.. .' .... Ut 

.iivjs Oi hi") prcd :c.. :::.f i.^ii-j.i v^fjcth, bui had 

faults and vi-jes th.u a m i:i, or cvc;i a ki.i^, can 

He was a nicll ikCvOrioui coward r.nd liar, a 

pedant, thinking and caiihig hhni'.lf v^ii'j, with- 

ng fo in any uriir<;c ; waii'Jiig alwa)j> to raidoj 

■ abfDlut'.', witrxut tith::r pr.iti". or cour:\[T;e to 

fs it. Wc WaS tlie buoblc ci \\\t^ iiU'ouiitcs, 

he enrlc!i::d, atid alw-iys i»i rijcci/iry. hli;iiVli'. 

.gn v/ai ii;:T;lor:o;is and Ih.ii'uful, and i.iid the 

trm of tdl tne niiichiji' that l*.^.ppcn:d un kr the 

)fhis Con and fucccli(:r, kii^i; Ch:nlcs the rirll;. 

;rvi:, th.it JJl kin.; ji;ir.wS t::j rinh i^cotlaiui had 

*■ - 

1 khi;;s, and \ras i:u-A^pcnd-:.U c-f jIj j^iard j but 
ig kir^^f of iScvULnvl wIkh qactn ]i.iz.:-.Lii dicdj 
id ;:■!-: .'>:o:] and iiuvc troin ihav: linij been united 



th: lau: ' kir'::s. 



J ChrrUs t-"..e Y\:^i fuccccJ^-d his fanlicr, king 
\\\:i Firit j ''".id, ch.cr.j^h he was ncthli^^ very <-■-- 
nary, was fUil mucli b:t^;■: than his father, hiv- 
;hm'.;rc ilnfc and more curago. He n:arried a 
*s of Fy an ce, d .i ngh tc r to li s. m- y the G rc;n, v/h o, 
I z.ralous papltl, and a hufy, nicdth.ng woman, 
iriil irnce ov'::r hiin^ wIiIlIi cO'itvihutul nuich to 
ifortuncs. W^ had Iv^ainod from liis fiithcr to 
that he had a right to le ablbhite ; and li.id the 
Cj that his father war. ted, to try for it. This 
lim quarrel with paillnments, and attcir.pt to. 
loney without tliem, whieh no king has a ri^ht to 
It tlierc was tJieii ipirit and vuluc a\ov\^m^N^ 
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natioi to oppofe it. He would likcwife, br the advice 
of a hot-hcudcd prlcft (archbiihop Laud) cflablifh the- 
Common Pray«er through the wliole kingdom by force, 
to which the preibyteriuns would not fiibmit. Thefei 
and many other violences, raiud a ci\il war in the na- 
t'on, in which he was beiiteii, and taken piifoner. A 
hi^h court of juftice was crc61cd on puipofe for his tri- 
al, where Ivj was tried and condenincd for Jiigh treaiba 
againfl the conftitiition ; ;Snd was behcarcd publicly, 
about one hundred )C' s m^o, -ar Wbitel-alK oti the 3Qih 
of January. This r.^Hon is much blamed ; but, hovr- 
evcr, if it had not har-iptn^jc, wc h..d h:id no iitx;rtic« 
left. 

After Charles's death., tlie pa rltnnnrnt governed for a 
time ; but th? army loon tu; k the power out of ti:cir 
hando ; and ilicn Oliver Cromwell, a private genilei 
man of Huntingdonfhire, and n colonel in that army, 
ufuiped the government, and called hiir.f^lf the pro*, 
tcctor. He was a very biave, and a vcrv abl'; man, and. _.^ 
c; 




irraica trom tlie Spaniards •, and Dunkirk, which cVarici. ; *i 
th<j Second fhamefully fold afrnwards to the French. *] 
H'j ditd in about ten year<5 .imr he had ufurped th«^ 
government, which he ieft to his fen Richard, who,', 
b:ing a biockhcad, coula not kctp it ; fo that kirjjjj^.j 
Chark's the Second \v'.\ii rJlortd, by the means of gen* ' 
cr.il IVIunk; who was thf:n at :\t' head of tlie army. ^ 
King C]'.::il.s the Second, who, during the life of 
Cromweil, h.ul been wandering about from one coun- 
try to another, iiifteiul of prufitinj^ by his adverfities, 
: had only colledied the victs of all the countries he hadjj 
been in. He had no religion, or, if any, was a papift w 
and his brother, the duke ol York, was a declared oneJ 
He gave all he had to whores and favourites ; and wafi]|] 
fo neceflitous, that he became a penfioner to Francc^T 
He lived uneadly with his people and his parliamenfij 
ami was at Liil poifonrd. As he died witnout childrj 
rr/2> he wi^ fucceedcil by his brother, the then duH^ tf 
YarL ■*' 
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ng James the Second, was of a fouv, cruel, and 
iiicai difpofition, and a zealous p.ipi/t : he rcfoh- 
once to be above the lawsj make hiinfeif abfohitc, 
eftablifh popery; upon which the nation, very 
y and juftiy, turned him out, before he had rei^'^ned 
: four years ; and called the prince of Orasge irum 
and, who had married king James's cidcft daugh- 
\4ary. 

lie prince and princcfe of Orange were then dt- 
d, by parliameat, king and queen of 11. inland, by 
itle of king William tlic lliird and queen Mi.ry 5 
this It called the Revolution, 
ucen Mary was anexcflicntprincefs ; but flie di- 
?vcn years before ki?ig William, v/ithcut children. 
5 William was a brave and v/arlike king : he would 
: been glad of marc povtrvi ilun he ought lo have : 
bis parliaments kept him wlil\in du^ boiuuls, ajjainft 
irill. To tiiis rtvolutiou vrc again t)we our liber- 
King William, dyir.g without diildren, v/as fue- 
led by Guccn Anne, tne iccoiid daughter of king 
ics the Second. 

lie reign of queen Anne was a glovious one, bv'the 
.•cfs of iicr arms againfl: France, under the duKe of 
rlborough. As £lie di-^d without children, the fa- 

tof the Stuarts ended in her 5 and the crown went 
shoufe of Hanover, as the next proteflant fan'.ily : 
hat flie was fuccecded by kiog George the Firft, 
ler of the prefent king. 



LETTER. XXXIII. 

ExbortaiiM to Go$d-Btha^iour in Company. 

HOUGH T need not tell one of yonr ajre, cxperx- 
j, and knowledge of the world, how ni^ceilary good- 
dinp is, to recommend one to mankind ; yet, as 
r ?arious occupations of Creel; and cricket, L?tin 

pitch- fa rthinpj may pofiibly divert your ^Uviwuoxv 
1 diis objcft^ I iiktZQ tiiz iibciiy o£rcmuKVvr.^^^u^^ 



74 ELEMENTS OF A 

it. It IS good-breeding alone that can prep cflef 
pie in your favour at iirll fip^ht ; more time* bein 
ceflary to difcover greater talents. This good-1 
ing, you know, does not confifl in low bows ar 
mal ceremony ; but in an eafy, civil, and relp 
behaviour. Ycu wiA therefore take care to a 
with complaifance, vhen you r.rc fpokc^ to j tc 
youifi^lf at the lower end of tl.c table, unlefs bid 
nighf ; to drink nrft to the lady of the houf 
next to the mailer ; nbt to cat awkwardly or d 
not to fit when others ftand : and to do all this 
an air of complaifance, and net with a grave, fou: 
as if you did it aH unwillingly. I do not mean i 
infipid fmile, that fools have \vh 'n they would be 
but an air of fcnfible good humour. I hardly 
any thingfo diflicult to attain, or fo iieceiiary to f 
as perfect good- breeding ; which is cquc'Iiy inc 
ent v/ith a ftifF formality, an impertinent fcrwai 
and an awkw?rd bwfhfulnefs. A httle ceremon) 
ten neceflary ; a certain de;jree of f? rmnefs is ab: 
ly fo ; and an outward mo(1cfi.y is extrcmtly beco 
tne knovv'ledge of the world, and your own o\ 
lions, mud, ^nid alone can, tell you tlie proper c 
ties of each. — Adi;;u ! 



LErrr.ii xxxiv. 

.Geo{i'Bre€difr^„,,IiIar/:j cf ]\€/i>c^.,.,Cii'i!ify to the 



Sex, 



• EAR BOY, 



CjrOOD.BJlEEDlNG is fo important an art 
life, and fo abfoiutely ncceii'ary for you, if you 
pleafe, and b<' wclJ r',\'eived ia the world, tl.at 
give you anoi-'lM r l<:6lure upon it, and pciilbly tl 
net be the kii neither. 
I onjy mcuuonct}.^ in my lail, the general r 
corn man civility^ which, v;Vocvct v\ocv. w^>V. oWe.r\ 
y^rfs fpr A kcnvy and be as ui\\ve\corc\^ tv^ow^X 
^J^X ; and t/icre is hardly auy bcl^'J \iTuU\ <^w 
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> anfwcr when they are fpoken to, or not to far, Sir, 
r Madam, according to the rank of the people they 
leak to. But it is not enough not to be rude ; jom 
lould be civil, and diftinguiflied for your good-breed- 
ng. Tlie firft piinciple of this good-breeding is^ 
lever to fay any thing that you thiak can be difagree* 
ible to any body in company \ but, on the contrary, 
rou fhould endeavour to fay what will be agreeable to 
hem, and that in an ea.fy and natural manner, without 
Teeming to ftudy for compliments. There islikewifefucha 
tlung as a civil look anda rude look ; and you ihould look ci- 
vil as well as be fo 5 for if, while you are faying a civil 
thmg, you look grutf and furly, as mod Englifli bump- 
kins do, nobody will be obliged to you tor a civility 
that feemed to come fo unwillingly. If you have oc- 
caGon to contraditl any body, or to fet them right from 
a miftake, it would be very brutal to fay, That is not 
lb; I know better -, or. You are out ; but you fhould 
ty, with a civil look, I beg your pardon, I liclicve yo« 
Bnftake, or. If 1 may take the liberty of conlradicting 

E, I believe it is fo and fo ; for, though you m.iy 
w a thing better than other people, yet it is very 
Shocking to tell tliem fo diredly, witnout foEiething to 
fcftcn it ; but, remember particularly, that whatever 
TouCiy, or do, with ever fo civil an mtention, a great 
vealconfifts in the manner and the look, which mufh 
fcc genteel, eafy, and natural, and is cafier to be felt 
dandefcribed. 

Civility is particularly due to all women ; and rc- 
iDcmber, that no provocation whatfoevcr can juftify 
iny man in not being civil to ever}' woman ; and the 
ffeateft man in England would juilly be reckoned a 
Brute, if he was not civil to the meaneft woman. It is 
doe to their fex, and is the only protc£lion they havtf 
Ifunft the fupcrior ftrength of ours. Obferve the 
left and moft well-br«d of the French people, how 
igrecaUy they infinuate little civilities in their c^nver- 
wion. They think it fo eflential, that they call aft 
^eft and civil man by the fame name, o{ hoimett bom- 
.f:»nd theRomam called civility bumanittks^ iLSX^^Vtt^- 
i^ it infepznLUc irom humanity \ aad dct^^udt^v^ 

G 
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It, that your reputation and fuccefs in the 'world wiH, 
iii a creat meauire, depend upon the degree of good- 
breeding you are mafter of. You cannot begin too 
carlj to take that turn, in order to make it nitural and 
habitual to you ; which it is to very few Engliflimcn, 
who, neglecting it while they are young, find out, too 
late, when they are old, how ncceflary it is, and the» 
cannot get it right. — Adieu ! 



'«■ 



LETTER XXXV. 

^ylt,,. Admonitions io Diligence, 
»XAR BOY, Dublin Ciiitle, Novcmoer the nth* 



I 



HAVE received your two letters, of the 2(Stli 
Oftober, and 2d November, both which were prcttt 
CorrcG ; excepting that you make ufeofthe worddii- 
affeftion to exprels want of affection, in which fenfe 
it is feldom or never ufcd, but with regard to the gov* 
crnment. People who arc agairifl the government arc 
faid to be difaflcfted ; but ©ne never fays, fuch a pcr- 
fon is difaffefted to his father, his motiicr, Sec. though 
in tiuth it would be as proper j but ufage alone (fc 
cides of language \ and that ufage as I have chfervcd 
before is, the ufr.ov^ of people of fafliion and letterSt 
The common people, m every country, fpeak their 
own language very ill •, the people of fafliion (as they 
a^p called) fpeak it better, but not always correctly, bc- 
caufe they are not always people of letters. Thofe 
who fpeak their own language the moft accurately are 
thofe who have learning, and are at the fame time in 
the polite world ; at lead their language will be reck- 
oned the ftandard of the language^ of tliat country. 
The grammatical rules of moft languages are pretty 
nearly the fame, and your Latin Grammar will teacA 
you to fpeak Englifh grammatically. But every lan- 
jjuage has its particular idioms and peculiarities, which 
Jire not to be accounted for, but, being eftablifhed by 
uf^igCj mud be fubmitted to •, as, iot\T>^2»ivc^,l:low d« 
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)ut is ufed by every body, for. What is the (late 
iir health ? There are a thoufand expreffions of 
ud in every lasguage, which, though infinitely 
I, yet, being univerfally received, it would be 
oie abfurd not to make ufe of them. — ^I had a 
by laft poft from Mr. Maittaire, in which he tell* 
at your Greek Grammar goes on pretty well, but 
ou do not retain Greek words, without which 
Greek rules will be of very little ufe. This is 
ant of memery, 1 a;n fure, but want of atten- 
for all people remember whatever they attend 
hey fay, that ** Great wits have fhort memories ;" 
fay, that only fools have fliort ones ; bccauCr 
re incapable of attention, at leaft to any thinff 
efcrvcs it, and then they complain of want n 
ry. 

J aftonifliing to me that you have not an ambi- 
3 excel in every thing you do j which, by atten* 

each thing, and to no other at that time, you 
cafily bring about. Can any thing be more flat- 
than to be acknowledged to excel in whatever 

rtempts ? And can idlenefs and diflTipation afford 
cafurc equal to that ? J^/ nil molitur inepte^j was 
F Homer ; and is the beft thing tliat can be faid 
r body. Were I in your place, I proteft I fliould 
iancholy and mortified, if I did not both conilrue 
T, and play at pitch, better than any boy of my 
ige, and in my own form. I like the epigram, 
:nt me laft very well, and would have you in every 
tranfcribe ten or a dozen lines out of fome good 
n ; I leave the choice of the fubjeft, and of the 
ige, to you. What I mean by it i^, to make you 
to many (liining paiVages of different authors, 

1 writing ihcm is the likclieft way of doing, pro- 
you Will but attend to them while you write 

-—Adieu ! Work hard, or you will pafs your timd 

I at my return. 

. , ' I ■■ 

* Vilho does nothing «wkw2Lr<il^« 
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LETTER XXXVL 

ffortue,. Style of tki Augufian Jgi». Epigrsm, 

BEAR BOY, Dublin, February the 

J^ RECEIVED your letter, of the nth, with c 
pleaiurc, it being well written in every fenfe. J 
glad to find that you begin to taftc Horace \ the r 
you read him tJie better you will like him. His A 
Poetry is, in my mind, his maftcr-piece \ and thci 
he there lays down arc applicable to almoft every 
of life. To avoid extremes, to obferve propriety 
confuh one's own ftrcngth, and to be confiftent i 
beginning to end, are precepts as ufcful for the ma 
for the poet. When you read it, have this obferva 
in your mind, and you will find it holds true throi 
.^Qt. Tou arc extremely welcome to my T'acitus, 
tided you make a right ufc of it ; that is, prov' 
you read it ; but I d6uDt it is a little too diihcult 

iou yet. He wrote in the time of Trajan, when 
<atin language had greatly degenerated from the pu 
of the AuguTlan Age* Befides, he has a peculiar < 
cifcnefsof otyle,that often renders him obfcure. 
he knew, ani defcribes mankind perfe£lly well ; 
that is the* great and ufcful knowledge. You car 
apply yourfeif too foon, nor too carefully to it. 
jnore you know men, tlie lefs you will truft th 
Young people have commonly an unguarded open 
«nd franknefs ; they contradl friendfliips eafily, are 
dulous to profcffions, and are always the dupe 
them. If you would have your fecret kept, keep i 
yourfeif : and, as it is very poffible that your fri 
may one day or other become your enemy, take ( 
not to put yourfeif in his power while ne is y 
friend. The fame arts and tricks that boys will i 
try upon you, for balls, bats, and half-pence, men * 
make ufc of with you, when you arc a man, for ot 
purpoks. 

Your French epigram is a igTCtty one. I f 
you another in return, which vy^is ttvai^^ -vx^q 
^erjr infignificTiiit obfcwe itWoN^^ v;\vo Vilv 'j, 
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ntioney in his will, for an epitaph to be made upoa 
u 

Colas eft raort de maladie— 

Tu vcux quej'cii pieure le fort f 
Qkc. diolc v:iox-tu que j'cn difc ? 

Ciias vlvoit ! CoUseft moit ! { 

t cxpofts perfectly well the filly vanity of a fellow^ 
3, though he had never done any thing to be {poken 
in his life time, wanted to have fomething faid of 
I after his death. I will give you, into the bargain, a 
Y good Englifh epitaph, upon a virtuous and beautU 
young lady : 

Unrieriicath chis ftone doth lie, » 

As much v'.rtue as couid die j 

Wliith when aiive, did vigdur give, ' 

To as much beauty as couid live. 

idieu ! Work hard 5 for your day of trial drawf 
ir. 



LETIER XXXVII. 

Atiintion,.>PerfpUuity„,Diftruft of PrtfepMf^ 
■» DubJia Caftle^ March the lOth^ 

AM very glad you went to hear a trial in the Court 
King's Bench, and ftill more fo, that you made th«. 
per animadverfions upon the inattention of many of 
people in the court. Ab you obferved, very well, 
mdccency of that inattcniion, I am fure you will 
'cr be guilty of any thing like it yourfelf. There is 
furer fign in the world of a littie, weak mind, than 
ttcntion. Whatever is wortli doing at ail is worth 
ng well ; and nothing can be done well witliout at- 
tion. It is the fure anfwer of a fool, when you afk 
1 about any thing diut v/as faid or done, where he 
8 pvefent, tliat, 1 ruly he did not mind it. — And why. 
. not tlie fool mind it ? What had he ciie to 4^ 

^ ^ V 

What/baiUtiy ? ' ' 

£9tM lived I Culas is dead ! 

^3 
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there, but to mind what was doing ? A man of lenfr 
fees, hears, and retains every thing that pafies where 
he is. I defire I may never hear you talk of not mind- 
ing, nor complain, as moft fools do, of a treacherous 
memory. Mind not only what people fay, but how 
they fay it ; and, if you have any lagacity, you may 
difcover more truth by your eyes than by your ears. 
People can fay what they will, but they cannot look 
juft as they will j and their looks frequently difcovcr 
what their words arc cal«ulated to conceal. Obfervc, 
therefore, people's looks carefully, when they fpeak, 
not only to you, but to each other. I have often gitef- . 
fed, by people's faces, what they were faying, though I 
#ould not hear one word they faid. The moft material 
knowledge of all, I mean the knowledge of the world, 
is never to he acquired without great attention -, and I 
know many old people, who, mough they have lived 
long in the world, are but children ihll as to the know- 
ledge of it, from their levity and inattention. Certain 
forms, which all people comply witli, and certain arts^ 
tp-hich all people aim at, hide, in fomc degree, the 
truth, and give a general exterior refemblance to almoft 
tvery body. Attention and fagncity muft fee through, 
that veil, and difcover the natural charaSer. Tou are 
of an age, now, to refleft, to obferve and compare cha- 
rafters, and to arm yourfelf againft the common arts^. 
mt leaft, of the world. If a nian, with whom you are 
but barely acquainted, to whom you have made na of- 
fers, nor given any marks of fricndlhip, makes you, or> 
a fudden, ftrong profeflions of his, receive them with- 
civility, but do not repay them with confidence ; hc 
certainly means to deceive you ; for one man does not 
fall in love with another at light. If a man ufes ftrong 
proteilatious or oaths, to make you believe, a tiling*- 
which is of itfclf fo likely and probable that the bar« 
faying of it would he fufncient, depend upon it he lie9^ 
zndia higldy intercfted in making you believe it j. ©'• 
0l£: he would not take fo much paius.-*- Adieu ! 
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LETIER XXXVIIL 

Le ar fling . . , Gtod- Bnedingt Uc» 
% moT) Dublin^ March thet}d« 

M glad you arc fenfibk the book I mentioned rc- 
s more than one new edition before it can be cor- 
but, as you promife to co-operate with me, I aim 
sat hopes of publifliing a pretty good edition of it 
e or fix years time* I mud have the text very 
(ft, atid the charafter very fair ; both which mult 
liefly your care : as for the notes, which I fancy you 
iefire fhould be bank-notes, I bcHeve I muft pro- 
them ; which I am rery willing to do, if the 
defcrves them. 

3U call upon me for the partiality of an author to 
wn works ; but take this along with you, that the 
I authors arc always the moft partial to their own 
:$ 5 but a good autnor is the fevereft critic of his 
compofitions j therefore^ as I hope that, in this 
I am a good author, I can tell you, I {hall always 
)rre£l:ing, and never think my work perfe£k en- 
1. To leave allegory, which fliould never be long 
it may be this has been too long) I tdl you very 
ufly, tnaf I both expe£l: and require a great deal 
I you J and if you IhoUld difapponit me, I would 
idvife you to expe£b much from me. I aft: nothing 
ou fcut what is entirely in your own power, to b« 
oneft, a kerned, and a well-bred man. As for the 
, I cannot, I will not doubt it : I think jou know 
idy the infamy, the horrors, and the misfortunes, 
always attend a diihoneft and diilionourable man. 
to learning, that is wholly in your own power ; 
ication wm bring it about ; and you muft have 
Good-breeding is the natural refult of common 
s and common obferration. Common fenfc 
Its out civility, and obfervation teaches you the 
incr of it, which makes it good-breedings To\fcVV 
the truth, I do not know any tlVmg vom t?o\ vxv t 
b as in this lad : and a very gre^Lt raWvtv^ \\ v 
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• 

be well-brf d, you have fenfe enough to know what it 
to be civil ; but I cannot fay that you endeavour mu< 
to be fo. It is with difHcuIty that you bring yourf( 
to do the common offices of civilitv, which fhould s 
ways fecm willing, and natural. Good night. Sir ! 



LETTER XXXIX. 

TAg Ftmale 5«....AW /« attack BulUs •f?eofk. 
i»SAit BOT. April the 51 



B 



EFORE it IS very long^ I am of opinion, that y< 
will both think and (peak more favourably of wom( 
than you do now. \ ou feem to think, that, from E 
downwards, they have done a great deal of mifchie 
As for that Lidy, I give her up to you ; but, fince h 
time, hillory will iniorm you, that me» have done mui 
more mifchief in the world than women \ and, to f 
th5 truth, I would not advifc vou to truft either, mo 
tlian is abfolutely neccffary. But this I will advife y< 
to, wliich is, never to attack whole bodies of any kini 
for, befides that all general rules have their exceptiot 
you unncceflarily make yourfelf agreat number of en 
mies, by attacking a corps colleftively. Among w 
men, as among men, there are good as well as bad 
and, it may be, full as many, or more good, th; 
among men. This rule holds as to iiwyers, foldiei 
parfons, courtiers, citizens, &c. They are all me 
fubje<3: to the fame paflions and fcntiments, differii 
only in the manner, according to their feveral educ 
tions \ and it would be as imprudent as unjuft to \ 
tack any of them by the lump. Individuals forgi 
fometimes ; but bodies aiid focietics never do. ftla 

Sjung people think it very genteel and witty to abi 
e clergy 5 in which they ar€ extremely miftakc 
All general refleftions, upon nations and focietitSj a 
the trite, thread-bare jokes of thofc who fet up for ^ 
^thout having any, and fo Viave iceowife x.o c^uamo 
:dace. Judge of iadividuaW ixom \q>ml v«u^bjm 
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ledge of theiii> and not from their ftz, profeffion, or 
denomination. 

Though at my return, which I hope will be Tcrjr 
foon, I {hall not find your feet lengthened, I hope I fhall 
find your head a good deal fo, and then I ihall not 
iDucn mind your icet. In two dr three months after 
my return, yon and I fhall purt for fome time : yon 
muft go to read men, as well as books, of all languages 
and nations. Obfervation and reflei^ion will then be 
very ncceffary for you. We will talk this matter orer 
hilly when we meet ; which, I hope, will be in th« 
laft week of this month ^ till when, 1 have the happi-i 
Ofifs of being Your moft faithful parent. 



IXrTER XL. 

D ire ff ions in TrM'Villifi^».,»Swijs Cent ens, 
BEAi BOY» B atb, September the 29tli/ 

1 RECEIVED by the Lift mail your letter of the 23d. 
from Heidelberg ; ai^.d am v^ry well pleafed to find 
that you inform yourfelf of the particulars of the ferer- 
al places you go through. You do mighty right to fee 
thccur:of:,!.*s in thcfj icveral plvjcv s ; luch as thegold- 
en bii!l .i: 1' :.!.''. -•:. the tun at ITcidcIberg, &c. Other 
travelii:i>, i.-. ; ■4): ':r! t-M. oft!. cm — ii is very proper 
tofec them t ij : j : ,1 : . .i f. .inj js the leaft 

BUterial object ci iiivjlr/ , .u.iv'.r.y iiTxl knowing 
We the cfllntiiil poi.its. i L<'r ;i*M*e pr.:y let your ih- 

Juiricsbe chiefly dircc^;d to th: ]:lio\^1:c;oc of the con^ 
itution and particular luflom:, 01 rlu: places at which 
Jou refide, or through \f Iiidi \'vi pr.ts. Whom they 
eloBg to, by what right anci t< nur^i, and fince when ; 
o whom the fupreme authority ii lodged ; and by what 
niagiilrates, and in what n.ann-ir, the civil and the 
criminal jultite is ad mi. liiU red. It is likewife neccfla- 

Jttget as much acquaiiitrtncj as you can, in order to 
ferve the chnracXcrs :ind manners of the ^to^\t \ iv>t 
Y Aough humaii-natun: is in tvuiii the famt t\\iOM^\^^«! 
' Fiolebunran fpccies, yet it is fo diffcreuAY tooijv^^ 
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and varied, by e«lucrvtion, habit, and difFcrent cufloms, 
that one fhould, upon a iiiglu and iupwrficial obferra- 
tion, almofl think it different. 

As I have never been in Switzerland myfclf, I wiuft 
dcfire you to inform mc, now and then, of the confli- 
tution of that country. As, for inilance, do the thir- 
teen cantons, jointly and collcv^tively, form one govern- 
ment, where the fupreme authority is lodged 5 or is 
each canton fovercign in itfelf, and under no tic or con- 
ftitutional obligation of afting in common concert with ' 
the other cantoiis f Can any one canton make war or 
alliances with a foreign povr«r, witheut the confcnt of 
the other twelve, or at leaft a majority of them r Can. 
any one canton declare war agaiiul amother ? If every 
canton is Icvercign and independent in itfelf, in whom 
is the fuprcme power of tliat canton lodged ? Is it la 
one man, or in a certain number of men ? If in on«. 
man, what is he called ? If in a number, what arc thtj 
called ; fenate, council, or vh;;t ? I do not fuppofe 
that you yet can knowthefc things youifclf j but a ve- 
ry little inquiry, of thofe who do, will enable you to 
anfwer me thcle few queftions in your next. You fee, 
I am fure, the neceflity of knowing thefe things tho- 
ifoughly, and, confequently, the neceflity of converSng 
much with tlie people of the country, who alone can 
inform you rij^htiy ; whereas moft of the Englifli, wha 
travel, converlc only with each other, and confequent- 
ly know no more, wiiv-n they rtturn to England, than 
tncy did when thiy kli it. This proceeds from mau^' 
%/aTfi h9r.t9 *, wliich niiikci ihem aixiamtd of going into 
CompaTiy ; and fvLque.niy too from the want of the 
ncccfla-.y language ^'lench) to cu;.b[e them to bear \ 
their p;:rt in it. As for the mau-jai/ehonte, 1 hope- you 
are above it. Tour figure is like ether people's 5 I' ^ 
fuppofe you will take care that your drefs fliall be fo i 
too, and to avoid any fingularity. What then (hould ^i 
you be afliamtd of ? And why not go into a mixed ^,^ 
compnny, witli as much eafe, and as little concern, as 
jrou would go into \our own room? V\cc and ignor* 
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are the only things I know which one ought to be 
ned of: keep but chzv of them, and you iuay go 
where without fear or concern. 1 have knowa 

people, who, from feeling the pain and inconvc- 
:es of this mawvaiji hontt, have ruflicd into the oth- 
treme, and turned impudent ; ai cowards fome- 
{ grow defperatc from the exccfs of danger : but 
:oo1s carefully to be avoided •, thtrj bting noth— 
more generally (hocking th-in in;judcnce. The 
urn between thefe two extrrrnts marks, out the 
bred man ; he fe^ls himlVit firm and cafy in all 
)anies ; is modeil w'rthout b-r-ing baihfiil, and ftea- 
itliout being impudent : if he is a {lrai:^eT, he ob- 
s, with care, the manners and w ays cf ihe people 
noftelleemed at tliat place, and conforms to theia 

complailance. inllead of findr-ig fault with the 
uns of til a t p I a c e , -a ri tl 1 1 W i ; ig 1 1 i c pc opl c tli at the 
ifli ones are a thcuK'nd timco better (;is my coun- 
en are very apt to do) he romiiuiulo their table, 

dtefsj their houlVs, aiul their rr.:.nor?rs, wlicnever 
ees occaiion for c( jnmend.ition. 'l'h\s degree of 
jlaifance is neitlier ci imlnal nor abjeci, and is but 
all price to pay for the good-will and aire£tion of 
Kople you toaverfe with. As the generality of 
Ic are weak enough to be pU afetl with thefe httlc 
J8, thofe who rcfufe to pleafe tl^em, fo cheaply, 
in my mind, weaker than they. There is a very 
y little French book, written by I'abbc dc Bellc- 
;, entitled, L^Art Jc plah-e dans la Converjaiion * ; and, 
gh I confefs that it is impoffible to reduce the art 
rafing to a fy Hem, yet this book is not wholly ufe- 
I dare fay you may get it at Geneva, if not at 
anne, and I would adv ife you to read it. But thii 
;iple I will lay down, that the delire of pleaiing is 
lit half the art of doing it ; the reft depends only 

the manner, winch attention, obfervation, and 
lenting good com.pany, will teach. But if you arc 
carelefs, and indifferent whether you pkaife OPt 
iepend upon it you never will pleafe. 
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This letter is infenfibly grown too long ; but, nt 
mlways flatter myfelf that my cxnericnce may be offer 
vfc to your youth and inexperience, I tlirow out, as 
occurs to aie> and (hall continue to do fo, every thi 
tliat I think may be of the leaft advantage to you 
this important and decifive period of your life. — Gi 
prcferve you I 



LETTER XLL 

Exhortation to Diligenc4 in Acquiring Kne^vMgt* 
»BAJt &oY> Bath, Odf.ber the 4 

JL HOUGH I'cmploy fo much of my time in writn 
to you, I confcfs, Iliave often my doubts, whether it 
to any prtrpofe, I knew how unwelcome advice gc 
craiiy is •, I know th.»t tlicfc who want it mod, like: 
andioliow it Iciifl ; and I know, too, that the advi 
of parents, more particularly, is afcribed to themorof 
nels, the imptTioufnef:^, or the garrulity of old-ag 
But then, o)i the oth^jrhand, I flatter myfclf, that i 
your own reafon (tlioiigh too young as yet to fuggc 
much to you of itfclf) is, however, ft rong enough 1 
cnabk you, bi>th to judge of, and receive plain truths 
I flatter myicif (I fay) that your own reaion, youngs 
It is, ftiuit tell you, that I can have no intereft but youi 
in ili'j afivicc 1 give you ; and that, confequently, yc 
will at -alt wci^h and conlider it well ; in which ca{ 
fornc of it will, I hope, have its cfitjcl. Do not this 
th'cit I nic?n to dictate as a parent ; I only mean to ai 
vifw js a frierd, and an indulgent one too : aad do m 
appielicnd ti.iit I mean to cneck your pleafurcs; < 
which, on the contrary, I only dcfire to be the guidi 
mot the c^'itor. Let my experience fupply your wai 
of it, and ckar your way, in the progrels ot your youtl 

, of thofe thorns and briars which fcratchedand disfigi 
red me hi the courfe of mine, 

I have fo often recommended to you attention aii 
application to whatever you learn, that I do not loa 

Aon tbcm BOW as duties > but 1 point them out to yoi 
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s conducive, nay. abfolutcly neccfTary to your plea* 
jrcs ; for can thire be a greater pleafure tlian to be 
iniverfally allowed to excel thofe of one's own ace and 
nanner of life ? And, confequently, can there beany 
hing more mortifying than to be excelled by them r 
!n this latter €afe, your (hame and regiet muft be great> 
nr than any body's, becaufe every pcrfon knows the un- 
:ommon care which has been taken of your education, 
md the opportunities you have had of knowing more 
than others of your age. . I do not confine the appli- 
cation which I recommend, fingly to the view and emu- 
lsion of excelling others (though this is a vcryifenfible 
pleafure and a very warrantable pride) but I mean likc- 
Iji'ifeto excel in the thing itfelf ; for, in my mind, one 
may as well not know a thing at all, as know it but im- 
pcrfcftly. To know a little of any thing gives neither 
utisfacJion or credit ; but often brings diigrace or ri- 
tecule. 

Mr. Pope fays, very truly, 

A 'ittle Icr.owlcJ;^e is a da"j»*rous tliin^'; 
Drink deep, or tafte not the Cailaiian fprlng. 

And what is called a fmattering of every thing, infal- 

Hblv cnnilitutcs a coxcomb. I have often, of late, re- 

iedcd what an unhappy man I muft now have been, 

if I had not acquired in my youth fome fund and tafte 

tif learning. -What could I have done with myf jlf, at 

ttis age, without them ? I muft, as many ignorant peo- 

'pl?do, have deftroycd my health and faculties by fot- 

Jting away the evemngs 5 or, by wafting them rrivo- 

ifiufly in the tattle or cvery-day company, muft. have 

txpofed myfelf to the ridicule and contempt of thofc 

with whom I affociated ; or, laftly, I muft have hanged 

ayfclf, as a man once did, for wearincfs of putting on 

™ pulling off his flioes and ftockings every day. My 

1)0oks, and only my books, are now left me ; and I dai- 

*% find what Cicero fays of learning, to bt ttu^ \ Rare 

'^w 0rMM>rt, sit'ver^s ferfugium^ ac faUiiium pT^htnX d%\t 
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tant domiy non impediunt forts yfernoBant nohifcum^ feregrinan- 
tur, ruflicantur *. 

I do not mean, by this, to exclude converfation out 
of the pleafures of an advanced age ; on the contrary, 
it is a very great, and a very rational pleafure, at att 
ages j but the converfation.of the ignurant is no con- 
verfation, and gives even them no pleafure : they tire 
of their own fterility, and have not matter enough to 
furnifh them with words to keep up a converfation. 

Let me, therefore, mod earneftly recommend to you, 
to hoard up, while youcan, a great jftock of knowledge ; 
for th(High, during the period of youth, you may not 
have occafion to ipend much of it ; yet you may de- 
pend upon it, that a time will come, when you will 
want it to maintain you. Public granaries arc filled in 
plentiful years *, not that it is known that the next, or 
the fecond, or third year, will prove a fcarce one ; but 
bccaufc it is known, that, foontr or later, fuch a year 
will come, in which the grain wiU be wanted. 

I will fay no more to you upon tliis fubjccl ; you 
have Mr. Harte with you to enforce it ; you have rca- 
fon to aflent to the truth of it. Do not imagine that 
the knowledge, which I fo much recommend to you, 
is confined to books, plcafinjj^, ufeful, and neccflary, ^s 
that knowledge is : but I comprehend in iti the great 
knowledge ot the world, ft ill more neceflary than that 
of books. In truth, they aluil one another reciprocal* 
ly \ and no man will have either perfedlly, who ha» 
not both. The knowledge of the world is only to be 
acquired in the world, and not in a ck^fct. Books ^ 
alone will never teach it you ; but they will fuggcft \\ 
many things to your obfcrvation, which might other- j*' 
wife efcape you ; and ycmr own obfervations upon man- \ 
kind, when compared with thole which you will £nd j 
in books, will help you to fix the true pointr ■ A 

To know mankind well, requires lull as much atten- J 

■ J , , I M J 

♦ Thfle Uudies improve youth and amufe oid au??"; they adora n 
l^rofperity, and afford a re^iipe and conlolaiion in adverfity ; they de- 
light at home, and are no imped imeat abroad \ they render ni^ht kfi 

ffJoomy §,'ihty are cheeri'ui Ci>aip«au&i;& un ajoutojfy, and cnleitala uaift 

^ttr rurMl re them Ct\ ti . 
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and application as to know books, and, it may be, 

s fagacity and difcernment. I am, at this time, 

tainted v/ith many elderly people, who have all . 

:d their wliole lives in tlie great world, but with 

levity and inattention, that they know no more of 

»w than they did at fifteen. Do not flatter your- 

thcrefore, with the thoughts that you can acquire 

knowledge in the frivolous chit-chat of idle compa- 

: no, you muft go much deeper than tliat. \ ou 

L look into people as well as at them, Alnioft all 

)le are born with all the pafiions, to a certain dc- 

j but almoft every man has a prevailing one, to 

ch the others are fubordinate. Search every one 

hat ruling paflion 5 pry into the recefTes of his heart, 

obferve the different workings of the fame paffioa 

iffercnt people. And when you have found out the 

railing paffion of any man, remember never to truft 

, where that paffion is concerned- 

would defire you to read this letter twice over, but 

: I much doubt whether you will read once to the 

of it. I will trouble you no longer now ; but we 

have more upon this iubjefk hereafter. — Adieu I 



LETTER XLIt. 

Negligence,,, J tfence of Mind in Companf^ 
At Bo\, Batii, Odober the jJu 

OUR diflrefles in your journey from Heidelberg 
IchafFhaufen, your lying upon ftraw, your black 
d, and your broken herline'^^ are proper feafonings 
the greater faiiguts and diflrefles which you muft 
jft in the couric of your travels •, and if one hud a 
\ to moralife, one Uiight call them tin. famplts of 
iccidenrts, rubs, and difficulties, which cvtiy man 
:s with in his journey through life. In this joui- 
thc underflanding is the 'voiture\ that mufl carry 
through ; and in proportion as that is ftrongcr or 

" ■ » ■ 
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weaker, * more or lefs in repair, your journey \ 
:betttr or worfe ; though, at beft, you \n\\ no^ 
then fiiid fome bad roads, and fome bad inns, 
care, therefore, to keep that necefTary 'voiture in p 
goodi repair \ examine, improve, and ftrengthcn : 
ry day ; it is in the power, and ought to be the c 
^ every man to do it •, he that negledls it, defer ves t 
and certainly will feel, the fatal effects of that 
gcnce. 

apropos of negligence ; I mud fay fomething tc 
upon that fubjeft. You know I nave often toL 
tiiat my afFe6iion for you was not a weak, woi: 
one ; and, far from bhnding me, it makes mc but 
quick- fighted, as to your faults : thofe it is no 
my right, but my duty, to tell you of; and 
yojir duty and your intereft to correct them. 
ftntl fcrutiny which I have made into you, '. 
(thank God) hitherto not difcovered anv grofs v 
the lieart, or any particular wcaknefsor the hcac 
I have difcovered lazinefs, inattention, and indilK 
— faults which are only pardonable in old men, vi 
• the decline of life, when health and fpirits fail, ] 
kind of claim to that fort of tranquility. But a 
man fhould be ambitious to fhine, and excel ; ale 
tive, and indefatigable in the means of doing it 
like Caefar^ Nila£ium reputans,fi quid fuperefet age* 
You fecm to ,want that nnvida <vis animi f , which 
and excites- moft young men to pleafe, to fliine, t;o 
Without the defire and the pains neceflary to D( 
fidered, depend upon it, you never can be lo •, as, 
out the defire and attention neceflary to pleale, yo 
er can pleafe. Nullum numen abeft,fifit prudentia\ 
queftionably true, with regard to every thing \ 
poetry ; and I am very fure that any man of co: 
underftanding may, by proper culture, care, attc 
and labour, make himfelf whatever he pleafes, < 
a good poet- Your deftination is the great an< 

• Thought he had done nothing while any thing remahi< 

done. 
/ TAc /?ro/?g Ibrce of the mind. 
t I^o pcoteAlng power is wwi'/m]*, if ^^xadencc be cmploj^cdj 
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your immediate objedl: is the affairs, the inter- 
id the hiftory, the conftitutions, the cuftonas, 
manners, of the feveral parts of Europe. In 
^ man of common fenfe may, by common ap- 
n, be fure to excel. Ancient and modern hif- 
:, by attention, eafily attainable. Geography; 
ronology the fame ; none of them requiring 
rommon fliare of genius or invention. Speak- 
writing, clearly, correftly, and with eafe and 
ire certainly to be acquired, by reading the bed 
with care, and by attention to the beft living 
Thefe are the qualifications more particular- 
Jar y for you^ which you may be poflefTed of if 
afe •, and which, I tell you fairly, Ifhall be very 
t you, if you are not; becaufe, as you have the ' 
in your hands, it will be your own fault only, 
re and appHciuion are necefTary to the acquir- 
hofe qualifications, without which you can nev- 
confidcrable, nor make a figure in tlie world, 
f not lefs necefTary with regard to the leffer ac- 
hments, which are requifite to make you agrec- 
\ pleafing in fociety. In truth, wnatever is 
doing at all, is worth doing well 5 and nothing 
done well without attention: 
tis commonly called an abfent man, is general-- 
r a very weak, or a very afFeded man 5 but be 
:h he will, he is, I am fure, a very difagrceable 
company. He fails in all the common ofiEces of 
; he ieems not to know thofe people to-day 
horn yellerday he appeared to live in intimacy, 
cs no part in the preneral converfation ; but, on 
tTary,Dreaks into it from time to time, with fomc 
his own, as ii he awaked from a dream. This 
d before) is a fure indication, either of a mind 
c that it is not able to bear above one objeft at a 
r fo afFcGed, that it would be fuppoft^d to be 
engrofled by, and direfted to fome very great 
portant objects. Sir Ifaac Newton, Mr. Locke, 
may be) five or £\Ji more fince the creation of 
:ld, may have had a right to abfence^ ixotn Ax'a.V 
diougbt which the thinga^ the^ ^w^x<^ Vpn^%^?^ 
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ting required. But if a young man, and a man of tfier 
world, who has no fuch avocations to plead, will claim 
and exercife that right of abfcnce in company, his pre- * 
tended right fliould, in my mlnJ,b*j luriicd into an in- 
voluntary abfence, by his pc:vpctual cxclufion out of 
company. However frivolous a coinpmy may b-.', ftill, 
while you are among them, do not^liow them, by your 
inattention, that you think them ib , but rather take 
their tone, and conform in fome decree to their v/eak- 
nefs, inftead of manifefling your contempt for thc«i. 
There is nothing that people bear moie impatiently, of 
forgive lefs, than contempt j and an injury is much 
fooner forgotten than an infult. • If therefore you 
would rather pleafe than off nd, rathtr be well than ill 
fpoken of, rather be loved than hated ; remember to 
have that conftant attention about you, which flatters 
cverjr man's little vanity •, and the want of which, by 
mortifying his pride, never fails to excite his refent- 
mcnt, orat leaft his iIl•^vilL For inllance, mod peo- 

Ele (I may fay all pe^'ple) have their weaknefles ; thcf 
ave their avcrfions and their likings' to fuch and fucQ 
things ; fo that, if you wcreto laugh at a ma n for his 
averfion to a cat or chcef^ (which are common antipa* 
thies) or, by inatt^rntion and negligence, to let them ' 
come in his way, where you could prevent it, he would^ 
in the firft cafe, think himfelf infultcd,and, in the fec- 
ondp flighted — and would remember both: whereas, 
your care to procure for him what he likes, and t« rc^ , 
move from him what he hates, (liows him, that he is at 
lead an object of youi* attention ; flatters his vanity, andr 
makes him noflibiy more your friend than a more inii*'. 
portant fervice would have done. With regard to wo-^^ 
men, attentions ftill below thefe are neceiTary, and, bj^ 
the cuftom of the world, in fome meafurc due, accordf 
ing to the laws of good-breeding. ^ ^ 

My long and frequent letters which I fend you, itt 
great doubt of their luccefs, put mc in mind of ccrtaip' 
papers, which you have very lately, and I formerly, feii% 
up to kites, along the ftring, which we call meflfengersi* 
bme of them the wind ufed to Wow away, OttMf 
'crc torn by the firings aad but icv oi ^^ ^^ 
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:uck to the kite. But I will content myfelf noir, 
id then, if fome of my pvefent mefiengcrs do but 
to you. — Adieu ! ^ 



• 



LETTER XIJIL 

On Plecfun.^.Re'vievi} of his o^nn Lifi» 
B.;Vj Londun> March the 17th* 



iEASURE is the rock which moft young people 
upon 5 they launch out with crowded fails in queft 

but without a eompafs to direft their courfe, or 
n fufficient to llecr the veflel \ for want of which, 
and f'lame, in(t;jad of pleafure, arc the returns of 

voynge. Do not think that I mean to fnarl at 
ure, hke a Itoic , no, I mean to point it out, and 
nmend it to you, like an Epicurean : I wifli you a 
: deal •, and my only view is to hinder y6u from 
iking it. 

le chara(3:er which moft young men firft aim, at iSf 
ofamanof pleafure ; but they generally take it 
i truft ; and inftead of confulting their own tafte 
inclinations, they blhidly adopt whatever thofc 

whom they chiefly converfe are pleafed to call by 
name of pleafure ; and a man of pleafure, in the 
ar acceptation of that phrafe, means only a beaftly 
kard, an abandoned whore-mafter, and a profligate 
rcr and curfer. As it may be of ufe to you, 1 am 
unwilling, though at the fame time afliiamed, to 
% that the vices of my youth proceeded much more 
t my (illy refolution of being what I heard called a 
of plealure, than from my own inclinations, ial- 
I naturally hated drinking j and yet I have often 
k, with difguft at the time, attended by great fick- 
thc next day, only becaufe I then confidered drink- 
18 8 neceflary qualification for a £ne gentleman^ 
a man of pleafure. 

lie iame as to gaming. I did not want monevsand 
miendy bad no occafion to play ioi \tsN>MX.l: 
pkpLy mother neceflary ingrcdiciil Va ^c cqxo 
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pofition of a man of plcafure, ami accor(Unp;ly I plung- 
ed into it without dcfirc, at firft ; facrificett a thoufand 
real plcafurcs to ir, atul made niyfv^lf folidly iincafy by 
it, for. tilirty tlicbcft yoarsofmy life. 

I was even :»b;urd enough, for a little while, to fwear, 
by way of adorning and cciiipletiug the lliining char- 
acter, which i ail. Med ; but this foily I foon laid afide, 
upon finding boili tlie guilt and the indoceiicy of it. 

Thus fcduced by fafluon, and blindly adopting nom- 
inal plcafures, I hllvj.d ones ; and my fortune impair- 
ed, and my conititurion {battered, are, I mafl confefai 
the Jufl puniflimcnt of my errors. 

Tiike warning then by them j chufc your pleafures 
for yourfelf, and do not let tJiem be impofed upon you^ 
Weigh the prefent enjoyment of your pleafures agiiind 
the neceiibry eonf vqu^nces of them, and then let your 
own common fenfe detjrmine your choice. 

Were 1 to begin the world again, with the experi- 
ence which I now have of it, I would Irad a life of real,, 
not of imaginary plcafiire. I would enjoy the pleaf- 
ures of the tabic, and of wine y but flop (hort of the 
pains infepar/ibly annexed to an excels in either. I- 
would not, Ht tvvcp.ty years, be a preaching, miilionarjr 
of abilemioufnefs and fobrictv ; and 1 (hould let othef 
people do as they wonld, witliout formally and fentcn— 
tioully rebuking th^m for it ; but I would be moft firm.^ 
ly refolved nol t • ..leflroy my own faculties and confti-^ 
tucion, in complaifance to thofe who have no regard to- 
their own. I would play to give me pleafure, but npt 
to give me pain ; that is, 1 would play for trifles, inmijc— 
ed companiLbjto amufe myfelf, 'diid conform to cuftom $» 
hut I would take care not to venture for fums, Vihxci%9 
if I won, 1 fljould not be the better for; but, if I Io(l^ 
{hould be under a difRculty to pay ; and, when paicl# 
would oblige me to retrench in feveral other articles * 
not to mention the quarrels which deep play commoi^'^ 
J/ occafions. 
/ would pafs fomc of my time in reading, and the-rfei^. 
in the compzny of people of fenfe ?Lt\<i \e^TO«v^^ ati<^ 
hicHy thoie above me : and I wou\^ iicc^M^inl xSfc tm*-** 
/ cornpsinics of men and woiaaexi oi liffltocix'^\»d»> 
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though often frivolous, yst ihcv unbend ?.nd refrefli 
tlie mind, not ufclefsly, 'becauie they certainly polifh 
and foften the manners. 

Thcfe would be my pleafures and amufements, if I 
was to live the laft thirty, years over again ; they arc ra- 
tional ones ; and moreover 1 will tc.li vcn they are re- 
ally the fafliionable onv:s ; for the ethers are not, in 
truth, the pleal'ures of what I call people of fafhion,but 
of thofe wlioonly call thcmfelvts lb. Does good com- 
pany care to have a man retiiii^ drunk among them ? 
Or to fee another tearing his hair, and blafpheming, for 




and much mere thofe wlio brag of them, make no part 
of good company j and are moft unwillingly, if ever, 
admitted into it. 

I have not mentioned the pleafures of the mind 
(which arc the folid and permanent ones) becaufe they 
do not come under the head of what people commonly 
call pleafures ; which they fcem to confine to the fenfes. 
The pleafurc of piety, of virtue, of charity, and of 
Icarnnig, is true and lafting pleafure ; witn which I 
«)pe you will be well and long acquainted.— Adieu! 

LETTER XLIV. 

Attention to one Thing at a 1 ime* 
BEAK BOY^ London^ April the I4tfa« 

iy you feel half the pleafure from the confcioufnefs of 
doing well, that I do from the information I have 
lately received in your favour from Mr. Harte, I (hall 
have little occafion to exhort or admonidi you any more, 
^ do what your own fatisfaclion and felf-love will fuf- 
ficiently prompt you to. Mr. Harte tells me that you 
"attend, that you apply to your ftudies, and that, be- 
pnning to undLTftand, you begin to VaVVe x)\\e.vci. '\!\\v^ 
fi^fiire will incrcHfc, and keep pace Nv\l\i ^omx •aXXe^- 
"^^jfothat the biihncy: will be gte^ilbj \,o -^omx 2An» 
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tage. You may remember, that I ln\ e nlways earncfl- 
ly recommenUcJ to you, tc do what you iire about, 
be that whht it will •, and to do noihing cKt^ at the fame 
time. Do not imagine, that I mean by this, that you 
ftiould attend to and plod at ycur hook all day long, j 
far from it : I mean tnat you ihould have your pleaf- 
ures too 5 and that ycu Ihould attend to them, for the 
time, as much as to your iludies ; and, if you do not 
attend equally to both, you will ncithi^r hp.ve im.prove- 
meut nor fatisfaclion from either. A man is fit for 
neither bufinefs nor pl^afurc, who either cannot or 
does not, command and direcl: his attention to the pre- 
fent object, and, in fome decree, banifli, for that time, 
all other objectis from his thoughts. If, at a party of 
pleafure, h man were to be folving, in his own mind, a 
problem in Euclid, he would be a very bad companion, 
and make a very poor figure in that cornfrf.ny j or if, in 
ftudying a problem in his ciofet, he were to think of a 
mnmet, I am apt to belic;ve that he would make a very 
poor mathematician. There is time enough for every 
thing, hi the courfe of the day, if you do but one thing 
at once 5 but there is not time enough in the year, it 
you. will do two things at a time. The penfionary dc 
w itt, who was torn to pieces in the year 1672, did the 
whole bufinefs of the republic, and yet had thne left to - 
go to aflembiies in the evening, and fup in company, t 
Being afked. How he could poflibly find time to go 
through fo much bufinefs, and yet amufe himfelf in the 
cvejiings as he did : be anfwered, There v/as nothing 
fo cafy ; for that it was only doing one thing at a time, 
and never putting off any ihinty till to-morrow tliat , 
could be done to day. This lieady and undiffipated :■ 
attention to one objccl is a fuve ni.irk of a fuperior ge- 
nius ; as hurry,, bultlc, and avjitat'on, arc the never-fail- 
ing fymptoms of a we^-k arid frivolous mind. When you .j 
read Horace, atte/.d to the jullni'ls of his thoughts, the 
happinefs of hlsdiition, and the beauty of hispoetry ; . 
and do not think olf l^ull;:ndorf Z)^ Homine et Give J ; iiul ' 
when you are reading PulFendorf, do not think of Mad« 

^ Ot :he man aijJ tlie citi^tcji. 
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ne tie St. Germain ; ror of PuflTrndorf, when you 

3 tnlking to Madame dcSt. Gorniiiin. 

Mr. ilanc informs mo, that h(i Ji«is reimburfed you 
iirt of your lofies in Germany ; and I confent to his 
Limburfing you the whole, now that 1 know you dc- 
:rve it. 1 ilv.ill grudge you nothing, nor fhall you 
'ant any thing, that you delire, provided you defervc 

: fo that, you lee, it iu in your owh power to liavc 
•hat ever you pie ale. 

There is a little book -which you read here with 
vIonCeur Coderc, entitled Mur.ie-i at lien perjer duns Us 
\uxTages d'eJprii^X written by Perc Bouhrurs. 1 wi{h 
fou would read this bosk again, at your kifure hours"; 
for it will not only divert you, but hktwile fonn your 
taftc, and give you a jult manner of thinking.-— Adieu ! 



LETTER XL\^ 

DireSiions to a young Tra-ielhr. 
ftiAjt £0Y, Lund. j)| June the 3ocba 



I 



WAS extremely plcafeJ with the account, which 
Jou gave me in your lad, of the civilities thst you re- 
vived in your iSwifs progrefs ; and I lisve wrote, by 
Ais poft, to Mr. Jjurjiaby, and to tl:t^ Jvoyer^ to thanlc 
ftcm for their parts. Ir the attention you met with 
pkafed you, as I dare fay it did, you will, I hcpe, draw 
ftis general conclufion from it, that attention and ci- 
rtlity pl<?afe all thofe to whom they are paid j and that 
^M will pleafc others, in proportion as you are atten« 
ive and civil to them. 

Biihop Burnet wrote his travels through Switzer- 
ind ; and Mr. Stauyan, from a long refidence there, 
as written the btft account, yet extant, of the Thir- 
ccn Cantons ; but liici'e books will be read no mnre, I 
trtfuine, after you fliuH have publUhed your account of 
llat country. I hope you will favour me with one of 
he firft copies, 'lo ba ferious \ though I do not de* 

t Tke maaaer of fofminj a ^i>o J judgment cu4\u\iut^j;^^\V\ ^l V^* 
fe iiccranire. 
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' fire that you fliould 'ur.mediatoiy turn autlior, and ol 
lige the world with your travels ; yet, wherever yc 
go, I would have you as curious and inquifitive as 
you did intend to write them. I do not mean, th; 
you fliould give yourfelf lb much trouble to know tl 
iHimber of houfes, inhabitants, lign-pofts, tomb-fton< 
of every town you go through ; but that you flioul 
inform yourfeli, as well as your ftay will permit yoi 
whether the town is free, or to whom it belongs, or i 
what manner ; whether it has any peculiar privileges c 
cuftoms ; what trade or manufactures; and fuchothc 
particulars as people of fenfc defire to know. An 
there would be no manner of harm, if you were to tak 
memorandums of fuch things in a paper book, to hel 
your memory. The only way of knowing all thd 
things is, to keep the beil company, who can bcft in 
form you of them. 

I am juft now called away ; fo good-night ! 

LETTER XLVI. 

Suf erftition ,..Lj ing, 
x>EAR BOY, London, September the sift 

J[ RECEIVED by the laft pod your letter of the 8tit 

and 1 do not wonder that you were furprifed at th 

credulity and fuperilition of the papills at Eidfieldlefli 

and at tneir abuird ftories of their chapel. Butifr 

member, at the fame time, that errors and mifta'^ 

however grofs, in matters of opinion, if they are 

^ere, are to be pitied ; but not puniflied, nor laugh 

at. The blindnefs of the underftanding is as much 

be pitied as the blindnefs of tlic eyes ; and there is lijj 

ther jeft nor guilt in a man's lofing his way in eid* 

cafe. Charity bids us ftt him right, if we can, by 

jeMjnents and perfuafions ; but Charity, at the fame tif 

forbids either to punifli or ridicule his misforti 

Every msin^s reafon is, and ruMft. bt KU guide j ai 

y^y as well expeffc, that e\eic^ m^tv ftvo>3\^ \i^ ^^ 

ze and complexion, as that Vie ftxouU xt^^wv Ya&. v 



i 



POLITE EDUCATION. 97 

Every man fecks for truth ; but God only koowt 
LO has found i(. It is, therefore, as unjuft to perfe-^ 
tC| as it is abfurd to ridicule, people for thofe (everal 
anions which they cannot help entertaining upon the 
mvi&icHi of their reafon. It is the man who tells, or 
4io a£i:s a lie, that is guilty, and not he who honeftly 
nd fincerely believes the lie. I really know nothing 
lore criminal, more mean, and more ridiculous, than 
jing. It is the produdlion either of malice^ cowardi- 
ce, or vanity ; and generally miffes of its aim in every 
3&e of thefe views j for lies are always deteded fooner 
or later. If I tell a malicious lie, in order to affe£t any 
lun*t fortune or cliarafker, I may indeed injure him 
br fome time ; but I fhall be fure to be the greateft fuf- 
ferer my f elf at laft ; for, as foon as ever I am detedled 
and dete£ted I moft certainly fhall be) I am blafted for 
ic infamous attempt ; and whatever is faid afterwards^ 
to the difadvantage of that perfon, however true,paire$ 
for calumny. If I lie, or equivocate, (for it is the fame 
diing) in order to excufe myfelf for fomething that I 
have laid or done, and to avoid the danger or the ihame 
4at I apprehend from it, I difcover at once, my fear, 
as well as my falfehood ; and only increafe, inftead of 
aroiding, the danger and the fhame •, I {how myfelf to 
kc the loweft and the meaneil of mankind, and am fure 
to be always treated as fuch. Fear, inftead of avoiding 
invites danger ; for concealed cowards will infult knovcn 
ones. If one has had the misfortune to be in the wrong, 
dicrc is fomething noble in frankly owning it j it is the 
mly way of atoning for it, and the only way of being 
Forgiven. Equivocating, evading, ftiuming, in order to 
lemove a prefent danger or inconvcniency, is fomc- 
liing fo mean, and betrays fo much fear, that whoev- 
n: pra^lifes them, always deferves to be, and often will 
>e kicked. There is another fort of lies, inoffenfive 
mough in themfelves, i>ut wonderfully ridiculous : I 
nean thofe lies which a miftaken vanity fuggefts, that 
Fefeat the verjr end for which they are calculated, and 
erminate in the humiliation and confuHon of their au« 
bor, who is fure to be detefted^ Thefe arc chiefly 
arrative and hiftorical lies, all intended to do infinite 

I 
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honour to their author. He is always the hero oi 
own romances ; he has been in dangers from w] 
nobody but himfelf ever efcapcd ; he has feen will 
own eyes whatever other people have heard or rend 
he has had more honms fortunes than ever he knew 
men ; and has ridden more miles poft, in one day, l 
ever courier went in two. He is foon difcovered, 
as foon becomes the objc£t of univerfal contempt 
ridicule. Remember then, as long as you Jive, 
Jjothing but ftrift truth can carry you through 
world, with either your confcience or your honour 
wounded. It is not only your duly, but your iiuei 
as a proof of which, you may always obferve, that 

freateft fools arc the greatcrt liars. For my own f 
judge of every man's truth by his degree of uin 
ftandmg* 

This letter will, I fuppofe,{ind you vX I.cipfig ; wl 
lexpeft and require from you attention and nccur: 
in both which you have hitherto been very defici 
Remember that 1 fliall fee you in the fummcr ; i 
examine you moft narrowly j and will never for 
nor forgive thofe faults which it has been in your c 
power to prevent or cure : and be a flu red, that I h 
many eyes upon you at LeipGg, befides Mr. Harle't 
Adieu ! 



LETTER XLVII. 

Kawk^ge ef the World, 
szAK BOT, London, O^tobei tlu 

Jl5y your letter of the i8th psfl, I find that^jpH 

at toleraole good landfcape painter, and can prtlent 

feveral views of Switzerland to the curious. 1 am \ 

glad of it, as it is a proof of fome attention ; b 

hope you will be as good a portiait painter, which 

much more noble fcicnce. By portraits, you will es 

Jiidge that I do not mean the outlines and the cole 

ing of the human figure, but the infide of the h 

9^idmind of man. This fciencc it<\w\i^%mo\^ ^^^ 
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l)fen''ation, and penetration, than the other ; as? 
it is infinitely more ufeful. Search therefore, 
he greateft care, into the characters of all thofe 
,you converl'e with ; endeavour to difcover their • 
ninant paffions, their pr<^vailing weaknefles, their 
s, their follies, and their humours j with all the 
and wrong, wife and filly fprings of human ac- 
which make fuch inconfiltent and whimfical be- 
" us rational creatures. A moderate (hare of pen- 
n, with great attcntion,will infaltiably make thefe 
try difcoveries. This is the true knowledge of 
)rld ; and the world is a country which noDody 
zt knew by defcription ; one muft travel through 
s-feii to be acquainted with it. The fcholar,. 
1 the duft of. his clofct talks or writes of the w^orld,, 
no more of it, than that orator did of war,, wha 
>ufly endeavoured to inftruCt Hannibal in it. 
5 and camps are the only places to learn the world 
liere alojie all kinds of cliarafters refort, and hu- 
aturc is fccn in all the various (hapes and modes 
education, cuftom, and habit.give it : whereas, 
)ther places, one local mode generally prevails,. 
oduces a Iccming, though not a real, fariienefs of 
ler. For example, one general mode diftin- 
s an univerfity, another a trading towri, a third a 
rt town, and fo on ; whereas at a capital, where 
nee or the fupreme power refides, fome of all 
'arious modes are to be feen, and feen in a£tioa 
:erting their utmoft (kill in purfuit of their fev- 
jeGs. Human nature is the fame all over the 
; but its operations are fo varied by education 
ibit, that one mull fee it in all its drefles, in order 
intimately acquainted with it. The paflion of 
on, for initaiic^i, is the fame in a courtier, a fol- 
ir anccclefii^itic •, but, from their different educa- 
md habits, they will take very different methods 
tify it. Civility, which is a difpofition to accom- 
e and oblige others, is eflentially the fame in cv- 
untry : biit^ood-breeding,as \t\% c^W^^, ^\\\Oft. 
Tinimer of ejcerting that difpoCvUoxv, \^ K\S<t\^^ 
/f every country, and meitVY \og?X \ -wx^ tNC 
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man of fcnfe imitates and conforms to that local j 
bf eedkig of the place which he is at. A confoi 
and flexibility of manners isneceflary in the coui 
the world ; that is, with regard to all things whici 
not wrong in thenifelves. The lerfatile ingemitm * i 
mod ufeuil of all. It can turn itfelf inftantly fron 
objcS to anothcr,afriuning the proper manner for < 
1% can be ferious with the grave, cheerful with 
gay, and trifling with the frivolous. Endear 
by all means, to acquire this talent, for it is a 
great on€. 

As I hardly know any thing more ufeful, than t( 
from time to dmc, piGures oi one's-fclf drawn by 
fcrent hands, I fend you here a fketch of you 
4rawn at Laufanne, while you were there, and 
over here by a perfon who little thought that it w 
€V«r fall into 'my hands; and indeed it was by 
greateft accident in the world that it did^ 



LETTER XLVUI. 



Cmatitnt agmin/t bufty and mfr^p^r Friindjhipi. 
»mAi pOT« London, October tfc 



P. 



&OFLE of your age, have commonly an nngt 

ed franknefs about them \ which makes them the 
prey and bubbles of the artful and the experien 
they look upon every knave, or fool, who tells t 
that he is their friend, to be really fo ; and pay 
profeflion of fimulated friend(hip, with an indif 
and unbounded confidence, always to their lofs, < 
to their ruin. Beware, therefore, now that yoi 
coming into the world, of thefe profilred friendf 
Receive them with civility, but with great incred 
too i and pay them with civility, but not with o 
dence. Do not let your vanity and felf-love, r 
yon fuppofe that people become your friends at 



^ff^« 
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ffjht, or even upon a (hort acquaintance. Real friend-* 
fliip is a flow grower 5 and never thrives, unlefs in- 
grattcd upon a ftock of known and reciprocal merit, 
llirrc is another kind of nominal friend (hip, among 
young people,' which is warm for the lime, but, by 

?rood iuck, of flurt duration. This friend ihip is hafti- 
y proda«€Kl, by tlieir being accidentally thrown to- 
tetJier, and purfuing the fame courfe of riot and de- 
tvjchery. A fine friendfliip truly ! and well ceraent- 
«d by drunkennefs and Iviv/dncfs. It fhould rather be 
lalkd a Gonfpiracy againil morals and good manners* 
and be punilhcd as fuch by tlie civil magi llrate. How- 
ever, they have the impudence, aud the folly, to call 
this confederacy a friendfhip. They lend oac another 
money, for bad purpofes ; they engage in quarrels, pf- 
fcnfive and defcnfive, for their accoiaplices ; they tell 
one another all they know, and often more too 5 wheoj. 
of a fudden, fome accident difperfes them, and they 
• think no more of each other, unlefs it be to betray, and 
kiugh at their imprudent confidence. Remember to- 
make a great difference between companions and 
friends ; for a very coraplaifant and agreeable com- 
panion mzjy. and oiten does, prove a very improper^.- 
and a very dangerous friend. People will, in a great 
degree, and not without reafon, form their opinion of 
you, upon that which they have of your friends ; and 
there is a Spanifh proverb, which fayj, very juftly,. 
TiU me 'wh$my9u Ivvi <uiith, and I twili tell youiuho you are* 
One may fairly fuppofe, that a man, who makes a. 
knave or a fool of hi$ friend, has fomething very bad. 
to do, or to conceal. But, at the fame time that you 
carefully decline the friendfliip of knaves and fools, if 
it can be called friendfhip, there is no occafion to make 
cither of them your enemies, wantonly, and unpro- 
voked ; for tt^ey are numerous bodies \ and I would 
rather chufe a fecurc neutrality, than alliance, or war,. 
with either of them. You may be a declared enemy 
to their vices and follies, without beiog marked cut by 
the mas a p^rfonal one. I'heir enmity is the next dan- 
gerous thmg to their friendfliip. Have a real referve 
with almofL every body ; and have a feejining rj&- 

1 i 
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ferrc with almoft nobody, for it is very difagrceabli 
to feem refcrved, and very dangerous not to be fo 
Few people find the true medium ; many are ridicu 
loafly myfterious aiad referved upon trifles ; and man; 
imprudently communicate all they know. 
The next thing to the choice of your friends is th« 

• choice of your company, lindeavour, as much as yoi 
can, to keep company with people above you. Then 

\ you rife, as much as you fink \vith people below you 
for (as I have mentioned before) you are, whatever th< 
company you keep is. Do not miftake, when I fa] 
company above you, and thjnk that I mean with re 

ftrd t# their birtn ; that is the leaft confideration : bu 
mean with regard to their merit, and the light ii 
ivhich the world confiders them. 

There arc two forts of good company ; one, whid 
is called the beau mQntle f , and confifts of thofe peopk 
who have the lead in courts, and in the gay part a 
Ufc : the other confifts of thofe who are diftmguilhci 
by fomc peculiar merit, or who excel in fome particu 
laf *nd valuable art or fcience. For my own part, '. 
ufcd to think myfelf in company as much above mc 
when I was with Mr. Addilon and Mr. Pope, as if '. 
had been with all the princes in Europe. What I mcai 
by low company, which iihould by ail means be avoided 
is the company of thofe, who, abfolutely infignificani 
and contemptiole in thcmfelvcs, think tjiey are honour 
cd by being in yoiir company, and who flatter ever] 
vice and every folly you have, in order to engage voi 
toconverfc with them. Tlie pride of being the firita 
tlic company is but too common ; but it is very fillj 
and very prejudicial. Nothing in the w«:ld lets dowi 
a chara^er more, than that wrong turn. 

You m^y poQiblv aik me, whether a man has it al 
ways in his power to get into the bed company ? an 
£ow ?— I fay, Yes, hq has, by deferving it ; provide! 
he is but in circumftances which enable him to appea 
upon the footing of a gentleman. Merit andgood 
breeding wiJi make their way every where. B5iot« 



\ ThcfaikioAi^e vioxVi* 



MM 



POLITE EDUCATION. r*.^ 



•J- 



tdgt will introduce him, and good-breedinr will en- 
lear him to the beft con^panies ; for, as I have •ften 
»ld you, politenefs and goodvbreeding are abftlutely 
Decenary to adorn any, or all other good qualities ar 
taknts. Without them, no knowledge, no pcrfeftion 
whatfoever, is feeii in its bed iighl. Tlic fcholar, witli- 
oiit good-breeding, is a pedant ; the philofopher, a 
cynic ; the foldicr, a brute ; and every man difagree-^ 



LETTER XLIX. 

TMfi Art of Pieafing, 
BtAK. BOYy Loxidon, O^ber the i6ch»- 

X HE art of pleading is a very neceflary one to pof- 
&& \ but a very difficult one to acquire. It can hardly 
ke reduced to rules \ and your own good-fenfe and ob- 
' fcrvation will teach you jnore of it than I can. Do as 

Eu would be done by, is tlie furcft nvfthod that I , 
^ ow of pleafing. Oblerve carefully what pleafes you 
is others, and probably the fame things in you will 
ricafe others. If you are pleafed with the complai- 
BWe and attention of others to you, depend upon it, 
die fame complaifance and attention, on your part, 
will equally pleafe them. Take the tone ot the com- 
pny that you are in, and do not pretend to giva it ; b« 
fcrious or gay, as you find the prefent humour of the 
•company : this is an attention due from every indivi- 
1 Jual to the majority. Do not tell ftorics in company ; 
^ Acre is nothing more tedious and difagr«eable : if by 
chance you know a very ftiort ftory, and exceedingly ap- 
plicable to the prefent iubje£i of converfation, tell it m 
IB £ew words as poffiblc ; and even then throw out that 
JDU do not love to tell ftorics : but that the fhortncfs o£ 
It tempted you. Of all things, banifli the egotifrn out 
of your converfation, and never think of entertainii^. 
people with your own perfonal Goncerns> or private af- 
uirs \ thougn they are interefting to you, they are tc- 
dx>u6 aod impertinent to ^very body elfe ; bciide$ that 
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enc canp.ot keep one's own private affairs too (ecre 
A\Mvat(:vcT you t.iiik your own excellences may be, c 
not affectedly dif^jlay them in company ; nor labou 
^s mary p-w^pie «'o, to give that turn to the convert 
tioii wni.'h iriciy fupply you with an opportunity of e: 
hibitin;^ \Ucm, It thty arc real, they will infallibly t 
difcovercd, without your pointing tnem out yourfel 
»nd v/ith ^r,uch more advantage. Nev»r maintai 
an argu:ii jnt with heat and ci.miour, though you thin 
or know you rid f to be in the right ; but give you 
opinion mcd-'lVly and cojlly, which is the only way t 
convince ; and it thit does not do, try to chang 
the coavcrlation, by faying, with good humour, «* Wi 
Iball hardly convince one another, nor is it nc 
ccfFary that we fliould 5 fo ht us talk of fomethinj 
dfe." 

Remember that there is a local propriety to be ob 
fci-ved in all companies ; and that what is extremcl; 
proper in one company, may be, and often is, highl; 
improper in another. 

The jokes, the Son/s mots^ the little adventures, whid 
may do very well in one company, will feem flat an< 
tedious, when related in another. The particular ch* 
rackei-s, the habits, the cant of one company, maj 
give merit to- a word', or a gefturc, which would have 
none at all if diverted of thofe accidental eircumftap' 
ces. Here people very commonly err ; and, fond 0» 
fomething that has entertained them in one compaflji 
and in certain circumilances, repeat it withemphafisi* 
another, where it is either infipid, or, it may be, oflRjfl^ 
five, by being ill-timedi or mifplaced. Nay, th^y oftcfl 
do it with this filly preamble — " I will tell you an ex* 
cellent thing •," or, ^ I will tell you the beflr thing iu 
the world.*' This raifes expedl:ations, which, wncfl 
ftbfolutely difappointed, make the relator of this cxcct 
lent thing look, very defervedly, like a fool. 

If you would particularly gain the affedion aw 

friend {hip of particular peoj)le, whether men or vrc 

men, do jutticc to what you find out to be their pwdo" 

mnant tixccllencyj if they have ox\e,2Liv^^t.\«.Titet^ 
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lefs it 15 of the nature of vice, or you can mend them 
by reproof. Cardinal Richelieu, vvho was undoubt- 
edly the ableft ftatefman of his time, or perhaps of 
any other, had the idle vanity of being thought the 
belt poet too : he envied the great Corneille his repu- 
tation, and ordered a criticifm to hi written upon the 
Cid, Thofe, therefore, who flattered fkilfully, faid 
little to him of his abilities in flate affairs, or at lead 
but enpajfanty and as it might naturally occur. But the 
inccnfe which they give him, the fmoke of which, 
tiicy knew, would turn his head in their favour, wa& as 
a if/ ^/r, and a poet. Why? Bccaufo he was fur« 
of one excellency, and dliirudiul as to the other. 
Every man's prevailing vanity may be caGly difcover- 
ftiby obferving his favourite topic of converfation ; 
fcr every man talks moft of what he has mod a mind 
to be thoOght to excel in. The late Sir Robert Wal- 
pfile, (who v/as certainly an able man) was little open 
*<)fidi:cry upon taat head; for he was in no doubt 
himrdf about it ; but his prevailing weaknefs was, to 
DC thought to havHi a polite and Lappy turn to gal- 
lantry, of which he had undoubtedly letis than any mati 
Swng J it was his favourite and frequent fubje£i of 
converfation •, which proved to thofe who had any 
fcaetration, th^t it was his prevailing weaknefs. Do 
iHXiniftake me, and think that I mean to recommend 
to you abjed and criminal flattery : no \ flatter no- 
ddy's vices or crimes : en the contrary, abhor and dif-* 
ttmrage them. But Va'Cxz is no living in the world 
'ritheut a compiaifant indulgence for people's inno- 
ttnt weakaeffes. 

There are little attentions, likewife, which are infi- 
nitely engaging, and which fcnfibly afFedl that degree 
of pride and lelf-love which is infeparable from nui- 
Bian-nature, as they are unquettionablc proofs of the 
regard and confideration which we have for the pcr- 
lons to whom we pay them. As, for example, to ob- 
fovc the httle habits, the likings, the antipathies, and 
^ taftes, of thofe wliom we wovaAd o\3\\^<i> "axv^ ^^^v 
^c cure to proviik them with the oi\ti,^w^ xo fec^ix^ 
^miA-oai the otiicr 5 giving them, ^eti&A^A^ ^^ 
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(land, that you had obferved they iiked fuch a difli, ( 
fuch a xoom -; for which reafon you had prepared it 
or, on the contrary, that having obferved they had a 
averfion to fuch a difh, a dill ike to fuch a perfoi 
&c. you had taken care to avoid prefenting then 
Such attention, to fuch trifles, obHges much nnoi 
than greater things, as it makes people think then 
felves ahiioft the only objedls of your thoughts an 
care. 

Thefc are fome of the arcanas neceffary for you 
initiation in the great focicty of the world. I wifli 
had known them better at your age ; I have pai 
the price of three-and-fifty years for them ; an 
fliall not grudge it, if you reap the advantage. 

Adieu } 



'^^mmr* 
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On Tra'vellittg and Employtnent of time, 
»KAi BOY, London, Qdtcber the jotl 



I 



AM very well pleafed with your Jtinerarium, whic 

you fent me ftom Ratifbon. It (hows me that you ol 

lervc and inquhre as you go, which is the true end c 

: travelling. Thofe who travel heedlefsly from place t 

' place, obferving only their diftance from each othc 

and attending only to their accommodation at the in 

at night, fet out fools, and will certainly return f< 

Thofe who only mind the raree-fhows cf tlie plac< 

: which they go through, fuch as fteeples, clocks, towr 

■ houfes, &c. get fo little by their travels, that the 

: might as well ftay at home. But thofe who obferv< 

and inquire into the fituation, the ilrength, the weal 

nefs, the trade, the manufactures, the governmen 

and conftitution of every place they go to ; wl: 

; frequent the be ft companies, and attend to the 

- feveral manners and cnarafters ; thofe alone trav 

iv/ch advADtdge : and as they fet out wife, rctui 

I vKouId adviCc you always to ^c\.ti\<tftvQn<i%.^to 
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I pr hiftory of every place where you make any^ 
'\ and fuch a book however imperfeft, will Hill 
gcft to you matter for inquiry 5 upoa which you 
f get better information from the people of the 
:e. For example, while you are at l^cipfig, get 
le (hort account (and to be fure there are many 
k) of the prefent (late of that town, with regard 
its magiftrates, its police, its privileges, &c. and 
a inform yourfelf more minutely, upon all thofe 
ds, in converfation with the moll intdligcnt peo* 
Do the fame thing afterwards with regard to the 
iiorate of Saxony : you will find a (hort hillory of 
1 PufFendorff's Introduction, which will give you a 
eral idea of it, and*point out to you the properob- 
.Bol a more minute inquiry. In fliort, he tuiious, 
'ntive, inquifitivc, as to every thin^T j li{l]tiriiefs-and 
olence arc always blameabl>^, but at your age, the y 
unpardonable. ConGder how precious, and how 
>ortant for all the reft of your life, are your mo-. 
fits for thefe next three or lour years, and do not 
: Oiie of them. Do not thnik 1 mean that you 
uld ftudy all day long ; I nm far from advifing or 
irir.g it ; but I deli re that you would be doing fome- 
ig or other all day Ictv^ j Z'ld not neglecl half hours 
1 quarters of liourp, vv'hich, at the yenr's end, amount 
I great fum. For Jnllance, there arc m.nny fhort in- 
rals in the day, between ftudies and pleafures : in- 
id of fitting idle and yawning, in ihoie intervals, 
5 up any book, though ever fo trilling a one, even 
m to a jdt book ; it is ftili better than doing 
bing. I knew once a very covetous fordid fel- 
who ufcd frequently to fay, *' Take care of the 
ce ; for the pounds v/ill toke care of them- 
es.' This was a juft and fenfible reflcdiion in a 
:r. I recommend to you to take care of minutes ; 
hours will take care of thcmfelves. I am very 
that many people lofe two or three hours 
day, by not taking care of the minutes. Never 
any portion of time whatfoever too ftvotl \ft\i!^ 
loyed ; [ouictlnng or other m<iY iV^'^^^^ ^^ ^'^^^^ 
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, 1 rail plea^^^^f .11 of a ^»"°^!,/etnpM«"^ 
do 1 ^^^ X-c plea{««* °\ „out time, «JV( u ^tc 

^^^^ novels "iay-^^^rouW 6n(f £ ceU« 
4, and, co"^^j;hence.,tne^ d >»^7°, ^^Qs of * 

'^^.^tTt^e ?f ftdS&penf>°J^,^°V,nS 1"^ c 
Dtetgtv w , f i\y ai^d lo^ jne ot *o^ the P' 

ffould dtg«j.^,y go afterv. ana ^^^^^ , 

^ut >vv*o>^' ..ecuve to your n^ ^ 

a»* tAieit faces, J- ttnn^^"g nU e\fe ? 
t^'^'^'S they ^}?f S come tV'^,^ • ^etn' 

*'^ Soo^rv/ctetl^^fjl ,^,t.wUt U ^v 
*v»atth^^ ^^p about, "'^ ^ a\\. >^. 

*^ Vi^ve (a* u ot tou. ^^^i, \ ;c done. 
iecp a» "} but t^tc\1 
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Obfcrve without being thought an obferver ; for, oth- 
erwife, people will be upon their guard before you. 

Confider feriouily, and follow carefully, I bcfcech 

you, my dear child, the advice which trom time to 

umc I have given, and ihall continue to give you ; it is 

at once tlie refult of my long experience, and th« ef- 

infc& of my tendernefs for you. I can have no intcreft 

it but yours. You are not yet capable of wifliing your- 

fclf half fo well as I wifh you •, follow, therefore, for a 

time at lead, implicitly, advice which you cannot fuf- 

pcft, though polfibly you may not yet fee the particu- 

L tar advantages of it : but you will one day feci them. 

Adieu ! 



,1 

mm 
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LETTER LI, 

Learning and F'edantiy, 
»IA« BOY, Bath, February the ttd. 

HjVERY excellency, and every virtue, has its kin- 
s' Jred vice or weaknefs ; and, if carried beyond certain 
kounds, finks into the oif^ or the other. Generofity 
often runs into profufion, ceconomy into avarice, cour- 
age into raflinels, caution into timidity, and fo on >— 
aifomuch that, I believe, there is more judgment re- 
£*! quired for the proper conduct of our virtues, than for 
c' avoiding their oppofite vices. Vice, in its true light, is 
•'■* fo deformed, that it {hocks us at firft (ight ; and would 
fcwdly ever (educe us, if it did not, at firft fight wear 
. the mafk of fome virtue. But virtue is, in itfelf, fo 
if beautiful, that it charms us at firfl ; engages us more 
•J and more upon further acquaintance ; and, as with oth- 
er beauties, we think excels impolFible : it is here that 
judgment is necefi'ary, to moderate and direct the efFefts 
<>f an excellent caufe. I Ihall apply this reafoning, at 
ptfent, not to any particular virtue, but to an excellen- 
cy, which, for want of judgment, is often the caufe of 
ndiculous and blameable tfiefts *, I mt^tv ^\t7vx.\^'\\\\- 
' "^'W/wA^i/"notaccompamed with towYvd yi^^Tcv^wx. 
'^qucatly currks us into error , pnde^ ?.xv^ -o^^^xCcr 
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As I hope you will poflefs that excellency in its utmofi 
extent, ana yet without its too coinmon failings, the 
hints, which my experience can fuggcil, may probabij 
not be ufelefs to you. 

Some learned men, pjroud of their knowledge, onlj 
fpeak to decide, and give judgment without appeal. 
The confeguence of which is, that maiikind, provoked 
by the iniult, and injured by the opprefnon, revolt; 
and, in order to fliake off the tyranny, even call the 
lawful authority in queftion. 1 he more you know, 
the modcfter you fliould be ; and (by the way) that 
Kiodefty is the iureft way to eminence. If you would 
convince others, be open to conviction yourlclf. 

Others, to fhow their learning, or often from the 
prejudices of a fchool -education, whvrc they hear of 
nothing elfe, are always talking of the ancitnt.^, as fomc- 
thing more than men, and of the modcriici as fomc- 
thing lefs. They are never without a clallie cr two iu 
their pockets : they llick to the old good-fci^fe ; they 
r«ad none of the modern traih : and will {how you 
plainly, that no improvement has been made, in any 
one art or fcicnce, thcfe lall fcventeen hundreil years. 
1 would by no means have you difown your acquaint- 
ance with the ancients ; but dill lefs' wculd I have 
you boaft of an exelufive intimacy with them. Speak 
of the moderns without contempt, and of the ancients 
without idolatry ; judge them all by their merits, but 
not by their ages ; and if you happen to have an Elze- 
vir claffic in your pocket, neither fl;ow it nor men- 
tion it. 

Some great fcholars, mod abfuruly diaw all their 
maxims, both for public and private life, from what 
they call parallel cafes in the ancient authors, without 
confidering, that, in the firft place, there never were, 
fince the creation of the world,two cafes exactly paral- 
lel ; and, in the next place, that there never was a cafe, 
dated, or even known, by any hillorian, with every 
one of its circumftances ; which however, ought to be 
known, in order to be reafoned from, ^ealon upon 
the cafcitfclf, and "the reveiaV c\TC\\m\^'aLVvcfe^\^'2X-ax.\<t.tA 
C and ^6t accordingly •, Wt uol iiom tJctfi ^.>yOj\a\\v\ <Ji 
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ient poets or hiftorians. Take into your confide- 
on, if you pleafe, cafes fcemingly analagous, but 
: them as helps only, not as guides. We are really 
)rejudiced by our educations, that, as the ancients 
ied their heroes, we deify their mad men : of which, 
h all due regard to antiquity, I take Leonidas and 
rtius to have been two diftinguiflied ones. And 
a folid pedant would, in a fpeech in parliament, 
itive to a tax of two-pence in the pound upon fome 
nmodity or other, quote thofe two heroes as exatn- 
s of what we ought to do, and fufFer for our coun- 
. I have known thefe abfurdities carried fo far, by 
)plc of injudicious learniftg, that I fliould not be 
prifed if fonie of them were to propofe, while we 
re at war with the Gauls, that a number of geefe 
'uld be kept in the Tower, upon account of the infi- 
5 advantage which Rome received, in a parallel 
c, from a certain number of geefe in the Cnpi- 
. This way of realbning, and this way of fpeaking, 
U always form a poor politician, and a puerile de- 
imer. 

There is another fpecies of learned men, who, though 
I dogmatical and fuperdlious, are not lefs imperti- 
it. 'fhefe are the communicative and fhining pc* 
Its, who adorn their converfation, even with women, 
happy quotations of Greek and Latin ; and who 
'C contrafted fuch a familiarity with the Greek and 
man authors, that they call them by certain names 
epithets denoting intimacy ; — as, old Homer ; that 
rogue Horace j MarC; inllead of Virgil j.and Nafp, 
:ead of Ovid. Thefe are often imitated by cox- 
ibs, who have no learning at nil, but who have got 
)s nam?8) and fome fcraps of ancient aurhcns hv 
rt, wbicli tliL-y in^ properly ard irr pertinently retail 
ill companies, in hopfs of prifing for Icbolars. If, 
rcfore, you would avoid the accufation of pedantry, 
one hand, or the fufpicion of ignorance, on the otn- 
abft"in from learned oltentation. Speak the lan- 
»ge of the company you r.rc in •, {^c^k \\. ^ArcO^^^^-JC^^ 
trifeJ with any other. Never fecn\ 'WYfex, xvcst tcv^"^^ 
Jftf, tijaa the people yo\i ate wixix. N*J ^^\ ^,^^^ 
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learning, like your watch, in a private pocket s 
not pull it out, and ftrike it, merely to fhow t 

i have one. If you are afked what o'clock it is, 

I but do not proclaim it hourly and unafked, '. 

J watchman. 

\ Upon the whole, remember that learning ( 
Greek and Roman learning) is a mod ufeful ; 
cefTary' ornament ; which it is fhameful not to be 
of ; but, at the fame time, moft carefully avo: 
errors and abufes which I have mentioned, ane 
too often attend it. Remember too, that great ; 
knowledge is ftill more neceflary than anclei 
that you nad better know perfedtly the prefer 
the old ftate of Europe ; though I would have y 
acquainted with both. 

I have this moment received your letter of th 
Though, I confefs, there is no great variety 
prefent manner of life, yet materials can n 
wanting for a letter ; you fee, you hear, or yc 
fomethmg new every day •, a fl-iort account of 
with your own refIc£lions thereupon, will mixV 
letter very well. But, fmce you dcfire a fubjec 
fend me an account of the Lutheran eftabliflu 
Germany, their religious tenets, their church- 
menty the maintenancei authority, and titles c 
clergy. 



LETTER LIL 

Grmcijkl MduMif and Behaviour,.. Jr.quiries concern 

manj. 

SZAft BOYy Bath, March 



I 



MUST, from time to time, remind you of 

have often recommended to you, and of what y( 

not attend to too much ; be graceful in your m 

The different efFcfts of the fame thing, faid o 

yrhen accompanied or abandoned by them, is 

inconceivable. They ptepaie t\vt vj?i>5 \o x\\^ 

nd the heart has fuch an iwftu^xvc^ on^t \5o 
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lantrmg, that it is worth wliile to engage it in our in- 
tertft. From your own obfervation, reflcft what a dif- 
meRible imjirepLion an awkward addrefs, a flovenly 
figure, an ungraceful manner of fpeaking, whether 
iluuering, muttering, monotony, or drawling ; ^^ un- 
auentive*. behaviour, &:c. make upon you, at nrft fight, 
in a llrangcr, and how they prejudice you againft him, 
though, lor ouglit you know, he raay have great in-r 
trinfic fenfe and merit. And reflefl, on the other 
bnd, how much the oppofites of all thefe tbingjj prc- 
poflefs yoa, «t firll fight, in favor of thofe who enjoy 
them. You wifli to find all good qualities in them, 
and are in fome degree difappointed if you do not- 
Obferve carefully, then, what difpleafes or pleafes yoa 
in others, and be perfuaded, that in general, the fame 
things will pleafe or difplcafe them in you. Having 
mentioned laughing, I muft particularly caution you 
againft it. Frequent and loud laughter is the charac- 
teriftic of folly and ill-manners •, it is the manner in 
_ which the mob exprefs their filly joy, at filly things ; 
and they call it being, merry, la my mind, there is 
nothing fo illiberal, and fo ill-bred, as audible laughter. 
True wit, or fenfe, never yet made any body laugh ; 
they are above it : they pleafe the mind, and give a 
deerfulnefsto tlie countenance. But it is low. buffbon-- 
tty,e>r filly accidents, that always excite laughter : and" 
that is what people of fenfe and breeding fhould fliow 
themfelves above. A man's going to fit down, in the 
fuppofition that he has a chair behind him, and falling 
Aiwn upon his breech for want of one, fets a whole 
company a laughing, when all the wit in the world 
Would not do it — a plain proof, in my mind, how low 
'nd unbecoming a thing laughter is. Laughter is ea- 
%rell:rained, by a very little reflexion ; but, as it is 
pnerally connefted with the idea of gaiety, people do 
^t enough attend to its abfurdity. Many people, at 
frft from awkwardnefs and mawvaife. honte^ have got a 
^Kry difagreeable and filly trick of laughing whenever 
tjeyfpeak : and I know a man of vei^ ^ooA.^'?ct\s>^'^\» 
^^€r^ who cannot fay the commoi\e§L x\v\\\«j^ ^\^^K^a^i^ 
^ghing } which makes thoCe, who do tiovVjxo^ \v\v 
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take him at firft for a natural fool. This, and manjr 
other very difagreeable habits, are owing to mau^aiji 
bente at their firft fetting out in the world. They are 
afhamed in company, and fo difconcerted, tliat they do 
not know what they do, and try a thoufand tricks to 
keep themfelves in countenance \ which tricks after- 
wards grow habitual to them. Some put their fingera 
in their nofe, others fcratch their head, others twirl 
their hats ; in fhort, erery awkward ill-bred body has 
his trick. But the frequency does not juftify the 
thing J and all thefe vulgar habits and awkwardnefs, 
though not criminal indeed, are moft carefully to be 
guarded againft, as they are great bars in the way of 
the art of pleaCng. Remember, that to pleafe is almoft 
to prevail, or at leaft a neceflary previous ftep to it. 
You, who have your fortune to make, fhould more 
particularly ftudy this art. You had not, I muft tell 
you, when you left England, les manures frev:nantes f > 
and I muft confefs they are not very common in Eng- 
land : but I hope that your good fenfe will make you 
acquire them abroad. If you defire to make yourfclf 
confiderablc in the world (as, if you have any fpirit, 
you do) it muft be entirely your own doing : for I may 
very poffibly be out of the world at the time you come 
into it. Your own rank and fortune will not affift 
you ; your merit and your manners can, alone, raifc 
you to figure and fortune. I have laid the foundations 
of them, by the education which I have given you ; but 
you muft build the fuperftru£ture yourfelf. 

I muft now apply to you for fome information* 
which I dare fay you can, and which I defire you will 
give me. 

Can the cleftor of Saxony put any of his fubjefts to 
death for high treafon, without bringing them firft to 
their trial in fome public court of juftice r 

Can he, by his own authority, confine any fubjcft in 
prifon as long as he pleafes, without trial ? 

Can he banifh any fubjeft out of his dominions bj 
Ajs own authority i 

t Command'mg rQ4tiu.w%. 



POLITE EDUCATION. 1 1 5 

Can he lay any tax whatfoever upon his fubjefts, 
ithout the confent of the States of Saxony r And 
hat are tliofe flates ? How are they eleftcd ? What 
rders do they confift of ? Do the clergy make part of 
liem ? And when and how often do they meet ? 

If two fubjefts of the eledtor's are at law, for an ef- 
ate (ituated m the eleftorate, in what court muft this 
uit be tried ? And will the decifion of that court be 
anal, or does there lie an appeal to the Imperial Cham- 
ber at Wet!itlacr ? 

What do you call the two chief courts, or two chief 
magiftrates, of civil and criminal juftice ? 

What is the common revenue of the eleftorate, one 
year with another ? 

What number of troops does the eleftor now main- 
tain ? And what is the grcateft that the ele£lorate is 
able to maintain ? 

I do not cxpeft to have all thefe queftions anfwercd 
*t once ; but you will anfwer them in proportion as you 
pt the neceflary and authentic information. 

You are, you fee, my German oracle -j and I confult 
Jim with fo much faitli, that you need not, like tlie 
W»clc8 of old, return ambiguous anfwers j efpecially os 
jou have this advantage over them, too, that I only 
fonfult you about paft and prefent, but not about what 
M to come. 

Iwifli you a good Eafter fair at Leipfig. See, with 
tttcntion, all the fhops, drolls, tumblers, rope-dancers, 
srf he genus otnner but inform yourfelf more particu- 
faiiy of the feveral parts of trade there. — Adieu ! 



LETTER LIII. 

Inftrudions for reading Hiftory, 
ftiAi BOT* London J March the 25thf 

X AM in great joy at the written and the vexV^^V '^^- 

Wunts'which Jiave received lately ot ^y^^- ^ -axcvX^^- 

»3Dfepart/cii/arJ)rp/cafed to find, tW^^Q^^ tvitYv ^o\x\l€ 

^Xftat fort o/icnowledge which is moxt ^^wXv?c 
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ncccffiiry for your Jefli nation ; for Mr. Harte tells mt \ 
you have rtMd with artriitioii, Caillicrcs, Pcquet, and j 
Richelieu's Letters. 'Ih^ Memoirs of the Cardinel dc- 1 
Retz will both eiucrtiu-i and inflruft you ; they relate J 
to a very iiittreftlng period of the French hillory, the. 1 
minillry of carciinal kviazarin, during the minority of J 
L'jwis XIV. I'he characters of all the con{ideTable<l 
ptople of that time are drawn in a fhort, ftrong, amtS 
maixcrly manner j and the political reflcd^ions, whicliv 
are molt of them printed in italicF, ari the julteft thsri^P 
ever I met with ; they are not the labored reflexions. » 
of a fyftcmatical clof t politician, who. without theleaiks 
experience of bufinefs, fits at home, and writes max^fl 
ims ; but they are the reflexions which a great andaUofl 
man formed, from long experience, and praftice, isM 
great bufinefs. They are true concluiions, clrawn froilM 
facts, not from fpv.'culations. I 

As modem hillory is p.^rticularly yonr bufinefsilfl 
will give you fome rule s to dire£t your ftudy of it. Bd 
begins, properly, with Ch irlemagne,. in the year 8oo«l 
But, as, in thofe times of ignorance, the priefts anfl 
monks were almofl the only people that could or di^| 
write, we have fcarcely any hi (lories of thofe timeibi 
but fuch as they have been pleafed to give us ; wluch-S 
are compounds of ignorance, fuperftitioB, and part]i9 
zeaL So that a general notion of what is rather fup«a 
pofed, than really known, to be, the hiftory of thefiv^^ 
or fix following centuries, feems to be fufficient : and fl 
much time would be but ill employed in a minute at-1 
tcntion to thofe legends. But referve your utmoft care^ J 
and moil diligent inquiries, for the fifteenth centiiryi.j 
and downwards. Then learning began to revive, anl J 
credible hiftories to be vrciUn ; Europe began to take J 
the form which, to fome degree it (till retains ; at J 
lead the foundations of the prefent great powers o£ 1 
Europe were then laid. Lewis the Eleventh made*] 
France, in truth, a monarchy. Before his time, there i 
were independent provinces m France, as the dutchy of j 
Britanny, &c. whofe princes tore it to pieces, and kcpl ■ 
it in conltant domeftic confufion. Lewis the Eleyentk. 
reduced all thefe petty ftatcs, by fraud> force, or 
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rlage : for he fcrupled no means to obtain his ends. 

About that tune, Ferdinand, king of Arragon, and 
Ifabdla, his wife, queen of Caftilc, united the whole 
Spanidi monarchy ; end drove the Moors out of Spain, 
vno had till then kept poifcri'ipn of Granada. About 
that time too, the houfe of Auftria laid the great foun- 
dations of its fubfcquent power 5 firft, by the marriage 
of Maximilian with the lieircls of Burgundy ; and then, 
by the marriage of hisfon FhUip, archduke of Auftria, 
with Jane, the daughter of Ilabella, queen of Spain, 
and neircfs of that whole kingdom, and of the Weft- 
Indies. By the firft of thefe marriages, the houfe of 
Auftria acquired the Seventeen Provinces ; and by the 
ktter Spain and America ; all which centered ni the 
perfon of Charles the Fifili, fonof the above-mentioned 
archduke, Philip, the fon of Maximilian. 

TJiis immenfe power, which the emperor Charles 
the Fifth found himfclf pofltfled of, gave him a defire 
ioruniverfal power (for people never defire all till they 
iaTC gotten a great deal) and alarmed France : this fow* 
td the feeds of that jealoufy and enmity, which have 
•flourlfhed ever fince between thofe two great powers . 
Jb'tcrwards the houfe of Auftria was weakened by the 
•divifion made by Charles V. of his dominions, between 
kis fon Philip tne Second of Spain, and his brother 
Ferdinand ; and has ever fincc been dwindling to the 
weak condition in which it now is. This is a moft in- 
terefting part of the hiftory of Europe, of which it is 
ibfolutely neceflary that you ftiould be exactly and mi- 
nutely informed. 

There arc in the hiftory of moft countries certain 
very remarkable scras, whicn deferve more partiular in- 
Guiry and attention than the common run of hiftory. 
Such is the revolt of the Seventeen Provinces, in the 
reign of Philip the Second of Spain, which ended in 
forming the prefent republic of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, whofe independency was firft allowed by Spain 
at the treaty of Munfter. Such was tiie extraordinary 
revolution of Portugal, in the year 1640, in favour of 
the prefent houfe of Braganza. Such is the famous , 
revolution of Sweden, whcu chriftian the Second of i 
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Denmark, who wns alfo King of Swecfen, was drireii 
out by Guftavus Vafa, And fuch, alfo, is that nie- 
moraole aera in Denmark, of 1 660, when the ftatcs of 
that kingdom made a voluntary furrender of all their 
rights and liberties to the erown, and changed that free 
ftate into the moil abfolute monarchy now in Europf. 
The Jcia Re^ia*"^ upon that occafion, are worth vour 
perufing. Thefe remarkable periods of modern hillory 
dcferve your particular attention, and moll of them 
have been treated fingly by good hillorians, which arc 
worth your reading. Mie revolutions of Sweden anil 
of Portugal are moil admirably well written, by I'abbe 
dc Vertot. They are fliort, and will not take twelve \ 
hours reading. There is another book which wellde»"i 
ferves your looking into, but not worth your buying'^ 
at prefciit, becaufe it is not portable •, if fou can bofr ;! 
row, or hire it, you ihould ; and that is, I'Htftoiuiu^ 
Tiaites Je Paix \i in two volumes, folio, which makc'i 
part of the Corps Diplomatique \, You will there find M 
ihort and clear hiftory, and the fubilance of every trea- 
ty made in Europe, during the laft century, from the 
treaty of Vervins. Three parts in four of tnis book ait' 
not worth your reading, as they relate to treaties of very 
little importance ; but if ycHi (eletl the moft confiderih 
ble ones, read them with attention, and take fotne- 
notes ; it will be of great ufc to you. Attend chieflf'^ 
to thofe in which the great powers of Europe are tilt' 
parties •, fuch as the treaty of the Pyrenees, betweti' 
France and Spain \ the treaties of Nimej^uen and Ryfc'' 
wick : but, above all, the treaty of Munfter (liould be^ 
moft circumllantially and minutely known to you, at" 
almoft every treaty made fince has ibme reference tO 
it. For this, Fere Bougeant's is the bcft book you ean 
read, as it takes in the thirty years' war, which precc- ^ 
dcd that treaty. The treaty itfelf, which is made % \ 
perpetual law of the empire, comes in the courfe of 
your leftures upon the Jus Puklicum Imperii J. 
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LETFER LIV. 

Imftrtiatnt and Common-plact Ohfer'VAtiB/u. 
^iA> BOTy London^ May the loth. 



\ RECKON that this letter will find you juft returned 
from Drefden, where you have made your firfl. court 
farnvMitne^ What inclination for courts this tafte of 
them may have given you, I cannot tell ; but this I 
think myfelf fure of, from your good fenfe, that in 
leaving lOrefdcn, you have left cliiTipation too ; and 
have refumcd at LcinGg, that application, which, if 
Toalike courts, can alone enable you to make a good 
figure at them. A mere courtier without parts or 
kaowledge, is tlie mofl frivolous and contemptible of all 
Iwings ; as on the other hand, a man of parts and 
fawwledge, who acquires the eafy and noble manners 
cfa court, is the mofl r;.rpc<5lable. It is a trite, com- 
' VK)n*place obfervation, tnat courts are the feats of falfe- 
loodand <liffimulation. That, like many, I might fay 
nod common-place obfervations, is falfe. FalTehood 
, and diflimulation are certainly to be found at courts ; 
p-and where arc tliey not to be found ? Cottages have 
than as well as courts — only with worfe manners. A 
rcoiqdc of neighbouring farrnerr., in a village, will con- 
'▼c and practice as many tricks, to over-reach each 
T at the next market, or to fupplant tach other in 
favour of the 'Ajuire, as any two courtiers can do to 
^lant each other in the favour o" their prince. What- 
poets may write, or fools believe, of rural inno- 
ice and trutn, and of the perfidy of courts, this is 
ft undoubtedly true — that uicphcrds and minifterf 
both men, their nature and palhons the fame, the 
les of theju only different. 

Having mentioned common-place obfervations, I will 
rticularly caution you againit either uGng, believing, 
1^ approving them. They are the common topics,© f 
^thiigs and coxcombs ; tliof :, who really have wlt^ 
hve the utmoft conten}pt for them, and tcoxw cn^u xa 
high at the pert things thait thofe wouVi-Xi^ V\X.^^vi 
poa fuch fubject$* 



■i 
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Religion U one of tlieir favorite topics ; it is all 
pricltcraft ; and an invention contrived and carried on 
by prieils, of all religion*;, for their own power and 
profit : from this abfurcl and faife principle flow the 
common-place infipid jokes and infults upon the clergy. 
With thefc people, every pricil, of every religion, il -• 
either a public or a concealed unbeliever, drunkard and - 
whoremailer : whereas, I conceive, that prieils are ex-, 
tremely like other men, and neither the oettcr nor thc;J 
worfe for wearing a gown or a furplice ; but, if they J 
are diil'ercnt from other people, probably it is on thC' 
fide of religion and morality, or at leaft decency, from; 
their education and manner of life. }j 

Another comn.o.i topic for falfe wit, and cold rail-j 
lery, is matrimony. Every man and his wife hute each] 
other cordially, whatever tliey may pretend, in publiCiJ 
to the contrary. The hufband certainly wiflies hilj 
wife at the devil, and the wife certainly cuckolds htf j 
hufband. Whereas, I prefume, that men and tl 
wives neither love nor hate each other the more, upoa^ 
account of the form of matrimony which has been Kudl 
over them. The cohabitation, uideed, which is the] 
confequence of matrimony, makes them either love or 
hate more, accordingly as they refpeftively defervcit; 
but that would be exadly the fame, between any man' 
and woman, who lived together without being manicd- ' 

Thefe, and many other common-place refletliona iqn ; 
on nations, or prolefTions, in general (which arc at lew 
as often falfe as true) arc the poor refuge of people who 
have neither wit nor invention of their own, but endea?* 
our to iliine in company by fecond-hand finery. I al- 
ways put thefe pert jacKanapes out of countenance, bf 
looking extremely grave, when they expeft that 1 
fliould laugh at their pleafantries ; and by faying wtfft 
andfo\ as if they had not done, and that the lling were 
ft ill to come. This difconcerts them \ as they have no 
refources in themfelves, and have but one fet of jokes to 
live upon. iVien of parts are not reduced to thefe 
fliifts, and have the utmoft contempt for them : they' 
find proper fubjefts enough fcr either ufeful or lively 
converfadons ^ they can be witty without fatirc or com- 
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)Iace> and ferious without being dull. The fre- 
ing of courts checks this petulancy of manners i 
»od-breeding and circumfpeflion which are necef- 
and only to be learned there, corredt thofc pcrt- 
. I do not doubt but that you are improved hi 
manners, by the (hort vifit which you have made 
efden \ ana the otfier courts, whicli I intend that 
fliall be better acquainted with, will gradually 
.h you up to the higneft polifli. In courts, a ver- 
y of genius, and a foftnefs of manners, are abfo- 
' necefliiry ; which fome people miftake for abjefl: 
ry, and having no opinion or one's own j whereas 
>nly the decent and genteel manner of maintaining 
own opinion, and pofTibly of bringing other people 
The manner of doing things is often more im- 
nt than the things themfelves ; and the very fame 
; mav become either pleafing, or offenfive, by the 
ler of faying or doing it. Materiam fuperai^t opus *, 
:en faid of works of fculpture 5 where, though the 
rials were valuable, as (ilver, gold, &c* the work- 
hip was ftill more fo. This holds true, applied to 
lers ; which adorn whatever knowledge or parts 
le may have ; and even make a greater impreflion, 
nine in ten of mankind,, than the intrinfic value of 
naterials. On the other hand, remember, that 
Horace fays of good writing is juftly applicable to 
: who would make a good figure in courts and 
iguifh themfelves in the fhiniiig parts of life; Sapere 
^ium ti fons f . A man, who, without a good fund 
owledge and parts, adopts a court life, makes the 
ridiculous figure imagmable. He is a machine, 
ftiperior to the court clock ; and, as this points 
he nours, he points out the frivolous employment 
;m. He is, at moft, a comment upon the cUck \ 
according to the hours that it flrikes, tells you, 
it is levee, now dinner, now fupper time, &c. 
2nd which I propofe by your education, and which 
m pleafe) I fhall certainly attain, is to unite in you 
ic knowledge oi a fcholar, w\l\\ tVv^ Tcv?LTvtv^i% oi -^ 

* The wo''kman(hip Airpafles ihe va*u» of t\vt xsviiXitu^V • 
To be Wife is the principle and tjun\.a.\A o£ 4.\V* 
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courtier ; and to join, what is feldom joined in s 
my countrymen, books and the worM. They are 
monly twenty years old before they have fpoken t 
body above their fchool-mafter an<.l tlie fellows of 
college. If they happen to have learning, it ii 
^Greet and Latin ; but not one word of modem hi 
or modem languages. Thus prepared tliey go at 
as they call it ; but, in truth, they Hay at home a] 
while } for being very awkward, confoundedly 
med, and not fpeaking the languages, they go in 
foreign company, at leaft none good ; but dine an 
with one another only at the tavern. Such exar 
lamfure, you will not imitate, but even carefully ; 
You will always take care to keep die bell ccmpa 
the place where you are, which is the only ufe of 
cUing : and (by the way) the pleafures of a gentl 
Are only to be found in the beft company ; for th? 
which low company, moft falfely and inipudcntlj 
{>leafure, is only the fenfuiUity of the fwino. — Ad: 
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LEFIER LV. 

Pditetefi in Courts. 
»tAK BOr, LonJon, May th 

X RECEIVED, yeftcrday, your letter of the i6tl 
have, in confequence of it, written, this day 
Charles Williams, to thank him for all the civilit 
has fliown you. Your firtl fetting out at court 
find been very favourable ; and his PoliHi Majeft 
diftinguiftied you. I hope you received that m; 
diftinSion with refpe£l, and with ilcadincfs, wh 
the proper behaviour of a man of fafliion. Peo 
a low, obfcure education, cannot ftand the ra 
greatnefs ; they are frightened out of their wits 
kings and great men fpeak to them \ they are awk 
aihamed, and do not know what nor how to ani 
whereas i^s hwnetes gtm are not dazzled by fuj 
r^xtk : they know and pay a\\ t\\e ttti^t£\.\ivax v^< 
it f but they do it without beiu^ iilcowcoxxsA-'^-j 
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rerfc juft as eafily with a king as with any one of 
fubjefts. Thnt is the gr«at advantage of being 
educed young into good company, and being ufcd 
f to converfe with one's fuperiois. How many 
. have I feen here, who, after having had the full 
jfit of an Englifli education, firft at fchoor, and 
I at the univcrfity, when they have been prefented 
le king, did not know whether they flood upon 
r heads or their heels ? If the king Ipoke to them,. 
' were annihilated ; they trembled, endeavoured to 
their hands in their pockets, and miffed them, let 
r hats fill], and were afliamed to take them up 5 
» in fhort, put themfeh'es in every attidude but tne* 
t, that is, the eafy and natural one. The charafter* 

of a well-bred man is, to converfe with his in- 
)rs without infoleiice, and whh his fuperiors with* 
ed, and with eafe. He talks to kings without con- 
I J he trifles with women of the firft condition: 
1 familiarity, gaiety, but refpeft ; and converfes 
1 his equals, whether he is acquainted with them 
lot, upon general common topics, that are not, 
'ever, quite frivolous, without the leaft concern oi: 
d, or awkwardpefs of body ; neither of which 

appear to ad\'^ntage but when they are pcrfeSly 



LETTER LVI. 

Inflru^lons in the Study of Hijlory* 
A» Boy, London, May thfc \\ft» 

HAVE received, with great fatls fail ion, your let- 
he 28Lh,. from OrcKicn": it finllhcs your ihort but 
r account of liie Refer niiiti on ; which is one o£ 
c interefting pt rictls of modern hiilory, that can- 
be too much liuviiL-d nor too minutely known by 
p There aremai^y great events inhiilory, which, 
11 once they are ovtr, leave ilVuv^s m A\<i ^\V^x'^xv3^ 
'Aic/j thty found them. As (ot mVUwc^, \\\^ \'5J^ 
I which, excepting tlie ci\;ibi\a\meivt. "m \viN^ ^ 
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Don Philip, leaves things pretty much in fiaf 
a mutual rtftitution of all acquifitions being 1] 
by the preliminaries of the peace. Such ev 
dpubtediy deferve your notice, but yet not fo \ 
iis thofe, which are not only important in the 
but equally (or it may be more) important by tl 
fequenccs too : of this latter fort were the pr 
the Chriftian religion in Europe \ the invaiio 
Goths ; the divifion of the Roman Empire int 
ern and Eaftern ; the eftabli(hment and rap'd 
of Mahometanifm ; and, laftly, the Reforma 
whicii events produced the greateft changes in 
fairs of Europe, and to one or other of which 
fent fituation of all the parts of it is to be trac( 

Next to thefe are thofe events which mor 
diately afTeft particular ftates and kingdoms, ai 
arc reckoned merely local, though their influei 
and indeed very often does, indireftly, cxt 
farther ; fuch as civil wars, and revoluttor 
which a total chstnge in trhc form of govern n 
quently flows- Tne civil wars in England 
reign of king Charles I. produced an entite c 
die government here, from a limited monar 
commonwealth, at iirft, and afterwards to 
power, ufurped by Cromwell, under the pre 
proteAion, and the title of prote£tor. 

The revolution, in 1688, inftead of chang 
fcrved our form of government ; which king j 
intended to fubvert, and eftablifli abfolute p 
the crown. 

Thefe are the two great epochs in our Eng 
tory, which I recommend to your particular atl 

The leagtti formed by the houie of Guife, 
mented by the artifices of Spain, is a moft 
part of the hiftory of France. The foundat 
was laid in the reign of Henry II. but the fuper j 
was carried on through the fucceffive reigns < 
CIS IL ChsiTlc^ IX. and Henry III. till at la 



• la the Aatc in which ihc^ >«««• 
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•udied, partly by the arms, but more by the apoftacf 
• Henry IV. 

Ill Germany, great events have been frequent, by 
hich the imperial dignity has always either gotten ot 




years, tlunng 

ime it vi^as always attempting to extend its power, by 
ncroaching upon the rights and privileges ot the other 
bates of the empire ; till, at the end oi the Mlum tri- 
emialej f the treaty of Munfter, of which France i$ 
;aaTantee, fixed the refpeftive claims. 

Italy has beea conftantly torn to piecesj from the 
ime of the Goths, by the popes and tne antipopes, fe- 
rerally fupported by other great powers of Lurope, 
more as their interelt than as their religion led them f 

g^ the pretenfions alfo of France, and the houfe of Au- 
la, upon Naples, Sicily, and the Milanefe ; not to 
mention the various lefler caufes of fquabbles there, 
for the Uttle ftates, fuch as Ferrara,. Parma, Montfer- 
nt, &c. 

The popes, till lately, have always taken a confider-^ 
able part, and had great influence in the aiFairs of Eu- 
rope ; their excommunications, bulls,, and indulgences, 
flood inftead of armies, in the times of ignorance and 
bigotry *, but now, that mankind are better informed, 
the fpiritual authority of the pope is not only lefs re- 
garded, but even defpifed, by the catholic princes them- 
felves ; and'liis holinefs is adiually little more than bifh;- 
ep of Rome, with large temporalities ; which iie is not 
Ukely to keep longer than till* the otlicr greater powers 
in Italy fhall find their conveniency in taking them 
from nim. Among the modern popes, Leo tlie 
Tenth> Alexander the Sixths and Sextus Quintus, de- 
ferve your particular notice;. The firft, an:ong other 
things, for his own leafning and tafte, and for his en- 
eouragement of the reviving arts and fcienccs in Italy. 
Under his proteflion, the Greek and Latin chfiics 
were mod excellently tranflated into Italian -, paint* 

t TIm. thirt/ jretrj war. 
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ing flouriflied and arrived at its perfedion ; and" fcufph- 
ture came fo near the ancients, that the works of Im 
time, both in marble and bronze, are now called Jnii- 

Alexander the Sixth, together with his natural fon^ 
Cefar Borgia, was famous for his wickednefs ; in which 
he, and his fon too, furpafled all imagination. Their 
lives are well worth your reading*. They were poifon-* 
cd themfelves by the poifoned wine wliich they had.' 
prepared for others : the father died of it, but Celar 
recovered. 

Sextus the Fifth was the fon of a fwinehcrd ; and 
raifed himfelf to the popedom by his abilities : he wasi 
a great knave, but an able and a fingular one. " 

Here is hiftory enough for to-day ; you (hall hafpi 
fome more foon. — Adieu ! 



LETfER LVII. 

^tttniioH ta Inferiors* 
BXAt BOY) London^ July the ift* 



I 



AM extremely well pleafed with the courfc of ftu* 
dies which Mr. Harte iniforms me you arc.now in, an£ 
witli the degree of application which he afiures me yon. 
have to them. 

Solid knowledge, as I have often told you, is the firft \ 
and great foundation of your future fortune and cha^ 
raGer ; for I never mention to you the two mudl- 
greater points of religion and morality, becaufe I can* 
not poflibly fufpedi you as to either of them. This*- 
folid knowledge you are in a fair way of acquiring.^ \ 
you may if you pleafe \ and, I will add, that nobody 
ever had the means of acquiring it more in their power 
than you have. But remember, that manners muft a- 
dorn knowledge, and fmooth its way through the; 
world. Like a great, rough diamond, it may do vcrff 
well in a elofet, by way of curio fity, and aJfo for its in- ' 
trinfic value ; but it will never be worn, nor fhine, if it 
IS not jpoYiihziL. It is upon tliis article, I confefsj that 
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f fufpefl you the moft, which makes me recur to it fo 
)fteii ; for I fear tliat you are apt to (how too little at- 
;ention to every body, and too much contempt to 
many. Be convinced, that there are no perfons lb in- 
Geniiicant and inconGderable, but may, Tome time or 
other, and in fome thing or other, have it in their pow-> 
cr to be of ufe to you ; which they certainly will not, 
if you have once fliown them contempt. Wrongs arc 
often forgiven, but contempt never is. Our pride re- 
members It for ever. It implies a difcovery of weak- 
nefics, which we are much more careful to conceal 
than crimes^ Many a man will confefs his crimes to a 
common friend, but I never knew a man who would 
tell his filly weakiiefles to his moft intimate one. As 
many a friend will tell us our faults without referve, 
who will not fo much as hint at our follies 5 that dit 
covery is too mortifying to our felf-love, either to tell 
another, or to be told of one*s-felf. You muft, there- 
fore, never cxpeft to hear of your weaknefTes, or your 
follies, from any body but me ; thofe I will take pains 
to difcover, and whcHever I do, fliall tell you of them. 
Next to manners, are exterior graces of perfon and 
idd-efs 'j which adorn manners, as manners adorn 
knowledge. To fay that they pleafe, engage, and: 
diarm, as they moft uidifputably do, is faying, that one 
fliould do every thing poflible to acquire tliem. The 
graceful manner of Ipeaking is, particularly, what I 
y\M. always hollow in your ears, as Hotfpur. hollowed 
Mirfimer to Henry IV ; and like him too, I have a 
mind to have a ftarling taught to fay, /peak iliftin£ily and 
pacifullvy and fend him to you, to replace your lofe of 
the unfortunate Matzel * ; who, by the way, I am 
told, fpoke his language very diftinftly and gracefully. 
I hope you do not forget to inquire mto the afiairs of 
trade and commerce, nor to get the beft accounts you 
ean of the commodides and manufactures, exports and 
imports, of tlic feveral countries where you may be, 
and their grofs value. 
1 would like wife have you attend to the relpedivc 

* FsFoiu-fte bui^Ach which died. 
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coins, gold, filvcr, copper, Sec. and their vaTlie coct 
pared with our coins, for which purpofe, f would ad 
▼ife you to put up, in a fej-iirate piece of paper> on* 
piece of every kind-, wherever you tliall be, writing up- 
on it the name and the value. Such a colleaiouwU 
be curious enough in itfelf ; and that fort of knowlcdw 
\vill be very ufeful to you in your way of bufinefs, 
where the ditTcarcnt value ^of liioney often comes is 
queilion. 

I/Abbe Mably's Droit it VEurcpe, which Mr. Hfli* 
13 fo kind as to fend me, is worth your rcading^T* 
Adieu ! 



LEITER LVIII. 

rndclent and frii clous Minds cbara3erifeJl 
itEAK BOY, l^onaun, July theiflhi 

Jl HERE arc two forts of underftandings ; one d 

which hinders a man from ever being confiderable, and 

the other commonly makes him ridiculous ; I meat 

the lazy mind, and the trifling frivclous mind. Yonrft 

I hope, is neither. The lazy mind will not take th 

trouble of going to the bottom of any thing 5 but, dill 

couraged by the firft difficulties (and every thing word 

knowing or having is attended with fome) (lops flipfl 

contents itfdf with cafy, and confequently, iuperficid 

knowledge, and prefers a great degree of ignorawccH 

a fmall degree of trouble. Thcfc: people either thinl 

or reprefent, moft things as impofcble •, whereas fci 

things are fo, to induftrv and activity. But difiicultk 

feem to them impofTibilities, or at lead they pretend t 

think them fo, by way of excufe for thriir lazincfs. A 

hour's attention to the fame objectl is too laborious fc 

them ; they take every thiivg in the light in which it fir) 

prefents itlelf, never confider it in all its different views 

and, in fhortf never think it through. The confequenc 

of this is, that when the^ comt to ^^'^'aiVxi^oTithd 

fubie£ts, before people who Kavc cov\^\viexe^N!tvsm'«^ 

Intention, they only difcovcx thtii o^xv V^xvTiX'iswi • 
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:fs, and lay themfelves open to anfwers that put 
in confulion. Do not then be difcourajged by the 
diiBculties, but centra audentior ito + ; and rcfolve to 
die bottom of all thofe things, which every gen-- 
n ought to know well. Thofe arts or fciences, 
1 arc peculiar to certain profeffions, need not 
epiy known by thofe who are not intended for 
profefllons. As for inftance ; fortification and 
ation ; of both which a fuperlicial and general 
ledge, fuch as the common courfe of convcrfation^ 
a very little inquiry on your part, will give you>is> 
ent. Thougli, by the way, a little more knowl- 
Df fortification m:iy be of lome ufe to you ; as the. 
3 of war, in ficges, make many of the terms of 
:ience occur frequently in common converfations ^ 
>ne would be forry to fay, like the marquis de 
jrilk, in Moliere's Precieu/es RUnules, when he 
of Hfte demit lune ; — Mafoi c\toit bien une lune toute 
1 / But thofe things which every gentleman, in- 
idently of profeffion, fliould know, he ought tOr 
well, and dive into all the depths of them. Such 
inguages, hidory, and geography, ancient and 
rn i pnilofophy, rational logic, rhetoric ; and, for 
articularly, the conflitutions, and the civil and 
ry ftate oi every country in Europe. This, I con-* 
% a pretty large circle of knowledge, attended 
fome difficulties, and requiring fome trouble ; 
1 however, an aftive and induUrions mind will 
>me, and be amply repaid. The trifling and 
0U8 mind is always bufied, but to little purpofe $ 
:8 little objcdis for great ones, and throws away 
trifles that time and attention which only import 
tiings defcrve. Knick-knacks^ butterflies, (heils^ 
s> &C are the objcds of their moft ferious re*. 
ics. They contemplate the drcfs, not the char- 
, of the company they keep. They attend more 
decorations of a play, than to the lenfe of it, and 
ceremonies of a court, more than to it& ijolldcv.. 

■I ■ I I ■ !■■■ ■■ — i^— ■— .— ^B^MPM^— 

f But dare mort arvlentl^. 
XAq Aa/i-iTiOon— Faith it was a f viVl-vaoQii \ 
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Such an employment cf time Is an abfolutc lofs of 
You have now, at moft, three yeurs to employ, eith 
well or ill ; for, as I have often told you. you wHl h 
all your life, what you fliall be three years hence, 
entreat yoi^ then to reflcii ! Will you thj-ow away th 
time, either in lazinefs or in trifles ? Or will you m 
rather employ every moment of it in a manner th: 
mull fo foon reward you, with fo mucli plcafure, figur 
& character ? I cannot, I will not doubt of your clioio 
Read only ufcful books, and never quit a fubjeS ti 
you are thoroughly mafter of it, but read and inquir 
on till then. When you are in company, bring th 
converfation to fome ufeful fubjeft, but ^^/or/t'/ f o 
that company. Points of hiftory, matters of literature 
the cuftoms of particular countries, the feveral order 
of knighthood, as Teutonic, Maltcie, &r. are furel; 
better lubjefts of converCatlon than the weather, drcfs 
or fiddle-faddle ftories, that carry no information alon| 
with them. The charadiers of kings and great men 
are only to be learned in ocnverfation ; for they ar 
never fairly written durirj; il Lir lives. This, there 
fore, is an enicrtainine; irltrucEiive fubjeft of converfi 
tion, and will lifecwile give you an opportunity cf ol 
ferving how very differently chnradlcrs are given, fror 
the different paflions and views of thofc whogivethcn 
Never be afhamcd nor afraid of aiking queflions ; foi 
if they lead to information, and if you acc(>4r!pany thci 
Tilth ibme cxcufe, you will never be reckoned an iff 
pertinent or rude queftioner. All thofe things, inifc 
common courfe of life, depend entirely upon the mai 
ncr ; and, in that refpec^, the vulgar faying is trw 
That one man may better ileal a horfe, tnan anoth< 
look over the hedge. There are few things that ma 
net be faid, in fome manner or other : either \vt a feen 
ing confidence, or a genteel irony, or introduced wit 
wit : and one great part of the knowledge of the worl 
confifts in knowing when, and v/here, to make ufe i 
thefe different manners. The graces of the perfoi 
the countenance, and the wa^ oi ^Y^-siVvtv^^ cci\\tribu< 
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much to tills, thr»t I am convincc<}, tl;c very fame 
hing, faid by a gsnteel peiibn, in an engagiu^- way, 
j\d gracefully ami diftiiidtly fpoken, would plcai> — 
('hicii would fliock, if muttered out by an awkward 
igurc, with a fuUcn, fcrious countenance. I'he poeis 
always reprefeilt Venus as attended by the three Gra- 
ces, to intimate, that even beauty will not do without. 

1 think they fhould have given Minerva three alfo ; for 
without them, I am furc, learning is very unattradiive. 
Invoke them, then, diftindly, to accompany all your 
words and aclions. — Adieu I 



LETTER LIX. 

Ohjervations on Good Cor; siui},,, Treaty of M$tnfltr,.,Rife §f 

the Hovj'e of Braticcuburg*. 

DiAR BOT, London, Augufl the %%^% 

f JL our friend Mr. Eliot has dined with me twice 
f fince I returned hither ; and I can fay with truth, that, 
k while I had the feals,I never cxamiiicd or (ifted a ftate- 
tprifoner, with fo much care and curiofity, as I did 
iJum. Nay, I did more, for, contrary to the laws of 
; this country, I gave him, in fome manner the queftion 
1. ordinary and extraordinary \ and I have infinite plea- 
Ifnrein telling you, that the rack, which I put him to, 
\£iA not extort from him pne Angle word that was not 
^'fuch as I wiflied to hear of you. I heartily congratu- 
late you upon fuch an advantageous teftiaiony, from 
^ib credible a witnefs. Luudari a iaui/a/o*viro,^ is one 
r of the greateft pleafures and honours a rational being 
("CUihave : may you long continue to deferve it ! Your 
La?eriion to drinking, and your diflike to gaming, which 
Hfr,. Eliot affuros me are both very ftrong, give me the 
Fgieateft joy imaginable for your fake 5 as the former 
f would ruin both your conftltution and underftauding, 
land the latter your fortune and chnrafter. Mr. liartc 
wrote me word fome time ago, and Mr. Eliot confirms 
'itAOW, that you employ your pin-money in a ^ery dif- 
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forcnt manner from that in which pin-money is commonl^ 
lavilhed. Not in gcw-gaws and baubles, but in buyinj 
good and ufcful books. 'J^'his is an excellent fymptom 
and gives mc very good hopes. Go on thus, my dc» 
boy, but for thcfe two next years, and at prefent, I all 
no more. You mud then make iuch a figure, and fud 
a fortune in tlio ^orld, as I vi'ilh you, and as I have tab 
en all thefi> pali r. to enable you to do. After that tinnQ 
I allow you to he as idle as €ver you pleafe ; becaufel 
am fure that you v^ijl not then pleafe to be fo at all 
The ignorxit and th.c wcik only are idle ; but thofC] 
who have once acjuir^d a eood (lock of knowledgCi 
always defire to iiicrcal-:: it. Knowledge is like poveTi 
in this refpeft, tl^at thofc who have the moft, are moft 
defirous of having more. It docs not clog by pofTeifioiu 
but increiifes defne ; which is the cale of very fieii 
plcafures. i 

Upon receiving tins congratulatory letter, and n 
ipg your cwn praifes, I am fure that it muft natui 
occur to you, now great a fliare of them you owe 
Mr. Harte's care and attention ; and, confequcntly, 
your regard and aiTctlion for him muft mcreafe,it tL 
DC room for it, in proportion as you reap, which you 
daily, the fruits of his labours. 

I muft not, however, conceal from you, that th 
was one article in which your own witnefs, Mr. Eli 
faultercd : for, upon my qucftioning him home, as 
your manner of fpcakinej he could not fay that yo! 
utterance was eitlicr difUn6t or graceful. I have 
ready faid fo much to you upon tnis point, that I 
add nothing. I will therefore only repeat this tru^ 
which is, that if you will not fpeak diftindily 
gracefully, nobody will defire to hear you. 

I am glad to learn that abbe Mably's Droit Puhlie 
V Europe * makes a part of your evening amufemen 
It is a very ufeful book, and gives a clear dedu£bion 
the affairs' of Europe, from the treaty of Munfter 
this time. Pray read it v/ith attention, and with t 
proper maps •, always recurring to them for the fcv 



^ 
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countries or towns yielded, taken, or reftored. Pere 
Bougeant's third volume will give you the beft idea of 
the treaty of Munfter, and open to you the feverai 
riews of the belligeiant and contra£ting parties : and 
there never were greater than at that time. The houfe 
of Auftria, in the war immediately preceding that trea- 
ty, intended to make itfelf abfolute m the empire, and 
t9 overthrow the rights of the refpedive dates of it. 
The view of France was to weaken and difmcmber the 
houfe of Auftria> to fuch a degree, as that it ifaould no 
longer be a counterbalance to that of Bourbon. Swe- 
den wanted pofTeliions iipon the continent of Ger- 
niany,not only to fupply the neceffities of its own poor 
and barren country, but likewife to hold the balance in 
the empire between the houfe of Auftria and the 
States. TJie houfe of Brandenburgh wanted to aggran- 
dife itfelf by pilfering in the fire ; changed fides occa- 
Gonally, and made a ^ood bargain at lalt : for I think 
it got, at the peace, nme or ten bi(hopric§ fecularifed. 
So that we may date, from the treaty of 'Munfter, the 
decline of the houfe of Audria, the great power of the 
houfe of Bourbon, and the aggrandilement of that of 
Brandenburg ; and I am much miilaken, if it ftops 
where it is now. 



XETTER LX, 

Cmutions in reading Htfiefy,. Great Power t>f Franci»,*CaaJes 

of Wiaknefi in Allied Po«wers» 

DSAR B0Y9 London, Auguil the 30th. 

3l our reflexions upon the condu<3: of France, 
from the treaty of Munfter to this time, are very juft ; 
and I am very glad to find, by them, that you not only 
read, but that you think and reflet upon what you 
read. Many great readers load their memories, with* 
out exercifing their judgmcVits ; and make lumber- 
rooms of their heads, inftead of furv\\ft\vtv^ xicv'ttiv m^^- 
fidJ^ ; /a^ are headed upon fafts, VixivQWX. ^xAl^x ^^ 
dUbn^on, und may juflly be (aid to corc\^ol<i ^w^X 

M 
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Rudis indigefl'ique moles 



Q^am dixere ch.xos. § 

; Go on then, in the way of reading that you are in ; 

: take nothing for granted, upon the bare authority of the 
author ; but weigh and confider, in your own mind 

: the probability of the fa<38, and the jultncfs of theTc- 
fleftioKS. Confuk different authors upon tbe fame 
fafts, and form your opinion upon the greater or leffer 
degree of probability arifing from the v/hole.; which, 
in my mind, is the utmoft itretch of hiftorical faidi ; 
certainty (I fear) not being to be found. When an 
liiflorian pretends to give you the caufes and motive* 
of events, compare thofe caufes and motives with th& 
charadlers and interells of the parties concerned, aiiA 
judge for yourfelf, whether they corrtiipond or not. 
Confider whether you cannot aflign others more pro- 
bable ; and, in that examination, do not defpiie ibme 
very mean and trifling caufes of the acliony of great 
men : for fo various and inconfifteiu is human naturCf 
fo ftrong and fo changeable are our paiFions, fo fluftua- 
ting are our wills, and fo mu<:h are our minds influen- 
ced by the accidents of our bodies, tliat e^•erv man is 
more the man of the day tlian a regular and confc- 
quential charafter. The beft have fomcthing bad, and 
tomething little ; the worft have fo.siething good, and 
fometimes fomething great ; for 1 do not believe what 
Velleius Patcrculus (for the fake of faying a pretty 

thing) fays of Scipio, ^ui nihil nan laudanduvif atU, petty 
4iut dixit y aut finjit, \ As for the rcfleciions of hiltori- 
ans, widi which they think it nccefliiry to interlard 
their hiftories, or at leaft to conclude their chapters 
(and which, in the French hiftories, are always intro- 
duced with a tant il eft njrai, and in the EiigHfli, fo true 
it is) do not adopt them implicitly upon the credit of 
the author, but analyfe them youxfeli, aud judge wbc* 
tiier they are true or not. 

But, to return to the politics of France, from whicb 

J have digreiTed \ you have certainly made one farther 

j-e^edtioii of an advantage whid\ Yiarvce has> over an^ 

f A rude znd mWigcfteiJ maft, wKuViv* ca\^t^ cVim>s- . vke.. 

/ Who never did, oi iaiJ, or feltjWVut y**soxYici>n\v^ U^^\vk^*«^ 
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abm'e its abilities in the cabinet, and tlie (kill of its ne- 
gociators ; which is (if I may ufe the exprcflion) its 
k>lenefs, continuity ot riches and power within itfclf, 
and the nature of its government. Near twenty mil- 
Rons of people, and the ordinary revenue of above 
thirteen millions Itcrllng a year, are at theabfolute dif- 

fofal of the crown- This is what no other power in 
lurope can fay;.fo that diiFerent powers mull now 
unite to make a balance againfl France •, which union, 
though formed upon the principle of their common 
intcrcft, can never be fo intimate as to compofe a ma- 
chine fo compart and fimple as that of one great king- 
dom, direrted Wy one will,, and moved by one intereft. 
The allied powers (as we have conftantly feen) have,, 
befidcs the common and declared objert of their alK- 
smce, fome feparate and concealed view, to wJiich they 
often facriSce the general one ; which makes them, 
either dirertly or indirectly, pull different ways. Thus, 
tlie defign upon Toulon failed, in the year 1706, only 
from the fecret view of the houfc of Auftria upon 
Naples 'i which made the court of Vienna, notwith- 
ftanding the rcpr.'f:?ntations of the other allies to the 
contrary, fend to Naples the 12,000 men that would 
have done the bufmefs at Toulon. In this laft war, 
too, thj fame caufcs had the fame efrerts ; the queen of 
Hungary, in fccrct, thought of nothing but recovering 
SileHa, and what fhe had lod in Italy : and therefore 
never C^v,t \r.\\i that quota, which fnc promiied, and 
Tve paiil for, into Flanders ; but left that country to 
the maritime powers to defend as they could. The 
king of Sardinia's real objtrt was Savona, and all the 
Riviera di Poncnte •, for v/hich rcafon he concurred fo 
lamely in the iiivafion of Piovence ; whither the 
queen of Hungary, likewifc, did not fend one third of 
tnc force ilipulatcd j engrofled as Ihe was, by her ob- 
lique views upon the plunder of Genoa, and the re- 
covery of Napl.ii. Infomuch that the expedition into 
Provence, which would have ciiihclTed France to the 
grcateil dcgrCvT, and have caufcd a great detachmer* 
from their army in Flanders, failed fliamefully, ft 
want of every 'thing necciTary for its fucccfs. Sui 



fil • 1.36 ELEMENTS OF A 

'" . pofe, therefore, any four or five powers, d 

together, fhall Be equal, or even a little fup< 

''\.\ riches and ftrength, to that one power again( 

i . they are unitea, the advantage will ftill be gi 

the fide of that fingle power ; becaufe it is 

\j .The power and riches of Charles V. were, i 

[ felves, certainly fuperior to thofe of Francis L 

i i ^yP^" ^^^ whole, he was not an overmatch 

Cnarles the Fifth's dominions, great as the 

were fcattererf and remote from each other ; tl 

-■ ' flitutions different \ and wherever he did n< 

didurbances arofe : whereas the compa£knefs c 

made up the diffl:rence in the ftrength. This 

refleftion convinced me of the abfurdity of tl: 

of Hanover, in 1725, between France and ] 

to which the Dutch afterwards acceded \ fo 

made upon the apprehenfions, either real or pi 

that the marriage of Don Carlos with the eld 

duchefs, now queen of Hungary, was fettle 

treaty of Vienna, of the fame year, betwe< 

and the late emp/ror, Charles VI. which n 

thofe confummate politicians faid, would r 

1 Europe the exorbitant power of Charles V. I 

' I heartily wi(h it had ; as, in that cafe, ther 

have been, what there certainly is not now — c 

er in Europe to counterbalance that of Fran 

i ■ then the maritime powers would, in reality, h 

I'l' the balance of Europe in their hands. Even f 

that the Auftrian power would then have been 

]»■ match for that of France, which (by the wa 

;i-' clear, the weight of the maritime powers, thei 

\<i into the fcale of Europe, would infallibly ha^ 

tf* the balance at leaft even. In which cafe, too, 

•i* derate efibrts of the maritime powers, on th( 

.J' France, would have been fuflicient 5 where 

they are obliged to exhauft and beggar themfe 

that too ineffediually, in hopes to lupport the 

^dj ^cgS^^^^9 ^^^ inluiEcient houfe of Auftria 
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LETTER LXI. 

^sriiinal di RetK»,,Pofular Meetings. .JTraiti of HereifiH*,* 

Secrets, 

BiAR BOY. London^ September tht 1 3thv 



I 



H AVE more than once recommended to you the * 
MemqiTs of the Cardinal de Retz, and to attend par- 
ticularly" to the political refleftions interfpcrfed in that- 
excellent work. I will now preach a little upon two or 
three of thole texts. 

In the difturbanccff at Paris, monficur de Beaufort^, 
who was a very popular, though a very weak manj was* 
the cardinars tool with the populace. Proud of his- 

Kularity, he was always for affembling the people of 
is together, thinking that he made a great figure at 
flic head of them. The cardinal,, who was fa£tious- 
enough, was wife -enough, at the fame time, to avoid 
gathering the people •ogether, except when there was 
occafion, and when he had fomething particular for- 
ftcm to do. However, he could not always check 
nwmfieur de Beaufort ; who having aflemhled them* 
once veiy unneceflarily, and without any determined* 
rtjeft, they ran riot, would not be kept within bounds 
fcf their lcaders> and did their caufe a great deal of 
tern ; upon which the cardinal obferves, moft judici- 
tefly, ^ue monfieur de Beaufort ntf^avoit pas, qut qui affemhlt 
^ftmfiethneut. \ It is certain, that great numbers of 
people met together, animate each other, and will do 
wmething. either good or bad, but oftener bad: and? 
Ac rtfpeftive individuals, who were fcparately very 
^Met, when met together in numbers, grow tumult- 
•0J18 as a body, and ripe for any mifchiet that may be 
pointed out to them by the leaders ; and, if their lead- 
•• have no bufinefs for them, they will find fome foi^ 
Jemfclves. . The demagogues, or leaders of popular 
^ >tfiion$) (hould therefore oe very careful not to af- 
TRnWc die people unneccffarily, and without a fettled*. ■ 

t Mr. de Beaufort diJ notknow^th-At NV^iocstii iSxxoSgJ^^^ ^t. "^w^ 
■*■«» tkesA to infurnitiont 

M a 
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and well confidered objeft. Befides that, by making 
thofe popular aflemblies too frequent, they make them 
likewife tco familiar, and confequently lefs refpe£led 
by their enemies.. Obfervc any meetings of people, and 
you will always find their eagcrnefs -and impetuofity 
rife or fall in proportion to their numbers : when the 
numbers are very great, all fenfe and reafon feem to 
fubfide, and one fudden phrenzy feizes on all, even 
tli^ cooleft of them. 

Another very juft obfervation of the cardinal's, is. 
That the things which happen in our own times, and 
which we fee ourfelves; do not furprife us near lb 
much as the things which we read of in times paft» 
though not in the lead more extraordinary ; and auldiy 
that he is perfuaded, that when Caligula made his horfe 
a conful, the people of Rome> at that time, were not 

Sreatly furpriled at it, having necefFarily been in fome 
egree prepared for it, by an infenfible ^adation o£ 
extravagances from the fame quarter. This is fo true* 
that we read every day, with aftonifhment, things ' 
^hich we fee every day without furprife. We won- 
der at the. intrepidity 01 aLeonidas, a Codrus, and a 
Curtius ; and are not in tRe lead furprifed to hear of x 
fea-captain, who has blown up his ihip, liis crew, and . 
himfeff;, that they might not fail into tne hands of the 
enemies of hia country. I cannot help reading e£ 
Porfeni>a and Regulus with furprife and reverence ^ 
and yet I remember that I faw, without either, the ex&» 
cution of Shepherd, * a boy of eighteen years old^ '■• 
who intended to fhoot the late king, and who would • 
have been pardpned, if he would nave expreffed the^ ^ 
leaft forrow for his intended crime ; but, on the con<» ■) 
trary, he declared. That, if he was pardoned, he would '^ 
attempt it again ; tJiat he thought it a duty which he. ^ 
owed his country ^ and that he died with pleafure foe, i 
having endeavoured to perform it. Reafon equals i 
Shp.pherd to Regulus : but prejudice, and,, the recenc)K 

* Jaw .8 Hhcphckd, a coach-painUr's a^^itauce^ was executed at T.^ 
hurafor A'^-Zi-taafoji, March the 17.1^, i^i^i \uxiwt wtfk^fL Q.««m(&. 
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of the fa6l, makes Shepherd a common malefaf^or^ and 
Reeulus a hero. 

Examine carefully, and reconfider all your notions 
of tilings ; analyfe them, and difcover their component 
paitSi and fee it' habit and prejudice are not the princi- 
pal ones ; weigh the matter, upon which you arc to 
form your opinion, in the equal and impartial fcales of 
itafon. It is not to be conceived how many peoplcj^ 
^pable of reafoning if they would, live and aie m a 
ifand errors, from lazinefs ; thev will rather adopt 
prejudices of others, than give tnemfelves the trou-^ 
of forming opinions of their own. They fay 
;g, at firft, becaufe other people have faid tnem v 
then they pcriitt in them, becaufe they have faid 
i themfelves. 
The laft obi^rvation that I fliall now mention of the 
nal's, is. That a fecret is more eafily kept by a good 
y people, than one commonly imagines. By this. 
means a fecret of importance, among people inter- 
in the keeping of it. And it is certain that peo-> 
of builnefs know tlie importance of fecrecy, and 
1 obferve it, where they are concerned in the event. 
d the cardinal does not fuppofe that any body is filly 
nigh to tell a fecret, merely from the defire of telling 
it, to any one that is not fome way or other intereftcd 
m the keeping of it, and concerned in the event. 

To go and tell your friends a fecret with which they 
lave nothmg to do, is difcovering to them fuch an un« 
Ktentive weaknefs, as muft convince them that you 
vflLtell it to twenty othets, and copfcquently that tney 
Kfty reveal it without the rifque of being difcoverea. 
But a fecret properly communicated, only to thofe 
vho are to be concerned in the thing in queftion, will 
probably be k^pt by them, though they fhould be a 
I flood many. Little fecrets are commonly told again^ 
Kt great ones generally kept.— 'Adieu ! 
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LETTER LXIL. 

Mtuifrn Latin,, .War.,. ^ihbles of La'Wyers...GeHtral^ 
pUs 9/ Ju/iice.,,CaJ'uiJirTi,».Cofnmon Senff the beft 
Litter Writing,^ 

DEAR fiOTy Londosi September t 



I 



HAVE rcccK'cd yoirr Lntin lefture upon 
which, though it is not exadly the fame Lati 
Goefar, Cicero, Horace, Virgil, and Ovid fpok 
however, as good Latin as the erudite Germans 
or write. . I have always obferved, that the moft 
cd people, that is thofe who have read the moft \ 
write the worfl: ; and this diftinguiihes the Latii 
gentleman, fcholar from that of a, pedant. A g 
man has, probably, read no other Latin than t 
the A^uguftan age ; and therefore can write no c 
whereas, the pedant has read much more bad Latii 
good ; and confequently writes fo too. He lopl 
on the- bell clalhcal liooks as books for fchool 
and confequently below him ; but pores over 
ments of obfcure authors, treafures up the ob 
words which he meets with there, and ufes them, 
all occafions, to {how his reading, at the expenfe 
judgment. Plautus is his favourite author, not fc 
wke of the wit and the 'vis comica of his comcdicj 
upon av'countof the many obfolete words, and th« 
ot low charadters, which are to be met with noi 
elfe. He will rather ufe olli than ////, cptum\ than 1 
and any bad word, rather than any good one, pro 
he can but prove, thati ftriQly Ipeaking, it'is L 
that is, that it was written- by a Roman. By thu 
I. might now write to you in the language of Ch 
©r Spencer, and affert that I wrote £nglifh,- bcci 
was Englifh in their days 5 but I flioukV be a mc 
fedied puppy if I did fo, and yoH would not u 
ftand three words of my letter. . All thcfc, and 
like afFeAed peculiarities, are the charaAerifti 

ir^medcoxcon^b^ and pedants, and are carefully a 

#</ by zll men of fcnfc. • ' 
Idipjjpdy accidentally, the olhcx^^^^^mxxi^^ 
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reface to his Lexicon j where I found a word that 
uzzled me, & which I did not remember ever to have 
let with before. It is the adverb fraffifcirie j which 
leans, in a good hour : an exprcfTion, which, by the 
iipcrftition of it, appears to be low and vulgar. I 
ooked for it ; md at laft I found, that it is once or 
wicc made ufe of in Plautus ; upon the ftrength of 
v^hich, this learned pedant thruits it into his preface. 
Vhcncvcr you write Latin, remember that every word 
ff phrafe which you make ufe of^ but cannot find in 
^ar, Cicero, Livy, Horace, Virgil, and Ovid, is bad, 
lUbcral Latin, though it may have been written by a 
toman. 

I muft now fay fomething as to the matter of the 
cfiure ; in which, I confefs, there is one dodlrinc laid 
bum that furprifes me : it is this \ ^um 'vero hoPAs fit 
Mm cifave mortt omnia tiira nobis minitam quocunque hellanti^ 
Iv Mgotium tftfparum fant interfuerit quo modo eum olfruerett 
^fUtrjitWifatagamu^fiferociam exuerecunSietwr, Ergo *viit€no 

tut ntifiit bJI, isfc* whereas I cannot conceive that 
ufe of poifon can, upon any account, come within 
t lawful means of felf-defence. Force may, without 
bt, be juflly repelled by force, but not by treachery 
nd fraud ; for I do not call the ftratagems of war, 
hch as ambufcades, mafked b itteries, falfe attack, &c« 
Huds or treachery ; they are mutually to be expe3ed 
Hd guarded againft ; but poifoned arrows, poifoned 
Mers, or poifon adminiftered to your enemy (which 
In only be done by treachery) I have always heardy 
NmI ana thought, to oe unlawful and infamous means 
f defence, be your danger ever fo creat : bwt^ fiferociom 
nwirr cMttStturf •, muft 1 rather die than poifon this cne- 
y? Yes, certainly : much rather die tlian do a bafeor 
nminal action : nor can I be fure, before-hand, that 
lis enemy may not, in the laft momtnty /trociam ex^ 
rv J. But the public lawyers, now, feem to me, rath- 
r to warp tlie law, in order to authorife, than to check, 

• When an cnomy is c.,nfl.int!y contriving for M& <iN<t\^ >N\t>KA\ 
ode of Sel^ru^ljii, wrfcim authorlied to take e\trN twt'JWi^ Vft 't*.- 
»rc or tfcilroy him. if his ferocitv remains ^ct uiviwidMt^* VTw^^Kv'^ 
ic, itm-iy be hnvhil even t" emp'ry i>o\lon. 
■ If hit ferocity rcmaiiii UMlubdusa. \ La^ a^&dft Vu* i«^«^"^l 
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tliofe unlawful proccecliiijrs of princes and ft 
which, by being common, appear lefs criai 
though cultom can never alter the nature of gpc 
ill. 

Pray let no quibbles of lawyers, no refineme 
cafuifts, break into the plain notions of righ 
wrong, which every man's right reafon, and 
common-fenfe, fuggell to him. To do as you • 
be done by, is the plain, fure, and undilputed r 
morality and juilice. Stick to that, and be cony 
ihat whatever breaks into It, in any degree, ho 
fpecioufly it may be turned, and however puzzl 
may be to anfwer it, is, notwithftanding, falfe in 
unjuft, and 'criminal. I do not know a crime 
world, which is not, by the cafuifts among the J 
(efpecially the twenty four collecled, I think, 
cobar) allowed in fome, or many cafes, not to be 
inaL Tlie principles firft laid down by them are 
fpecious, the reafonings plauHble, but the cone 
always a lie : for it is contrary to that evident ai 
deniable ^ule of juftice, which I have mentioned 
of not doing to any one what you would not hai 
do to you. But however, theie refined pieces oi 
iftry and fophiftry, being very convenient and wc 
to people's pafTions- and appetites, they gladly acc< 
indulgence, without defiring to deteft the falls 
the reafoning : and indeed many, I might fay 
people, are not able to do it j which makes the 
cation of fuch quibbhngs and refinements the 
pernicious. 1 am no fkilful cafuift, nor fubtle 
tant ; an A yet I would undertike to juftify and c 
the profelfion of a highwayman, ftep by llep f, 
plaufiWy, as to make many ignorant people embra 
profeffion, as an innocent, if not even a laudabk 
and to puzzle people, of fome degree of knowled 
anfwer me point by point. I have feen a book 
tied ^idlihet ex^oiibet, or, The Art of makin; 
thing out of any thing ; which is not fo dilTicul 

f It Is rrniArkih^c that this has a^u^Vi^ bttw A-^u^i ^\wce his 
^roCf, by fume atheiitica! rnecaphvuci^u, >»«^o Vvv^?. ^\Xjtm.^tit 
M^de iiii morjl obiigarioas. 
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old fecm, if once one quits certain plain truths, ob- 
tts in grois tx) every underftanding, in order to run 
BT the ingenious refinements of warm imaginations 
Ifpeculative reafonings. Dr. Berkley, bi(hop of 
oync, a very worthy, ingenious, and learned man, 
s written a book to prove, that there is no fuch thing 
natter, and that nothing exifls but in idea : that you 
it I only fancy ourfelves eating, drinking, and ilcep- 
|;you at Leipfig, and I at London ; that we thmk 
liave flefli and Blood, legs, arms, &c. but that we 
only fpirit. His arguments are, {tricJIy fpeaking, 
nfwerable ; but yet 1 am fo far from being convin- 
Iby them« tliat I am determined to go on to. eat and 
^1 and walk and ride, in order to keep that matter, 
I fo miftakenly imagine my bodv at prefent to 
of, in- as good plight as poiliblc. Common 

(which, in truth, is very uncommon) is the bell 
'know of : abide by it, it will counfel you bell, 
I an4 hear, for your amufement, ingenious fyflems, 
|iqueftions fubtily agitated, with all the rcfinemea^s 
It warm imaghiations fuggeil ; but confider them 
as ^xercitations for the mind, and return always 
ttle with common fenfe. 

(tumbled the other day> at a bookfcller's upon 
tte dc Gabalis, in two very little volumes, which I 
formerly read. I read it over again, and with 
I aftomfhment. Mod of the extravagances arc ta- 
ifrom the Jewi-fti rabbins, who broached thofc wild 
»ns, and delivered them in the unintelligible jargon 
\ the Caballifts and Roficrucians deal in to this 
Their number is, I believe, much leflened, but 
arc ftill fome ; and I myfelf have known two, who 
J and firmly believed in that myftical nonfenfe. 
extravagancy is not man capable of entertaining, 
once his (hackled reafon is led in triumph by 
hey and prejudice ! The ancient alchymifts gave v©» 
I'lnuch into this fluff, by wiiich they thouglit they 
Md difcover the philofophcr*s (lone : and fome of 
Kinoft celebrated empirics employed it in the purfuit 
4e anivcrfal medicine. Paracelfus, a bold ckv^\\\!C1^ 
4 wild cabaJi'iA, aiforted, drat he had d\koNCi^^\\> 
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and called it his alkaheft. Why, or wherefore 
knows ; only that thofe madmen call nothing by 
teiligible name. You may eafily get this bool 
the Hague ; read it, for it will both divert and zi 
you ; and at the fame time teach you ml aJmirat 
very neceffary leflbn. 

Your letters, except when upon a given fubje< 
exceedingly laconic, and neither anfwer my d 
nor the . purpofe of letters, which fliould be fa 
converfations between abfent friends. As I de 
live with you upon the footing of an intimate i 
and not oi a parent, I could wifti that your letter 
me more particular accounts of yourfelf, ai 
your leffer tranfa£tions. When you write to me 
pofe yourfelf converfing freely with me, by the fir 
In that cafe, you would naturally mention the inc 
of the day \ as where you had been, whom yo* 
feen, what you thought of them, &c. Do this ii 
letters i acquaint me fometimes with your ftudies, 
titees with your divcrfions , tell me of any ne^ 
fons and chara£ters that you meet with in con 
and add your own obfervations upon them :-ixi 
let me fee more of you in your letters. How d 

fo on with lord Pulteney ? And how does he go 
icipfig ? Has he learning, has he parts, has he 
catiott ? Is he good or ill nalured ? In ihort what 
at leaft what do you think of him ? You may t 
withrfut referve, tor I promife you fecrecy. Yt 
now of an age that I am defirous to begin a con 
tial coirefpoftdence with you \ and as I fhall, a 
part, write to you very freely my opinion upoi 
and. things, which I fliould often be very unwillin 
any body but you and Mr. Hartc fliould fee. 5 fo oi 
part, if you write to me without referve, you m: 
p(^nd upon my inviolable fecrecy. Tell me what 
you arc now reading, either by way of fliudy or a 
ment ; how you pais your evenings when at hom 
vrhere you pafs them when abroad. I know thj 
go fometimes to MadaBcie ^a\crv\m'^ ^ffembly : 
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lo you do rfierc ? Do you play, or fup, or is tt only lit 

^gUe c§ntfirfaiion ? 

I (hould wifli that you were poliflicd, before you go 
:o Berlin ; where, as you will be in a great deal of 
good company, I wife you to have the right man- 
icfs for it. In your deftination this will be abfolutely 
neceflary j for a minifter who only goes to the court 
be refides at in form, to afk an audience of the prince 
>r the minifter, upon his laft inftru£tions, puis them 
upon tlieir gunrd, and will never know any tiling more 
:han what they have a mind that he {hould know*— - 
Mieu ! 



LETTER LXIIL 

The ^eftton dijatffed^ What u good Compaiy ?., .Cautions 
mgainft low Comfany,^,Agai7tft the adoption of fajbionable 
Vices* 
DKAB sor, [Bath, O^ober the nth; 
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_ CAME here three davs ago, upon account of a dif- 
ordcr in my ftomach, wfiich afFcfled my head and gave 
nc vertigos. I already find myielf fomething better. 
Jut however or wherever \ am, your welfare, your 
:hara£ber, youx knowledge, and your morals, employ 
ny thoughts more than any thing that can happen to 
rie» or that I can fear or hope for niyfelf. I am going 
iff the ftage, you are coming upon it : with me, what 
las been, has oeen, and refle£lion how would come too 
itc ; with ypu, every thing is to come, even, in fomc 
lanner, refleftion itfelf : io that this is the very time 
^hcn my refleflious, the refult of experience, may be of 
fe to you, by fupplying tlie want or yours. As foon as 
6u leav« Leipfig, you will gradually be going into the 
rcat world ; where the firft imprcmons that you (hall 
ivc of yourfelf will be of great importance to you ; but 
lofc wnich you fliall receive will he decifive, for they 
Lvays ftick. To keep good company, efpecially at 
our firft fetting out, is me way totcewt ^wAvkv- 
relEons. Ifycu a/fc me what i meatv)^'^ ^00^ covsv- 
viXt, I will confcfs to you, that it is pitUN e^SvcAaixxJ 

N 
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define ; but I ^vl^ endeavour to make you underlfa^ 
It aa well as I can. »^ 

iGood company is not what rcfpcdlive lets of comft 

iiy are pleafed cither to call or think themfolvcs 5 01 

it is that company wliich ail tlifi people of the pb( 

xall, and acknowledge to be good company, notwit] 

(landing fomc obic£lions which they may form to fod 

of the individuals who compoie it. It conlids cbidj 

(but by no means without exception") of people of con 

•fiderabie birth, rank, and character : f^ people of 

ther birth nor rank, are frequently, ami very julHvj 

mittcd into it, if diftinguiflied by any peculiar m 

or cminency in any Uberal art or fciencc- Nay, 

motley a thmg is good company, that many jico 

without birth, rank or merit, ihtruiFe into it bv tl 

own forwardnefs, and others flide into it by the p 

tcftion of fomc confiderablc perfon ; and fomc even 

indifferent charafters and morals make part of it. B 

in the main, the gootl part preponderates, and peo] 

of infamous and blaftcd characters are never admitti 

In this faftiionablc good company, the bcfc man 

and tlie bed language of the place, are moil unque 

ionably to be learnt 5 for they cfbblifli and give t 

tone to both, which are therefore called the langus 

and maimers of good company : there being no Icj 

tribunal to afccrtain either. 

A company confiiling wholly of people of the 
quality, cannot, for thatrcafon, be called good com 
jiy, in the common acceptation of the phrafe, un 
they are, into the bargain, the falliionable and ac( 
iteci company of the place ; for people of the very 
quality can be as filly, as ill-bred, and as wortlilefs,^^ 
people of the meanell degree. On the other hand».l 
company confiiling entirely of people of very low coi^ 
dition, whatever their merit or parts may be, can nevfij 
be called good company ; and confcquently ihould nfll 
be much ficqucnted, though by no means defpifed. 

A company wholly compoled of men of learning 
though greatly to be valued and refpefted, is not mean! 
by the words good company : they cannot have the c» 
fy manner* of the world, as tlicy do not live ia it. 9 




> 
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►u cantcir your pr*rt well in fuch a company, it is ex-* 
smcly right to be in it fonietimes, and you will be 
ore cileemcd in other companies, for having a place' 

that. But then, do not let it engrofs you •, tor if 
3udOj vou will be only confidered as one oi the iitgrati 
f profelTion j which is not the way either to fhine, or- 
fe in the world. 

The company of profefled wits and poets is extreme- 
' inviting to mod young men j who, if they have wit 
wmfclves, are plcafed widi it ; and if thev nave none, 
re III lily proud of being one of it : but it fnould be frc- 
aented with moderation and judgment, and you 
lould by no means give yonrfelf up to it. A wit is a 
ery unpopular denomination, as it carries terror along 
atli it ; and people in general are as much afraid of a- 
ve wit, in company, as a woman is of a gun ; which 
'»e thinks may go olFof itfelf, and do her a mifchief. 
licir acquaintance is, however, worth feeking, and 
bcir company worth frequenting ; but not exclufively 
f others, nor to fuch a degree as to be confidered; only 
Sone of that particular let. 

But the company, which of all others you fhould 
toft carefully avoid, is tliat low company, which, in 
^ry fenle of the word, is low indeed 5 low in rank, 
w in parts, low in manners, and low in merit. You 
ill, perhaps, be furprifed, that I fliould think it ne- 
^ify to warn you again ft fuch company ; but yet I do 
)t think it wholly unnectlTary, after the many inftan- 
•s which I have Icen, of men of fenfe and rank, dif- 
edited, vilified, and undone, by keeping fuch compa- 
r. Vanity, that foiirce of many of our follies, and of 
me of our crimes, has funk many a man into com- 
iny» in every lijht infinitely below himfelf, for the 
kc of being the firil man in it. There he diftates, 
applauded, admired ; and for the fake of being the 
)yph^us f of that wretched chorus, difgraccs, and- 
(qualiiies himfelf foon for any better company. De- 
;nd upon it, you will fink or rife to the level o€ \.\n&- 
rmpany which you commonly keep*; pecY^\<i \\^!X\N\^'gi- 

f Leader, of the bAnd. 
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of you, and not unreafonably, by that. There is goocU 
lenl'e in the Spanifh faying, •' Tell me whom you live 
with, and I will tdlyou who you are.*' Make it, 
therefore, your bufinels, wherever you are, to get into 
that company, which every body of the place allows 
to be the belt company, next to their own : which is 
the beft definition that 1 can give you of good com- 
pany. But here, too, one caution is very necefTary ; 
for want of which many young men have been ruintd, 
even in good company. Good company (as I have . 
before obferved) is compofed of a ' great variety of 
fafhionable people, whole charafters and morak arc , 
very different, tnough their manners arc pretty much 
the fame. When a young man, new in the worldy. 
firft geife into that company, he very rightly determines ' 
to conform to, and imitate it. But then he too often, 
and fatally, miilakes the objecl: of his imitation. He 
has often heard that abfurd term of i^enteel and fafbion- 
able vices. He there fees fomc people who ihine, and 
who in general are admired and e deemed ; and ci^ 
fervcs, that thefe people are lafcitious, drunkards, or 
gamefters : upon which he adopts their vices, miftsp 
king their defe£ls for their perfe£tions, and thinkiitf 
that they owe their fafliion and their luftre to thole 
genteel vices. Whereas it is exaSly tlie reverfc ; for 
thefe people hare acquired their reputation by thor 
parts, their learning, their good breeding, and oth(f 
real accomplifhments ; and are only blemifhed and low* 
ered> in the opinions of all reafonable people, and of 
their 'own, in time, by thefe genteel and fafnionablc 
vices. A debauchee fufFcring all the odious efFcfts of* 
his vices, is a very genteel perfon indeed, and well wor-. 
thy of imitation. A drunkard, vomiting up at night, 
^he wine of the day, and ftupified by the head-ach all 
the next, is doubtlcfs, a fine model to copy froffla 
And a gamefter tearing his hair, and blafphemmg, for* 
having loft more than he had in the world, is furelf a 
mo/l amiable charadler. No ; thefe are allays, and 
great ones toe, which can nevex ?niottv ?lw chara£lcr, 
^wt will a7ways debafe the beft.. To ^tonV \^\%\lxs:^ 
ofc any man, witliout parts tLXvd Votcv^ ^^^^^ S?^^ 
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iniUtieSy to be merely a debauchee, a drunkard, or a^ 
ameiler : How will he be looked upon, by all forts of 
eople ? Why,. as a moft contemptible and vicious ani— 
lal. Therefore it is plain, that, in thefe mixed charac- 
srS| the good part only makes people forgive^ but noC< 
Lpprove, the bad ^. 

1 w^ill hope, that you will endeavourto avoid all vi- 
es ; but if, you have any, at leall I beg of- you to ht 
outent with your own, and to adopt no other body's. ^ 
The adoption of vice has,. I am convinced ruined ten 
imes more voung men, than natural inclinations. 

As I make no diihculty of confeflTmg my pad er- 
ors, where I think, the confefEon.may be 01 ufe to- 
pu, I will own, that, when I firft went to the univer- 
Jty, I drank, and fmoked, notwithftanding theaverfion 
i had to wine and tobacco, only becaufe T thought it 
eentecl, and that it made me look like a man. VVlien. 
iwent abroad, I firft went to the Hague, where ca- 
ning was much in .fafliion ; and w^here I obferved that 
ixuny people, of (hining rank and character, gamed 
»o. 1 was > tlien- young enough, and filly enough, ta- 
relieve, that* gaming was one of their* accomplilh- 
tents I and as I aimed at perfection, I adopted gaming 
^aneceiiary. ftept to it. Thus I acquirccl, by error, 
be habit of a vice, which, far from adorning my 
hara£ler, has, I am confcioH^ been a great bkmilhia> 

Imitate, then, "with^ difcernment aiKl judgment, the 
tal perfeGions of the good company^ into which you 
nay get ; copy their politehcfs, their carriage, their 
tdcirefs, and the eafy and w<;il-bred turn of their coi>- 
'orfation') but remember, that, let them (hine ever fa- 
night, their vices, arefo many fpots, whicii you^ould- 
ao more imitate, than you would make an artificial 
Wart upon your face, becaufe fomc very handiome 
|Aan had the misfortune to = have a natural one upon 
•is ; but, on the contrary, think how much handfomer 
■* would have been without it. 
Having thus confciTed fome of my t'g<ire7ittn$^^\'^*'St 
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now ftiovr you a little of my right fulc. I iilways cn^- 
deavoured to get into the beii company wherever I 
was, and commonly fuccecded. There I pleafed to 
fome degree, by (ho wing a defire to plcafc. 1 took care 
never to be abfent or diftrait \ ■)• but, on the contrary, 
attended to every thing that was (aid, done, or even 
looked, in company : 1 never failed in th« minuteft at- 
tentions, and was ncvcT J eurnalier,^ Thefe things, and 
not my egarimtnsj made me faChionable. 
Adieu ! this letfer is full long enough. 



LETTER LXIV. 

Rules for Conver/ation., •Cautions agatpft a Spirit ef ar^tMg ' 
in Company,,, Irftdnces ofridtculcus Vanity in Conver/ctien^ • 
Casttions againft Egotij'm.,. Prudent Re/er've.,,ScaHelain,m \ 
Mimicry, ,.S<wearing,,. Laughter, i 

MY DXAt CHILD, Bach> O^obcr the I9tli* % 

JTjIlAVING, in my laft, pointed out, what fort of 
company you fhould keep, i will now give you feme 
rules for your condudb in it, rules which my own cx-j 
perience and obfervation enable we to Jay down, and] 
communicate to you, with fome degree oi confideoGer] 
I have often given you hints ci this kind before, but] 
then it has been by fnatches -, 1 will now be more xfrj 
gular and metliodical. I fhall fay nothing with regazdj 
to your bodily carriage and adurcls, but leave themm 

Jour own attention to the bcii models : remembei^} 
owcver, that tliey are of confcqueiicc. 
Talk often, but never long •, in that cafe* if yau d 
sot pleafe, at lead you are lure not to tire your hear*] 
crs. Fay your own reckoning, but do not treat tbd 
whole company ; this being one of the very few calfilj 
in which people do not care to be treated, every ontj 
being fully convinced that he has wherewithal to pajd^ 
TeJl^ories very feldom, and abfolutely never buti 
where they are very apt, ai\d ver^ ihort. Omit evay 
ei'rcumflance that is not maUi'v^iV, ;xw^W«'ax^^i dul 
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;reflions« To have frequent recourfe to narrative, bc- 
rays great want of imagination. 

Never hold any body by the button, or the hand, in 
irder to be heara out *, for, if people are not willing to 
icar you, you had much better hold your tongue man 
ihem* 

Moft long talkers fingle out fome one unfortunate 
nan in company (commonljr hmi whom they obfervc 
:o be the nioft (ilent) or their next neighbour, to whif- 
>er, or at leaft, in a half voice, to convey a continuity 
)f words to. This is exceflively ill-bred, and, in fome 
legree, a fraud ; converfation-ftock being a joint and 
Kimmon property. But, on the other hand, if one of 
thefe unmerciful talkers lays hold of you, hear him 
with patience (and at leail feeming attention) if he is 
good and worth obliging ; for nothing will oblige him 
more than a patient hearing ; as nothing would hurt 
bim more, tlian either to leave him in the midft of hi» 
'£fcourfe, or to difcover your impatience under your 
aStidion. 

Take, rather than give, the tone of the company you 
are in. If you have parts, you will (how them, more 
orlefs, upon every fubje£l ; and if you have not, you 
kad better talk fiUily upon a fubjedi ef other people's, 
dian of your own chuling. 
Avoid, as much as you can, in misled companies, ar-. 

Smentative, polemical converfations ; whicn, though 
:y (hould not, yet certainly do, indifpofe for a time, 
Ae contending parties towards each other : and, if the 
cxmtroverfj^ grows warm and noify, endeavour to put 
an end to it, by fome genteel levity or joke. I quieted 
foch a converfation hubbub once, by reprefenting to 
them, that, though I was perfuaded none there prefent 
Vvuld reptat, out of company, what pafTed into it, yet 
I could not anfwcr for the difcrction of the paflengers 
111 the ftreet, who muft neceflarily hear all that was 
£ud. 

Above all things, and upon all occafions, avoid fpeak- 
ing of yourfelf, if it be poffible. Sudv \^ X^"^ TvaxxswS. 
pnde aad vsmity of our hearts, that \V ^CK^>aaSi^ 



jcs ELEMENTS OF A 

breaks out, crv'cn in people of the bed parts, in all" the: 
various modes and ligurcs of egotifni. 

Some, abruptly, fpeak advantapcoufly of themfelves, 
without cither pretence or provocation. They arc im- 
pudent. Others proceed more artfully, as ttey ima- 
gine, and forge accufations againil themfelves, com** 
plain of cahininies which they never heard, in order to 
juftify thenilclyes, by exhibiting a catalogue of their 
^lany virturs. They acknowledge it niayj indeed, 
feeni oild, that tjiey (hould talk in chat manner of. 
themfelves 5 it is- wTiat they do not like, and what they, 
never, would have done ; no, no tortures fhould ever 
have forced it from them, if they had not been thus, 
unjultly and monilroufly accufed. But, inthefe cafcSf 
juftice m furcly due to one's-felf, as well as to othcn y. 
and, when our character is attacked, wc may fay, in. 
our own juttificationj wiiat otherwifc we never wouldi 
have faid. This tliin veil of modefty drawn before van- 
ity, is much too tranfparent to conceal it, even from- 
very moderate difcernment. 

Others go more modeftly and more Jflily ftill (as they 
think) to work : but, in niv. mind, Itill more ridicu-^ 
loufly. Tliey confefs themfelves (n«t without fomc dc-^i 
gree of Ihame and confufion) into all the cardinal vir-"j 
tues ; by firll degradinjij them into weakneffes, andi( 
then owning their misfortune, in being -made up of . 
thofe weakncHes. They cannot fee people fufFcr, with-, 
out fympathifing with, and endeavouring to help them-; 
They cannot fee people want, without relieving themrv 
though, triU^, their own circumftances cannot very.j 
well afflnd it. They, cannot help fpeaking truth|»} 
though they know all the imprudence of it. In (hort^^^ 
they know that^ with all thefe weakneffes, thej arc 
aot fit to live in the world, much lefs to thrive in it. 
But they are now too old to change, and muft rub 
on as well as they can. This founds too ridiculous^^ 
and eutrJj almoft, lor theftage 5 and yet, take my word ^ 
for it, yon will frcijuently meet with it, upon the com* 
mon Itage of the world. A.nd Kexe^ I will obfcrve, by 
the bye, ^ tZiat you. will otien meet \\ \\!ti dKM:\\&«i% va\ 
wrurtv to cxtruvagautj t\iat u AvtoctX..^^^^ ^.^A^anX*. 
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renture to fet them upon the ilage, in their true and 
liigh colouring. 

This principle of vanity and pride* is fo ftrong in hu- 
man-nature, that it defcends even to the loweft ob- 
jefiks '9 and one often fees people angling for praife, 
where, admitting all they fay to be true, (which, by the 
way, it feldom is) no juit praife is to be ciiught. One 
man affirms that he rode poft an hundred miles in fix 
hours : probably it is a lie ; but, fuppofmg it to be 
true, what then ? Why he is a very good poft-J)oy, 
that is all. Another. aiferts, and probably not without 
oaths, tliat he has drunk fix or eight bottles of wine at 
a fitting : out of charity, I will believe him a liar ; for, 
if I do not, I muft think him a beaft. 

Such, and a thoufand more, are the follies and ex- 
travagances which vanity draws people into, and which 
always defeat their own purpofc ; and, as Waller fays, 
upon another fubjedt. 

Make the wretch the more derpifcd, 
Where niofl he wi flies to be prireJ. 

The only fure way of avoiding thefe evils, is, never 
to fpeak of yourfelf ?.t all. But when, hiftorically, 
you are obliged to mention yourfelf, take care not to 
arop one fingle word, that can diredlly or indireftly 
be conllrued as fifliing for applaufe. Be your charac- 
ter what it will, it will be known ; and nobody will 
take it upon your own word. Never imagine that any 
thing you can fay yourfelf will varnifh your defeats, or 
add luftre to your perfe6lions ; but, on the contrary, 
*t may, and nme times in ten will, make the former 
more glaring,and the latter obfcure. If you are filent up- 
on your own fubjc<St,neither envy,indignation,nor ridi- 
cule, will obftruci or allay the applaufe which you may 
*cally dcfcrve j but if you publilli your own panegy- 
ric, upon any occafion, or in any fhape whatfoever, 
and however artfully drcfltd or difguifed, they will all 
confpire againfl you, and you will be difappointed of 
tbc very end you aim at. 

Take care never to feem dark and myfterious ; which 
is not only a very unumlable charafter, but a very f uf- 
picious one too ; if you feem myfttiriou^ m^ o^^\^^ '* 
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they will be really lb with you, and you will know 
nothing. I'he height of abilities ivS, to huvc W/» /■«/«, 
and p£hji'irejh-etti ; that is, a frank, open, and ingenu- 
ous exkiiur, with a prudent and referved interior, at 
far as virtue warrants, or rather dicbites to you. De- 
pend upon it, nine in ten of every company you are in 
will avail thenifelvcs of every indifcreet and unguard- 
ed expreflion of yours, if they can turn it to their own 
advantage. A prudent referve, is therefore, common* 
ly a virtue ; as by an unwarrantable franknefs you may 
riijurc others as well as yourfelf. Always look people 
in the face when you fpeak to them ; the not doing it 
is thought to imply conllious guilt •, bcGdes that, you , 
lofe the advantage of obferving by their countenance! 
wliat imprcilioii your difcourfes make upon them. In 
order to know people's real fentiments, I truft much 
more to mv eye« than to my ears ; for they can fay 
whatever tlicy hnve a mind 1 fliould hear, but they can 
fcldom help looking what t):':y have no intention that I 
ihould know. 

Neither retail nor receive fcandal, willingly ; for 
though the defamation of others may, for the pi'efent, 
gratify the malignity or the pride ot our hearts, cool \ 
refledlion will draw very dlladvr.ntageous conciufioni '\ 
from fucha diipofuio:! : and in the cafe of fcandal, as 
in that of robbwy, the receiver is always thought ai 
bad as the thief. 

Mimicry, which is the common and favourite amufe* 
ment of little, low minds, is in the utmoft contempt 
with great ones. It is the lowed and moll illiberal of 
all buffoonery. Pray, neither praflife it yourfelf, nor 
applaud it in others. Befules that, the perfon mimick* 
cd is infulted ; and, as I have often obfcrved to yQU 
before, an infult is never forgiven. 

.1 need not (I believe) advife you to adapt your con- 
verfation to the people you are converfing with : or I 
fuppofe you would not, without this caution, have talk- 
ed upon the fame fubjedl, and in the fame manner, to a 
minifter of llate, a bifliop, a philofopher, a captain, 
and a womMi. A m.m of the wofld mud, like the ca* 
Kiclcon^ be able to take cver^ ivficxcwt hue \ which it. 
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br no iheans a criminal or abje£l, but a ncceflary com- 
Jailancc; for it relates criiy to manners, and not to 
sionls. 

One word only, as t.i> uveriring ; and that, I hope 
uul believe; h mor: xhhu 'u ncc( ffiry. You may 
ADietinies hear fomc people, in good company, intcr- 
ixd their difcourfc with oathi?, by way of embcllifli- 
Qent, ag they think ; but you mull oblerve too, that 
bofc who do fo arc never thofc who contribute, in any 
egrce to give that company the denomination of good 
Mnpany. They are always fubal terns, or people of 
>w education •, for that praftice, befides that it has no 
ic temptation to plead, is as filly, and as illiberal, as it 
wicked. 
Loud laughter is the mirth of the mob, who are on- 

pleafed with filly things ; for true wit or goodfenfe 
:ver excited a laugh fince the creation of tJie world. 
man of part.s and fafliion is therefore often feen to 
lile, but fcldom heard to laugh. 
But to conclude this long letter — all the abovemen- 
med rules, liowevtT cartful Iv you may obferve them, 
ill lofe half their elF«^d, U unaccompanied bt the 
races. "Whatever you fay, if you fay it with a uipc^- 
lious, cynical face, or an embarrailed countenance, or 
(illy dilconcerted grin, will be ill received, if into the 
Tj^iiij you mutter it, or utter it indiftinftlv, and un- 
acefully, it will be (till worfe received. If your air 
,d addrefs are vulgar, awkward, dudgai/c/ie^ you may 
eficemed indeed, if vou have great intrinfic merit'; 
it you will never pleaic : and, without plcafjng, you 
11 rile but heavily. 

LETTER LXV. 

mthns MgMJi the LfOUy and Qiddimfs of Youth „Agaittfl 
Imdifcrttion in Con'verfation, and Captioufnefs *,Againft mtd" 
dling t» other People's Concerns. ,.Againft repeating in one 
C§mfanjt ivhrit f/fffes in another., Bons DieJ^les.^^Steadineft,,. 
C9mflaif and. ..Murks of a lonAf Mind. 
ftiAB BOT, Bath, O^ober the tgtkw 
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T anxiety for your fucccfs increafcs. In propor- 

m ai the tiix^e approaches for taking >lo\xu ^-dxx. 
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upon the great ftage of the world. The audiMt 
form their opinion of you upon your firft appc 
(making the proper allowance for your inexpei 
and fo far it will be final, that, though it may var 
the degrees, it will never totally change, i his c 
eration excites that refllefs atteiuron, with whicl 
conftantly examining how I can bcft contribute 
perfeSion of that charadter, in which the Icaft f 
olemiih would give me more real concern thai 
now capable of feeling upon any other account 
foevcr. 

I have long fince done mentioning your grea 
■gious and moral duties ; becaule I could not makt 
undcrdanding fo bad a compliment, as to fuppofi 
you wanted, or could receive, any new inftru- 
Upon thofe two important points. Mr. Harte 
fure, has not neglefted then> ; befides they arc fo 
ous to common fenfc and reafon, that commen 
may (as they often do) perplex, but cannot make 
clearer. My province, therefore, is to fupply b; 
experience, your hitherto inentable inexperience 
ways of the world. People at your age are in s 
of natural ebriety ; and want rails, and garJefitu^ ' 
cv»r they go, to hinder them from brealdng 
necks. This drunkennefs of youth is not only t 
ted, but even plcafes, if kept within certain boui 
difcrction and decency, xhofe bounds -arc the ] 
which it is difficult for the drunken man himfclf t 
out \ and there it is that the experience of a friem 
not only ferve, but fave him. 

Carry vith youj and welcome, into company, a 

gaiety and fpirits, but as little of the giddincfs of; 

as you can. The former will charm ; but the 

will often, though innocently, implacably ofll^nd. 

form yourfclf of the characiers and fituations c 

company, before you give way to what your im;a 

tion may prompt you to fay. There are, in all co 

isiesj more wrong heads man right ones, and 

more who deferve,^than who like ceafure. Shoui 

therefore expatiate in tTae ptivfe oi ^^ttva Vvc\>a&^ ^ 

foinc in company notououibf vj^iiis w ^^^\aissi' 
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my vice, which others are notorioufly infcaed with ; 
TOur reflexions, however general and unapplied, will, 
'*y being applicable, be thought perfonal, and levelled 
itt thofe people. This confideration points out to you, 
fufficiemly, not to be fufpicious and captious yourfelf, 
nor to fuppofe that things, becaufe they may, are there- 
brc meant at you. The manners of well-bred people 
.jfccure one from thofe indireft and mean attacks ; but 
if) by chance, a flippant woman, or a pert coxcomb, 
^ off any thing ot that kind, it is much better not to 
^m to underftand, than to reply to it. 

Cautioufly avoid talking of either your own or other 
ople's domeftic affairs. Yours are nothing to them, 
t tedious 'y theirs are nothing to you. The fubjcft is 
tender one ; and it is odds but you touch fomebody 
' other's fore place ; for, in this cafe, there is no truft- 
g to fpecious appearances ; which may be, and often 
e, fo contrary to the real fituation of tnings, between 
en and their wives, parents and their children, feem- 
g friends, &c. that, with the beft intentions in the 
^Irorld, one often blunders difagreeably. 
f: Remember, that tlie wit, humour, and jokes, of moft 
nixed companies, are local. They thrive in that par- 
kular foil, but will not, often, bear tranfplantmg. 
Ivery company is differently circumftar.ced, has its 
|]»rticular cant and jargon ; which may give occafion 
kto wit and mirth, witliin that circle, but would feem 
I'&t knd infipid in any other, and therefore will not bear 
j. repeating. Nothinjr makes a man look iillier, than a 
pleafantry, not reliilied or not underftood ; and if he 
y^neets with a profound filence, when he expelled a gen- 
l^cral applaufc, or, what is worfe, if he is defired to ex- 
.plain the 60a mot, his awkward and embarraffed fitua- 
.tion is eafier imagined than defcribcd. Apropos of re- 
peating 5 take great care never to repeat (I do net mean 
.nere the pleafantrics) in one company what you hear 
in -another. Things, feemingly indifferent, may, by 
^rculation, have much graver confequcnces than you 
would imagine. Befides, there is a general tacit truft 
in converfation, by which a man is obliged not to re- 
port any thing out of it, though he is not immediately 
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enjoined fecrccy. A retailer of this kind is furc '' 
draw himfelf intoa thoufand fcrapcs and diicuffio; 
amd to bo fhily and uncomfortably ree«iveil, when 
he goes. 

You will Hnd, in mod good company, forac pcopl 
who only keep tlieir place there by a contemptiole ti 
enough; ilicfc are what we call very good -natured ' 
lows, and the French hons diabks. The truth is, 
are people without any parts or fancy, and who, 
ing no will of their own, readily affent to, concur i 
and applaud, whatever is faid or done in the com 
ny ; and adopt, with the fame alacrity, the moft vii 
ous or the moft criminal, the wife ft or the fil! 
f theme, that happens to be entertained by the majo 
ty of the company. This foolifb, and often cri— ' 
complaifance, flows from a foolifli cnufe — the 
of any other merit. 1 hope you will hold your p 
in company by a nobler tt?nurc, and that you will 1 
it (you caii feear a quibble, I believe, yet) in capzte, Hai^ 
a will and an opinio?i of your own, a?^d adhcro to thr 
fteadily ; but the a do it with good-humour, goo 
breedpi^, and (if you have it) wltli urbanity ; fory( 
have nou l)e;^rd enough either to preach or cenfure. 
All other kinds of complaifance are not only blai 
lefs, but neccflary in good companv. Not to feezn _, 
perceive the little wcakneflls, and the idl«! but inno^ 
cent aiTciiiations of the company, is not only very afcv 
lowable, but in truth, a fort of polite duty. Thcf 




wlio abfolutcly give the law of v/it, language. faftuoO 
and tafte, to the reft of that fv^ciety. There is alwajl 
aftricl:,and often, for the time b>:ing, a tender allianc6 
between tliefe two figures. The ladv looks upon her 
empire as founded upon the divine right of beauty (and 
full as good a divine right it is, as any king, emperofj 
or pope, can pretend to \) flie requires, and commonlf 
meets with, unlimited, paffive obedience. And wBy 
tiould Ihe not mest with it ? Her demands go no higbflir \ 

^'^^ 

V 
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[ran to have her unqueftioned pre-eminence in beauty, 
vit, and fafhion, firmly eilabliflied. Few fovereigiia 
by the way) are fo reafonable. The fine gentleman's 
:laims of right are mutatis mutandis^ the fame ; and 
though, indeed, he is not alA^ays a wit dijure^ yet, as he 
18 the wit defaJie of that company, he is entitled to a 
liharc of your allegiance ; and every body cxpefts at 
haft as much as they are entitled to, if not fomethinjj 
more. Prudence bids you make your court to thefc 
joint fovereigiis ; and no duty, that I know of, forbids 
It. Rebellion here is exceedingly dangerous, and in- 
evitably punifhed by banifliment, and"immediate for- 
feiture of all your wit, manners, taile and fafliion : as, 
on the other nand, a cheerful fubmifiion, not without 
feme flattery, is fure to procure you a ftrong recom- 
mendation, and mod effeftual pafs, throughout all 
ieir, and probably the neighboring dominions. With 
I moderate fliare of fagacity, you will, before you have 
leen half an hour in their company, eafily difccvcr 
hefe two. principal figures ; both by the deference 
Rrhich you will obferve tlie whole company pay :hemf 
rnd by that eafy, carelefs and ferene air, which their 
»nfcioufnefs oi power gives them. As in this cafe, fo 
in all others, aim always at the higheft ; get always 
into the higheft company, and addrefs yoiii iVlf paTEictt- 
brly to the higheft: in it. The ft .jrch after the unat- 
rfUnabk philolbpher's llone hc>s occafioned a thoufand 
iifeful difcoverics, which ot/icrwife would nevi.i have 
been made. 

Wiiat ib.e Ficixb jiift'y cr.)l /*i mav'ieres ijollei^ are 
Mily to be acquirccl iiiti:*.* \cry i:-:il c«)!V;fv.t;>i -s. .i J.cv 
ire the diftinguiil:ing C'iar;iciev"iLlcs c fr^un c.tr^.iliion': 
people of low educatiori never \\-: y: rlt-n. lb cioic, but 
that fome part or other of t]^' o:ljin":l v;?lg?iiln"i ap- 
pears. Les manieres WaVj ?x](.i '!!y foi-'id infc-JcTit con- 
tempt, or low envy ai;J ji. : jTy. j.c'v\- vcoj^le, in 
pK)d circumilancesj fine C'Ci-.':s, Lj.d cjiiir-j^'cs, will 
infolentlv ihow contcr-pt for iW th'^.i.* ".').■■;. vpnnot of- 
fatd as fine clothes, rs good cqnipa<:c, j-ui wKo Uax^j. 
^Otl'dS their term in) as much nic ihv "u\ \vvOa w.^:^^^\.^ \ 
» die other hiindj they arc guWcd yj v\X\ ^w^ ^ 'iX\.- 
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cannot help difcovering it, at thofe who furpafs th( ^ 
in any of tnele articles 5 which are far from being fut5^ 
CTiterions of merit. They are, likewife, jealous or Deinf 
(lighted ; and confequently fiifpicious and captious 
they are eager and hot aoout trifles ; becaufe trifle 
were, at firll, their affairs of conf:quence. La matdm 
noiles imply exadlly the reverfe of all this. Study 
^nrly ; you cannot make them too habitual and fai 
iar to you. 

By your account of the German play, which I 
not know whether I (hall call tragedy or comedy, tl 
only fliining part of it (fince I am in a way of qui' 
bliiig) i'icnis to liave been the fox's tail. I prefun 
too, that the pl.iv has hnd the fame fate with the fquil 
and has gone off no more. I remember a fquib nu 
better applied, when it was made the device of 
colours or a French regiment of grenadiers *, it 
reprefented burfting, with this motto under it. Pi 
dum luceam *. 

• I expe£t to meet Mr. Eliot in London, in al 
three weeks, after which you will foon fee him 
Leipfig. — Adieu ! 



LETTER LXVL 

Graca of Manner and Behaviour. ..The Duki ofMarlhorou^m 
General InfiruQions on tht Suhje&. 
DiAK BOYy London, November the iStk 

Vy H ATEVER I fee, or whatever I hear, my firft j 
consideration is, whether it can, in any way, be ulef4 
to you. As a proof of tliis, 1 went accidentally, tbtf 
other day, into a print-fhop, where, among many otfc 
ers, I found one print from a famous defign of Carkt 
Maratti, who died about thirty years ago, and was the 
lad eminent painter in Europe : the fubjedi is, // Stm^ 
del Difegno ; or. The School of Drawing. An old man, 
fuppofed to be the matter, points to his fcholars, who 
are varioufly employed, in perfpedive, geometry, and 
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ic obfervation of the ftatiies of antiquity. With rc- 
ard to perfpeftive, of which there arc fome little fpe- 
imens ; he has written, Tanfo die ^^^/,^that is, As much 
s is fufficient ; witli regard to geometry, lonf de baftp 
igain ; with regard to the contemplation of the ancient 
^tues, there is written, Non mat a bujiartxay There 
can never be enough. But in the clouds, at the top of 
the piece, are reprefented the thre-i Graces 5 with this 
pift ientence written over them, Stu^a di not tgnifatica } 
vnay that is, Without us all labour is vain. Ihis ev- 
ery body allows to be true, in painting ; but all people 
lo not ieem to confider, as I hope you will, that this 
ruth is full as applicable to every other art or fcience ; 
adeed to every thing tliat is to be faid or done. I will 
md you the print itfelf, by Mr. Eliot, when he re- 
ams : and I will advifeyou to make the fame ufc of it 
lat the Roman cathohcs fay they do of th^ pictures 
ad images of their faints •, which is, only to remind 
icm of thofe ; for the adoration they difciaim. Ni y, 
will go farther, and, as the tranfitic^n. frcm Topery to 
acantlVn is ihort ;ind cafy, I wiil cl.uTicaily and pcet- 
ally aivife you to invoke, and iliciuict to tlicni every 

ay- 

if you ait me Iiow you Uml acqvir.* wnat neither 
5U nor J can dclinc or afcerrriin ; i Ciin owH anfwer, 
•y obferviitioiJ. Form ynurffli, w'tn n:;:.iui to oJiers, 
pon what ycu feci pjtafes ycu^ \i\ th n-.. 1 cun itll 
ou the impcTamcfj ihe advant?Kv, of havinj^f n;e j;ra- 
es \ but i c'^mnot give them ycu : I hcnitiiy v.-.\a I 
iould, and I cerf.inly \vouid ; fori ric n'jt k.\ow a b;:;t* 
er prefent that I cf uld inak*:, you. To f.;c\v' y* u that 
It very wife, phlk-i-pi/sjai, aad retiree! map, t'\ii.ks urj- 
nthat fubjecl <isi cio, wh« h:\ve nl"^ ..y.^ lived \\\ the 
vorld, I fend you, by Mr. Elivt, j'.-. faniuivs JMr. 
mice's book upoii Education •, in v hi Ji you v/ill find 
tc llr«fs that vc lays upon the prices, ^^l.iJh he c:iils 
(aid very trrJy) j:ood-brccding. i have marked -Ji the 
(Utsof th?.t l'Ook> v/hich are worth your ati^jntion 5 for 
•ihe bcgias v*\rh -he clJld, ahn;.\l from its birth^the 
jtetg rekijvv: ic ks /. f:i;.cy would V,r vA.k^'S vo ^Ci>aL", 
WnianjrJs, R^ Idu ^'i^;:: -^-.i-lAii \, ux, Ic^.oVvi'.v^ Vixi.. 

V-' - 
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ces 5 however, you had as good not fay fo while you arc 
there. But the place which you are going to, in a 
great degree is 5 for I have known as many well-bred 
men come from Turin, as from any part of Europe, 
The late ^ling, Viftor Amedeus, took great pains to 
form fuch of his fubjcfts as were of any confideratioDi 
both to bufinefs and manners ; the prefent king I am 
told follows his example : this, however, is certain, that 
in all courts and congreffes, where there are varioui 
foreign minifters, thofe of the king of Sardinia are gen- 
erally the ableft, and the politeft. You will thereloic, 
St Turin, have very good models to form yourfelf up- 
on ; and, remember, uiat with regard to the beft naoa- 
els, as well as to the antique Greek ftatues, iu the printf . 
non mat a baftanza, Obferve every word, look, and mo- : 
tion of thofe who are allowed to be the moft accom- 

!>li{hed perfons there. Obferve their natural and care- 
^efs, but genteel air ; their unembarraffed good-breed- 
ing ; their unafluming, but yet unproftituted dignity. 
Mmd their decent mirth, their difcreet franknefs, and 
that entre^ent'y which, as much above the frivolous 3 s be- 
low the important and the fecret, is the proper medium 
for converfation in mixed companies. 

Of all the men that ever 1 knew in my life, (and I 
knew him extremely well) the late duke of Marlbo* 
rough pofieflld the graces in the highefl degree, not to 
fay engrofled them \ and indeed he got the moft by 
them ; for I will venture (contrary to the cuftom cJ 
profound hiftorians, who always affign deep caufes for 

freat events) to afcribe the better half of the duke of 
larlborough's greatnefs and riches to thofe graces. 
He was eminently illiterate ; wrote bad Englim, aiid 
fpelled it ft ill worfe. He had no ihare ot what is 
commonly called pn.rts ; that is, he had no brightncfSi 
nothing fhining in his genius. He had, moft undoubt* 
cdly, an excellent good plain underftanding, with found 
judgment. But thefe, alone, would probably hare 
raifed him but fomething higher than they founa him \ 
which was page to king James the Second's queen. 
There the graces prote^ed and promoted him \ for, 
while he W2S an enbgn of the Guards^ the duche^ ox 
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Cleveland, then favourite miftrefs to king Charles the 
Second, ftruck by thofe very graces, gave him five 
thoufand pounds ; with which he immediately bought 
an annuity for his life, of five hundred pounds a year, 
of my grandfather, Halifax j which was the foundation 
of his mbfequent fortune. His figure was beautiful ; 
but his manner was irrefiftible, by either man or wo- 
man. It was by this engaging, graceful manner, that 
he was enabled, during all his war, to conncft the va- 
rious and jarring powers of the Grand Alliance, and to 
cany them on to the main objeft of the war, notwith- 
ftanding their private and feparate views, jealoufies, 
and wrong-headednefs. Whatever court he went to 
(aad he was often obliged to go himfelf to fome reftive 
and refraftory ones) he as conftantly prevailed, and 
brought them into his meafures. The penfionary 
Heinlius, a venerable old minifter, grown grey in bufi- 
fiefs, and who had governed the republic of the United 
Provinces for more than forty years, was abfolutely 
governed by the duke of Marlborough, as that republic 
reels to this day. He was always cool ; and nobody 
ever obferved the leaft variation in his countenance : he 
could refufe more gracefully than other people could 
grant ; and thofe who went away from him the moft 
niffatisfied, as to the fubftance of their bufinefs, were 
yet perfonally charmed with him, and, in fome degree, 
conuorted by his manner. Witli all his gentlenefs and 
paccfulnefs, no man living was more confcious of his 
filiation, nor maintained his dignity better. 

Do not miftake, and think that thefe graces, which 
Ifo often and fo earneftly recommend to you, (hould 
only accompany important tranfa£^ions, and be worn 
OtAjksjotirs degala | : no ; they fliould, if poflible, ac- 
company even the leaft thing that you do or fay ; for if 
you negiedl them in little things, they will leave you 
w great ©nes. I (hould, for inftance, be extremely 
Concerned to fee you even drink a cup of coffee un- 
pacefully, and flop yourfelf with it, by vout awkw^xd. 
"toner of holding it 5 nor ftioulA 1 VV^ lo i'^^ ^wix 
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coat buttoncil, or jlio-^s Ir-cVIrd awry. But I IhouU 
be outr:ii:s.*()us, if I ht^ivd vqu niuctcr vour words iinin- 
tclligibi/, ilaiiinior ii: vour fi:i;cc}i, or hefitate, mifplacc, 
and ir.illi'Lc in your ni.mitions : and I Jliould run away 
from you, with |;roJl^cr rnpiuity, if pcliiblc, than! 
(liould :r)w run to embrace vou, if I found you defli- 
tutc oi ;:!! thofc griires v.l.icl J have fct my heart upon 
theis- miikiii;' you one dav, cmnihus ornaium ixctikrf ■ 
nbus :):. 

LETTER LXVn. 

Admonitions on firfi going into the liorld.,.Drefs^,,Vi^Hicitfm 
DEAR BOY, London, Decern >tr uie jetlu 

X DIRECT this letter to Berlin, where, I fuppofe, it 

will cither fi:ui y^^u, or, at I.:. 11, wait but a little time 
for you. I c;*THiot ^.elp being avixious for your fucccfs^ 
at this your iivft app..:.r:;i'rc »«pon the grcnl rtage of the = 
world ; for, thou-h tlic ip dvitors arc always candid 
enough to give great rJlo wane :\. inJ tc fliow great in- 
■ dul^enceto anew sclor ; yer, t\;rn the firft imprcffiofl > 
which he makes upon tl.cm. t'.ty arc :;pt to decide, ifl \ 
their own minds at loaic, wl'iLil.or Le will ever be t * 
good one or not : if he f::e:iis to ur.d<;r{land what he 
fays, by fpeaking it properly : it he is attentive to liis 
part, infltad of flaring n'':gli;.,vi"tly about ; and if, upon 
the whole he feems amb'tious ^: pkafe, they willingly 
pafs over little awkv/ardi-elfes and inr.ceuracies, whicn 
they aferibe to a corpjr':ncl;ibio mod ell y in a young 
and unexperienced a^ilor. They j»ronoance tnathe 
will be a go©d one in time : antU by the encourage- 
ment which they give Iiim, m.;^;. him fo the foonen 
This, 1 hope, will be your cafe : yo,i have ftnfe enough 
to underftand your part • a coni'iMit attention, and am- 
bition to c\ccl in it, with a careful obfervation of the 
beft aftorr., will inevitably qualify you, if not for the* 
firft, at \c?A\ for confiderable parts. 



I Ptcparvd io excel ii: ail tLinj!i» 
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Your drefs (as infignificant a thing as drefs is in it- 
fe\f)i8 now become an ob je6l: worthy of fome attention ; 
for, I confefs, I cannot help forming fome opinion of a 
man's fenfe and charafter from his drefs y and I believe 
moft people do, as well as myfelf. Any aflfeftation 
vhatfoever in drefs, implies, in my mind, a flaw in the 
onderftanding. Moft of our young fellows, here, dif- 
play fome character or other by their drefs ; fome afteft 
the tremendous, and wear a great and fiercely cocked 
bt, an enormous fword, a (hort waiftcoat, and a black 
cravat : thefe I (hould be almoft tempted to fwear the 
peace againft, in my own defence, if I ms not convin- 
ced that they are but meek afles in lions Ikins. Oth- 
ers/go in brown frocks, leather breeches, great oaken 
cudgels in their hands, their hats uncocked, and their 
hair unpowdered ; and imitate grooms, ftage-coach- 
men, and countrv bumpkins, fo well, in their outfides, 
that I do not mate the lead doubt of their refembling 
them equally in their infides. A man of fenfe care- 
fully avoids any particular charafter in his drefs : he Is 
accurately clean for his own fake ; but all the reft is for 
other people's. He drefles as well, and in the fame 
manner, as the people of fenfe and fafhion in the 
place where he is. If he drefles better, as he tmnks, 
that is, more than they, he is a fop j if he drefles worfe, 
he isunpardonably negligent : but, of the two, I would 
rather nave a young fellow too much than too little 
dreflfed ; the excefs on that fide will wear ofi^, with a 
little age and refle£lion ; but, if he is negligent at 
twenty, he will be a floven at forty, and fl:ink at fifty 
years old. Drefs yourfelf fine, wheil others are fine ; 
and plain, where others are plain ; but take care, al- 
ways, that your clothes are v/ell made, and fit you, for 
otherwife they will give you a very awkward air. 
When you are once well dreflTed for the day, think no 
more of it afterwards ; and, without any ItiflFnefs for 
fear of difcompofi ng that drefs, let all vour motions be 
as eafy and natural as if you had no clothes on at all. 
So much for drefs, which I maintain to be a tiling of 
confequence in the polite world. j 

As to manners^ good-breeding, ^tid l\\fc ^-^^^^ 
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have fo often entertained you upon thcfe important 
fubjecls, that I can ad«l nctiiing to what I Ii.ivc i-ormer- 
ly (aid. Your omii good fen fc will fiigjieft to you the 
fubftance of them ; and obfcrvation, (Experience, and 
good company, the feveral n\i)dcs ot tliem. Your 
great vivacity, whicli I hear of from niawy pcopfei 
will be no hindrance to your pleading in ^ood compa- 
ny ; on the contrary will be of ule to you, if tempered 
by good-breeding, and accompanied by the graces. 
But then, I fuppofe your vivacity to bt; a vivacity of 
parts, and not a conflituticnal reilkfl'nefi j for the moft 
difagreeable gompofition that I know in the world, ii 
that of ftrong aftimal fpirits, witli a cold genius. Suck 
a fellow is troublefomely adlive, frivoloufly bufy, fool- 
ifhly lively ; talks much with liulc meaning, & laughl 
more, witn lefs reafon •, whereas iu my opinion, a warm 
and lively genius, with a Cool ccnftitution, is thepcr- 
feftion or human nature. 

Do what you will at Berlin, provided you do but do 
fomething all day long. Ail I defire of you is, that* 
you will never flattern away one minute in idlenefsy 
and in doing notliing. When you are not in companft ! 
learn what either books, maflers, or Mr. Harte, can , 
teacn you ; and when you are in company, learn (what 
company only can teach you) the charaftcrs and manp 
ners of mankind. I really aik your pardon for giving . 
you this advice ; becaufe if you arc a rational creaturCi 
and a thinking being, as I luppofc, an<l verily believe 
you are, it mull be unneceffary, and, to a certain de- 
gree, injurious. If I did net know, by experiencCi 
that fome men jilifs their whole time in doing nothingi 
I fliould not think it poihble for any being, lupehorto 
ncnfieurDct'e^irte's autorivatc>!is^ to fquander away in 
ablblute idlt^ncfs one (ingle miiiute of th.it fmall portioQ 1 
of time wh'ch is allotted us in this world. 

I fend you, my dciU- child! (and you will not doubt) f 
very fmcLveiy the wilhcs of t'ne I'caion. May you de- 
ferve a great r. umber of huj)py new-years ! and, if 
you deferve, may you Iiave liitm. IMany new-years 
indeed, you may fee, but ha^^pv ones you cannot fe« 
without deferring them. Thcte, virtue, honour, and 
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no^cdgc, alone can merit, alone can procure, Dii 

hi deni annos ! tie te nam d-C'era fumes ^ * was a prftty 
iecc of poetical llittery, wlv^re it was faid ; I 1)0Jj<; 
lat, in time, it may be no flattery when faid to you. 
^ut I affure you, that, whenever 1 cannot app'v L^i 
attcr part of the line to you with truth, I fliall ii«i.ihcr 
ay, think, nor wifli the former. — Adieu ! 



LETTER LXVIIL 

tufiru^ions relative to hxpenfes^^lUctfJity of keeping cvrnB 
Accounts, ^^ Attention to the State of PruJ^a, 
•BAR BOT, London, January the zotb. 

1 HAVE received your letter of the 1 3th December. 
Tour thanks for my prefent, as you cull it, exceed the 
?alue of the prefent ; but t)ie ule, which you afliire 
oaethat you will make of it, is the thanks which I de* 
Sic to receive. Due attention to the infide of bookSf 
uii due contejnpt for tljc. outfide, is the proper rela- 
i)n between a m-m of fenfe and his books. 

Now that you are going a little more into the world, 
I will take this occafion to explain my intentions as to 

Eur future cxpc tifes, that you may know what you 
FCto expeft from me, and make your plan accord- 
ingly, I (hall neither deny nor grudge you any money, 
4at may be neccil'iry for either your improvement or 
jour pleafures 5 I mean, the pleafures of a rational be* 
wg. Under the head of improvement, I mean the beft 
books, and the bell mafi:*.*rs, coft what they will ; I alfa 
BJcan all the expenfc of lodgings, coach, drefs, fervants. 
kc. which, according to the feveral places where you 
nay be,lhall be rcfpc£tivcly n>fceflary,to enable you to 
wep the beft company. Under the head of rational 
>lcafures>I comprehend, firft proper charities, to real 
ind compaflionate objects of it ; fecondly, proper pre- 
Hits, to thofe to whom you are obliged, or wliom yo« 
cfirc to oblige ; tliirdly, a conformity of cxpenfe to 

* M^y the Qq^s give )uu long life ! /m- every \h\ni cile is your owm: 
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that of the company which you keep : as in public 
fpeftacles ; your (hare of little entertainments ; a few 
piftoles at games of mere commerce ^ and other inci- 
dental calls of good company. The only two articles 
which I will never fupply, are, the profufion of low 
riot, and the idle laviflincis of negligence andlazinefe. 
A fool fquanders away, without credit or advantage to 
himfelf, more than a man of ftnfe fpends with both. 
The latter employs his money as he Joes his time, and 
never fpciids a fliilling of the one, nor a minute of the 
other, but in fomething that is either ufeful or ration- 
ally pleafing to hiinfelf or others. The former buyi 
whate\-er he does not w^mt. and does not pay for what, 
he dees want. He cannot withlland the cnarms of a 
toy-fhop, fnufF-boxes, watches, heads of canes, &c. wCj 
his deilru£kion. His fervants and tradefmen confpiie 
with his own indolence, to cheat him ; and, in a vcij 
little time, he is aftouiihed, in tlie midft of all the ri-' 
diculous fupeifluities, to find himfelf in want of allj 
the real comforts and nccefTaries of life. Without care 
and method, the largtft fortune will not, and with 
them, almoft tlie fmalLft will fupply all 'neceffary cx- 
penfes. As far as you can poflibly, pay ready money, 
for every thing you buy, and avoid bills. Pay that 
money too yourielf, and not through the hands of any 
fervant ; wno always either ftipulates poundage, or n 
quires a prefent for his good word, as tliey call lb 
Where you mull have biils (as for meat and drink 
clothes, &c.) pay them regularly every month, ana 
with your own hand. Never, from a miftaken econOf 
my, buy a thing you do not want, bec^ufe it is cheap j 
or, from a filly pride, becaufe it is dear. Keep an ac- 
count, in a book, of all that you receive, and of aA-i 
that you pay ; for no man, who knows w)iat he It*- 
ceives, and what he pays, ever runs out. I do not mesttv 
that you (hould keep an account of the (hillings ani 
half-crowns which you may fpend in chair-hire, operaSy j 
&c. they are unworthy of the time, and of the isi 
tlidt they would confume *, leave fuch mintai^ to dnlU 
penny-wife fellows: but tevnewJatt^ vace.^Qit\sco?{^as 
^ell SIS in every other pait oi Me^ Xa \iw^\5DR^\a^ 
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an to proper objefls, and the proper contempt 
le ones. A ftron^ mind fees things in their true 
tions ', 2L weak one views them through a mag- 
r medium ; which, like the microfcopc, makts 
ihant of a flea ; magnifies all little objedls, but 

receive great ones. I hare known many a man 
r a mifer, by faving a penny, and wrangling for 
:nce, who was undoing himfelf, at the fame time, 
ng above his income, and not attending toeflen- 
ticles, which were above his fortee. The fare 
teriilic of a found and ftrong mind, is, to find, 
•y thing, thofe certain bounis, qu9s ultra eitraqu$ 
conJIJiere reSium,* Thefe boundaries are marked 

a very fine line, which only good-fenfe and at- 
1 can difcover ; it is much too fine ftr vulgar 

In manners, this line is good-breeding \ beyond 
troublefome ceremony j Ihort of it, is unbeco* 
legligence and iuattention. In morals, it divide* 
iciouS pui itanifm from criminal relaxation ; m, 
n, fupcrftition from impiety 5 and, in (hort, 
virtue from its kindred vice or weaknefs. I think 
ave fenfe enough to difcover the line : keep it al- 
m your eye, and learn to walk upon it ; reft 
Mr. Harte, and he will poife you, till you arc 
) go alone- By the . vvay, there arc fewer people 
ralk well upon that line, than upon the flack 

and, therefore, a good performer mines fo muck 
3re. 
nr friend, comte Pertingne, who conftantly in- ' 

after you, has written to comte Salmour, the 
lor of the acadesiy at Turin, to prepare a room 
m there, immediately after the Afcenfion ; and 
commended you to him, in a manner wliich, I 
you will give him no reafon to repent, or be 
cd of. As comte Salmour's fon, now refiding at 
[ague, is my particular acquaintance, I fliall have 
\r and autl'ientic accounts of all that you do at 

ring your 8:37 at Berlin, I cipcft t^i^tt-^o^ ft\Q.\iW 
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inform y»urfclf thoroughly of the prefcnt ftatc of the 
civil, military, and ecclefialHcal government of the 
king of Pruflia*s dominions. Ycu miift viifo inform 
yourlclf of the reformation which the king of Truffia 
nas lately made in the law ; by which he has both let . 
feiied the number, and Ihortened the duration of iaw- 
fuits : a great work, and worthy of fo great a prince ! 
As he is mdifputably the ableft prince in Em ope, every 
part of his government deferves your moil diligent in- 
quiry, and your mod ferious attention. It miifl be own- 
ed that you fct out well, as a young politiciaft, by be- 
ginning at Berlin, and then going to Turin, where yoi 
will fee the next ableft monarch to that of Pruflia ; fo." 
diat, if you are capable of making political rcflexionsi 
thofc two princes will f'umifli you with fufficient mat- 
tfcr. 



LETfER I.XIX. 

NecfJJity of nn early HalU cf Rifetlion., Jccou^t of the ^»-? 
thorns early Con/iu^., Prejudufs.Enihu/tafm J:.r the An** 
cienis... Homer. .Mt'ltcn, Prtjuuices of hajhion ,,'The Pope.^"'. 
The Pretender ,. Prejudices cf the Fre^.ch and Englijb 
Free and defpoiic Govirmjtents* 
DiAR BOY, London, Febtu J ry the 71^ i 
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j[ OU are now come to an a^re capable of reflexion ;'.) 
and I hope you will do what, however, few people at i^i 
youV age do — exert it, for your own fake, in the Icarch 
of truui and found knowledge. I will cciifels (for I 
am not unwilling to difcover my fecrets to you) that it 
is not many years (incc I have prefumed to rtfleil for 
myfelf. Till fixteen or feventeen I had no reflcxionj. 
and, for many years after tliat, I made no ufe of whiC. 
I had. I adopted die notions of tlie books I read, or *m 
the company 1 kept, without cxaminuig whether they : 
were juft or not, and I rather chofe to run the rifkof '. 
eafy error, than to take the time and trouble of invef- ' 
tigatin^ truth. Thus, partly from lazinefs, partly froia \ 
diffipation, and partly from die mawvaUi hate of rejefU 
if!fi|giioaable aotioat^ I was (as I hare &ice found^ 
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hurried away by prejudices, inftead of being guided by 
reafon ; and quietly cheriftied error, inftead of feeking, 
for truth. But, fincc I have taken the trouble of rea- 
foning for myfclf, and have had the courage to own that 
I do lo, you cannot imagine how much my notions of 
things are altered, and in how different a light I no\r 
fee them, from that in which I formerly viewed them, 
through the deceitful medium of prejudice or authori- 
ty. Nay, I may poflibly ftill retain many errors, which^ 
from long habit, have perhaps grown into real opin-^ 
ions J for it is very dilhcult to dilUnguifti habits, early 
icquired and long entertained, from the refult of our 
reafon and reflexion. 

My firft prejudice (for I do not mention the prejudi- 
ces of" boys and women, fuch as hobgoblins, ghofts> 
[ dreams, fpilling fait, &c.) was my claflicalenthufiafm^ 
• which I received from the books I read, and the maf- 

fters who explained them to me. I was convinced 
there had been no common fenfcj nor commern honefty 
^ in the world for thefe laft fifteen hundred years ; but 
\ that they were totally extmguifhed with the ancient 
f Greek and Roman governments. Homer and Virgit 
J could have no fiiults, b-caufe they were ancient 5 Mil- 
l ton and Tafib could have no merit, becaufe they were 
: modern. And I could almoft have faid, with regard to 
the ancients, what Cicero, very abfurdly and unbe- 
comingly for a philofoper, fays with regard to Plato^ 
Ctm quo errare malim quam cum aliis reGe /e7itire.* WhereaS^ 
ROW, without any extraordinary effort of genius, I 
hi4ve riifcovercd, that nature was the fajne three thou- 
Cmd y.'^ars ago, as it is at prefent ; that men were but 
men then as well as now •, that modes and cuilonjs 
vary often, but that Lu man-nature is always the fame. 
Ami I can no more fuppofe, that men were better, 
braver, or wifsr, fifteen hundred or three thoufanA 
years ago, thrn 1 can fuppofe that the animals, or vege- 
tables, v/ere better then than they are now. I dare af- 
fert too, in defiance of the favourers of the ancients, 
that Homer's Hero, Achilles, was both a brute and a 



1 wou>a liiiher err wi^h hioi thiin be right >NUVi <ft\.Ykt\^* 
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fcoundrcl, and ccnfequcntly an improper chara<3( 

for the hero of an t pic poem : he had lo little regar 

for his country, that he would not act in defence of i 

kecaufe he had quarrelled with -Agamemnon about 

w — e ; and then afterwards, animated by private re 

fcntment only, he went about killing people bafeJy,J 

will call it, btcaufe he knew himfcif invuhierabki 

and yet, invulnerable as he wp.s, he wore the ihongrf 

armour in the world; which 1 humbly apprehend tt; 

be a blunder : for a horfe-lhoc clapped to his vulncw 

able heel would have been fulBcient. On the othc^ 

hind with fubmilTion to the favourers of the model 

I .ifLrt with Mr. Dryden, that the Devil is in truth 

hero of Miiton'spoem : his plan, which he lays, f 

futs, and at hiit executes, being the fubjcct of 

poem. From all which confiderations, 1 impart' 

. conclude, that the ancients had their excellencies 

defedls, their virtues and their vices, juft like the 

derns : pedantry and afFeftation of learning 

« learly in favour of the former ; vanity and ienoram 

as peremptorily, in favour of the latter. Keligr' 

prejudices kept pace with my claifical ones ; and t' 

was a time when I thought it impoffible for the ho; 

e(l man in the world to be faved, out of the pale of 

church of England : not confidering that matters 

opinions do not depend upon the will : and that it 

as natural, and as allowable, that another man fli 

differ in opinion from me^ as that I (hould differ 

him ; and tliat, if we are both fincere, we are 

blamelefs ; and (hould confequently have mutual 

iulgence for each other. 

The next prejudices I adopted, were thofe of 

ieau moM^e ; in which, as I was determined to (hinCi 

took what are commonly called the genteel vices to J 

neceflarv. I had heard them reckoned fo, and, withoi 

further inquiry, I believed it -, or, at leail, fliould h|i 

been afliamed to have deniecl it, for fear of expofil^ 

mykU to the ridicule of thofe whom I confidered.i 

the models of fine gentlemtTv. U\it I am novt neitMj 

aSiamed nor afraid to affett, tWv x\\o^'i ^^\\^fc^NV«V^ 

They are fajfcly called, ate ouV^ to wv^tv^ \i\viTCa^^\a:S 
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!ler of even a man of the world, and what is call- 
fine gentleman^ and degrade him in the opinions' 
ofe very people, to whom he hopes to recom- 
himfelf by them. Nay, this prejudice often ex- 
fo far, that I have known people pretend to vices 
lad not, inftead of carefully concealing thofe they 

e and aflert your own reafon ; reflefl:, examinCt 
nalyfc every tiling, in order to form a found and 
re judgmtjnt ; let no nr^g g^« impofe upon your 
rftanding, miflead your aflions, or dictate your 
;rfation. Be early, what, if you are not, you 
when too late, wiih you had been. Confult your 
n by times : I do not fay that it will always prove 
.erring guide : for human reafon is not ,infallible : 
: will prove the lead erring guide that you cari 
V, except holy writ. Books and converfation 
affift it ; but adopt neither, blindly and implicit- 
y botli by that rule, which God has given to di- 
ns — reafon. Of all the troubles, dd not decline, 
my people do, that of thinking. The herd of 
And can hardly be faid to think ; their notions are 
It all adoptive ; and, in general, I believe it is 
r that it fliould be fo ; as fuch common prejudi- 
ontribute more to order and quiet, than their own 
ate reafonings would do, uncultivated and unim- 
jd a» they arc. We have many of thofe ufefuL 
dices in this country, which I fhould be very 
to fee removed. The good prbteftant conviftion 
Jie Pope is both antlchnft, and the whore of Bab- 
is a more e(Fc£lual prefervative, in this country, 
ift popery, than all tne folid and unanfwerable ax- 
;nts of Chillingworthk 

le idle ftory otthe Pretender's having been intrO* 
d ill a warming-pan, into the queen's bed, thougli 
iftitute of all probability as of all foundation, has. 
much more prejudicial to the caufe of lacobvtvfeoL 
all that Mr. JLocke and others Yv2L\e. 'skxwxs.tv^ v: 
the unreafonabkntis and the abCuTdXl^ o^ ^^ ^Q^ 
o£ indefeafible hereditary xigYvt, oiudL xirKvw^ 
obedkft^e. And that EWy, t^ocvfpifi^^ ^^^ 
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which is firmly entertained here^ that one Engli 
can beat three Frenclimen, encourages, and ha§ 
times enabled one Englifliman, in reality to be; 
A Frenchman ventures his life with alacri 
rh%»fuur du rot * ; were you to change the < 
which he has been tau5[ht to have in view, and t 
that it was pow le hien de lapatrie -^y he wouh 
probably run away. Such grofsj local prejudice 
rail witn the herd of mankind ; and do not inipt 
•a cultivated, infornwd, and reflcfting va'ixkc 
. then there are notions equally falfe, though not 
ringly abfurd, which are entertained by people o; 
icior^ and improved underftandings, merely for v 
the neceffary pains to inveftifi^ate, the proper afi 
to examine, and the penetration requifite to detf 
the truth, Thofe are the prejiidiccs which I 
have you guard againft, by a manly exertion ; 
tention of your reafoning faculty. To mciiti 
inftance, of a thoufand tSat I could give you— 

feneral prejudice, and has been propag;at;ed fo 
xteen hundred years, that arts and fciences 
Sourifh under an abfolute government •, and t\ 
liius muft ncoefl'arily be cramped, v/here frc« 
Veftraifted. This founds plaufiblc, but is fiilfe i 
Mechanic arts, as agrkuliurc, m anufaclures, 3: 
indeed be difcouraged, where the profits and pi 
tre, from the nature of the government, infccur 
why the dcfpotifm of a govtrnment ihould era; 
genius of a mathematician, an aflronomer, a p< 
an orator, I confefs I never could difcover. ] 
indeed dcj^rive the poet, or the orator, of the lib 
treating ot certain lubjccbs in the manner tliey 
wi{h, but it leaves them fubjefts enough to e^tc 
»ius upon, if they have it'. Can an auttior with 
tomplam, tliat he is cramped and fiiackled, if lu 
at liberty to publifli blafphemy, bawdry, or fa. 
all wiicK are equally prohibited in the freeil g 
menta, if they are wue ai\d wdl regulated ones 
4^ die prefent general com'jWmx. oi Ooa'Sx^vixJa.-ajB 
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but, indeed, cliiefly of the bad oucs. No wonder, fay 
tiiey,^hat England produces fo many great geniufes -, 
people there may think as they pleale, and publifh 
wliat they tliink. Very true •, but who hinders them 
from thinking as they pleafe ? If, indeed, they think in 
a manner deicru (Stive of all religion, morahty, or good 
manners, or to the difturbance of the fkate, an abfolute 
government will ceitainjy more effec^nally prohibit 
them from, or punifh them for publilhing fuch 
thoughts, than a tree one could do. But how does 
that cramp the genius of an epic, dramatic, or lyric 
,poet ? Or how does it corrupt the eloquence of an ora- 
tor, in the pulpit, or at the bar ? The celebrated authors 
' of the Auguftau age did not Ihine till after the fetters 
were rivetted upon the Roman people, by that cruel 
and worthlefs emperor. The revival of letters was not 
owing, either to any free government, but to the en- 
. couragement and ptotedlion of Leo X. and Francis I. ; 
the one as abfolute a pope, and the other as defpotic a 
: prince as ever reigned. Do not. miflakc and imagine, 
uiat, while I, am only expofing a prejudice, I aiii fpeak- 
.ing in favour of arbitrary power ; which from my foul 
I abhor, and look upon as a grofs and criminal violation 
lof the natural rights of mankind.— Adieu I 



LETTER LXX. 

9^ Pleafures,..Lihiral and illileral Pleafures.\JMufic,.Jn» 
Jiru^i^ns nUiiije to Manntrs and 'vifiiing Fanign Coun- 

»SAR BOT, London, April the 19th.* 

^ HIS letter will, I believe, ftill find you at Venice, 
in all tlie difiipacion of mafquerades, ridottos, operas^ 
Ike.— with all my heart j they are decent evening 
amufements, and very properly uicceed that ferious ap- 
^ication to which I am fure you devote your morn- 
ings» There are liberal and illiberal pleafures, as welt 
'as liberal and illiberal arts. There are fome |^leafuce«^^ 
that 4e£rdde a^emieman^ ;i^|mwc\i a& V>\^U'^ii^ 
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could do. Sottifli linking, indifcrimmatc gluttony, 
diiving coaches, rallicfports,fuc]i as fox -chafes,,horfc- 
races, ^c. are, in my opinion, infinitely below the hon- 
ell and induflrious profelfions of a taylor and a {hoema- 
ker, which are fiiid to derof^er. 

As you arc now in a nrnfical country, where finging^ 
fiddling, nnd piping, are not only the common topics '^ 
of converfation, but almoft the principal objefts otat-' " 
tention, I cannot help cautioning you againft giviie 
into tbofe (I will call them iliibcral) pleafures, (tnoup 
mufic is cor.imonly reckoned one of the liberal arts^tO' 
the degree tliat moit of your countrymen do>.wim 
they travel in Italy. If you love mufic, hear it ; go t&' 
operas, concerts, and pay fiddlers to play to you ; but I 
inliit upon your neither piping nor fiddling yourfelL 
It puts a gentleman in a very frivolous, contemptible 
light ; brings him into a great deal of bad company \ \^ 
and takes up a great dejl of tirtie, which miglitr be 
much better employed. Few things would mortify me^ 
more, tlian to fee you bearing a part in a concert, w5A 
a fiddle under your chin, or a pipe in your mouth. 

1 have had a great deal of converfation with co; 
du Perron, upon your fubjecl ; and I was very glad 
hear, from one v/hom I think fo good a judge, tlu 
you wanted nothing but desmmniires \ which I am (& 
vinced you will now foon acquircj in the compaof? 
which henceforward you are likely to keep. By «« 
nieiesy 1 do not mean bare common civiHty ; every bodyr 
muft hav^ that, v.ho would not be kicked out or coffl-^] 
pany : but I mean engaging, and even (liining m; 
ncrs ; a diftinguidicd politenefs, an almoll irrefiftiUc'; 
addrefs ; a fupcrior gracefulnefs in all you fay vtA 
do. It is tlus alone that can give all your otlier talcni*" 
their full luftre and value \ and, confequently, it isthift' 
which fhould now be the principal objeft ofyouratr 
tention. 

Tht cxcrciftfs of the academy, and the manners i 

coartSy mufl be attended to ^mi 2LC.c\w\tcd^ and, atth^' 

fimc time, your other ft.uA\es coviUTv>3Lt.^. \ i^m tofr^ 

^ou will not j>afs, nor de&tc, owe. ?\Tv^ve \^\e. Vwx * 

"urin ; for I do not foreCcctl\jLiL^o\jic^u,*vcw otj >j»s: 
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gf your life, put out fix months to greater interefl, than 
thofe next which you are to fpend there. 

We wili talk hereafter about your flay at Romej 
& in other parts of Italy. This only I will now recom-^ 
mend to you ; which is, to extract the fpirit of every 
place you go to. In thofe places, which are only dil- 
alnguifhed by clafFical fame, and valuable remains of 
antiquity, have your cla(iics in your hand and in your 
head 5 compare the ancient geograpliy, and defcrip- 
tions, with the moilern ; and never hi\ to take notes. 
Rome will furnlfli you with bufinefs enough of that 
fort ; but then it will furnifli you with many other ob- 
jects, well deferving your attention ; fach as deep cc* 
•lefiaftical craft and policy. — Adieu ! 

$_ 

LETTER LXXI. 

Cottthns ggainfi the Contagion offajhionahle Vices.*. Ml C$9^ 
duQ and Manners ef Englijhmen on their frofvels, tfc. 

OXAR BOY, London, May the t^th^ 

Jt HIS letter will, I hope, find you fettled to your 
ferious ftudies, and your nocelTary exercifes, at Turin, 
after the hurry and diffipation of the carnival at Venice. 
I mean that your ftay at Turin fliouhl, and I flatter my- 
felf that it will, be an ufeful and oniamental period of 
your education ; but at the fame time, I mult tell you, 
that all my afleflion for you has never yet given me fo 
much anxiety as that which I now feci. While you 
are in danger, I fhall b< in fear ; and you are in danger 
at Turin. Mr. Harte will, by his care, arm you as 
veil as he can again il it ; but your o\yn good fenfe and 
refolutien can alone make y©u invulnerable. I am in- 
formed, there are now many Englifh at the academy 
at Turin ; and I fear tliofe are jult fo many dangers 
for you to encounter. Who they. are, I do not know ; 
but 1 well know the general ill-condu£t, the indecent 
behaviour, and the illiberal views, of my young coun- 
trymen abroad 5 efpecially wherever they are in num* 
bcrs together. IJl example i$ of it'fclf iangerous 4 
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enough ; but thofe who give it, fcldoni ftop there; thcr 
add their infamous exhoitatlons and invitations ; and, 
if thefc fail, thty have rccourfc to ridicule, "which is 
harder for one ot your age and experience to withftand 
than eidicr of the former. Be upon your guard, there- 
fore, again ft thele batteries, which w^ill all be played 
upon you. You are not lent abioad to converleM'ith 
your own countrymen : among them, in general, y<m, 
will get little iaiovvledge, no languages, and, 1 amfure,' 
no manners. I dcfire that you will form no connec- 
tions, nor (what they impudently ctll) fricndfliips, with'j 
thcfe pe(jplc, which are, in truth, only combination!^ 
and confpiracies againil good morals and good maiKJ 
ners. 1 here is commonly, in young people, 'a faciliKV' 
that makes them unwilling' to refute any thing that IT 
aited of them j a mau<vatje hcnte^ th.it makes tliem aflia- 
ttied to rcfufc ; and^ -w the fauie time, an ambition 
pleafing and fliining in the company tliey keej); theft 
levcral cauf s pioduce the b^rft t-rreckingoo4 companyi 
but the \iLry worft in \.:A. Jf people Lnd no vk-es but 
tlicir own, tew would ha^f fo manv as tht v hrive.' Fc 
my own part, I would looner wear cthci people'^ 
clutlies than their vices •, and they wo;iid {it upon 
jiifl: IS well. I hope you wi:; ii.we none ; but if cv< 
you hnve, I beg at leaic, they i.iay bv: a.'l your own.] 
Vices of ad:»jHicn are abcve ail oil '.lis, ihc mod dif 



graceful and unpardoriable. There are degrees in vi 




debauchery of flews, jullly attended and reward< 
by the iofs of their health, as well as their cliara&er.l 
'1 heir pleafures of t}\e table end in beaftly drunkenneft 
low riot, broken windows, and very often (as they wcl 
deferve) broken bones. They game, for the fake 
the vice, notof tlie amufement ; and therefore carry it^ 
to exccfs ; undo, or are undone by their companions.'] 
By fuch condudi, and in fuch company abroad, they<f 
coiYic homcy tlie uuiirpicvcd, UUberal, and un?entle-J 
^nan-like creatures, that ■ one d'aA\^*iet'ox!cv£vc\ ^Scaxisfcj^ 
in' the Park, and hi the i\tccti» iox o^x^u^x^x tfi»!«^ 
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[ood compnny ; where they have neither man- 
rcfent themfolves, nor merit to be received, 
I the manners of footmen ?nd grooms, they 
hieir drefs to ; for you mull have obfervcd 
he ilreetsherc, in dirty blue frocks, with oak- 
in their hands, and tjicir hair greafy and un- 
l, tucked up under th^^ir h..ts of an enormous* 
•Ui> finilhed «:nd ad-rnr'. by tlxcir trawls, they 
lie diilurh-r^ .,>t ri^/ucuil\s ; thry break the 
, aiid ccnirfionly the htndlords; of the taverns 
iy drnik. , wr.d dr^ at one.' the fuppo-t, the ter- 

the victims, of the bawdy-] jou{<::."i they frc- 
rhcfc poor miftaken people think they fhine^ 
ey do mdced ; but it is as putr«fa£lon ihij«e» 
dark. 

lot now preaching to y©u, hke an old fellow, 
er religious or moral texts ; I am perfuaded 
ot want the bed inftrudlions of that kind : but 
ifing you as a friend, as a man of the world, 
'ho would not h ive you old while you arc 
It would have you take all the pleafures that 
ints out, and that decency warrants. I will 

fuppofe, for argument^o-lake (for upon rio 
cunt can it be luppofed) that all the vices 
entioned were perfe£tly innocent in them- 
ley would flill degrade, villify, and fmk, thofe 
liied them ; wouid obftruft their rifing in the 
' debafmg their characters ; and give them a 
of mind and manners, abfolutely inconfiftent ■ 
ir making any figure in upper life and great 

[ have now faid, together with your own good 
[ hope, fufBcient to arm you againft tlie fe- 
the invitations, or the profligate exhortations 
not call them temptations) of thole unfortu- 
ig people. On the other hand, when they 
igage you in thefe fchcmes, content yourfelf 
scent out fteady rcfufal ; avoid corvttON^t^'^ 
a' plain paints. • You are l^o young to cotvN^xt. 
i, J truii, too wife to be convexttA \i^ iifcfcriL 
tf, ttot oiiljr iM reality^ but c^c«^ iAiae^»2 
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ancc, if yon woukl be well received in good company 
for people will always br fhy of receiving a man, wn 
comes from a phce where the plague rages, let hir 
look ever fo liealthy. There are fonie expreflions 
botli in French and llngliih, and fonie characters, boti 
in thofc two and in other countries, which have, I dar 
fav, milled many yc ung men to their ruin— i/w jkwil 
ilcimacbe^ une jslie dihavcht ; an agreeable rnk^, a man o 
ple..fure. i Iwle are phrafcs mvented by the wickei 
and prv lligptt, at once to conceal or excufc their owl 
vices, and to d«:'buuch others. 

Wnat I iiii\e faid, with regard to my countrymen il 
genera!, docs not extend to them all without exccp 
tion ; there ^rc fome who have both merit y.nd man 
nerf. Your friend, l^lr. Stevens, is among the latta 
and I ::pprove of your conneGion with him. You mjr] 
happen to meet with Ibme otVer??, wjiofe friendflii] 
may b.* of great ufe to you hereaf'.or, either from tha 
fupcricr talrnts, or their rank and fortune ; cultivafi 
them : bur then 1 defire that Mr. Ilarte may be tb 
jud;.';»j of thofe pcrfons. 

Adieu, my dear child ! Confider fericUily the im 

ortancc of the two next years, to your charafter^ you 

gure, and your fi^rtune. 



I 
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LETTER I.XXII. 

Rules f^yr ConduS in th:: great and hujy lV9rld...C§§ljtefs am 
i{lj'C9Kiauind,»,Perji'verauci in Bu/inifs,,,B§tts Mots. , 

DFAR B>-iY« London, Ma} thml 

1 RECOMMENDED to you. In mv lad, fomc dl 

tions ;)gain(l adopting the p^flions and vices of othc^ 

Let me now put you a little oji your guard againft ?ca 

own. ^ilicre are many little points of condu^ wik!^ 

are ncrellary in \ixz courfe of the world, and whkl^ 

who praftiies the earlieft, will pleafc tlie mofty •: 

rife tlic iboneft. The {pmu ^rANiM^Lcity of yojitt^^ 

mpt to ncgleGt them a.s uickfe^ ot tc\^&. ^ttci^ K£« 

bleibmcm But f ubfequtia Vtvo^Uit^^^sAta^aK^ 
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of the world, remind us of their importance, common- 
ly when it is too late. The principal of thefe things, 
is the maftery of one's temper, and that coolnefs ot 
mind, and ferenity of countenance, which hinders us 
from difcovering, by words, aclions, or cveti looks, 
thofe palFions or fentiments, by whick we arc inwardly 
moved or agitated ; aad the difcovery of which gives 
cooler and abler people fuch infinite advantage over us, 
not only in great buunefs, but in all the moft common 
occurences of life. A man who does not poflcfs him- 
felf enough to hear difagrceable things without vifiblc 
marks of anger and change of countenance, or agree- 
able ones without fudden burfls of joy, and expanfiofi 
of countenance, is at the mercy of every artful knav^, 
or pert coxcomb : the former will provoke or pleafe 
you by deiign, to catch unguarded words or looks *, by 
which he will eafiiy decypher the fecrets of yourhesrr, 

i* of which you f hould keep the key yourfelf, and ttuft it 
with no man living. The latter will, by his abfurdity 
and without intending it, produce the fame difcover- 
ies, of which other people will avail thcmfelves. You 
will liiy, puflibly, that this coolnefs niuft be conftitu- 
tional, and confequently does not depend upon the 
will : and I will allow that conftitution has fome power 
over us ; but I will maintain, too, that people very oft- 
en, to excufe themfelves, very unjuflfy accufe tlieir 
conititutions. (J;ire and lelieclion, if properly ufed, 
will get the better ; and a man may as furely get a 
habit of letting his reafon prevail over his conftitution, 
as of lettiiig, as moft people do, the latter prevail over 
the former. ^ If you find yourfelf fubjeiSl to fudden 

^ ftarts of pafiion, or madnels (fcr I fee no difference 
between them, Ijut in their duration) i*efolvc withiR 
yourfelf, at leaft, never to fpeak one word, while yoit 
feel that emotion within you. Determine, too, to keep 
your countenance as unmoved and unembarraflcd as 
poffible 5 which ftcadinefs you may get a habit of, by 
conftant attention. This is fo neceflary at fome games, 
fuch as ierlan^ quihxe, &c. that a man who had aot the 
command of his temper, and countenance, would la 
iallibly be uadofle hy thofe who ];Md,t^t\\x\tf)^^^ 
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played fair'; and in political bufinefs, you alwayi play 
with fiiarpers, to whom, at leaft, you fliouid give no 
fair advantages. 

Make yourfelf abfoliite mafter, therefore, of your 
temper, and your countenance ; fo far, at leaft, a» 
thi^t no vifible change do appear in either, whaterer you 
may feel inwardly- This may be difficult, but it is hj 
no means impoffible ; and, as a man of fenfc never at- 
tempts impolfibilities on one hr.nd, on the other he ii 
never difcoumgcd by diilicultics : on the contrary, he 
"redoubles his indutlry and Lis diii;;;encc, he perfeveresi 
and infallibly prevails iit Lift. In any pomt^ whidi 
•prudence bids you purfue, and which :i manifeft utffi- 
rty attends, let difnculti-.s only animate your induftrji 
not deter you from the purfnit. If one way has failed, 
tiy another ; be aftivc, pericvere, and you will coii- ; 
•-Ciijr. The time ftioutd likcvvifi be judicioufly clo-. 
-fen: every man has his w^/Z/a ief/foroj but that is far 
from being all day long ; u)id you would chufe your 
rime very ill, if you applied to a man about onebufi- 
iiefs, when his h':*ad w.is full of anorbcr, or wheiil.i« 
heAvt was full cf grief, an^er, or any oiher difagreeabk 
fentimcnt. 

In order to judge cf the in fide of others, ftudy your 
■own ; for men in gencrrd are very much alike j and 
though one has one prevailing pafTion, and another has 
anotiier, yet tlieir operi^tions are much the fame; and 
whatever engages or difgufts, pleafes or offends you, in 
-Others, will, mutatis mutatniis^ engage, difguft, pkafe,or 
offend others, in you. Oljferve, with the utmoft at- 
tention, all the operations of your own mind, the na- 
ture of your paflions, aud the various motives thatd#^ 
tcrmine your will j and you n^ity, in i great degree^ 
know all mankind. Tor inftancc ; do you find your- 
felf hurt and mortified, when another makes you fed 
his fuperiority, and your own inferiority, in kno^^- 
Wgc« parts, raHk, or fortune ? You will certainly take 
,gres^t cztt not to make a perfon, whofe gc.od wiajgopii 
. yrorif. in tereft , eft eem , or ineu<\Wv^ , >5 ow nn ould ^aiiu 
fetil diJLt Aiperiority in you, m cvive. -^owV^n^ 'm. ^ 
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ladiciions, teaze and irritate you, would you ufe tliem^ 
^here you wiflied to engage and pleafii ? Surely not ; 
and I hope you willi to engage and pleafe, almoft uni- 
verfally. The temptation of faying a fmart or witty 
thing, or hon moty and the malicious applaufe with 
which it is commonly received, has made people who 
can fay them, and fiill oftener people who think they 
can, but cannot, and yet try, more enemies, and im- 
placable ones too, tlyin any one other thing that I know 
of. When fuch things, then, fliall happen te be faid 
at your expenfe (as fometimes they certainly will) 
refleft ferioufly upon the fentiments of uneafinefs> 
anger, and refcntment, which they excite in you j. md 
confider whetlier it can be prudent, by the fame means, 
to excite the faiTc fentiments in others, acainft yoii. 
It is a decided folly to lofe a friend for a jell 5 bwt, in 
Biy mind, it is not a much lefs degree of folly, to make 
an enemy of an indifferent, and neutral perfon, for the 
fake of a ben mot. When things of this kind happen 
to be faid of you, the mod prudent way is to feem riot 
to fuppofe thnt tliey arc meant at you, but to avoid 
Blowing whatev<'r degree of anger you may feel in- 
wardly ; aiid, ihoakl they be fo plain, that you cannot 
be fuppoil^c' ii::r.(jr.,jit of their meaning, to join in the 
lauj^b '?''' th': ..ompany againft yourfelf ; acknowledge 
tb'r :-.i ■ . ••■: a f;i?r one, a 'hi the jeft a good one, and 
pi. ■' c/ ' • ^viiulc tjiirg in fee ming good-humour : but 
I 7 . • ■ ; .3 v. ply in the fcune way 5 which only (hows 
tl ■::. y iiu* i ;iTt, and publillies the victory which you 
Dn'.i.-.-.. ■ .'Vv concealed. 

/i-i c-«o fen lale part of the world has fome influence, 
and often too iiiuch, over the male, your conduft with- 
rcg.ird to women (I mean women of .charatlcr, fori 
cannot fuprofe you capable of converfing with any 
others) deilives i^>in(^ jh?.te in your refleftions. They 
are a numerous cnul icfpeftnble body : their hatred 
i^'ould be as* p/eiudicial, as their fnendfliip woul^ 
be advanta^^c<^'i:S to you. 

This torn flicet, which I did not obferve when I be- 
an upon it, as it alters tlie figure, fliortens too the ., 
ingth of my l:ttcr. It may very well afford it ; tt»^ 
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anxiety for you carries me infenfibly to thefe length3t*-r 
God blefs you, child ] 



LETTER LXXHL 

Ohfervations on Vemc9,t.Mujtc,.Srht Fine Arts, 
• ear boy, London, June the ui«. 

JL IIEoutfideof your letter of the 7th, direScd by 
J^our own hand, gave me more pleafure than tlie in- 
iidc of any other letter ever did. 

I approve of your going to Venice, as much as I dif* 
approved of your going to Svi^itzcrland. 

The time you will probably pafs at' Venice, will al- 
low you to make yourfeli maitcr of that intricate and 
lingular form of government, of which few of our 
travellers know any thing. Read, alk, and fee every 
thing that is relative to it. Tiicre are, likcM'ife, many 
Valuable remains of the remotcfL antiquity, and many 
fine pieces of the antico modemo ; all which defervc a \ 
different fort of attention from that which your coun- \ 
try men commonly give them. They go to fee themi ^ 
«a they go to fee the lions, and kings on horfeback, at ; 
the Tower here — only to fay that mcy have feen theni. | 
You will, I am fure, view them in another light ; yoa -i 
will confider them as you would a poem, to which in- 
deed they are akin. You will obfdrve, whether the 
foulptor has anim.ated his ftone, or the painter his cao- 
vas, into the juft expreflion of thofe fentiments and .1 
paffions, which fliould characlerife and mark thdf 
leveral figures. You will examine, likjwife, whethcTi 
in their groupes, there be an unity of adlion, or proper Ir. 
fclation ; a truth of drefs and manners. Sculpture |^ 
and painting are very juftly called liberal arts ; a lively 
and itrong imagination, together with a juft obferva- 
tion, being absolutely neccll'ary to excel in either: 
which, in my opinion, 13 by no means the cafe of mu- 
fie, though called a liberal art, and now in Italy placed 
even above the other two : a proof of the decline of 
tliat country. The Venetm\ fcKool produced niany 
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feat painters, fuch as Paul Veronefe, Titian, Palma, 
c. bv whom you will fee, as well in private houfe* 
as in cnurches, very fine pieces. The Laft Supper, by 
Paul Veronefe, in the church of St. George, is recfcon-i 
cdhis capital performance, and deferves your attention; 
25 does alfo the famous pi6l:ure ©f the Cornaro family, 
by Titian. A tafte of fculpture and i)aintinff, is in my 
mind, as becoming, as a talle of fiddling and piping is 
unbecoming a man of fafliion. The former is con- 
■ie£led witfi Hiftory and Poetry ; (he latter, with ao- 
thing, that I know of, bnt bad company. 



■»i^ 



LETTER LXXIV. 

Knonjoledge if the PToM ..Dignify of Manner s*,,Flattefy,.m^ 
Vulgar Language* . . Frivolous Curio fity, ,J)ecorum. ^.Courts, 

DEAR BUY,. Loodon, Augud the|otii«. 

1 ^ ET ug n^fume our reflexions upon men, their cha- 
radlcrs, their manners ; in a word, our reflexions upon, 
the world. They may help you to form yourfelf, and 
to know others. A knowledge very ufeful at all ages, 
icry rare at yours : it fcems as if it was nobody's bu- 
finefs to comnftunicate it to young. men« Their mafters 
teach them, fmgly, the languages, or the fciences of 
their feveral departments ; and are indeed generally in- 
capable ef teaching them the world : their parents are 
ofKB fo too, or at Icaft negleft doing it 5 either from 
avocations, indifiTerence, or from an opinion, that 
throwing them into the world (as they call it) is the 
bcft w^y of teaching it them. This laft notion is in a 
great degree true ; that is, th# world can doubtlefs 
never be well known by theory ;.pra£lice is abfolutely 
aeccflary : but furely it is of great ufe to a young man;; 
before he fees, out for that country, fuii of mazes^ 
windings, and turnings, to have at leail a general map 
of it, made by fome experienced traveller. 

There is a certain dignity of manners abfolutely ne- 
•eflary,'to make even tlie moll valuable chariitler eithef 
xefpe^ed or refpe£table. * 
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Horfe-p!ay, romping, frequent and loud ftts of 
laughter, jokes, waggery, and indifcriminate familiari- 
ty, will fink both merit and knowledge into a degree of 
contempt. They compofe at moit a merry fellow ; 
and a merry fellow was never yet a refpedtabic man. 
Indifcriminate familiarity either offends your fuperi- 
ors, or elfe dubbs you their dependent, and led cap- 
tain. It gives your inferiors, juft, but troubltfome and 
improper claims of equality. A joker is near akin to ■ 
a buffoon ; and neither of them is the lead related to ' 
wit. Whoever is admitted or fought for, in company, J 
upon any other account th«nn that of his merit and man- 
ners, is never rcfpe£ted there, but oniy mad.:; ufe of. '|| 
We will have luch-a-one, for he lings prettily ; wc 
will invite fuch-a-one to a ball, for he dancos well ; we 
will have fuch-a-one at fupper, for he is always joking 
and laughing ; we will alk another, Ixcauie he pl.iy» 
deep at all games, or becaui'e he can drink a great deal. 
Thefe arc all vilifying diftiinfiions, mortifying prefer- 
ences, and exclude all ide.is of cfteem' and regard." 
Whoever is had (as it is called) in company, for the 
fake of any one thing fmglv, is fingly that thing, and 
will never be confidered in any otner light ; confe-r 
quently never refpedled, let his merits be what they-" 
will. * 

'Hiis dignity of manners, which I recommend fa'i 
isiuch to you, js not only as different from pride, a»'- 
true courage is from blufteripg, or true wit from jok«^ 
ing ; but is nbfolutely inconfiftent with it •, for nothing-:! 
vilifies and degrades more than pride. The preten** 
lions of the proud man are oftencr treated witn fnccf 'i 
and contempt, than with indignation : as we offer ri-3 
diculoufly too little to a tradefman, who a(ks ridscuv' 
loufly too much for his goods •, but we do not haggle! 
with one who only afks a juft and reafonable price. || 

Atjeft flatter^ & indifcriminate attention degrade^ * 

as much as indifcriminate contradiftion and noify dc*' ' 

bate, difguA. But a modeft affertioft of one's own^l 

pte"s,prekxy^ dignity, ^ 
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Vulgar, low «xprefllons, awkward motions and ad- 
drefs, vilify, as they imply, either a very low turn of 
mind, or low education, and low company. 

Frivolous curiofity about trifles, and a laborious at- 
taition to little objects, which neither require nor de- 
ferve a moment's thought, lower a man ; who from 
thence is thought (and not unjuftly) incapable of great- 
er matters. Cardinal de Retz, very fagacioufly mark- 
ed out Cardinal Chigi for a Httle mmd, from the mo- 
ment he told him he had written three years with the 
fame pen, and that it was an excellent good oae flill. 
; A certain degree of exterior ferioufnefs in looks and 
■ motions, gives dignity, without excluding wit and de-* 
^cent cheerfulncfs, which arc always ferious themfelves. 
^ A conftant fmirk upon the face, and a whiffling a£l:ivi- 
[ty of the body, are ftrong indications of futiUty. Who- 
ever is in a hurry, (hows that the thing he is about ia 
big for him. Hafte and hurry are very different 
meg. _" 

I nave only mentioned fome of thofe things whi ,^ 
may, and do, in the opinion of the world, lower a j 

*nk characters, in other refpefts valuable ^^^o^gl^'nter- 
«have taken no notice of thofe that afFed and i r- "" 
moral charafters. They are fufficiently obvicj^ i° 
man who has patiently oeen kicked, may as v^' , ' , » 
lend to courage, as a man, blaftcd by vices ^^^^ ^\\tQYAt& 
may to dignity of any kind. But an exterior d. . . , 
ana dignity of manners will even keep fuch a ^ " 
kmgertrom finking, than othcrwifc he would be : § 
fucE confequence is the t« v^i7r§Vf even though afFeftcd 
and put on ! Pray read frequently, and witli the utmoft 
t attention ; nay, get by heart if you can, that incompa* 
laUe chapter in Cicero's offices, ufgn the r« ;r^8^«y, or 
the decorum. It contains whatever is nece^ary tor 
die dignity of manners. 

In my next, I will fend you a general map of courts ; 
a xerion yet unexplored oy you -, but which you are 
ime dav to inhabit. The ways are generally crooked 
and full of turnings, fometimes ftrewed witn flowers^ 
fometimes choaked u^ with briars j rotten ground and ^ 
deep pits frequenlly lie concealed uud^ ^ W^<:ii^ ^^aft^f 
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S leafing fur face : all the paths are ilippery, and r 
ip is dangerous. Senfc and difcretion muft ace 
pany you at your firft fetting out ; but notwithfts 
mg thofe, till experience is your guide, you will e 
BOW and then ftep out of your way, oi uumble. 



LETTER LXXV. 

JdmoTutions againfi a Wajii of Tim€.„ Humorous Dralog 
BiAR BOY, London, September the I 

J[T feems extraordinary, but it is very true, that 

anxiety for you increafes in proportion to the good 

counts which I receive of you from all hands. 

wilhes, and my plan, were to make you (liinei 

diftinguilh yourfelf equally in tlie learned and the 

lite world. Few have been able to do it. Deep les 

^ big is generally tainted with pedantry, or at leaft 

?ji^i^orned by manners ; as on the other hand, p( 

^^^qinners, and the turn of the world, are too often 

;5^{^Qg\ljortcd by knowl.idge, and confcquently end c 

akeof an^^T> ^^ ^^^^ frivolous diif^pation of drawing-roc 

(rill never '''• ^^^ ^^^ "°^^ ^^^ over the dry and diffii 

luentlv ne* ^^^'^"^"g^ 5 what remains, requires much n 

irill. ^^ trouble. You have loft time by your illxM 

Tliis di-^^ regain it now or never. I tnerefore D 

nuch to ' y ^^^cfire, for your own fake, that for thcfe u 

rue cc'*^"^^^^» ^^ \t-^^ fix hours every morning, unint 

p^-^^tedly, may be inviolably facred to your fludies % 

J&r. Harte. I ^o not kiiov/ whether he will r«qui« 

much, but Lknow that I do, and hope you will,! 

confcquently prevail with him to give you that time 

own it is a good dftJ \ but when both you and he o 

Cder, that the wofK will be fo much better, and 

tnuch fooner done, by fuch an afllduous and contini 

application, you will neither of you think it too mU' 

and each will find his ac<!k)unt in it. So much for : 

mornings, which, from your own good fenfe, and 1 

Hartc^b tenderneis and caxe ot ^ou, vdll^ I am furc, 

ihus well employed. It v^ wot oiv\^ \^^Ic>\n5&^r.^^ 
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ifeful too, that your evenings (houlcl be devoted to 
mufements and rational pleafurcs; with this reftriftion 
»nly,that the confequences of the evenings! diverfions 
nay not break in upon the morning's ftudies, by break- 
aftings, vifits, and idle parties into the country. At 
four age, you need not be afliamed, when any of thefa 
Horning parties are propofed, to fay you mult beg to 
le excufed, for you are obliged to devote your morn- 
ngs to IVIr. Harte 5 that I will have it fo ; and that you 
lare not do otherwifc. Lay it all upon me •, though I 
im perfuaded it will be as much your own inclination 
ii it is mine- But thofe frivolous, idle people, whofe 
fane hangs upon their own hands, and who tJefire to 
bake others lofe theirs too, are not to be reafoned with ; 
Ibd indeed it would be doing them too much honour. 
fnc (horteft, civil anfwers, are the beft — I cannot, I 
re not, inftead of I will not ; for, if you were to 
ter with them into the necelTity of iludy, and the 
fefulnefs of knowhdge, it would only furnifli theni 
ith matter for their flily jtfls ; which though I would 
Dt have you mind, I would not have you invite. I 
ill fuppofeyou at Rome, Itudying fixnours uninter- 
iptedfy with Mr. Harte, every morning, and pafung 
mr evenings with the beft company of Rome, ob- 
inring their manners and forming your own j and I 
ill luppofe a number of idle, feuntering, illiterate 
■nglifh, as there commonly is there, living entirely 
one another, fupping, drinking, and fitting up 
at each other^s Jodgmgs ; commonly in riots and 
ipes when drunk 5 and never in good company 
n fober. I will take one of thefe pretty fellows, 
give you the dialogue between him and yourfelf ; 
L as I dare fay it will be on his fide, and fuch as F 
fcopc it will be on yours. 

Englijhman, Will you come and breakfaft with me 
to-morrow ; there will be four or five of our country- 
men ; we have provided chaifes, and we will drive 
bmewhere out of town after breakfaft ? 

Btanh9pi. I am very forry I cannot j but I atti obli^d. 
X) be at home aJJ moniin^. 
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Englift^mat, Why then we will come and break 
with you, 

StgUiope. I can't do that neither, I am engaged. 

Englijifman. Well then, let it be the next day. 

StanLcpe. To tell you the truth, it can be no da] 
the morning ; lor I neither go out, nor fee any-b 
at home before twelve. 

EHgliJI.man, And what the devil do you do m 
yourfelf till twelve o'clock ? 

Staxhope, I am not by myfelf, I am with Mr. Hart 

Englijhman^ Then what the devil do you do 'W 
him ? 

StanJicpe* We ftudy different things \ wc read« 
converfe. 

EngUjhman. Very pretty amufemenl indeed ! . 
you to t.ike orders then ? 

Stanhope. Yes, my father's orders, I believe I n 
take. 

Ettglij7jman. Why haft thou no more fpirit, thac 
mind an old fellow a thoiifand miles ofl* ? 

Starhope. If I don't mind his orders, he won't nr 
my draughts. 

Euglijhman. What does the odd prig threaten^ thi 
Thrcaw;ned folks live long ; never mmd threats. 

^tanbopi. No, I can't fay that he has ever threats 
me in his life -, but I believe 1 had beft not pro) 
him. 

EngUjhman. Pooh! you would have one angry k 
from the old fellow, and there would be an end of; 

Stanhope. You miftake him mightily ; he always < 
more than he fays. He has never been angry with 
yet, that I remember, in his life : but if I waste ] 
yoke him, I am fure he v/ould never forgive nic 
would be cooly immoveable, and I might beg and p 
and write my he.irt out to no purpofe. 

Ehglijhman. Why then he is an odd dog, that^S \ 

can fay : and pray, are y«u to obey vour ctry-nurfc ' 

tills fame, what^s his name — JNlr. Haxte ? 

Stan/wpe. Yes. 

. £n^iij^man. So he (Iv.ffs V0\3l ?k\\ rc\o\\\vYv^S5N\>iv Gt 

zfA Latin, and lo'^ic, auA ?}^ vX^^^t. 'L^-s.^X \\i 
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-nurfe too ; but I never looked into a book with him. 
ny life : I Iivtve not fo much as feen the face of him . 
i week, and don't care a loufe if I never fee it again. 
itmnhope. My dry-nurfe never defires any thing of 
that is not reafon able, and for my ev/n good | and 
refore 1 like to be with him. 

Englijhman. Very fententious and edifying, upon my 
rd ! At this rate you will be reckoned a very good 
ing mail. 

^ianhojit. Why, that will do me no harm. 
Engliflpman, Will you be with us to-niorrow in the 
iiing, then ? "We Ihallbe ten with you » and I have 
; fome excellent good wine -, and we'll be very 
rry. 

StanhtfSie, I am very much obliged to you, but I am 
pged for all the evening, to-morrow ; firft at Car- 
lal Albani's ; and then to fup at the Venetian em- 
&dref3"'s. 

titglij%man. How tlie devil can you like being al- 
ffS with thefe forcigriers ? I never go amongft them, 
m all their fcrmalli:icsr.nd ceremonies. lam never 
in company with them, and I don't know why, 
;I am afnamed. 

yope. I am neither afliamed, nor afraid ; I am 

/.caiy with them 5 they arc very eafy with me ; I 

itlic language, and I fee their characters, by conver-r 

with them ; and that is what we are fent abroad 

Is it not ? 

AiJhmAn. I h;ite your mode ft women's company 5 
fvoxrien of faCiion as they call 'era. I don't know 
to fay to them, for my part. 

Have you ever converfed with them ? 
\an No. I never converfed with them ; but 
re been fometimes in their company, though much 
^ my will. 
p>^. But at lea ft they hare done you no hurt ; 
is, probably, more than you can lay of the wo* 
you do converfe with. 

lam. That's truc^ I own ; bat fox aWVJcvsit^A 
rather keep companv with my fuTgcoi\Vv^\t ^ 

w^fJ^v frjtb yofiic womifjioi fal^o»^ie 7©^ To^a» 
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Stanhope, Taftcs ?.re different, you know> am 
man follows his own. 

Englijhman. That's true ; but thine's a devil 
one, Stanhope. All morning with thy dry-nur 
the evening in formal fine company ; and all d; 
•fraid of old daddy in England. Thou art a 
fellow, and I am afraid there's nothing to be c 
thee. 

Stanhope. I am afraid fo to©. 

EngUJkman. Well, then, good-night to yoi 
have no objeftion, I hope, to my being drunk to 
■which I certainly will be. 

Stanhope Not in the leaft ; nor to your beii 
to-morrow, which you as certainly will be— 
good-night too. 

You will obferve, that I have not put in 
mouth thofe good arguments, which upon fuch 
cafion would, I am fare, occur to you ; as piety 
feftion towards mx ; regard ana friendfhip 
Harte ; refpeft for your own moral charafter, 
all the relative duties of man, fon, pupil, and 
Such folid arguments would be thrown away up 
Ihallow puppies. Leave them to their ignorar 
to their dirty, difgraceful vices. They will \ 
feel the eiFedts of thefn, wlien it will be too late, 
out the comfortable refuge of learning, and ^ 
the ficknefsand pains of a ruined ftomach, andi 
c^rcafe, if they happen to arrive at old age, it is 
cafy and ignominious one. The ridicule whi 
fellows endeavour to throw upon thofe who 
like them, is, in the opinion of all men of fei 
mod authentic panegyric. Go on, then, in 
chydj in the way you are in, only for a year am 
more \ that is all I a(k of you. After thnt, I ] 
that you fliall be your own mafter, and that 1 1 
jend to no other title than that of your beft am 
friend. You fliall receive advice, but no ordei 
me ; and in truth you will want no other adv 
fixch. asyouth and mexpexvewc^ tcv\x^xitc^{&rily i 
y^oxx fliall certainly w^nt tvotocv^^x^tv^X-X^xtw^i 
onlj; for youf coxivenVtuc^j W't iiio iox ^^\« 
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iich I alwaya defire fliould be gratified. You will 
ppofe that I mean the pleafures of a rational being. 



LETTER LXXVI. 

hfince of Mind in Company, ..Carelejfmfs in Manner aitd 
Drefs.,»DefcriftioH of an awkward Ptrfon. 

^XAK BOYy London^ September tke ftsiT* 

Y I had faith in philters and love potions, I fhould 
fpeft that you had given Sir Charles Williams fome, 
^ the manner in which he fpeaks of you, not only to 
e, but to every body elfe. You will eafily imagine 
)w many queitions I afked, and how narrowly I fift- 
i him upon your fubjeft ; he anfwered me, ana I dart 
J with trutn, juft as I could have wifhed j till, fatis- 
id entirely with his aticounts of your charafter and 
iming, I inquired into other matters, intrinfically 
deed of lefs confequence but ftill of great confe- 
tcnce to every man, and of more to you than to al- 
5ft any man ; I mean, your addrefs, manners, and 
'. To thefe queftions, the fame truth which he had • 
ferved before obliged him to give me much lefs fat- 
a£iory anfwers. And, as he thought himfelf, in 
endfliip both to you and me, obliged to tell me the 
agreeable as well as the agreeable truths ; upon the 
nc principle, I think myfelf obliged to repeat theoi 

c told me then, that in company you were fre- 
ently mod provokingly inattentive, abfent, and dif" 
it. That you came into a room, and prefentdd 
lurfelf very awkwardly \ that at table you conftantljf 
xw down knives, forks, napkins^ bread, &c. and 
It you neglefted your perfon and drefs, to a degree 

Stdonable at any age, and much more fo at yours* 
lefe things, how immaterial foever they may feem 
people who do not know the world, and the nature 
mankind, rive me, wlio know them to \ic ^-^lc^^- 
rhr mateTiaJ, very srezt concern. lYv?L\e\oTv%&S? 
WiQify Mud tbcrctore frequentlY ^dxcvidl9^^^ 'i^'' 
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vpon thcfc articles 9 and I tell you plainly, that T { 
not be cafy, till I hear a very different account of *.h 
I know no one thing more offcnfive to a comp: 
fhan that inattention and diftradlion. It is Qiom 
tliem thv: utmoft contempt ; and people never for] 
.contempt. No man is diftrait with the man hefe 
or the woman he loves ; which is a proof that e^ 
man can get the better of that diftradlion, whci 
thinks it worth his while to do fo ; and take my \b 
for it, it is always worth his while. For my ( 
part, I would rather be in company with a dead n 
than with an abfent one •, for if the dead man gives 
no pleafure, at lead he fliows me no contempt ; wh 
as the abfent man, filently indeed, but very plai 
tells me that he docs not think me worth his attent 
Befides, can an abfent man make any obfervations 
on the characters, cuftoms, and manners of the c 
pany ? No. He may be in the bed companies aV 
hfe -time (if they will admit him, which, if I were t 
I would not) and never be one jot the wifcr. I n 
will converfe with an abfent man 5 one may as 
talk to a deaf one. It is, in truth, a praftical blun 
to addrefs curfelves to a man, who, we fee plai 
neither hears, minds, nor undcrftands us. Moreo 
I aver that no man is, in any degree, fit for either l 
nefo or converfation, who cannot, and does not, di 
and commawd his attention to the prefent objefl 
that what it will. You know, by experience, tfa 
grudge no cxpenfe in your education, but I will j 
tively not keep you a flapper. You may read, in 
Swift, the defcription 01 thefe flappers, and the 
tney were of to your friends the Laputans j wl 
minds (Gulliver fays) are fo taken up with int( 
fpeculations, that they neither can fpeak, nor attea 
the difcourfes of others, without being rotifed by 1! 
external taftion upon the organs of fpeech ana h 
ing ; for which reafon, thofe people who are abl 
%^orA it, always keep a flapper in their families, as 
olf their doitieltics', not evcx vj^\k iJaovit^ or make 

its, without him. Th\a ft^\?^^T v^ \^^^\l^ ^to3$»! 

€iU2gently to attcnsl Hs m;)ift.et v\v Vi^ ^2!)^ > ^^x^ 
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:cafioil to give a foft flap upon his eyes ; becaufehe i» 
ways fo wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in mani- 
(t danger orfalling down every precipice, and boun- 
ug his head againft every pod, and, in the (Ireets, of • 
lUing others, or being jollied into the kennel liimfelf. 
Chrillian will undertake this province into the bar- 
lin, with all my heart j but I will not allow liim any 
creafe of wages upon that fcore. In fhort, I give 
lu fair warning, that, when we meet, if you are ab- 
nt in mind, I will foon be abfent in body ; for it will 
impoffible for me to ftay in the room : and if, at ta - 
5, you throw down your knife, plate, bread, &c. and 
ck the wing of a chicken for half an hour, without: 
ing able to cut it off, and your fleeve all the time in 
otner difh, I mud rile from table to efcape the fever 
u would certainly give me. How I fliould be fliock- 
f. if you came into my room, for the firfl time, with 
o left legs, prcfentiiig yourfelf with all the graces 
d dhr-:'/:'j ci a taylor, and your clothes hanging upon 
u, liice tnofe In Monmouth-ftrcet upon tenterhooks ; 
lereas I expeci, udv require to fee you prefent your- 
f with the eafy and gtnteel air of a man of falhion, 
10 has kept go(.d company. I expedt you not only 
•l\ drcfled, but very well drefled : I expeft a grace- 
nefs in all your motions, and fomething particularly 
jajjing in your drefs. All this I expt'cl, and all 
s it is in y.')ur power, by care and attent'op, lo make 
: find j but, to tell you the plain truth, it 1 do not 
d it, we {hall not converfe very much together ; for 
annot (land inattention and awkwardncfs ; it would 
ianger my health. You have often fcen, and I 
irc as often made you obferve L**'s dillinguiflied 
tttention and awkwardncfs. Wrapped up, like a 
.putan, in intenfc thought, and poflibly, fometimes, 
no thought at all ( which, I believe, is very often the 
fe of abknt people) he does not know his moft inti- 
lle acquaintance by fight, but anfwers them as if he 
IS at crols-purpofes. He leaves his hat in one room> 
sfword in another, and would le^ve \v\s ^\o^^*vcv -^ 
'\rdj if his buckles^ thou^^^h awry, d\d not ??inv!, >JwyKv 
legs and arms, by his awkward mawa^^taavA. « 
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♦hem, feeni to have undergone the ^efthn extra$rJi 
and his head, always hanging upon one or other 
jfhoulders, fe.ems to have received the firft ftroke 
a block. I fincertiy value and eilcem him for hie 
learning, and virtue 5 but, for the foul of me, I c; 
iove him in company. A young fellow fliould be ; 
tious to fhine in every thing ^ and #f the two a 
ratlier overdo than underdo. 1 fliould be ferry you 
an eggrenous fop ; but, I proteft, that, of me t 
would rauiet have you a fop than a floven. I thinl 
ligence in my own drefs, even at my age, when ccr 
I exped no advantages from my drefs, would be ind 
with regard to others. I have done with fine clo 
but I wm have my plain clothes fit me, and mad* 
ether people's. In the evenings, I recommend t 
the company of women of fafliion, who have a ri| 
attention. Their company will fmooth your mai 
and give you an habit ot attention and refpedt ; of ^ 
vou will find the advantage among men. 



mm^ 
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Ftdf^arity how acquired..,De/cripti6H of a njulgcr Pi 
Fuliar Language, „Trite and provtrbial Expreffttns^m^ 
ellifig in Italj* 

BKAft BOT, Loadon, September d 
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^ VULGAR, ordinary way of thinking, aSi: 

ipeaking, implies a low education, and an habit < 

company. Youngj people contraft it at fcho< 

among iervants, with whom they are too often u 

convcrfe 5 but, after the'y frequent good com 

they muft want attention and obfervation veiy s 

if tney do not lay it quite afide. And indeed, ii 

do not, good company will be very apt to lay 

afide. The various kinds of vulgarifms are infinil 

cannot pretend to point them out to you ; but 1 

give fomc famplcs, by which you may gucfs at the 

A vulgar man* is captious ^ha^^^'Aoxxs \ t^'^j^w aa* 

gfptuous about tiiUcs. Jlctutij^O.'6\ivtv\lOdxs>\«.' 
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od, thinks every thing that is fuid meant at him : if th*t 
company happens to laugh, he is perfuaded they lauglt 
at him ', he grows angry and telly, fays fomcthing very 
impertinent, and draws himfelf into a fcrape, by Ihow- 
ing what he calls a proper fpirit, and afTerting nimfelf. 
A man of fafliion does not fuppofe himfelf to be either 
the folc or.principal obje6i: of the tlioughts, looks, or 
words of the company •, and never fufpefts that he is 
either flighted or laughed at, unlefs he is confcious tha\ 
he^ deferves it. And if (which very feldom happens) 
the company is abfuird or ill-bred enough to do either, 
he docs not care two-pence, unlefs the infult be fo 

frofs and plain as to require fatisfaftion of another 
ind. As he is above trifles, he is never vehement and 
eager about them ; and, wherever they are concerned, 
rather acquiefccs than rangles. A vulgar man's con- 
verfation always favours ftrongly of the lownefs of his 
education and company. It turns chiefly upon his dp* 
meftic afl^iiirs, his fervantS, the excellent order he keeps 
in his own family, and the little anecdotes of the neigh- 
bourhood ; all which he relates with emphafis, as in- 
tecefting matters. He is a man goflTip. 

Vulgarifm in language is the next, and diftinguifli- 
ing charafteriilic of bad company, and a bad educa- 
tion. A man of fafhion avoids nothing with more care; 
than that. Proverbial expreflions, and trite fayings, 
, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a vulgar man» 
Would he fay, that men differ in their taftcs ; he both 
fupporto and adorns that opinion, by the good old fay- 
ing, as he rcfpectfully calls it, that " What is one man's 
I, meat is another man's poifon." If any body atten>pts 
;. l>C}ng * fmart,' as he calls it, up<hi him ; he giv^s him 
|t* tit tor tat — aye that he does.' He has always fonie 
t. favourite word for the time being ; which, for the fake 
h rfufing often, he commonly abufes. Such as vaflly 
*"gry, vaftly kind, vaftly handfome, and vaftly ugly. 
■ ■*ven his pronunciation of proper words carries the 
""^^Tk of the beaft along with it. He calls the earth 
JJ^^rth ; he is ohleigai, not obliged to ^o\\. W^l s^5:)fc'i 
f* wards, and not towards fucri tv \A'acc. W^ ^^"«^'* 
^^5 aBc^$ hard words, by wa^ ci cxtc^^jjkvct^^^ ^'^^^ 

R 7. 
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he always mangles like a learned woman. A man of 
fafhion never has rerourfe to proverbs, and vulgar aph- 
orifnis ; iifcs neither favourite words nor hard words; 
but takes great cart to fpeak very correftly and gram- 
matically, and ti> pronounce properly 5 that is accord- 
ing to the ufagc ol the bell companies. 

An awkward addrcfh, ungraceful attitudes and ac» 
tions, and a certain left-i-.siiJintTs (IF I may ufe that 
word) loudly pvociaiin low educ.iiic'ii ai^d low com- 

Ea n y ; for it i s i m p o iii b 1 e t o l\i j^pc f j t ; i n :. w n\ an can 
ave frtquented good company, wiihoiit having 
caught fomething, at leaft, of their air and motions. 
A iiew-raitcd man is dilHiiguiihed in a rtgtment bj 
his awkward nef* ; but he mutt be im penetrably dull, 
if, in a month or two's time, he cannot perform at 
leart the common man Ui:l ciercil'e, and look like a 
foldicr. The very accoutrtircntsot a man of fafliion 
arc grievous incumbrances to a vulgar man. He is at 
a lols what to do with hib hat, when it is not upon his 
head ; his cane (if unfortunately he wears one) is at 
perpetual war with every cup of tea or coffee he 
diiuks ; defbroys them fini, and then acconipanici 
them in their fall. Ills fv/ord is formidable onlyti' 
his own legs, which would polhhiy carry him faft 
enough out of ii'.e vay oI any fword but his owiii 
His clothes fit him fo ill, and conflrain him fo much| 
that he feems rather their prifcncr than their proprie- 
tor. He preilntj JumT-ilf iii company, like a criminal 
in a court of iufilcc ; his vjry nir condemns him ; aad 
people of fafnioii will no ru re conned: themfelve* 
with the one, th.ui people of charuAer will with ttej 
other. This repulfe drives and finkr. him intolo^J 
company *, a gu^ph whtnce no man after a certain zfft 
cvcrenKrged. 

You are travelling now in a country once fo famous j 

both for arts aivl arms, tint (howevjr degenerated at 

prefent) it itlll deferves your attention and refleftiofl* 

Vit'w It therefore \v\i\\ cViTe^ com^-iarc its former with 

ri*> ■■ r. i?:)t T ■ ■ i: . ? ■. ' \ ■ ^ " " v. ' "^ * ^ " ^'■' '"^ ^^^^ c'\\\\.w* Qf it* 
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oang countrymen tlo, muficaJljr, and (to ufe a ridic- 
lous word) knickknackically. Nc piping or fiddling, 
befecch you 5 no days loil jn poring upon almoft im- 
perceptible imaglUs and cameos : and do not become a 




nmartiftsi tliofe are liberal arts, md i re.;l tafte and 
bowledge of thtm become a nran of fjfliion very wdl. 
But beyond certain bo-jnds, tlic man of tafteends, and 
Ae frivolous virtuofo begins. 
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Oi/Affi of rational Inquiry to a Tra'veller...Ar€hiteaure..^ 

fainting and Sculpture, 

DLAt Bor, • London, October the 17th.* 
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HAVE, at laft, received Mr. Harte's letter of the 
19th September, from Verona, Your reaf(§ns for 
caving mat place were very good ones 5 and, as you 
laid there long enough to fee what was to be feen, 
iTcnice is, in my opinion, a much better place for yout 
reiidence. 

I am very well pleafed with your account of Carnio- 
la : tliofe are the kind of objefts worthy of your in- 
quiries and knowledge. The produce, tlie taxes, the 
kade, the manufaftures, the ftrcngth, the wcaknefs, 
ftc government, of the feveral countries, which a man 
ff fenfe travels through, are the mateti-.d points to 
tfbich he attends -, and leaves the ilceplcs^the market- 

£€es, and the figns, to the laborious ana curious rk- 
rchea of Dutch and German travellers. 
:' Mr. Harte tells me, that he intends to give you, by 
ihcans of fignor Viccntini, a general notion of civil and 
military archltefture j with wliich 1 am very well plcaf- 
ji They are frequent fubje£ls of converfation ; and 
*t is very right that you ihould have {om^ y^^-sc qI ^^ 
^fttr, 2nd a grhxl trifle of the fotmet \ -wA ^ow tcv-i^-^ 
^n- Uk'H kcui :;:> .nuch as vou. iv:cOi \■.T^^:i^^ r;i ivCo:-: 
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If you read ab^mt one-third of Palladio'd ISook c 
chitti^.lure, with fonie Ikih'ul perlbn, and then 
tliat peri'on, examine the beii buildings by thofe 
you will know the dificrent proportion of the dif 
orders ; the feveral diameters of their columns i 
intercolumniations ; their feveral ufes, &c. Th 
rinthian ordtr is chiefly ufedin magnificent buil 
where ornament and decoration are the princip 
je£ls ; the Doric is calculated for fire ngth ; ai 
Ionic partakes of the Doric ftrength and of the i 
thian ornaments. The Compofite and the Tufc 
dera are more modern, and were unknown t 
Greeks : the one is too light, the other too cl 
You may foon be acquainted with the coniid 
parts of civil architi:ciure ; and for the minut 
mechanical parts of it, leave them to mafons, 1 
layers, and lord Burlington^ M-^hoJias, to a certa 
gree, lelTeT^ed himfelf, by knowing them too well 
Tcrvr the fame method as to military archite£ 
underftand tlie terms j know the general rules 
tlien fee them in execution with fome ikilful w 
Go with fome cnjyineer or old ofTicer, and 
with care, the real fortifications of feme ftrong f 
and you will get a clearer idea of baft ions, half'n 
horn- works, ravelins, glacis, &c. than all the in 
in tlie world could give you upon paper. An< 
much I would, by all means, have you know o: 
civil and military architefture. 

I would alfo have you acquire a liberal tafte ( 

two liberal arts of painting and fculpture \ but 

out defcending into thofe minutiae, which our m 

virtuofi moft afrefteuly dwell upon. Obferve the 

parts attentively -, fee if nature is truly reprefent 

the paflions arc ftrongly exprefTed ; if the char 

are prcferved ; and leave the trifling parts, witf 

little jargon, to afFefted puppies. 1 would advif 

alfo, to read the hiftory of tne painters and fculf 

and I know none better than Felibien's. Thercarc 

in ItalisLn ; you will inioTm '^o>vtfe\£ >n\\IcK are thie 

It is apart of hiftory jvciv cn\.etU\VAxv^^oxtwas»« 

md not quite ufelefi ^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ \^>»js.> 
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ITC you know, to a certain degree ; but remember, 
lat they muft only be tlievamufemcjits, and not the bu- 
Qcfs of a man of parts. 

LETTER LXXJX. 

kmral fitw of a good Education,, Principles of Virtue »». 
L9amiH^,,,GoGd'Briiding,,,Eafe,„Equahty^,Ci*vilitj to Ih"^ 
f triors. 

oxAft BOT> Loadcfii November theji*' 

P ROM the time that you have had life, it has been 
ke principal and favourite object of mine, to make you 
I pcrfeft as the imperfedlions of human-nature will 
low : in this view, 1 have grudged no pains nor ex- 
en fc in your education ; convinced that education, 
lore than nature, is the caufe of that great difference 
hich we fee in the cliara£iers of men. While you 
ere a child, I endeavoured to form your heart habit- 
ally to virtue and honour, before your underftanding 
'ts capable of fliowing you their beauty and utility* 
liofe principles, which you then got, like your gram- 
lar rules, only by rote, ^re now, I am pcrfuaded, fixed 
cid confirmed by reafon* And indeed they are fo plain 
ad clear, that they require but a very moaerate degree 
F underftaniling, cither to comprehend or praSife 
icm. Lord Snaftefbury fays, very prettily, that he 
rould be virtuous for his own fake,though nobody were 
) know it ; as he would be clean for his own fake, 
l^ugh nobody were to fee him. I have therefore, 
pee you have had the ufe of your reafon, never writ- 
en to you upon thofe fubjefts : they Ipeak beft for 
hemfelves ; and I fhould now, juft as loon think of 
Mraing you gravely net to fall uito the dirt or the fire, 
» into diftionour or vice. I'liis view of mine I con- 
Bder as fully attained. My next obie£l: was, found and 
■fcful learnmg. My own care firft, Mr. Harte's aft- 
Awards, and of late (I will own it to your ^t^vfe^'^wix 
•wn uppUcadorj, have mere than at\{we.\ed tcv-^ ^^l'^^^:.- 
UiQnsjntbatpartkuhr ', and,I haNC i<;xfcts. Vo\s^\<^ 
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will anfwer even my wifties. All that remains for iStf 
then to v/ifli, to reconimen<l, to inculcate, to order, 
and to infill upon, is good-breeding ; without whlcli, 
all your other qualifications will be lame, unadorned, 
and, to a certain decree, unavailing. And here I fear, 
and have too much rcafon to believe, that you arc 
grcatlv deficient. The remainder of this letter, there^ 
lore, ihall be upon this fubjett. 

A friend of yours and mine has very juftly defined ; 
good-breeding to be, the refult of much good-fenfe, I 
fome good-nature, and a Httle felf-denial for the fale i 
of others, and with a view to obtain the fame indu)^;| 
gence from them. Taking this for granted (as IthidtJ 
it cannot be difputed) it is altcnifhing to me, thatanff 
body, who has good-fenfc and good nature (and I Ik- f 
h'evc you have both) can efilntially fail in gocd-brecd-f' 
ing. As to the modes of it, indeed, they vary accortf 
ing toperfons, places, and circumftances ; and are on-jF 
ly to be acquired by obfervation and experience} Wtff^ 
the fubftance of it is cvery-where and eternally tlrf- 
fan:e. Good manners arc, to particular fccietiallj 
what good morals arc to fociety in geneial : their cfcM' 
ment, and their fecurity. Andy as laws are enaflcff 
to enforce good morals, or at lead to prevent the iHrfJ"^ 
fefts of bad ones, fo there are certain rules of civilMr 
ty, univerfally implied ^nd received, to enforce godjf 
■ manners, and punifli bad ones. And indeed tndjff 
feemstome to be lefs difference, both between thfcj 
crimes and punifhments, than at firft one woiiljf 
imagine. The immoral man, who invades anothef^S 
property, is juftly hanged for it ; and the ill-bred maa J 
who by his ill manners invadcb and difturbs the quixl 
and comforts of private life, is by common confentflB 
juftly baniflied fociety. Mutual complaifance, atteijfl 
tion and facrifices of little conveniences, are asnlM 
tural an implied compa<^t between civilifed people^ ad 
proteftion and obedience are between kings and fob- j 
jefts : whoever, in either cafe, violates that compa^i-l 
JuflJjr forfeits ajl advanta^^es -atifing from it. For mf J 
own part, I really think, t\v«\t, ivc^x.^ va ^<&. c.^\v^c.vqu^1 
Jlfcfs of doiug a good action, tViVxX. ot ^ovci^^wSl^w.; 
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is die mod pleafing : and the epithet which I fhould 
covet the moR. v^xt to tliat of Ariftidts, would bs that 
of weli-brcd. Thus mach for good-bretdmg in genearl ; 
I will now coAifJdcr fomc of tlie various modes and 
degrees of it. 

very few, fcarcely any, are wanting in the refpefl: 
yhich they fhould (how to thole whom they acknow- 
ledge to be infinitely their fuperiors ; fuch as crowned 
heads, princes, and pubHc perfons of diilinguiihed and 
eminent pods. It is the manner of fhowing that ref- 
pcft which is diftcrent. The man of falhion, and of 
the world, exprefles it in its fulleft extent ; but natu- 
taUy» eafily, and witliout concern: whereas a man, 
.who is not ufed to keep good company, exprefles it 
awkwardly ; one fees that he is not ufed to it, and 
Aat it cofts him a great deal ; but I never faw the 
Word bred- man livmg, guilty of lolling, whittling, 
fcratching his head, and fuch-like indecencies, in com- 
pany that he rcfpet?ced. In fuch companies, therefore, 
the only point to be attended to is, to fcow that refpefl:, 
•'Which every, bociy means to lliow, in an eafy, unem- 
barraiTedj and graceful manner. 'This i« what obfer- 
!^ation and experience mutt teach you. 

In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make 
part of tliem, is, for the lime at Jeatt, fuppofed to be 
%ipon a footing of equality with the reft ; and, confe- 
^uently, as there is no one principal objeft of awe and 
Jnefpeft, people are apt to take a greater latitude in 
•their behaviour, and to be lefs upon their guard ; and 
■fo they may, provided it be within certam bounds, 
which are upon no occafion to be tranfgrefled. But, 
•Upon thefe occafions, though no one is entitled to dif- 
iinguifhed marks of refytckf every one claims, and very 
ju(lly, every mark of civility and good-breeding. Eafc 
IS allowed, but careleflhefs and negligence are ftridlly 
forbidden. If a man accofts you, and talks to you ev* 
■cr fo dully or frivcloufly, it Is worfe than rudenefs, k 
is brutality, to fhow him, by a manifeft inattention to 
what he fays, that you think him a fool or a blockhead* 
and not worth hearing. It is much more fo with rc- 
{;ard to.womca i who of whatevci T;x\ik x]b.t^ ^.x^^ 'Vl 
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ifntitled, in coiifuieration of their fex, not only to an 
tentive, but an olFicious good- breeding from m 
Their little Wiuits, likings, diflikes, preferences, ani 
athies, fancies, whims, and even impertinences, m 
be officioufly attended to, flattered, and, if pdE 
guefTed at and anticipated, by a well-bred man. "S 
niuft never ufurp to yourfelt thofe conveniences, s 
mgremens which are of common right ; fuch as the I 
places, the beft dirties, &c ; bft^ on the contrary, 
ways decline them yourfelf, and oflTer them to otnei 
who, in their turns, will offer them to you : fo tl 
upon the wliole, you will, in your turn, enjoy y< 
(hare of the common right. It would be endlefs 
me to enumerate all the particular inllances in wh 
a well-bred man (hows his good-breeding in gooJco 
pany \ and it would be injurious to you to fuppc 
that your own good-fenfe will not pomt them out 
you ; and then your own good-nature will reco 
mend, and your felf-intereft enforce the pradlice. 

There is a third fort of gocd-brecding, in^ which p( 
pie are the mod apt to fail, from a very miftaken i: 
tion that they cannot fail at all — I mean, with rega 
to one's moll familiar friends and acquaintances, 
thofe who really are our inferiors ; and there, undoul 
cdly, a greatt:r degree of eafe is not only allowed, b 
proper, and contributes much to the comforts of a pi 
vate, focial life. But that eafe and freedom w. 
their bounds too, which mud by no means be violate 
A certain degree of negligence and careleflfncfs h 
comes injurious and infulting, from tlie real or fu 

{>ofed inferiority of the perfons : and that delight! 
iberty of converfation among a few friends, is fo 
deftroyed, as liberty often has been, by being can! 
to licentioufnefs. But example explains things be 
and I will put a pretty ftrong cafe. Suppofc you a 
mc alone together \ I believe you will allow that I ha 
:1s good a right to unlimited freedom in your com] 
nj^ as eitlier you or I can poflibly have in any othc 
and I am apt to believe, too, tVvskX. ^ou ^c^xxld indul 
tnc in that freedom as iai 2^^ ;i.vq\io^'^ -wo^^. "^ 
BOtwithftanding th\&, Ao ^w vm^iva^i ^-axX tts 
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hink there were no bounds to that freedom ? I affurc 
rou, I ihould not think fo ; and I take myfelf to be as 
nuch tied down by a certain degree of good manners, 
o you, as by other degrees of them to other people. 
Were I to fliow you, by a manifeft inattention to what 
fou faid to me, that I was thinking of fomething elfe 
:he whole time ; were I to yawn extremely, fnore^ or 
Dreak-wind in your company, I fliould think that I bc- 
liaved myfelf to you like a beaft, and fliould not expedk 
:hat you would care to frequent ihc. No : the moft 
Familiar and intimate habitudes, conneciions, and 
friendlhips, require a degree of eood-br9eding, both to 
preferve and cement them. If ever a man and his 
Bidfe, who pafs nights as well as days together, abfo- 
.utely lay afide all good-breeding, their mtimacy will 
Toon degenerate into a coarfe familiarity, infallibly 
produftive of contempt or difguft. The bed of us 
aave our bad fides •, and it is as imprudent, as it is ill- 
bred, to exhibit them. I fhall certainly not ufe cere- 
mony with you 5 it would be mifplaced between us : 
but I (hall certainly obferve that degree of good-breed- 
ing with you, which is, in the firft place, decent, and 
which, I am fure, is abfolutely neceflary to make us 
like one a'.^other*s company long. 

I will fay no more, now, upon this important fubje£t 
of good-breeding ; upon which I have already dwelt 
too long, it nny be, for one letter ; and upon which I 
iliall frequently refreihvour memory hereafter : but I 
(hall conclude with thefe axioms : 

That the decpefl learning, without goed-breedingj 
is unwelcome and tirefome pedantry, and of ufe no 
where but in a man's own clofet ; ana confequently of 
no ufe at all. 

. That man, who is not perfe£lly well bred, is unfit 
for good company, and unwelcome in it ; will confe- 
quently diflike it foon, afterwards renounce it j and be 
reduced to folitude, or, what is worfe, to low and bad 
company. 

Tiiat a man,' who is not well bred^ is full as unfit 
fpv bufiaefs as for company. 
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LETfER LXXX. 

Of Styli ill Hunting.*. Advantages ef a good Styli.„Exa» 
of a bad Style, ..Cicero and ^intiliatm 

DEAR BOY9 London^ November the 1 

Jr>fVERY rational being (I take it for granted) f 
pofes to himfelf fome objeft more important than m 
refpiration, and obfcurc animal exifteiice. He de£ 
to diftinguifh hirtifelf among his fellow-creatures •, a 
alictti regotio intent us y praclari facinorisy out oirtis bona, 
motn qu4trit *. Csefar, when embarking in a ftorm, f* 
that it was not neceflary he fhould live ; but thai 
was abfolutely necefi'ary that he fhould get to the pi; 
to which he was going. And Pliny leaves manki 
this only alternative ; either of doing what deferves 
be written, or of writing what deferves to be re; 
As for thofc who do neither, ecrum ^itam mortemque Ju 
ittflumo \.qiteniam de utraque Jiletut \. You have, 1 i 
convinced, one or both of thefe obje6ls in view ; 1 
you muft know, and ufe the neccflary means, or y( 
purfuit will be vain and frivolous. In either cafe> 
fere eftprineifium etfons \ \ but it is by no means 
That knowledge muft be adorned, it mull have lul 
as well as weight, or it will be oftcner taken for k 
than for gold. Knowledge you have, and will han 
I am cafy upon that article. But my bufinols, asy< 
friend, is not to compliment you upon what you na 
but to tell you with freedom what you want \ an( 
muft tell you plainly, that I fear you want every th 
but knowledge. 

I liave written to you, fo often, of late, upon ga 
breeding, addrefs, les manieres liantes *, the graces, i 
that I (hall confine this letter to another fubjefb, pre 



mt « » 



* intent on fome obje£l, expedls fame from a 1^1 cut a^ion, or a 
«ral art. 
f i account their life and their death of equal importance, i 
Jfothlng is to be faid of either. 

/To be wife is the piinc»pa\ aDL^v\« lo\wtt» 
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near akin to them, and which, lam fure, you are full 
as deficient m — I mean, ftyle. 

Style is the drefji of thoughts ; and let them be ever 
fo juft, if your ftyle is homely, coarfe, and vulgar, they 
mil appear to as much difadvantage, and be as ill re- 
ceived, as your perfon, though ever fo well proportion- 
ed, would, if dreiTed in rags, dirt, and tatters. It is not 
every underftanding that can judge of matter j but eve- 
ry ear can and does judge, more or lefs, of ftyle : and 
were I either to fpeak or write to the public, I fhould 
preftr moderate matter, adorned with all the beauties 
and elegancies of ftyle, to the ftrongeft matter in the 
world, ill- worded, and ill-delivered. Your buGnefo is, 
negotiation abroad, and oratory in the Houfe of Com- 
Tnom at home. What figure can you make in either 
cafe, if yoiir ftyle be inelegant, I do not fay bad ? Ima^ 
Rinc yourfelf writing an office-letter to a fecretary of 
ihtc, which letter is to be read by the whole Cabinet 
Council, and, very poffibly, afterwards laid before Par- 
liament ; any one barbarifm, folecifm, or vulgarifm in 
It, would, in a very few days, circulate through the 
whole kingdom, to your difgrace and ridicule. For 
luftance, 1 will fuppofe you had written the following 
letter from the Hague, to the fecretary of ftate at Lon- 
don; and leave you to fuppofe the coufequencesof it- 

My Lord, 

I hatiy laft night, the honour of your lordfhip's letter, 
of the 24th ; and wiU/et about doing the orders contahi- 
cd thtrein ; and ifjo be that I can get that affair done 
by the next poft, I will not i2\\ for to give your lordfliip 
an account of it by next pcft, I have told the Frcncn 
minillcr, ^is/joiv, th-.t //'that affair be notfoon concluded, 
your lortlftiip would think it alllohgof kirn ; and that he 
muft have wQ^ttXtA Jor to have wrote to his court abo it 
it. I muft beg kave to put your Icrdfliip in mind as 
hotjo, that I am now full three quarters in arrear ; and 
if pi be that I do not very foon receive rrt ieaft one half 
year, I {hall cut a <very bad figure \ for this here placets 
\cry dear. I fluU be i;nfilj beholden to your lordlhip for 
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that there mark of your favour ; and fo I refty or remaiit. 
Yours, &c. 

You will tell me, poilibly, that this is a caricatura of 
an illiberal and inelegant ftyie : I will admit it ; but 
aflure you, ?t tao. fame time, that a difpatch with lefs 
than half thefe faults would blow you up for ever. It 
is ])y no nitans fuilicient to b'e free from faults, in 
fpeaking and writing : you muft do both corrcQly and 
elegantly. In faults of this kind, it is not tile xiptimui 
quimhiimu urgetur *. But he is unpardonable who hw 
any at all, bcj:iufe it is his own fault. He need only 
attend to, obfcrve, and imitate the bed authors. 

It is a very true faying, that a man mull be born t 
poet, but t}>atie can make himfelf an orator •, and the 
very firft principle of an orator is, to fpcak his own 
language particularly, with the utmoft purity and ele- 
gance. A man will be forgiven, even great errors, ia 
a foreign language ; but in his own, even the leaft flips 
arc juftly laid hold of and ridiculed. 

A perfon of the Houfe of Commons, fpeaking> twO 
years ago, upon naval affairs, afferted, that v/e had then 
the fjneft mw^ upcn the face cf th^ yearth. This hapj^ 
mixture of blunder and vulgarifm, you may cafily utf* 
agine, was matter of immediate ridicule ; but, I can 
aflure you, that it continues fo ftill, and will be re- 
membered as long as he lives and fpeaks. Anothcfi 
fpeaking in defence of a gentleman, upon whom "^ 
cenfure was moved, happily faid, that lie thought th^ 
gentleman was more liable to be thanked and reward- 
ed, than cenfured. You know, I prefuane, that U$fm 
can never be ufed ina good fenfe. .- , 

You have with you tnree or four of the beft Eaid"?' 
authors — Dryden, Atterbury, and Swift; read thcift 
with the utmoft care, and with a particular view to 
their language; and they may polhbly correfl: that 
curious infelicity of diftion, which )ou acquired * 
Weftminlter. Mr. Harte excepts d, 1 will admit that 
vou have met with very few Kn^lilli abroad, ^J^ 
could improve your llyle •, :vnc\ >«\v\\ luauy, I ilare f^Y' 



* The beft w\\o cottvrvv\xs \t>NO\ iviV... 
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trlio fpcak as ill as yourfelf, and it may be worfe ; you 
nufl: therefore take the more pains, and confult your 
lathors, and Mr. Hartc, the more. I need not tell yoi» 
low attentive the Romans and Greeks, particularly the 
Athenian^) were to this objecl. It is • alio z itudy 
among the Italians and the French, witnefs their rel- 

Eftive academies and dictionaries, for improving and 
«ng their language. To our Ihame be itfpoken, it 
ii lefs attended to here than in any polite country ; but 
that is no reafon why you fhould not attend to it ; on 
the contrary, it will diftinguifh you the more* Cicero 
lays, very truly, that it is glorious to excel •ther mea 
in that very article, in which men excel brutes— 

Conftant experience has fhown me, that great pu- 
rity and elegance of ftyle, with a graceful elocution^ 
cover a multitude of faults, in either a fpeaker or a. 
writer. For my own part, I confefs (and*I believe 
ffioft people are of my mmd) that if a fpeaker ihould 
ttagracefuUy mutter and ftammer out to me the fenfe 
of an angels deformed by barbarifms and folecifms, of 
hrded with vulgarifms, he fliould never fpcak to me a 
iecond time if fcould help it. 

You have read Quintilian — the beft book in tEc 
world to form an orator : pray read Cicero De Ora^ 
iir#— the beft book in the world to finifli one. TranC- 
late and re-tranflate, from and to Latin, Greek, and 
Englifh ; make yourfelf a pure and elegant Engliik 
ijlc ; it requires nothing but application. I do not 
Knd that God has made you a poet y and I am ver]f 
glad that he has not ; therefore make yourfelf an ora- 
8or, which you may do. Though. I ftill call you boy, 
[ confider 70a no longer as fuoi ; and when I refleti 
ipon the prodigious quantity of manure that has beeti^ 
aid upon you, I expc£l you fhould produce more 
It eighteen, than uncultivated foils do at df^^^aaad^ 
EHcenty^ 



S.a 
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LE^n^ER LXXKl. 

Ohfervations on Mtnim iJeneral.^.Eloquencc.The Elcquence tf 

Fopular JJfemblies . . Jbx ample s , 

DEAR BOY, London, De^L ember the 5tk« 

Jl HOSE who fuppofc, that men in general aft ra- 
tionally, becaufe they are called rational crearuresi 
know very little of the world ; ana if they zck them- 
felves upon that fuppofition, will, nine times in ten, 
find thcmfelves grofsly miflaken. That man is, auimd j 
^ifesf implume, rtfible, * 1 entirely agree \ but for the r*- .1 
titmalty f I can only allow it him in ^Siu primo \ (to talk 1 
logic) and feldom in a£^u ficundo. § Thus, the fptcula- j 
tive, cloiflered pedant, in his Iblitiiry cell, forms iyftems 
of things as they fliould be, not as they are \ and 
writes as deciiivciy and uhAiif'ly upon war, politics^ ; 
manners, and charaftcrs, as chat pedant talked, who i 
was fo kind as to indruci Hannibal in the art of war. \ 
Such clofet politicians never fail to allign the decpeft 
motives for the moll trifling a£lions, inltead of otten j 
ascribing the grenteft a£tions to the molt trifling. cavrfesi I 
in which thev would be much feldomer niiftakeo. '\ 
They icul and write of kini^s, heroes, and ilatefmem 
as never doing ary thing but upon the deepeft prin-, 
ciples of ftund policy. Diit thoie who fee and ob-1 
ferve kings, hero'^s, and ftvuefmea, diicover th?.t thejf !! 
have head-achs, iiuligelticiis, humours, and pat,,] 
fions, jufl: like other people •, every one of whicbj in 
their turns, determines tneir wiilc;, in defiance or thcif 
reafon. Had we only read in the life of Alexander 
thf*t hebjirnt PerfcDolis, it would doubtlefs have becft 1 
accounted for from deep policy ; we fliculdhave been 
told, that his new concjucll: could not have been fecu* \ 
red without the deitruftion of tliat capital, which 
would have been the conilant feat of cabkls, confpira- 
cies, and revolts. But, "juckily, we are informed at the ^ 
fame time, that this bero, this demi-god, this fon and - 

* i^n api'mai biped, uikpiujcied, ftnvi \uv.Y\i\c^.v.oi^>i'^'-w« fi 

1 in Che. ijifiinflsuicc, ^ lnOwt It^Qw^ m«:T.*i>ft^ 
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Jupiter Amnion, happened to get extremely 
viih his w—e ; and, by way of irolic, deftroy- 
of the fincft cities in the world. Read men, 
re, yourfelf, not in books, but in nature. Adopt 
ms, but ftudv them yourfelf. Obferve^heir 
fles, their pillions, then* humours, all of which 
idcrftandings arc, nine times in ten, the dupes, 
II then know that they are to be gained, influ- 
3r led, much <5ftener by little things tlian by 
lies 5 and, confcqucully, you will no longer 
lofe things liitk, which tend to fuch great.pur* 

us apply this now to the particular objeft of 
ter y I mean, fpeaking in, and influencing po- 
afl?:mblies. The nature of our conftitution 
eloquence more ufeful and more neceflary, iti 
ntry, than in any other in Europe. A certain 
of good fenfe and knowledge is requifite fpr 

well as for every thing elfe ; but beyond that, 
ity of diction, the elegancy of flyle, the har- 
f periods, a pleafing elocution, and a graceful 
are the things which a public fpeaker iliould 
to the moil ; becaufe his audience certainly 
id underflands them the beft, or rather indeed 
ands little elfe. The late lord-chancellor Cow- 
•ength, as an orator, lay by no means in hia 
igs, for he often hazarded very weak ones ; but 
is the purity and elegancy of his ftyle, fuch the 
ty and charms of his elocution, and fuch the 
Inefs of his a£lion, that he never fpoke with- 
verfal applaufe : the ears and the eyes gave him 

hearts and underftandings of the audience. 

contrary, the late lord Tov/nlend always fpoke 
lly, with argument and knowledge, but never 
, Why ? His diftion was not only inelegant, 
juently ungrammatical, always vulgar ; his ca- 
falfcj his voice unharmonious, and his aftioix 
sful. Nobody heard him with patience ; and 
mg fellows ufed to joke upon K\m, ^iv^ \^"^t.'aX. 
curacies. The iate duke ot Atg^\e^ \5cio\5i'A\N^^ 
reafoner, was the xnoft plea6rv£ t^^^Jfi^^xV ^^' 
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kncv in my life. He charmed, he warmed, he forciblf 
ravifhed the auilience ; not by his matter' certainly, 
but by his manner of dehvermg it. A moft gcntod 
figure, :! graceful noble air, an harmonious ?oice,al 
elegancy (k Tt/l-, and a ftrength of emphafis, confpind 
to make him the moft aiFefting, perfuafive, and a| 
plauvied fpeakcr, I ever faw. I was captivated 
othv.'rs -, but when I came home, and cooly confi( 
^vlntlie had f:iid, (tripped of all thofe ornaments 
which he had dieiled it, I often found the matter flii 
fy, the arguments weak, and I was convinced of 
power of thofe adventitious concurring circumftam 
v/hich ignorance of mankind only caJls trifling oi 
Cicero, in his book De Oratsre^ in order to raife the 
nity of that proftfiion, of which he well knew hir 
to be at the head, ailerts, that a complete orator : 
be a complete every thing — lawver, philofopheri 
vine, &c. rhat would be extremefy well, if it wa^- 
fible \ but man's life is not long enough ; and I 
him to be the completed orator who fpeaks the 
upon that fubjedl which occurs j whofe happy cl 
ot words, whofe lively imagination, whofe elm 
and adlion, adorn and grace nis matter ; at the 
time that they excite the attention, and engage the 
fions of his audience. 

You will be of the Houfe of Commons as fooBJ 
you are of age ; and you muft firft make a 
there, if you would make a figure, or a fortuiife)* 
your country. This you can never do without 
corrc£lnefs and elegancy in your own languagCi^ 
you now feem to ncglcdt, and which you have em 
to learn. Fortunately for you> it is to oe learned. 
and obfervation ^K^ill do it ; but do not flatter yow 
tliat all the knowledge, fenfe, and reafoning in 
world, will ever make you a popular and applao 
fjpeakcri without the ornaments and the graces 
ftyle, elocution, and a£tion. Senfe and afgum 
though coarfely delivered, will haye tlietr weight 
private converiation, with two or tliree people] 
fenfe ; but in % public ^iffctcJaVj >Jwe^ ^ill ' 
aone^ If naked, aud did^iusft oi ^ \&f 



rOLTTE EDUCATION. ar3 

mentioned. Cardinal de Retz obferves, very 
that every numerous aflc^mbly, is a mob influen-* 
f their pafiions, bu'Mours, and atFed ions, which 
ig but eloquence ever did, or ever can engage, 
s fo important a coaiideration for every boiy in 
ountry, and more particulirly for you, that I 
Uy recommend it to your n^oit ferious care and 
on. Mind your diftion, in whatever language 
ther write or fpeak ; contracl a Labit of correct- 
md elegance j confider your iiyle, even in the 
:onverfition, and movt rami liar letters. After, 
I, if not before you have faid a thing, reflecEl: if 
»uld not have faid it better. Where you doubt 
propriety or elegancy of a word or phrafe, con- , 
me good dea4 or hvine authority in that ]an« 
Ufe yourfelf to traniiate, from various lan- 
;, into Englifh : correal thofe tranflations till 
itisfy your ear, as well as your undeftandine. 
e convinced of this truth, 1 hat the beft fenTc 
afon in the world will be its unwelcome in a pub« 
mbly, without thcfc ornaments, ad they will in 
companies, without the afliilance of manners 
litencfk. — Adieu 1 



^ 



LETTER LXXXn. 

•B/iJi of Style continued, »,Parliauientafy Sftaliftg.*, 
Ciuro's Definition of an Orator^ confuted^ 
B'}Yj , LonuoHj December the 9tll4 

now above forty years fince I have never fpo- 
>r written one fingle word, without giving my- 

Icaft one moment's time to confider whether it 
good one or a bad one, and whether I could not 
It a better in its place. An unharmonious and 
1 period, at this time, fliocks my ears \ and I, 
[ tRereftof the world, will willingly exchange, 
ve up fome degree of rough fcnie, for a good 
; of pleafing found. I will frec\y 1lV^CL Vc\i\^ o>»j\x 
tWJ'uiput cither vanity or falfc movic^^^ ^'^'^- 
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wliatcvci reputation I have acquired, as a ipeak' 
jr.OiC owing to my conltant attention to my di 
tli.ui to nay mutter, which was neceflarily juft the 
as ot'licr jj.'oplc's. When you come into parlia 
your reputation as a fpeaker will depend much 
upon your words, and your periods, than upon tl 
jccl. The fame matter occurs equally to every b 
com.non-fenfe, upon the fame queftion ; tiie d 
it well IS wliat excites the attention and admira 
the audience. 

It i:i in p irliamcnt that I have fet my heart 
ycur making- a figure : it is there thatl want t' 
you juftly pre. ud of yourfelf, and to make n« 
)>roud of ) .»i.i. This means that you rauft be 
Iptaktrr tl^ere : I ufe the word mufty becaufel knc 
may if you will. The vulvar, who are always 
ktn, look upo!i a fpeakcr and a comet with th 
ailoniihment and admiration, taking them b< 
pra:tcrnaiural phxuomena. This error difcc 
.many vcung men from attempting that characlei 
good, fpcakers are willing to have their talent con 
as fometliing very extraordinary, if not a pecul 
of God to his elecl. But let you and I analy 
Cmplify this good fpeakcr ; let us (trip him oJ 
adventitious plumes, with which his own pri( 
the ignorance of others have decked him \ and v 
find the true definition of him to be no moi 
this — A man of good common fenfe, who i 
juftly, and exprcHcs himfelf elegantly on that 1 
up(;n which he fpeulis. There is, fuvely, wo wit< 
in this. A man of fenfe, without a fuperic 
aftonilhing dtgrzc of parts, will not talk nonfei 
on any fuljjctt: ; nor will he, if he has the leal 
or application, talk inelegantly. What then d 




houfc, and to four hundred people, that opinioi 

a giwtw fubjctl:, which he would make no diific 

//jcating in any houfe \\\ tv\^:L\\d,\ciuv\d the fin 

tuble/to any fourieeupcoijiVc Wu^xivit^^t-A^xxsx' 
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ipS| and feverer critics of what he fays, than any 
:een gentlemen of the houfc of commons. 
lave ^oken frequently in parliament, and not al- 
without fome applaufe ; and therefore, I can af- 
^ou, from my experience, that there is very little 

The elegancy of the ftyle, and the turn of the 
ds, make the chief impreifion upon the hearers, 
them but one or two round and harmonious pe- 
in a fpeech, which they will retain and repeat, 
hey will go home as well fatisfied as people do 
an opera, humming all the way one or two fa- 
te tunes that have (truck their ears and were eafi* 
Light. Moft people have ears, but few have jud^- 
; tickle thofe ears, and, depend u<pon it, you will 
their judgments, fuch as they are. 
:eTO, confcious that he was at the top of his pro- 
a (for in his time eloqwcnce was a profeflion) in 
to fct himfelf off, defines, in his treatife De Orw- 
in orator to be fuch a man as never was, or never 
ic ; and by this fallacious argument, fays, that he 
know every art and fcience whatfoever, or how 
he fpeak upon them i But with fubmiflion to fo 
an authority, my definition of an oi-ator is ex- 
dy different from, and I believe much truer than 
i call that man an orator, who reafons juftly, 
•xprcffes himfelf elegantly upon w^hatever uibjetl 
eats. Problems in geometry, equations in algebra, 
^fies in chcmiftry, and experiments in anatomy, 
never, that I have hei:rd of, the objects of elo- 
1^ ; and therefore, I humbly conceive, that a man 
rbe a very fine fpcaker, and yet know nothing of 
Iptry, algebra, chemiftry, or anatomy. The fub- 
[jf all parliamentary debates, are fubjedls of com- 
"ibfe fingly. 

18 I write, whatever occurs to me, that I think 
ntribute either to form or inform you. May 
mr not be in vain ! and it will not, if you w'vCV 
jlfiive half the concern for yourfelf, tlval I Wn^ i* 



tr<j ELEMENTS OF A 

LETrER LXXXIIL 

Th SuhjtSi cf EloquenQS continued,. ,L9rd BdinghrA 

Hilary, 

PXAR BOT» LoDilon, December th 

1 ^ORD Clarendon, in his Hiftory, fays of Mr. 
Hampden, that he hud a head to contrive, a tonj 
perfiiadc, and a hand to execute any mifchief. 
not now enter into the juftnefs of this charadlcr i 
Hampden, to whofe brave (land againfl the illq 
mand of fnip-money we owe our prefent libertie 
I mention it to you as the charafier, which, wi 
alteration of one fingle word, ^W, inftead of* 
I would have you afpire to, and ufe your utmc 
deavors to deferve. The head to contrive, Goc 
to a certain degree, have given you ; but it is i 
own power ert-atly to improve it, by ftudy, o 
tion, and reiTeftion. As for the tongue to perji 
wholly depends upon yourfelf ; and without it t 
head will contrive to very little pui*pofe. 'I'he 1 
execute, depends likewife, in my opinion, in s 
meafurc upon yourfelf. Serious reileftion will 
give courage in a good caul'e ; and the courage 
from rc!lediio?iisof a much fupcrior nature to 
imal and coMllitutional courage of a foot-foldier. 
former is fteady and unihaken, where the ngJut 
nus <i'indice \ the latter is oftcner improperly thai 
crly excrtedj but always brutally. 

The fecon^ member of my text (to fpeak ecc. 
Cally) fliall be the fubjcft of my following difi 
tht tongue to perjuade, — As judicious preachers 
mend thofe virtues, which they think their fevi 
diences want the moil \ fuch as truth and cont 
Bt court 'j difintereftednefsj in the city ; and fc 
in the country. 

Youmuft certainly, in the courfc of your lit 
pcricnce, have felt the dvffiTctit effefts of elcga 

siccon you m a ftammantv^ oi\v€&x.'a.'Cm'^XMcKw 
If JO tuneful voice, w\lVk ta\!fea^c^tvx&^^^^^« 
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Kling and blundering through folccifms, barbarifms, 
and vulgarifms ; mifplacing even their bad words, and 
uiTerting all method ? Does not this prejudice yon 
sigainft their matter, be it what it will j nay, even 
againil their perfons ? I am fure it does me. On the 
other hand, do you not feel yourfelf inclined, prepof- 
feflbd, nay, even engaged in favour of thofe who ad- 
idrel's you in the direct contrary manner ? The cfieftf 
of a correft and adorned ftyle, of method and perfpi*. 
caity, are incredible towards perfuafion ; they often 
fupplv the want of reafon and argument ; but, when 
soled in the fupport o^ reafon and argument, they arc 
irrcfiftible. If you have the leaft defeft in your elocu* 
lion, take the utmoft care and pains to corred; it. Do 
not ncgled your (lyle, whatever language you fpeak in, 
or whomfoever you fpeak to, were it your footman, 
Bcek alA'ays for the beft words and the happieft ex- 

Ereirions you can find. Do not content yourfelf with 
eirjg barely underflood ; but adorn your thoughts* 
ind drefs them as you would your perfbn ; wnichy 
however well proportioned it might be, it would be 
rery improper and indecent to exhibit naked^ or even 
hrorfe drtiled than people of your fort are. 
r I have fent you, in a packet which your Leipfig ac^ 
huaintancc, Duval, fends to his corrcfpondent at Rome, 
Lord iiolingbroke's book f, which he publilhed about 
a year ii^o. I defire that you will read it over and ovet 
again, with piirticular attention to the ftyle, and to all 
ifiofe beauties of oratory witli which it is adorned. 
Till I ret. I that book, I confcfs I did not know all the 
extent and powers of the Englifh language. Lord Bo- 
Bngbrokc has both a tongue and a pen to perfuade^ 
bis manner of fpeaking in private coiiverfation^is full 
IS elegant asliis writiri^rs ; wbc^tever fubie£l: he either 
fipeaks or writeii upon, lie adorns it with the moft Iplen- 
fid eiocjuence — not a ftudied or laboured eloquence, 
sut fuchu flowing hnppinefs ofc diction, which (from 
rare perhaps at firft) is become fo habitual to him, that 
5vcn his moft fannliar converfation, if taken dcwn in 
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writ ing, would bear the prefs, without tlic Icaft cor- 
rcdion either as to method or ilylc. If his corvduft 
had been equal to all his natural and acquired talentii 
he would moft juftly have merited the epithet of alt 
accompliihed. 

fiut lie has been a moft. mortifying inftance of ic 
violence of human paiEonSj aiid of the weaknefsof Ae 
moft exalted human rcafon. His virtues and hisvice%i 
his reafon and his painons^ did not blend themlelvesbf 
a gradation of tints^ but formed a fliuiing and fudda 
contraft. 

Here the darkcft, there the moft fplendid cdoui^i 
and both rendered. more fnining from their proximil|i1 
Impetuofity, excefs, and ahr.oft extravagancy, char*] 
aftcrifcd not only his palFions, but even his fenfctl 
Hh youth was diftinguiflicd by all ti.c tumult and lloi 
of picafuTCS, in which he molt liccntiouily triumphct 
difdaining all decorum. . His fine imajjination has 
ten been heated, and exhaufted with his body, in c( 
brating and deifying the prollitutc of tlic night •, ai 
his convivial joys were piiflied to all the extravaean 
of frantic Baccharuils. Thofe padions were mtci" 
ruptcd but by a ilrongcr, ambition, '["he forn^er if 
paired both his conllitution and his characler, but t 
latter deftroyed both his fortune and his reputation. 

He l*.s noble ami generous fentiments, rather tl 
fixed reflcdicd prmciplcs of good-nature and frici 
fliip ; but they are more violent than lalling, and fu( 
denly and often varied to their oppofite extremes, wiAj 
regard even to the fame perfons. He receives thej 
common attentions of civility as obligations, which ' 
returns with intereft ; and refents wiih paihon 1 
little inadvertencies of human nature, which he repayi] 
with intereft too- Even a diiference of opinion ui 
a philofophical fubje£l, would provoke, and prove 
. no practical philoK)phen at leait. I 

Notwithftanding thdKiTipation of his youth, and the] 
tumultuous agitation of his middle age, he has an it^ 
Unite fund of various kwowled^e^ which, from the] 
cleared and quickeft coi\cepUon,^Tv<JL\\v^^\^^ Tr«,txMi<L 
^f that: evqi: inaa was bkucd vi\x\\, V«t -^^vj^cwcw 
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3Ut him. It is his pocket-money, and he never ha» 
::afion to draw upon a book for any fum. He excels 
)re particularly in hiftory, as his hiitorical work* 
tiiily prove. The relative political and commercial 
erelts of every country in Europe, particularly of his 
n, are better known to him tnan, perhaps, to any 
m in it ; but how fteadily he has puriued the latter^ 
his public condu6l, his enemies, of all parties and 
lommations, tell with joy. 

He engaged yojng, and diftinguifhed himfelf in 
inefs ; and his penetration was almoit intuition. I 
old enough to have heard him fpcak in parliament* 
d I remember, that, though prejudiced againft him 
party, I felt all the force and charms of his elo- 
:nce. Like Belial, in .V;ilton, ^< he made the worfe 
ppear the better caufe." All the internal and ex 
lal advantages and talents of an orator are undoubt* 
J his. Figure, voice, elocution, knowledge \ and, 
ve all, the pureft and moit florid diftion, with ther 
eft metaphors, and happieft images, had raifed him 
the poft of fecretriry at war, at four-and- twenty 
rs old — an age at which others are hardly thought 
or tl\e fmalleft employments. 
ic had a very handfonie perfon, withamoft en- 
ing iiddrcfb in his air and manners ; he has all the 
nity and good-breeding wluch a man of quality 
ukl or Crin have, and which fo few, in this country 
eafi:, rcaliv Lave. 

!3pon the whole of this extraordinary man, what 
, we fay, but alas, poor human-nature ! 



LEriER LXXXIV. 

frai Obfervatioi.s on Human CharaSiers^^Amhttton and 
fvarice,. Cur^inul Mazarin..^(^riiinai Richelieu, tffc. 

tAi BOY, Xondon« December the iglhm 

HE knowledge of mankind is a vet^ ufe^vAVw^vV 
r for every body ; a moll neceffarY oxv^ tox:^^ov 
are dtitined to an adlive, public iii<i* "^oxx^ 
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have to do with a^l forts of charaftcrs ; you fliould, 
therefore, know tliem thoroughly, in order to munagc 
them ably. This knowledge is not to be gotten fyfteoi- 
atically ; you nsull acquire it yourlllf, by your own 
ubfervation and faixacity : I will give you fuen hints a 
I think" may hz uleful land-marks in your intended 
progrefs. 

1 have often told you (and it is mofl: true)t};at, wiik 
regard to mankind, we mud not draw gtnt.ral conclu- 
Cons from certain particular principles, though, in tliC 
main, true ones. \Ve muft not fuppofe, tliat, becaaii 
a man is a rational r.nimal, he vvili therefore att racioa- 
ally *, or becaufo he has fueli or fuc^ a predominanl 
paifion, that he will act invariably and confequcmiallj 
m the purfuit of it. No : we are complicated mfc 
chines ; and though we have one main fpring, t 
gives motion to the whole, we have an infinity of lii 
wheels, which, in their turns, retard, precipitate, s 
fometimes flop that motion. Let us exemplify : I wO 
fuppole ambition to be (as it commonly is) the predo] 
inaiit paflion of a minifter of Hate ; and I will fup 
thiit minifter to be an able one. Will he, therei 
invariably purfue the object of that predominant p 
fion ? may I be fure that he will do (o and fo, becai 
he ought ? Nothing lefs. Sicknefs, or low fpirits, " 
damp this predominant paflion ; humour and pee 
iiefs may triumph over it ; inferior Fpaflions may, 
times, furprife it, and prevail. Is this ambitious ftai 
man amorous i Indifcreet and unguarded confiden 
made in tender moments, to his wife or his mifti 
'may defeat all his fchemes. Is he avaricious ? JSoflj 
great lucrative obje£t, fuddenly prefenting ir.felf, ixri 
unravel all the work of his ambition. Is he paffionaic 
Contradiction and provocation (fornetimes, it may I 
too, artfully intended) may extort raih and inconud( 
ate expreflions, or aftJMs, deftru^livc cf his main o 
je£t. Is he vain, and open to liattery ? An artful, flaj 
tering favourite may mi{lead him j and even lazinH 
iway, at certain moments, m^VeVvKv Vvt'^J.^^^G. or on 

the neceflary llep$ to tl\^VKCA^vt'iX\^\\\<:\iVi'^'«^'^ 

trrivc-. 
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There arc two inconfiftent paffions, which, however^ 
equently accompany each other. I mean ambition 
id avarice : the latter is often the triie caufe of the 
>rmcr ; and then it is the predominant paflion. It 
:ems to have been fo in Cardinal Mazarin ; who did 
ly thing, fubmitted to any thing, and forgave any 
ling for the fake of plunder. He loved and courted 
owcr like an ufurer, becaufe it carried profit along 
^ith it. Whoever (hould have formed his opinion, or 
iken his meafures, fnigly from the ambitious part of 
Cardinal Mazarm's charafter, would have found hiir^ 
If often miflakcn. Some, who had found this out;^ 
ade their fortunes by letting him cheat them at play.^ 
fl the contrary, cardmal Richelieu's prevailmg paflion. 
cms to have b-'en ambition ; and his immenie riches^ 
ily the natural confequenees of that ambition gratifi-* 
; : and yet, I make no doubt, but that ambition had 
iw and then its turn with the former, and avarice 
ith the latter. Richelieu ^by the way) is fo ftrong a 
oof of the inconfiftcncy of numan nature, that I cau- 
t help obferving to you, that, while he abfolutely 
►verned both his king and his country, and was, in a 
eat degree, the arbiter of the fate ot all Europe, he 
18 more jealous of the great reputation of Corneille, 
an of the power of Spain ; and more flattered witlv 
ing thought (what he was not) the beft poet,- than 
ith oeing thought (what he certainly was)^thegreateft 
itefman in Europe ; and affairs ftood ftill, while he 
as concerting the criticifm upon the CiV Could one 
link this poflibl^, if one did not know it to be true ? 
bough men are all of one compofition, the feveral in- 
ttdients are fo differently proportioned in each indi— 
dual| that no two are exaftly alike •, and no one, at 
I times like himfelf. The ablefl man will, fbmetimes„ 
> weak things ; the proudeft man, mean things ; the 
taeftcit man, ill thmgs ; and the wickedefl man,, 
K)d ones. Study individuals? then ; and if you take 
I you ought to do) their outlines from their prevail- 
g pailion, fufpend your laft fini{hmj &.xo\Le%^ V^ ^^>ai.. 
fe attended to, and dffcoveired the oipei;jUotvs oi^€vj 
SWOT p»ISqds^ appetites, and Iwixnoux** K w«d; 
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general cliaraflier may be that of the honeflcit manoB 
the world : do not difpiite it ; you might be thought 
envious or ill-natured : but, at the fame time, do not 
take this probity upon truft, to fuch a degree as to put 

Jour life, fortune, or reputation in Lis power. Ihis 
onefl man may happen to be your rival in poAxr, in 
intereftj or in love — three pafiions that often nut hon- 
cfty to moft fevcre trials, in which it is too oit.*n cift: 
but firfl analyfe this honcil man yourfcif ^ and theui 
only, you will be able to judge, how far you may, or 
may not, witli fafcty trult him. 

&Iankind will fooncr forgive an injury than an irifulL 
Some men are more captious than others *, fome aie^ 
always wroug-headcd ; bat every nan living has fuA 
ai iliare of vanity, as to be hurt by marks of flight andv 
contempt. Every mwn does r.ot pretend to be a poct» 
a matlieniatician, or a llatefnvan, and confidered ai 
fuch J but every man pretends to coaimon-fcnfe, and 
to fill his place in the world with a^mmon decency; 
and, confequently, does not eafny forjrive thofe negli-.' 
genccs, inattentions, and flights, which fcem to call in 
queilion, or utterly deny him both thcfe prctenfionSi 
Sufpcfl, in g;:neral, lliofc who remarkably aiftcl 
any one virtue •, who raife it above all others, and who 
in a manner, iiitiniict.^ that they pofl^fs it c'xehi(ivcl]| 
I fay fufpecl them ; for they are coi anion !y impoltow. 
but do not be fure that jhey are always fo ; for I h» 
fbnietimcs known bluiterers rrally brave, reformers 
manners really honelt, and prudes re.^.lly chaftc. 1 
into the rci:efics of tlieir hearts youifclf, as far as j 
ari able, and nover implicitly adopt a tharai^er u] 
common fame ; wlucb, thoujih grncially right as 
the great outliiiiis of characters, is. always wrong 
fome particulars. 

lie upon your guard againft thofe, who, upon 
flight acquaintan^je, obtrude their una iked and un 
ited friendiliip and confidence upon you ; for tfai 
probahly cram you with them only for their own t 
w^ : tat, at the finie tWvC.dorisitxou^hly reje£l tb 
upon tlidt gitncral (uppctuow. Y.v^.\\\v\\\^ Wx^^iv ' 
ibc wlictlidr tliofo ua-:x8CcX:'iottit6'^^\^ ^tsi^ 



POLrrE EDTJCA^nON. 2ts 

Fieart and a filly head, or from a defigninjT head and a 
cold heart ; for knavery and folly have often the fame 
fymptoms. 

Ihere is an incontinency of friendiliip among young" 
fellows, who are airociatcd by tlicir mutual pleafures 
only ; which has, very fre<5|ucntiy, bad confcquences. 
Bear your part in young companies ; nay, excel, if you 
can, in all the fociul -and convivial joy and feftivity 
that become youth. Truft them with your love-tales, 
if you plcafe ; but keep your fcrious views fecret. 
Truft tliofe only to fome tn^d friend, mortf experien- 
ced than yourfeif, and v/ho, being in a ditferent walk 
ef life from you, is not likely to become your rival j for 
I would not advife you to depend fo much upon the 
Iieroic virtue pf mankind, as to hope, or believe, that 
^ur competitor will ever be your friend, as to the ob- 
y€t of that competition. 



[ 
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VtfiJ^ 9/ thcltjjir Virtues. ..Ca^B and Cajar..^^ht Prmd 

Man andtht Fedant, 



BtAR BOY, 



:"\jrREAT talents, and great virtues (if you flio'uld 

Save them) will procure -you the refpect and the admi- 

tation of mankind j but it is the leiler talents, the leni." 

^t virtutesy which mult procure you their love and af- 

. fcdion. The former, unalTifted and unadorned by the 

fcttcr, will extort praife ; but will, at the fame time,ex- 

fiteboth fear and envy ; two fentimcnts absolutely ia- 

Compatible with love and aftedllon. 

^ Gefar had all the gieat vices, and Cato all the great 

firtues, that men could have. i3ut Cjefar had the UnU 

mts virtutesy which Cato wanted ; and which made hun 

fccioved even by his enemies, and gained him the hearts 

nf majikind, in fpight of their reafon 5 while Cato was 

JWt even beloved by his friends, ilotwithftanding the 

eftecfi and refpecb which they could not refufe to hi^ 

fittues \ and I am apt to thixucj.thati£C3:fat h«s.<i^;i3^x.-^ 



i 



cd, and Cato poiTefibd, thofe Imiores viriutes^ the fo 
would not have attempted (at lv*aft with fuccefs) 
the latter could have pvottrQed the libenies of R 
Mr. Addifop, m his Cato, fays of Caefar (and I be 
witli truth) 

Curfc or his virtues, they*vc undone his country* 

By which ht means, thofe lefler, but engaging Yii 
oi gcnth nefs, ati'ability, complaifance, and goo< 
mour. The knowledge of a icholar, the courage 
hero, and the virtue of a ftoic, will be admncd ; 
if the knowledge be accompanied with arrogance 
courage with rji'ocity, and the virtue with inflt! 
feverity, the man wiil never be love d. The heroil 
Charles XII. of Sweden (if his brutal courage del 
that name) was univerf illy admired, but tlie m; 
where belover. Wb' reas Henry IV. of France, 
had full as \\\\x<\\ courai^e, and was much longe 
gag d in \v.:rs, was gtiieruLly bdovv^d upon accou: 
his leill-r and fov;ial vjviu;;s. We are all fo foi 
that our underity^ndin.gs are generally the dupes o 
hearts, that ii?, oi c;ur paiiions 5 and the fureft w 
the former is through ihe latter, which muft b 
gaged by the Uniores 'jirtities alonc,and the maimen 
crting them, ilu: iiir(,hnt livillty of a proud mani 
exampi:) if pofiiDi;.*, more ihucking than his rud 
couM be \ becaulV. lie fliows you, by his manner 
he thinks it mere coiuiefcenfion in ijim j and th 
goodnefs alone bedows upon you what you hai 
pretence to claim. He intimates his protection, ir 
of his friendfhip, by a gracious noJ, uiilcad of an 
bow ; and rather fignifies iiis content tliat you 
thnn his invitation that you fhould fit^ walk, e 
dri'ik wkh him. 

TJie coftive liberality of a purfe-proud man ii 

the diftrefles it fometimes relieves ; he takes, ca 

make you feel your own misfortunes, and the diffe 

between Your lituation and his ; both which he i 

nates to be juitly merited : yours, by your folly 5 

by his wifdom* The aLTtog,AT\x. ^"Aatvx. <3tf^v T\ot i 

municsLte, but promulgates \v\?» \iiA\o^V.^^* "^As 

not gfvc it you, but be \xi2i£t^ \x.>x^xv y^w V ■»? 
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K)flible) more defirous to fliow you your own igno- 
rance^ th^n his own learning. Such manners as thcfe, 
act only in the particular in (lances which I have men- 
tioned, but likcwife in all others, ihock and revolt that 
little pride and vanity, which every man has in his 
heart j and obliterate in us the obligat'on for tiie fa- 
four conferred, by reminding us of the motive 
which produced, and the manner which accompanied 
it. 

Thefe faults point out their oppofite perfections, 
and your own good fenfe will natuially fuggcil them 
lo you. — Adieu ! 



|ta 
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tisfpeS fir Religion r£commtndled,„IneltgidUf and immoral 
IVriten cenfurid,».Strid morals and Rehgion equally necejfarf 
to Condudl and Charader, . . The infamous Chart res* . ^Anecdcti 
§f bim**'' Lying,,, Dignity of Cbaracier. 
DSAft BOT, LvS^lcCj January the 8tk* 

ijL HAVE feldom or never \^'Titten to you upon the 
iw}je£l: of religion and morality ; your own reafon, I 
• am perfuaded, has given you true notions of both 5 
'Aev Ipeak bed for ihemfeives ; but, if they wanted 
^Bltance, you have Mr. Harte at hand, both for pre- 
o^t and example. A few obfervations, however, I 
flull now offer upon the externalrelptCt which thcfc 
Oaportant objefts demand, and wlucii is equally necef- 
6ry >;tith that internal veneration which every rational 
J»an mull maintain for them in his heart. When I 
'peak of religion, 1 do not mean that you iliould talk or 
>ft like a miilionary, or an enthuiiail, iior that you 
ftould take up a ccaUrovciliril cudgel .'guinft whoever 
•ttacks tlie feci you are of j this v/oaJd be both ufeiefs, 
•^d unbecoming yoiir .igc : but i loean tiiat you 
ftould by no nicans fv; m to apj^rov.^, entourage, or 
applaud, thofe lib».;rtiiie nctioiis, v;hicli Itrike at reli- 
Sions equailyiand ^^•iuch ircihc p «or tiircad-bare topic* 
%f half-wits, and fcif-crc atcd piuLobgVvct^* 'i^N^wsSasi^ 
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cd, and Ciito poiTeiTed, thofe leniores virtuieSf the formCT^ 
would not have attempted (at L-aft with fucccfs) add 
the latter could have protcQed the liberties of Rome* 
Mr. Addiibn, in his Cato, lays of C'xizi (and I believe 
witli trutli) 

CurCc or his virtues, thcy*ve undone his country* 

By which -^e nudus, thofo lefler, but engaging virtueS| 
of gciiil -riefs, atiUhiiity, complaifance, and good hit* 
m« ur. The knowledge of a icholar, the courage of a. 
he^o, and the virtue of a ftoic, will be admired ; but 
if the knovvlcdgf be accompanied witli arrogance, the 
courage \\ ith twiocity, and the virtue with inflexible., 
fcverity, the n:an wiil never be love d. The heroifm of 
Charles XII. of Swcdin (if liis brutal courage rfeferve^ 
that name) was iiniv(Tf illy admired, but tlie man no 
where behjv*.".-. AVh- reas Henry IV. of France, who 
had fuii as nwiAx coura;j;e, and was much longer cn^'l 
gag d in wt-^, was gt net wily bclovvid upon account of 
his leiTor a.'.cl fo^ial vi. iu:s. We are all fo formed^ 
tlui our unacrlliindinj^s are generally the dupes of our | 
hearts, that io, oi' our pain 3ns \ and the fureft waytt> I 
the former is throuru \U<: latter, which muft be en- 
gaged by the h-.r lores •i;:r!uies alone,and the maimer of ex«. 4 
crting them, ilu: iiilc^iiiit livillty of a proud manis(foiC-] 
exampi'.) if pofTioi-;, more iiiuLking tiian his rudcne^j 
couM be ; becaulV. he fliows you, by his manner, ths^ 
he thhiks it mere coniUfccnfion in him j and that hilf 
goodnefs alone beilows uj)on you what you have nft. 
pretence to claim. ?Ic intimates liis protection, inftea^ j 
of his friendfhip, by a gracious nod, milead of an ufuaC t 
bow ; and rather fignifies his confent tliat you majifi 
thnn his invitation that you fhouid fit,^ walk, eatj Of, 
dri-'ik with him. ' ' 

TJie codive liberality of a purfe-proud man infultl> 
the didrefles it fometimes relieves ; he takes, care ta 
make you feel your own misfortunes, and the differeni.3 
between your lituation and his •, both which he infia* j 
uates to be juitly merited : yours, by your folly \ \i\S^\ 
by his wifdonu The arrogant p'^dant does not com* 
municate, but promulgates his knowledge* He doeft^ 
not give it you, but he ixtffi^^^ it w^u ^oa \ a{id is ^' 
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JIble) more defirous to fliow you your own igno- 
ice, th^n his own learning. Such manners as thefe, 
t only in the particular iiiftances which I have men- 
ned, but likewife in all others, Ihock and revolt that 
ie pride and vanity, which every man has in his 
art ; and obliterate in us the obligat'on For the fa- 
ur conferred, by reminding us of the motive 
lich produced, and the manner which accompanied 

Tliefe faults point out their oppofite perfections, 
d your own good feni'e will natuially fiiggdi them 
you. — Adieu ! 
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/^2? /br Religion r£commtndled,„lrteltgimf and immoral 
kFriiers cenfured ,„Stri^ moralt and ReUgion equally necejfarf 
U Condutl and Chara^er., . The infamous Chartres, . ^Anecdcti 
of bim,^',Lying,.,Dignity of Cbara^fer. 

9SAft BOT, luff^izZy j2S\S»''y **ic 8tk* 

HAVE feldom or never \^'Titten to you upon the 
3Je£t of religion and morality ; your own reafon, I 
1 perfuaded, has givtrn you true notions of both ; 
2y Ipeak bed for ihemfeives ; but, if they wanted 
iftance, you have Mr. Harte at hand, both for pre- 
pt and example. A few obfervations, however, I 
ill now offer upon the extern al-rel'pcCi which thcfc 
portant objefts demand, and wiucii is equally necef- 
y with that internal veneration which every rational 
ui muft maintain for them in his heart. When I 
sak of religion, 1 do not mean that you ihould talk or 
k like a miillonary, or an enthuiiall, iior that you 
>uld t.^ke up a rontroverllal cutigvrl jguinlt whoever 
acks tlie feci you are of j this v/ouJd be both ufeiefs» 
d unbecoming your \igc : but i mean tliat you 
>uld by no m. aiis f: :m to approve', entourage, or 
plaud, thofe libv-rti^ic nctions, vaiicli Itrike at reli- 
ms eqU'iily^and ^^ hich ircilrc p'or tiircad-bare topic* 
hall-wits, and fclf-crc(*tcd puUoio^lva^. ^"^^.w'^Ull 
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who arc filly enough to laugh at their jokes, arc ftiH 
wife enough to dillruft and deteft their charafiers: 
\ for, putting moral virtues at tlie bigheft, and religion 
^ At the lowcrt, religion muft Hill be alloM'cd to be a gtcat 
■ collateral fecurity,at k.ift, to virtue ; and every prudent 
man will fooner trull to two fecurities than to one 
Whenever, therefore, you happen to be in corapany 
with thofe pretended ejpr its forts ^ * or with thoughtUa 
libertines, who laugh at all religion to fhow their \?i^ 
or difclaim it to complete their riot, let no woidor 
look of yours intinatc the leall approbation 5 on titf 
contrary, It-t a filcnt gravity exprefs your diflike; bot 
enter not into the fubjv^tl, and dLcline fuch unprofit-' 
abi'j and indecent controverfi.\s. Depend upon tli] 
truth — that every man is the worfe looked uponj and 
the lefs trufled, tor being thought to have no religion 
in fpiie of all tl^e ponipous and fpecious epithetsV 
may allunie, of if^r it forty free-thinker, or moral phi 
ofopher ; ?.nd a wif«- athoift (if fuch a thing there is] 
woul^,. tor his own iinerelt, and character in thil 
worki, jjrctcnd to foinc religion. 

Your moral charadtcr nuiil be not only pure, 
like Csefar's wife, unfufpecied. The. l^alt fpeck 
blem.fh upon it is fatal. Nothing degrades and r 
fies more, for it extit'-s and unites deteftation a 
cont.mpt. There arc, however, wretches in t 
world profligate enough to explode all notions of mofj 
al good and evil \ to maintain that they are nieren 
local, and depend entirely upon the cufioms and fa 
ions of different countries : nay. there an- fliil, if n 
fible, more unaccountable witiches ; 1 mean, tk 
who afFe£l to preach and propagate fuch abfurd a 
infamous notions, without belit\iiig them themfelv 
Thefe are the devil's hypocrites. Avoid, as much . 
poffible, the company of fuch people ; who reflefi 
degree of difcredit and infamy upon all thofc who cc 
verfc with them. But as you may, fomctimes, by 
cidfintf fall into fuch com\»anY, take great care that _ 
coiiipiaifance, no good-humoMx^ \\o>«'«TOxix oCfeft 
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:h,. ctcr make you feem even to acquiefce, much 
to approve or appUud, fu»-ii infamous do^rines. 
the otner hand, do not debate, nor enter into feri- 
argument, upon a iubjedl fo much below it 5 but 
tent yourfulf with rciling thek. iipodks, thiir you 
w they are not I'Tioas ; th:u yon h ivc a nnich bet- 
opinion of th-:!u than tlicy \\Tiuld \villi you to 
5; and tnat, ycHi are x-.ry fu e, they would not 
ilife the do J wncs ti:ey pre.ich. But pi.i your pri- 
; mark upon tnem, and ihun them for«.vtr after- 
ds. 

^hcre is nothing fo delicate as your moral charafter,' 
nothing which it is your iutercit io .nach to pre- 
e pure. Should you be fufpe(5tcd of iniuftice, 
ignity, perfidy, lying, &c. ali the parts ?nd knowl- 
* in tlie world will aever procure you eft-.-em, 
ndfhip, or refpeft. A ftrange coiicurr;j .:e of dr- 
ift atices has fo me times railed very baa men to 
I ftations ; but they have been raifed like crirri'nals 
pillory, where there perfcns a iJ th- ir crinrics, by 
ig-more confp ouous, are only the more kno^'-n, the 
•c detefted, and the mi)re pelted and iniulted. 




you to a r haralaical pomp 
But I will recommend to you a moft fcrupulout 
lernefs for your moral iharacler, and the utmoft 
snot to fay or do the lead thing, that may, ever fo 
bdy taint it. Show yourfclf, upon all occafions, 

aavocate, the friend, but not the bully, of virtue. 
pnel Chartres, whom you have c^ rtainly heard of 
lowasj I believe, the moil notorious rafcal ih the 
Id-; and who had, by all forts of crimes, amafled 
lenfe wealth) was fo fenfible of the difadvantage 

bad chara6ler, that I heard him once fay, in his 
Ddent, profligate manner, that, though he would 
giTC one farthing for virtue, he would give ten 
ifand poQnds for a charaOier ; becaufe l\c VkoN^*^ 
I hundred thaufand pounds by it \ \v\\eTe^^\v^ vj^.\ 
frnmous, that he had no longer an op\jott\XTvvvj c? 
iDgspcoplc. h it poWble. then thit axi Voxv^ 
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I 

man can neglect, what a wife rogue would purcb 
dear ? 

There is one of the vices above-men tiorxd. 
"which people of good education, and, in the mai 
good principles, iometimes fall, from Riidaken nc 
of (kill, dexterity, and felf-defence — I mean 1 
though it is int'cperably attended with more h 
and lofs than any other. The prudence and ne< 
o^ often concealing the truth, infenfibiy feduces 
I pli to violate it. It is the only art of mean capai 
I and the only refut^e of mean fpirits. Whereas 
coaling the truth, upon proper occafions, is as pr 
and innocent, as tellin:^ a lie, upon any occaHon, 
famous and foolKh. 1 will Hate to you a cafe in 
own department. Suppofe you are employed at 
eign ourt, and that the minifter of that court i 
furd or impertinLTit enough to aik^you what yoi 
ftruc^Ions are *, will you tell him a lie ; which, » 
as found out, and found out it certainly will be, 
deftroy your credit, blaft your chara£ter, and r 
you uiclefs there ? No. W ill you tell him thej 
then, and betray your truft ? As certainly, No. 
you will anfwer, witli firmnefs. That you are fur] 
at fuch a qutilion •, thnt yci are perfuaded he dot 
cxptci an anrwi-r ro it ; but that, at all events he 
Uuily will not liiivc one. Such an anfwer will 
hlni coi.iidcncc in you •, he will conceive an. o] 
of your veracity* of which opinion you may after 
make very Ii'-neit and fair advantages. But if,' 




bi 

tion of a man who l.a:, been burnt in the cheek j 

wI>o, from that mark, eanuut afterwards get an h 

livelihood if he would, but mud continue a thkf. 

Lord 13ac(>n, verj juitly m.ukes a diftinftion bet 

fimulation and dilmr^ulalioti ; and allows the '. 

rather than the former j but ftill obferves, that 

are the weaker fort oi "poWucSm^^ 'who have rec 

to either. A. man \«\\o \va.s ?v.t<tTv^\Jci ol mvoj^ 

ilxength of parw, waxil^ xidxto qI\!c«.\s^ ^'^ 
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lys he, " the ableft men that ever were, have all 
1 opennefs and franknefs of dealing, and a name 
taiiity and veracity ; but then, tliey were like 

well managed j for they could tell, paffing well, 
to Hop, or turn." There are people who indulge 
blves in a fort of lying, which they reckon in- 
t, and which in one fcnfs is fo ; for it hurts no- 
but themfelves. This fort of lying is the fpuri- 
ffspring of vanity, begotten upon folly : th^jfe 
z deal in the marvellous ; they have feen fome 
; that never exilted ; they have feen otlier thing* 
I they never really faw, though they did exift, 
becaufe they were thought worth feeing. Haa 
hing remarkable been faid or done in any place^ 
any company ? They imihediately prefent and de- 
hemfelves eye or ear witneflTes of it. They have 
feats themfelves, unattempted, or at leaft un- 
:med, by others. They are always the heroes o£ 
3wn fables ; and think that they gain confidera- 
or at leaft prefent attention, by it — whereas, in 
, all they gQt is ridicule and contempt, not with- 
good degree of diftruft : for one muft naturally 
ude, that he who will tell any lie from idle 
fy will not fci^ylc telling a greater for intereft* 
[ really {ttw any thing fo very extraordinary as to 
noft incredible, I would keep it to myfcif, rather 

by telling it, give any body room to doubt for 
minute ot my veracity. A He is a vice of the 
, and of the he irt. Be fcrupuloufly jealous o£ 
arity of your moral charafter ! keep it immacu« 
unble.Liifhed, unfullied, and it will be unfufpeft- 
Defamt^on and calumny never attack where 
is no weak place \ they magnify, but they da 
reate. 

lere is a great difFerencc between that purity ef 
Gttr which I fo carneftly recommend to you, and 
loical gravity and aullerity of charafter, which 
3y no means recommend to you* Kl '^ovxx '^^'ii^A 
ino more wiih you to.be a Cato, tivwa. •a^CX^vM 
}d be r /ctoned, a man of buttvefe* TLtCyi^ ^ 
and giddy time of your Ufc \ Qwivtm^^ ^ 

IT 
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urcs, and in the company of people of yvoar oun ngf. 
This is ill! to be done, and indeed only can be uo:ic, 
without the lead taint to tlie purity of your niui.a 
character : for thofe miilakcn young fc-l!ow»<, \vh> 
think to (hinc by an impious or immoral liccr.tioul- 
5iefs, fliine only from their ih'nldnj;, liktr corrupted 
flefli in the dark. Without this purity, you cun have 
no dignity of character ; and, without di^;niLy of 
characler it is impoflible to rile in the world. Ycu 
mud be refpeflable, if you will be refiecled. I have 
known people flattern away their charixtcr, without 
really polluimg it ; the eonfcquence of wliieh has been, 
that they have become innocently contemptible j their 
merit has been dimmed, their preten lions unregardeJi 
and all their views defeated. Character muft be kept 
bright, as well as clean. Content yourfelf with me- 
diocrity in nothing. In purity of character, and in 
politenefs of manners, labour to excel all, if you wifh 
to equal many — Adieu 1 



LETTER LXXXVII. 

ji proper De^rte of CoKJidence in Ccmpuny rccom?fitMa'et/,.Tht\ 
Author* s Enibtirrajjment nxjhtn fiJ}iMirouucC(i,.,i}dunf:ei'scf'l 
dij'crent Countries. ^Old Women, 

MY DBAR ruiENOy Lindon, Ja'.ijar} the iili* 

JL ESTERDAY I received alettir frc.m Mr. Ilarte, 
oftlic 3 lit December. He tells me two things that 
jcivc me great fati^fadUon •, one is, that there are verf , 
few Engiifti at Rome •, the olIkt is, ibnt you frequent;'" 
the bell foreign companies. In thefe compiiniv's yott. 
mud not be difcouraged, and think yourfjlf citner 
ilightt.'d or lauglicd at becaufe you fee others, older 
aim more ufed to the world, ealier, niore familiar, and 
confequently ratlier better received in thofe companitt 
than jruurfeJf. In time your turn will come ; and if 
you do but fliow an mc\m;iV.\on,-a. ^<:^Ytvi \» \jleafej 
though you fliould bi; c\ti\v.\tia^\c\\, ox v^nckv wt\vw^. 

'mans (which muft neccffAiW^ VvA\v^^\\vo>i^>\^x%^ 
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t the will (to ufe a vulgar expreflion) will be taken 
r the deed ; and people, in (lead of laughing at you^ 
lil bo glad to inihutl you. Good fenfe can only 
^e you the great outlines of good-breeding ; but ob- 
•vation and ufage can alone give you the delicate 
aches, and the fine colouring. You veill naturally 
deavour to fnow the utmoit refpeft to people of 
rtain ranks and characters, and conlequently you will 
Dw it ; but the proper, the delicate manner of fliow- 
g that refpeci, nothing, but obfervation and time can 



vC. 



1 remsmbcr, tint when, with all the awkwardnefs 
d ruft of Cambridge about nie, I was firft introdu- 
d into good company, I was frightened out of my 
its. I was determined to be, what I thought civil j. 
:nade fine low bows, and placed myfclf below every 
»dy ; but when I was Ipoken to, or attempted to 
cak myfelf, obftupui , fietiruntrpie corner, et n^ox faucihn 
\f:t f . ' If 1 law people whil'per, I was furc it was at 

2 ; and I thought myfelf the fole objedb of either 
e ridicule or t!\e cerifure of the whole company^- 
10, doubtlefs dill not trouble their heads about mc 
this way 1 fali<;red, for fome time, like a criminal at 
z bar ; and ihould certainly have renounced all po» 
2 company for ever, if I had not been fo convinced 
the abfolutc neceflity of forming my manners upott 
afe of the bcfl compam'es, that I determined to per- 
rere, and fufler any thing, or every thing, rather 
an not compnfi tlmt point. Infenfibly it grew eafier" 

me } and 1 began not to bow fo ridiculoufly low-, 
d to anfwer qucilions witliout great hefitation or 
immcring : if, now and then, fome charitable peo- 
5, feeing my cmbarrairment, and being djctwuri^ 
emfelres, came and fpoke to me, I conGdercd them 

angels ferit to comfort me \ and that gave me a lit- 
: courage. I got more foon afterwards, and was 
trepid enough to go up to a fine woman, and teH 
it I thought it a warm day : flie anfwered me, very 
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I wjs rtuplii-J, my hair flood erc^i aad m^ xo^'i V\r^\\%Xr^* 
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tivilly, that fiie thought fo too ; upon which the 
verfation ceafed^ on my part, for lome time, till 
good-naturedly refuming it, fpoke to me thus : " 
your embarrailment, and I am fure that the few v 
you faid to me coll you a great deal ; but do nc 
difcouraged for that reafon^ and avoid good com]: 
We fee that you defire to pieafe, and that is the i 
point : you want only the manner, and you think 
you want it ftiil more than you do. You mu 
through your noviciate before you can profefs g 
breeding : and, if you will be my novice, I will 
fent you to my acquaintance as fuch." 

You will eafily imagine how much this fpcech f 
cd me, and how awkwardly I aniwercd it -, I hen 
once or twice (for it gave me a bur in my throat) bi 
I could tell her, that I was very much obliged to '. 
that it was true that I had a great deal of reafon tc 
truft my own behaviour, not being ufed to fine < 
pany ; and that I fhould be proud of being her nc 
nnd receiving her inftrudions. As foon as I had 
bled out this anfwer, {he called up three or four 
pie to her* and faid ^ ** Do you know that I have 
aertaken this young man, and he mufl: be encoura 
As for me, I think I have made a conqueft of t 
for he juft now ventured to tell me, although t 
blingly, that it is warm* You will aflifl: m9 m p< 
ing him." The company laughed at this lefture, 
I was ftunned with it. I did not know whethc 
was ferious or in jelt. By turns 1 was pleafed. 
Hied, encouraged and dcjc6ied. liut when I k 
aftcrwardsj that both flic, and tliof-: lo whom fli« 
prefented'me, countenanced and ]>rou iSled me in 
panyi I gradually got more af'su'ira, a*id began r 
be aihamed of enca;avc;iiring in he civil. I copies 
belt mailers, at firft lervildy, ^A'-rvvcrds more fi 
and at lalt I joined habit &!ic: lavcniionc 

All tlm will happen to ycM:, ii yov pcnfeverc in 

defire of pleafing, aud fl;: ■!':!;; as .^ j.i iii of l]).e w 

/ could wifli thai'youwou'J f, \-: ihj' Ijv;', or fix 

or women with whom j'.'-u -^^ \\v\ v.a-.^X •^.rc^^i.ii 

fftac if ou are (feaiible tlut-i liou\ ^ omO^v a\A vvvs.^^^x 
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lU. mud make many miftakes in good-»breeding j that" 
lU- beg of them to correft you, without rcfervc^:- 
berevcr they fee you fail ; and that you (hall take 
ch admonitions as the ftrongeft proofs of their friend^ 
ip. Such a confeifion and application will be very 
Lgaging to ihofe to whom you make them. They 
iu tell others of them, who will be pleafed with that 
Tpontion, and, in a friendly manner lell you of any 
ttle flip or error. The duke de Nivernois J would^ f 
n fure, be charmed, if you dropped fuch a thing to 
im : adding, that you love to addrefs yourfelf always- 
} the bcil mailers. Obferve alTo the different modeg 
f good-breeding of feveral nations, and conform your- 
ir to them rc^edivcly. Ufe an eafy civility with 
)e French, more ceremony with the Italians, and ftill- 
lore wirh the Germans ; but let it be without :embar- 
iflhicnt,and with eafe. Bring it,by ufe^to be habitual to- 
pa; for, if it feems unwilling and forced, it will 
Ivcr-pleafe. Omni^ Arijiipfumdecuit color, tt rts,* Ac-- 

Ean eafincfs and verfatility of manners, as well as • 
ind ; and> like the cameleon, take the hue of the 
lany you are with. 
|Tlicre is a fort of veteran women of condition^ 
|bo, having lived always in the grand mondt^ 4- form si ' 
Bung fellow better than all the rules tliat can oe given 
p. Tliefe women, being paft their bloom, are ex— 
pmely flattered by the leaft attention from a young 
" Ton \ and they will point out to him thofe man- 
and attentions that pleafed and engaged them^ . 
Bthey were in the pride of their youth and beau- 
^ Wherever you go, make fome of thofe women 
" friends, which a veiy little matter will' do. Alk 
advice, tell them your doubts or diiHculties, as to 
^ behaviour ; but take great care not to drop one 
>rd of their experience ; for experience implies age, . 
il the fufpicion of age, no woman^ jet her be ever fo • 
Lever forgives. 

L'At thac time eniLallkdor from the court of Vtar.cr^ ^tl^Qicvv.. 

\ Zrury ihiag wm bccoiu'iag in Ariftippus, bovh tVic m«xiQitt ^tsA'te' 

ir- 
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LETTER LXXXVIir. 

t^'e of Time.,.Pun3uality..JJfeful RtaMng„.R»mancH e»^ 
/urtd...DiJ^Uh and Mttbod ,, Method cf reading fir 
Imprwemtnt* 

»iY OEM rxiXMBy London, February the 5tti 
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EJ17 few people are good oeconomifts of thdr 

fortune, and ftill fewer of tbeir time ; and yet, of die 

two, the latter is the mod precious. I heartily liSk 

jou to be a good oeconomift of both ; and you are x0 

of an age to begin to think feriouily of theUe two 

important articles. Toung people are apt to tlan| 

they have fo much time before themj that they 

iquander what they pleafe of it ; and yet have en 

left y as very great fortunes have frequently fed 

people to a ruinous profniSon. Fatal miftakes^ ab 

repented of, but always too late ! CHd Mr. Lowndi 

the famous fecretary of the treafury, in the reigiu 

kine William, queen Anne, and king George tbent 

vied to fay, << Take care of the pence, and the pouijM 

will take care of themfelves." To this maxim, wl#j 

he not only preached, but praflifjpd, his two grs^df 

at this time, owe the very confiderable fortmies tbati 

left them. 

This holds equally true as to time \ and I moft 
neftly recommend to you the care of thofe minutes i 
quarters of hours, in the courfe of the day, wl 
people think too (hort to deferve their attention \, 
yet, if fummed up at the end of the year, w( 
amount to a very confiderable portion ot time, 
example : you are to be at fuch a place at twelve,] 
appointment % you go out at eleven, to make two.i 
three vifits firft ; thofc perfons are not at home : il 
ftead of fauntering away that intermediate time at.i 
cefiee-houfe, and poffibly alone, return home, wriltL| 
letter, before^hnnd, for tne enfuing poft, or take ng 

food book } I do not mean Defeat tes, Mallcbran( 
oAc^ or Newton, by wa^ i^{ dv^xAUjg^ but iomeb 
o/rational amufemeut) '^^.d A«it5vcl\^d^vf:«iS'j*Nissw 
£oiteau# Waller^ La liLvi>fwt, ?>tc. 'Wia^;*^^ 
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nuch time faved, and by no means ill employed. Many 
)cople lofe a great deal of time .by reading : for they 
€ad frivolous and idle books \ fuch as ablurd roman» 
«s and novels 5 where chara£lers, that never exifted, 
ire infipidly difplayed, and fentiments, that were never 
clt, pompoufly delciibed : the oriental ravings and cx- 
lavagances of^ the Arabian Nights, and Mogul Tales^ 
rcj the new flimfy hr§chures * that now fwarm la France, 
>f fairy tales, Repaions Jkr It Camr it VE/ffrit, Mitapfy- 
fqMi dt VAmpuTy Analyfe dts bia%x Sintsmmtj ; f and fuch 
fort of idle and frivolous ftuff, that nourifhes and im* 

S roves the mindjuft as much as whipped cream would 
ie body. Stick to the bed eftabliihecl books in every 
lapiguage } the celebrated poets, hiftorians, orators^ana 
phifofophers. By thefe means (to ufe a city metaphor) 

Ku will make mty fir ant of that timCi of which others 
Bot make above three or four, or probaUy nothing 
It alL 

Many people lofe a great deal of their time by lazU 
Bcfs J they loll and yawn in a great chair,tell themfelves 
tlut they have not time to begin any thins then, and 
lliat it will do as well another time. This is a moft 
Dofortunate difpofition, and the greateft obftniAion to 
both knowledge and buGnefs. At your age, you have 
no right nor claim to lazinefs ^ I have, if I pleafe, be- 
l^g emeritus. You are but juft lifted in the world, and 
muft be a£live, diligent, and indefatigable. If ever you 
propofe commanding with dignity, you muft ferve up 
to it with diligence. rTever put ott till to-morrow what 
you can do to-day. 

Sifpatch is the foul of bufinefs % and nothing con« 
tributes more to difpatch than method. Lay down a 
method for every thing, and ftick to it inviolaoly, as far 
as unexpedied incidents may allow. Fix one certain 
hour and day in the we^k for your accompts, and keep 
&em together in their proper order ; by which means 
they wiU require very little time, and you can never be 
much cheated. Whatever letters and papers you keepi 

* P.impbleu. 
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t! ^cquf t an i ti-? them in their r.*fpcciive ciafles, fo tliat " 
you r.y.r/ liiit.nir'V have rccvnirfc to any one. Lay 
«1'»\vii ,\ nicthoil alio for your vv-idirg, for which you af- 
l('t a (rnaiii Pirrc of your morniJigs; let it be in a 
cnnfiftcnt aoil confccutivv; courfc, and not in that dc- 
fiiltovy and iinmcthoiiic.il manner in which many peo- 
fie n*ad fcrap. of cliiFcrcnt authors, upon different- 
i ■ \h] c. vH s . K e c p an u A i a 1 and fh ort common-place bod& 
of what you read) to help yi;ur memory only, andnot'«- 
inr pt!dannc quotations. Never read hillory without ^ 
fiaving inajis, and a chronological book, or tables, lying* , 
by you, and conltantly recurred to ; without which, 1 
hiftory is only a ciiifiiild heap of fa£ls» One methotf^' 
more 1 recommend to you, by which I have found*^? 
gr.'at benefit, even in the moft diffipated part of my Lj 
life ; that is, to rife early, and at the fame hour every "J 
morninrr, how late focver you may have fate up the ; 
night before. This fccures you an hour or two, 9pA 
ieaft, of readinjr or leflexion, before the common in- 5 
tcrruptions of the morning begin 5 and it will favc' 
your conHiLurion, by forcing you to go to bed earl-fi 
at leail one nicht in thrcf\ 

1 have received nft letter yet, from you or- Mr.. 
Ilur£e.~A'Ucu ' ff 
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Italian Litiratur:.., Dante. ..TaJTc, Jr:oJlo*,.Guarim.,,Petrarchy ^ 
. .. Macfiia'veHi. . . Bccuccio* .Giiiccuirt/ir.i. •..Berjtii'figiio, ,»,ttni- J 
Da'Vila..,EngliJh and French Authrs» «: 

MY DEAR »-Ri£M>4 Londoii, Fcbitiary tkeScIu-.j| 

\ OU havi?, by this time, I hope and believe, 
fuch a progrefs in the Italian language, that you can.. 
read it with eafe. j. 1 mean, the cafy books in it : and^'i 
indeed, in that, as well as in every other language, therj,! 
eaGeft books arj generally the belt \ for, wlutcver aur--y 
thor is obfcure and JLheuii iu his own langnage, ccr-fj 
tainly does not think cleanly. '*"'ms is, iu my opinion^. * 
the cafe of a celebrated. Italian author 5 to whom the- 
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Italians^ from the admiration they have of him, have 

fiven the epithet of ildivino * ; I mean, Dante. Though 
formerly knew Italian extremely well, I could never 
underftand him ; for which reaion I had done witli 
him, fully convinced that he was not worth the paint 
neceflary to underftand him* 

The good Italian authors are, in my mind^ but few | 
I mean, authors of invention \ for there are, undoubt- 
edly, very good hiftorians, and excellent tranflators. 
The two poets worth your reading, and, I was going 
to fay, the only two, are Taflb and Ariofto. 'Taflb^ 
Chrujalemme Liber at a is altogether, unqucftionably a fine 
poem ; though it has fome low, and many falfe^ 
thoughts in it : and fioileau very juftly makes it the 
mark of a bad tafte, to compare U clinquant du lajft a Pw 
ir ITirgili J. Tl\e image, witli which he adorns the 
Introdufiion of his epic poem, is low and difiguftine % 
Uis that of a froward, nek, puking child, who is ae« 
.ccived into a do fe of neceflary phyCc by dub^nbsji, 
The verfes are thefe : 

Cofi alP ep;ro fanciul jiorgitmo afpcrfi 
Di foavi Itcor pli orli dfl ▼aib : ^ 
Succhi amari ingannato intanto ei bcTe, 
S dair inganno fuo vita ricere. 

However, the poem, with all its faults about It, may 
jaftly be called a fine one. 

U fancy, imagination, invention, defcription, &c« 
conflitute a poet, Ariofto, is unqucftionably, a great 
one. His Orlando, it is true, is a medley of lies and 
truths, facred and profane, wars, loves, enchantments^ 

E' nts, mad heroes, and adventurous damfels : but 
u, he gives it you very fairly for what it is, and does 
not pretend to put it upon you for the true ep9pet^ or 
epc poem. He fays» 

JLe donne, i cavalier, ]*arme, cH amori 
Le cort'-fi-, l'aud?c: imr^efc, m» cir.to. 

The connexions of his ftories are admirable, his reflex- 
ions juft, his fneers and ironies incomparable, and his 
painting excellent. When Angelica, after having 

X The tinfcl di T^ITj co the ^o^d oi VirgiJ. * The divinct 
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wandered over hnlf the world alone with Otlaiu!^ 
pretends, notwithtlunding, 



ch' el for vir-inal rofi avoa tV.vo, 



Come lelo p »ito dal ir.ntcrn' alvo. 

The author adds, very gravely, 

Fonr era ver, m.? noii rcro crcdibllc 
A cki ^icl lento luu fjffii li^nure* 

Aflolpho's being carried to the moon, by St. John^V. 
order to look for Orlando's loft wits, at the end ofdlfti 
34tli book, and the man/ loft things that he finds t 
IS a moft happy extravagancy, and contains.- at 
fame time, a great de.il of fenfe. I wauld advifc | 
to read this poem with attention. It is, aifo, ' 
fource of half the tales, novels, and plays, that haW] 
been written fincc. 

The Pa/cr Fido * of Gr,arini Is fo celebrated, 
you (hould read it ; but in reailing it, you will j 
of the great propriety of the charafters. A parcel 
fhephcrds arS fheperdeflls, v/iththe true paftoralfil 
plicity, talk metaphyfics, epigram, concetti, and ^u' 
bks, by the hour to each other. 

The Aminta del Tojh is much more what U is 
tended to be — a paftoral ; the fhepherds, indeed, 
their concettiy and their antithcfes ; but are not quitq 
fublimc and abftrafted as tliofe in Pa/for Fido. I 
that j'ou will like it much the beft of the two. 

Petrarch is, in my mind, a (ing-fong love-fick ]_ 
much admired, howevtr, by the Italians : but an 
ian, who fliculd think no better of him than I 
would certainly fay, that he defcrved his Laura bcl 
than his /n»r0 ; and that wretched quibble woukt 
reckoned an excellent piece of Italian wit. 

The Italian profe writers (of invention I mi 
which 1 would recommend to your acquaintance, 
Machiavelli and Bocaccio : The former, for the e 
lifhed reputation which he has acquired, of a con 
mate politician (whatever my own private fentiro 
ina/ be of cither his \v/iitlcoor his morality)- theht 
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his great iriTentiou, and for his natural and agreea- 
manner ot telling his ftories. 

juicciardini, Bentivoglio, Davila, Sec are excellent 
orians, and defervc. being read with attention, 
e nature of hiitory ch'fcks, a liiilc, the fliglus of 
lian ima^hiatioiis ; which, in works of invention, 
very high indeed. Tranihitions curh them lUll 
rc'.i and nicir tranflations of the claihcs are incom- 
able J particularly the firil ten, tranflaicd in the 
cof Leo.thc Xtr.- and infcribed to him under the 
^ of the Collofta. That original Ccllana has beea 
gthcned fince ; and, if i miicakc not, confifts, now^ 
mc hundred and ten volumes. 
Vom what I have faid, you will eafily guefs, that I 
int to put you upon your guard j and not to let 
r jfancy be dazzled, and vour tafte corrupted, by the 
rf/i, the quaintnclTes, anil talfe thoughts, which are 
much tlie charafterillics of the Italian and Span- 
lathors. " I think you are in no great danger, as 
r tiille has been formed upon the beR ancient mod- 
\ The Greek and Latin autliors of tlie beft: ages, 
fi indulge themfuivrs in none of the puerilities I 

(ihiuted at. 
p do jaltice to the befl Englifli an^ French au- 
hj they have not given into that falfe tafte ; they 
^ no thoughts to be good that are not jull, and 
Idefl upon truth. The age of Lewis XIV. was 
•^ike the Auguftan ; — Boileau, ^loliere. La Fon- 
f, Racine, &c. eftablifhed tlie true, and expofed 
sUie tafle. The reign of King Charles XL (meri- 
hn in no other rcfpecl) baniilud falfe tafte out of 
tancl, and profcribed puns, quibbles, acroftics, &c. 
Is tliat, falfe wit has rene\\ed its attacks, and en- 
ICMred to recover its loft empire, both in England 
(Pfance j but v^ iihout fuccefs ; though, I niuft fay, 
f-fnorc fuccefs in France than in England : Addif- 
Pope, and Swift, having vigorously defended the 
ib 'of good fenfe j which is more than caw >ae. tjcv^ 
leir cotemporary French authors, Vvh.o \\A\e oiVaXfc 
t great tendency to U/'cmx irillianty U rfljpncmentj 4^ 
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PentortillinuntX And lord Rofcommon would 1 
more in the right now, than he was then, in fayin 
that 

The Eft^lifli bullion of one fterling Ime* 

Drawn to F'ench wiic wou>>i through whole paiges fiiine. 

Lofe no time, my dear child, I conjure yon, : 
forming your tafte, your minners, your minoi yoi 
eveiy thmg : you have but two years timv: to do it ii 
for, whatever you are, to a certain degree, at twent 
you will be, more or lefs, all the reft of your life. M; 
It it be a long and happy one 1 — Adieu I 



LETTER Xa 

Curhfitits, HiP,ory^ l£c. of Nuples.^.DtfntioH of a PoWt 
Confiituik iFrencf ,...m Eh^lijhy Polijb^ and Swedijb Mm 
chies 
MY i> i- A K r R z f:. y p, London^ March ij 



\ 



OU are no^7, 1 fuppofe, at Nnples, in a new fd 
of ^/V/tt, txamiiiuir]; all the curiofities of Hcrculaneu 
•wa- : hi npr the eruptions of mount Vcfuvius, and f 
veymg the magnilicctit churches and public buildij 
by which N.ip! *s is didingulOied. You have a CO 
t^cre into the bargain, whichj I hope, you freqn 
and attend to. rolitc manners, at leaft, are to 
lenrned at courts ; and ir.uft be well learned by wl 
cv.r vonlc; fi her iliine or thrive in them. Though tS 
do not change tl c liiturt, they fmooihand (often \ 
niv'.t:ners cf marilLuid. Vigilance, dexterity, and fld 
ibiiiry^ fiipply x}.\z ph^ce of natural force ; anditisfi 
abklt mind, not the (Irongcft body, thatpr- vails tra 
Monfieur and Mudame Fog';iani will, lamfure, til 
vouall the poliic-iK'fs of courts \ for I know no beti 
tred p-'ople than tb("y are. Domefticate yourfelf dijj 
while you ftay ar Naples, and lay afidc the £i^ 
co/dn.«ls and formality. You have alfo a lettm 
cornpc*^ Mahony, wV.ofeVvOwfeWvo^ Y^^aifcequent.-i 
it is iJie refort of vhebe-ftcom^-axv^. ^Sv?» li^^^\K 
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Bulkeley, 15 now here ; and had I known of your 
ig fo foon to Naples, I would have got you a letter 
n her to her brother. The converlation of the 
ienis in the evening is full as neceflary for you, as 
: of the ancients in the morning. 
Tou would do well, while you are at Naples, tB 
1 fome very fhort hiftory of that kingdom. It has 

great variety of mailers, and has occafioned many 
rs ; the general hiftory of which, will enable you to 
many proper queftions, and to receive ufeful infor- 
tion in return. Inquire into the manner and form 
hat gc»vcrnment ; for coniUtution it has none, beings 
abfolute one ; but the moft abfolutc governmenta 
^e certain culloms and forms, which are more or left 
:rved by their refpe£live tyrants. In Ghina it is 

fadiicn for the emperors, abfolute as they are, to 
em with juflice and equity ; as in the other orien- 
iionarch ics It is the cuilom to govern by violence 

cruelty. The king of France, as abfolute, in fa£t^ 
hy o: tnemj, is by cuilom only more gentle ; for I 
w of no conftitutionnl bar to his will. England it 
f the^oniy monarchy in the world that can properly 
kid to have a conilituuon ; for the people s rights 

liberties ar;:: fecur .;d by laws. I cannot reckon 
den and Poland to be monarchies, thofe two kings 
ing litilc more to f^y than the Doge of Venice. 
t not prefume to fay any thing of the conftitution 
!ie empire to you, who are, I truft, perfeft matter 
Mt fubje«£l. 

Then you write to me, which, by the way, you do 
ty fclclom, tell me rather whom you lee, than 
it you fee. Inform me of your evening trarrfac- 
9 and acquaintances ; where, and how you pafs 
i evenings ; what Englifli people you meet with^ 
aliint of th^ir chandlers; and what people of 
tthig you have made acquaintance with. I intereft 
pllF moft in wliat pcrf;nally concerns you moft: 
tJlis IS a very critical ye.^.r in your life. To talk libt 
ituofo, your canvas i.s, I think, a gooA. otv&> ^tA 
ilutel Harte Lis drawn the outlines adttvitA^Vj \ tw>» 
fls now wantwg but the colouiinc oi 'EVu^vi> ^S^ii 

w 
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riic Gtacta, the morltidexKa of Guido; but tlial 
great deal. You muft get them foon, or you willi 
get tlicin at all. — Addio ! 
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LETTER XCL 

idle and FfioUjb CompantGns,..The French ill-educaui 
trrflntg.., Caution againji frequenting Coffee kouJ'ei,„1L 
^y of Farifans, »Gambiing, 

MY J»£AJt FtiSND, London, April the 



A 



\S your journey to Paris approaches, and as 

period will, one way or another, be of infinite c< 

^uence to you, my letters will hence forwards be ] 

cipally calculated for that meridian. You will be 

there to your own difcretion, inftead of Mr. Han 

and you will allow me, I am furc, to dillruft a 

the clifcretion of eighteen. You will find in the A 

cmy a number of young fellows much lefs difi 

than yourfelf. Thefe will all be your acquaintaa 

but look about you firfl:, and iiiquire into their rd 

tive characters, before you form any connections air 

them ; and, ^ <^/«?/ /V paribus, (ingle outthofe of the i 

confiderable rank and family. Show them a di! 

guifliing attention, by which moans you will get 

tlicir rei'pe£li'Ve houles, and keep tlic beft comp 

Alltliofe French young fellows are excciTivcly/.'Mra 

l)C upon your guard again it fcrapes and quarrels : \ 

no corporeal pleafantrits with them, no jeiix de men 

110 coupide chtmbricrey which frequently bung on qi 

rels. Be as lively as they, if you plea'e, but at 

fABie time be a little wifi'r than they. As to Ittti 

you wiii find raoft of tliem ignorant ; do not reproi 

them with that ignorance, nor make them feel your 

periority. It is not their fault that they are all bred 

for tlie army ; but,on thcctheT hariti.cio not allow tl 

ignorance and idlencfs to break in upon thofe mo 

ing hours which you \s^ic\ be able to allot to w 

/cripus ftudies. No )ftie^U2L?tu\'i^^ vj'vCti ^^\Si^ whi 
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mc a great deal Oi time ; but tell them (not ma* 
ially and fententioufly) that you will read two or 
hours in the morning, and that for the reft of the 
ou are very much at their fervice. Though by 
ay, I hope you will keep wifer coojpany in the 



ngs. 



lufl: inn ft upon your never going to what is called- 
ngli(h coffee-houfe at Paris, which is the refort 
the fcrub ETiglifli, and alfo of the fugitive and 
d Scotch and Iriih : party quarrels, and drunk- 
iiabbles, are very frequent there ; and I do not 

a more degrading place in all Paris- CoiFee- 
6 and taverns arc by no means credible at Paris* 
autioufly upon your guard againft the infinite 
►er of fine-drefled ajid fine-fpoken che^ualiirs dUn^ 

and avanturiersy which fwarm at Paris ; and 
every body civilly at arms length, of whofe real 
£l:er or rank you are not previoufly informed, 
ieur le Compte or monficur le Chevalier In a hand- 
laced coat et tris hien mu accofts you at the plaj^ 
ne other public place ; he conceives at firft light 
finite regard for you, he fees that you are a ftran.^ 
f the firit <liftin6lion, he ofi^ers you his fervice^. 
vifties nothing more ardently than to contribute, 
•^s may be in his little power, to procure you /*#• 
enf dt Barks.* He is acquainted with fome ladies 
ndition, ^///^r^fr^/;/ line petite fcciete agrjakict £t d^s- 
fbufer: tiimabies d'honne es gem, au tumulte et a la d^pa>^ 
i fans \ f and he will, with the greateft pleafure 
iuable, have the honour of introducing you to* 
indies of quahty. — Well, if you were to accept 
is kind offer, and go with him, you would find % 
fome, painted, and difv;:al'ed ftrumpcr, in a t^rnifii- 
Iver or gold fecond-hand robe ; playing a {ham 

at cards for livres, with three or lour ftiarper* 
Jreflcd enough,and dignified by tht; titles of Mar» 

Compte, and Chevalier. The lady receives you 
t moll police nud gracious manner, and with aH 

iic aaiu.tmr;!:? of P. u is "f Who prefer a VtrvaXx v\^ ^^ttr 

:idty. jiii h ntch tu^rcr^ with plcaUiit *uvi IviW^ufiJoX^ ^^I'k^vi^^ 
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ihok compliments de reutine % which every ITicTlch-^ 
man K^.s equally. Though ftie Iqvcs retirement, 
ihuns U grand monde, J yet P.^ cOnfefics licrfelf oblige, 
the Marcjuis for hav'^ng procured her fo ineftimabl« 
p.ccompliiheH ^^^ acquaintance as yourfelf -, but 
ronce^V! IS how to amufe you,for fhc never fullers f 
iir her houfc for above a hvre, if you can amufe yo 
felf with that low play till fupper. Accordingly ] 
ilt down to that little pkiy, at which the good cc 

fLiny take care that you fliall win fifteen or Cxti 
ivres, which gives theni an opportunity of celcbrati 
both your good luck, and your good play. Sup: 
comes upj and a good cue it is, upon the ilrength 
your being to pay for it. La Marqvij'e en fait Us htnit 
au mieux, || talks fentimentSj mcsurs et murales \ % iiti 
Jarded with injouement * and accompanied with fc 
oblique ogles, which bid you not defpair in til 
After fupper, pharaon, lanfquenet, or quinze, hap 
accidentally to be mentioned : the Chevalier prop 
playing at one of them for half an hour ; the % 
quifc exclaims againft it, and vows (he will not fv 
it, but is at laft prevailed upon by being affured qm 
nefera que four des riens, f 1 hen tlie wiilxed-for mon 
is come, the operation begins ; you are cheats 
bcft, of all the money in your pocket ; and if you 
late, very probably robbed of your watch and ft 
box, poUibly murdered for greater fccurity. Thi 
can amire you, is not an exaggerated, but a literal 
cription or what happens every day to fome raw 
inexperienced ftranger at Paris. Remember to rcc 
all thefe civil gentlemen, who take fuch a fancy to' 
«t firft fight, very coldly, and take care always ft 
previoufly engaged, whatever party tliey propel 
you. You may happen fometime^ m very great 
good companies to meet with fome dexterous geo 
men, who may be very defirous, and alfo very furej 
vrin your nwney, if they can but engage you to J 

t C'lmplimeRts cfcoarr*. § T>ie ^leatworldi 

fl Th^' MarcUion«ii&dot4\.\\c'Aan'^ut^m v\\i l.a.t maimer* 
4f ^*allners and mavviLU. * V\t^v.^t\Vs^% 
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w-izix them. Th'^refore hy it down as an invariable- 
ruK: never to play with men, but only with women o£ 
Falliion, at low play, or with women and men mixed. 
But at the lame time, whenever you arc alked to play 
deeper thpji you would, do not rcfufe it gravely and 
Eintentioully, ailc^in^ the folly of ft. iking what would 
be very inconvenient to one to lofe, againft what one 
dojs not wa'it to win ; but parry thole invitations lu- 
dicroufly. iSay, that if you were fure to lofe, you. 
might pofiibly play ; but that as you may as well win, 

!'0u dread P embarras des richpjfes ■\ ever fmce you have 
cen what an incumbrance they were to poor Harle« 
quin, and that therefore you are determined never to 
venture the winning above two louis a-day : this fort 
of light trifling way of declining invitations to vice and 
'•folly is more becoming your age, and at the fame time 
*;jhore efFectual, than grave philofophical refufals. A 
'jyoung fellow who feeins to have no will of his own, 
Snd who does every thing that is aflced of him, is call- 
Jed a very good natured, but at the fame time is thought 
>very lilly young fellow. A£k wifely, upon folid 
\ principles, ^nd from true motives, but keep them to 
' \yourfelf, and never talk fententioufly. When you are 
rmvitcd to drink, fay you wifli you- could, but that fa 
'little makes you both drunk and {ick> ^ut lejeu ne vaut 
^s la chaadciie ^, 

y Pray, (how great attention, and make your court to 
monfieur de Li Gueriniere ; he is well with Prince 
■Charles, and many people of the firft diftinftionat 
"Paris; his commendations will raife your charafier 
there, not to mciuion, that his favor will be of ufe to- 
\ you in the academy itfelf. Exterior advantages, that 
"*iaft polifli, and thofe graces, which arc fo neceflary to 
! adorn, and give efHcacy to the mod folid merit are 
what you now want. They arc only to be acquired ia 
the beft companies. You will not want opportuni- 
ties, for I dial I fend you letters, that will eftablilh you. 
• in the moft diftinguiihed companies, not only of the 
Amu mtHde^ but of the l>eaux4fprits too. Dedicate there-- 

f* The einbiiraflmcnu *i rich'.-s. | The pleifuro is not worth the pain* 
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fore, I beg of vou, that whole year to your own advan<* 
tage and final improvement, and do not be diverted 
fromthofe obje£ts by idle diiFipations, low fedud^ion, 
ot bad example. After that year, do whatever you 

Jleafe ; I will interfere no longer in your conduct 
or I hope both you and I flull be fafe then. — Adieu 1 

LETTER XCIL 

9i/crfftiofi of an EngUJhmun in Paris.. .French, iinign§rM9i 
People , Women more improved than the Men»„De/potic Em* 
fire ofFaJhion. 

"MY OX Alt rAiBKDj Loodon^ Aptll the ^odi 

JV1.R- Harte, who in all his letters gives you fomc 
dafh of panegyric, told me in his lad a thing that pleas- 
es me extremely ; which was, that at Rome you had 
conftantly preferred the eftablilh'^d Italian afiembli<% 
to the Englifli conventicles fet up againft them by dit 
fenting Englifh ladies. That (hows fenfe^ and Uutt 
you know what you are fent abroad for. It is of much 
more confequence to know the mores multormn hominim^ 
than the urtes j:. Pray continue this judicious condutf 
wherever you go, efpeciaily at Paris, where, infteadqf 
thirty, you will find above three hundred Eiiglifll,^ 
herding togetlier, and converfing with no one French 
perfon. 

The Ilk of les milords ^W<>// is regular! j, or if yon 
will irregularly, this. As foon as they niz, wiiich U 
very late^ they breakfaft together, to the utter lofs of 
two good morning hours. Then they eo by coach* 
fuls to the Palais, the Invalides, and Notre-Dame & 
thence to the Englifb cofFee-houfe, where they make 
up theiT tavern party for dinner. From dinner, where 
they drink quicK» tli^y adjourn in cluders to the phj% 
where they crowd up the ftagc, dreft up in very fine 
clothes, very ill made by a Scotch or Irifl> taylor. 
From the play to the tavern again, where they get vdy 

7 



ivlanner ot' mainy men. 
J3ewarc of thli xxun, Rooiac* 
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drv.v, and wher.^ they either quarrel among them- 
fcives, or fnlly fu;th, commit fomc riot in the ftreets, 
and are taken up by the watch. Thofe who do not 
fpeak ^^ench before they go are fure to learn none 
tncre. Their tender vows are addrefled to their Irilh 
laundrefs, unlcfs by chance fome itinerant Englifh wo- 
man^ eloped from her hulband, or her creditors, de- 
frauds her of them. Thus they return home more 
petulant, but not more informed, than when they left 
It ( and {how, as they think, their improvement, by 
a^ciedly both fpeakmg and dreifing in broken French. 

Hun£ tu RcK:ane caveto ^. 

Conneft yourfclf, while you arc in France, intirelY 
V^iih the French ; improve yourfelf with the old, divert 
yourfelf with the young ; conform cheerfully to their 
cuftoms, but not to their vices. Do not however re- 
monftrate or preach againft them, for remonftranccs 
do not fuit with your age. In French companies in 
general you will not find much learning, therefore take 
care not to brandifli yours in their faces. People hate 
thofe who make tncra feel their own inferiority. 
Conceal all your learning carefully, and referve it for 
the company of fes gens d'eglife, or Us gens de robe \ \ and 
even then let them rather extort it from you, than find 
you over willing to draw it. You are then thought^ 
trom that feeming unwillingnefs, to have ftill more 
knowledge than it mav be you really have, and with 
the additional merit or modefty into the bargain. A 
man of learning, if he afFe^s to fhow it, is queftioned,, 
and he is reckoned only fupcrficial \ but if afterwards 
it appears that he really has it, he is pronounced a ped- 
ant. Real merit of any kind cannot long be conceal- 
ed ; it will be difcovered, and nothing can depreciate 
it, but a man's exhibiting it himfelf. It may not aK 
ways be rewarded as it ought \ but it will always be 
.known. You will in general find the women of the 
heau monie at Pai^is more mltrudied than the men, who 
arc bred up fingly fu: the armj, and thrown into it at 
twelve or mirteen years old ; but then that fort of ed- 
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uc.ulon, wViisili m;kes them ignorant of books, pvfj 
tlic«n \\ irr^Mt knowlcl't: cf the woru!, au eafv ativlrcrii 
asvl jx)Utc manners. 

Fc.iliion is ny^re tyrinnical at .V.irls than in any other 
plac.: ill tlu* \'-,.'r!ii ; it ;^ovtfrns cv^iii more abfolutely 
than thiir kin^r, which is faying a great deal. The 
Icjft levuf: a^.iinll iris pnniihcd by profcription. Yott 
nuill obr-Tve, an. I conform to all iJie mi/tutiar of it, if 
you will h: in fuHiion Jierc yourfclf ; and. if you are 
not lA fafhio'i, vi)U aie nobody. Ciet therefore, at all*^ 
events, into tiu* company of thofe men and womeil- 




you. Take |(v«:at ere never to tell in one company 
M'hat you fee or hear in another, much lefo to divert' 
rh«' prefunt comp.i^y at the cxpjnfeof the laft ; butl^^ 
diferetion unJ. fecreey be known parts of your chai^- 
acler. 'i'hey will carry you much farther, and. 
much fafer, tnan more ihining talents. Be upon yow 
guard againft quarrels at Paris ; honour is extremQ* 
ly nice ther^^, tliough the alTerting it is exceeding^ 
penal. 

Paris is the place in the wcrld where, if you pleafi|. 
,you may bcft unite the uf//s and the ^ir/c/ J. £ve& 
your pleafurcs will be your improvements, if you take 
them witli the pcop^: of tlie plaee, and in high life. 
From what you have hitherto done every where elfc, I 
h;ive juil rciifon to believe that you will do every. 
thing y*>u ou^ht at Paris. Remember that it is your 
dccifive moment ; whatever you. do there will be known 
to thoufands here •, ami your characker there, whatev^' 
it ii, will get before you hither. You will meet wiflt 
it at London. May you and I both have reafon to IC* 
joicc at that meeting ! — Adieu ! 

t The iiTcful aiiJ the plcalUar, 
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LETTER XCIIL 

Men of Pleafure..*Cervian and Italian Languagei. 

TMYBZAR FK!ZND, LoD.^On, M^y thc 8dl* 

X JlT your age, tlie love of pleafures is extremely nat- 
ural, and the enjoyment of them not unbecominjr j but 
the danger, at your age, is miftaLinij; the object, and 
fetting out wrong in the purfuit. Ihe charaftcr of a 
man of pleafurc dazzles young eyes -, they do not feo 
their way to it dillindbly, and fall into vice and profli- 
gacy. 1 remember a llrong inftance of this a great 
many years ago. A young fellow, determined to ihine 
as a man of pleafure, was at the play, called the Libtr^ 
the Deftro ed^ a tran flat ion of 2 e Ft/din de Pierre oi 
Moliere. He was fo ftruck with what he thought the 
"fine charafter of the Libertine, that he iw«re he would 
be the Libertine Deftroyed, Some friends alked him, 
whether he had not better content himfelf with being 
only the Libertine, without being deftroyed ? to which 
he anfwered with great warmth, " No \ for that being 
deftroyed was the perfsftion of the whole." This, 
extravagant as it feems in this Hght> is really the cafe 
of many an unfortunate young fellow, who, captivated 
by tlie name of pleafures, rufhes indifcriminately, and 
without tafte, mto them all, and is finally deftroyed, 
I am not ftoically advifing, nor preaching to you, to 
be 3 ftoic at your age \ far from it : I am pointing out 
to you the paths to pleafures, and 1 am endeavouring 
only to quicken and heighten tlieni for you. Enjoy 
pleafures, but let them be your own, and then you 
vrill tafte them : but adopt none \ truft to nature for 
genuine ones. The plealures that you would feel, you 
muft earn : th»=. man who gives himfelf up to all, feelg 
none fetifioly. Sarda.iipiiius, 1 am convinced, never 
in his lire felt any. Thofe only who join ferious oc- 
cupations with plea Cures, feei cither as they ihould do. 
An uninterrupt "d ilfj of pleafures is as inhpid as con- 
temptible. Some hours giv 'n every d ly to ferious 
bufiiefs mud whet both the mind and ttie fjnfes, to 
ijoy thole of pi'-drurc.. A iuifdicd gluttoniaacmi*- 
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men, the common irreguhiritics of the fenfes ; but tliq 
do not for-.v-ve the Icaii vice of the heart. I'he heal 
never grovs better by age ^ I tear rather worfc ; a4wa)i 
harJ.v.'r. A young liar will be an old one 5 and a youB| 
knav. vi'ill only be ,\ greater knave as he grcws oldel 
But th' v.Ul a had younjy heart, accompanied with? 
gooii h' .!«^ ( wlii"l>, by th.! way, very iVldom is the caft 
Yt"\]]v y.'t'rw in a mor* advanced' age, from a coil 
ftioLriv.!l.s Ml Its lolly, as well is oi its ifuilt, fuch a coll 
verfion woiiltl only he tiioujlir prudential and politio^ 
but nev'.:r rjnctrt. I hcpe in Gcd, ami I verily b'"lie<0 
i.h.-i you want no r-'oral virtue. But the pofiLffionja 
all rl:.„* mornl virtues, in aSJu pritM t, as the logici^ 
c^l! n. ^s TKt fuflii i-:nt : y('U nuifl have them in ttlA 
fe i"\ t'^n N^iy, th:it is not iuflicicnt neither ; yoi 
xn '!l bavv* l*:c r^ jUa ion of them i.ifo. Your chalj 
a'''';r io th' woild ir.uil be built upon that folid foul 
daiii^n, or it wili fc.'^n f..l!, and upon your own heai 
Yfu Ciir'H»t thettfore be too careful, too nice, td 
fcrupuloi'=^, in efkVi'illiing this charnfter at firft, upci 
wiiich your winkle cIlj-j nd,^. Let no converfation, xN 
ex'imple,t.o f:,lli!cn. no 6c» tnoty no filly dcfire of feci 
in;.' TO be :ibove v. hat moil knaves, and many fooB| 
call rrcj u'Ic'.s, ever tempt you to avow, excufe, ev, 
tenuai'; or hn-p^h at tbe Icafl. breach of morality \hA 
fli:.vv upon all orcafiOTis, and take all occafions to flicnl 
a deteitation and abhorrence of it. There, thou|^ 
young, you c;^u^ht to be (l;i6t ; and thrre only, wl 
young, It becomes you to be Ih ift and fevere. Bl 
there too, fparc tl r perfons, while you lafh thecrim< 
To come noM^ to a point of much lefs, but yet 
very great conftquence, at your firft fetting out. 
extremely upon your guaid againft vanity, the codi 
mon f:iiling of inr xp'rienctd ycuth ; but particnlaiM 
^gainft thi'.t kind of va'":ity that dubs a man a coxcomw 
— a ch?ra£ler '^'Mcb, once acquired, is indelible. V 
is rot to be imagmed by how many different wvji 
vari:y defeats its own purrofcs. One man deciddj 
peren;ptorily upon every fubjecE^, betrays his ignorausf 
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)on many, and fliows a difgufting prefumption upon 
c reft. Another defires to appear fuccefsful among 
le women -, he hints at the encouragement he has re- 
lived, from thofe of the moft diftinguiflied rank and 
;auty, and ^intimates a particular connexion with 
•me one 5 if it is true, it is ungenerous 5 if falfe, it isr 
[famous : but in either cafe he deftroys the reputa- 
on he wants to get. Some flatter their vanity, by 
ttle extraneous objefts, which have not the lead re- 
.Hon to themfelves — fuch as being defcendcd from, 
dated to, or acquainted with people of diftinguiflied 
lerit and eminent charafters. They talk perpetually 
f their grandfather fuch-a-one, their uncle luch-a-one, 
ad their intimate friend, Mr. fuch-a-one, with whom, 
oflibly, they are hardly acquainted. But admitting 
: all to be as they would have it, what then ? Haye 
Ky the more merit for thefe accidents ? Certainly 
ot. On the contrary, their taking up adventitious, 
roves their w.mt of intrinfic merit— a rich man never 
prrows. Take this rule for granted, as a never fail- 
ig one, that you m\ift never feem to afFefb the char- 
ter in which you have a mind to fliine. Modeily is 
le virtue which fecures merited applaufe. The af- 
!3ation of courage will make even a brave man pafs 
aly for a bully ; ^is the afFoclation of wit will make a 
lan of parts pafs for a coxcomb. By this modefly, I 
not mean timidity, and awkward baflifulnefs. On 
le contrary, be inwardly firm and fteady, know your 
wn value, whatever it may be, and z& upon that 
tfneiple \ but take care to let nobody difcover that 
pa do know your own value. Whatever real merit 
Gftt have, other people will difcover ; and people al- 
ttys magnify their own difcoveries, as they leflen 
Ikofe of others. 

'.Revolve all thefe things ferioufly in your thoughts, 
cjfore you launch out alone into the ocean of raris. 
tecolledl the obfervations that you have yourfelf 
^dc upon mankind ; compare ^rnd cotvn^ft. ^'mr. 
wA my inflru£tionSy and then aO: {yft-em^XAC-aJX-^ -ax^ 
nfequentially from them. Lay youf Y\tx\c ^\axvxvoN 
!ch you will hereafter extend aiA Vrcv^xoN^ 

X 
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your own obfervations, and by the advice of thofc 
who can never mean to miflcad you— I mean Mr. . 
Harte and myfelf. 



LETTER XCV. 

travellers ought to pay Attention to all they ge to Jie»„7lie 
Geftteei in Drefi,*,Firmnefi in Dtmeatiour- 
MY BEAR fRi£^D^ Lonuofi, May the 24th* 



I 



RECEIVED yefterday your letter of the 7th, from 

Naples, to which place I fnid you have travelled ciaffi- . 
cally, critically, and da *vir/uojo. You did right, fcr , 
whatever is worth feeing iit all is worth feeing wellf 
and better than moil people fee it. It is a poor and ; 
frivolous cxcule, when any thing curious is talked of^- 
that one has fccn, to fay, ' I faw it, but really 1 did not, 
much mind it.' Why did they go to lee it, if they j 
would rot mind it ? Or m hy would they not mind it J 
when they faw it ? — Now that you are at Naples, yoii.q^ 
pafs part of your time there, in the court, and the beftr 
companies. 

Mr. Harte informs that you are clothed in fump-r 
tuous apparel 5 a young fellow fliould be fo, efpeci— -, 
ally abroad, where fine clothes are fo generally the.i, 
famion. Next to their being fine, they Ihould be wdlo 
made, and worn eafily \ for a man is only the le&Jj 
genteel for a fine coat, if in wearing it he fliows %■ , 
regard for it, and is not as eafy in it as if it was a^ , 
plain one. j 

I thank you for your drawing, which I am impatient , 
t> fee, and which I (hall hang up in a new gallery that'j 
lam building at Blackheath, and very fond of^ but I 
am ftill more impatient for another copy, which I 
wonder I have not yet received — I mean tne eopy of 
your countenance. I believe, were that a whole ^^ 
length, it. would ftill fall a good deal fliort of the dv» ; 
menfions of the drawing after Dominichino, which you 
,bj 1$ about ei^ht feet high : and I take youj as wcU as 
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lyfelf, to be of tric family of the Piccolomini +. Mr. 
?athurft tells me, that he thinks you rather taller than 
am ; iffo, you may very poflibly get up to five feet 
ight inch^^s, which I would compound for, though 1 
i'ould vvifh you five feet ten. In truth, what do 1 not 
I'ilh you, that has a tendency to perfeftion ? I fay a 
endency only, for abfolute perfection is not in human 
laturc, lb time it would be idle to wiili it. But I am 
'ery willing to compound for your coming nearer to 
)ericcUon, than the generality of your cotcm{)orarics : 
VIr. Ilnrte. alhrms that you are addi6\ed to no vices, 
fou have imiioi;lj::dly a ilock both of ancient and 
modern leriridiijr, which, I will venture to fay, !:obody 
afyour a<r^ has, and which mult now daily increafe, 
dovvhat you wiil. What then do you want towards 
that pvaoticablc degree oF perfection which I willi 
you ? Nothing, hjtthe knowh'dge, the turn, and tlie 
jnaniicrs of the worM ; I mean tho^heau monde X. Thefe, 
rt is impoflil.): J lh:.i: you can yet have quite right ; they 
are not given, th :y mull be learned. But then, on the 
other iiand, it is iino.jiiloie not to acquire them, if one 
uas a mind to them; for they are acquired infenfibly, 
by keeping good coinpiny, it one has but the leaft- at- 
tention to tluir characlcij and manners. Every man 
l>eeomes, to a certain degree, what the people he p;cn- 
^ally conv'.rfes with are. He catches their air, their 
inamiers, and even their way of thinking. If he ob- 
f^Aes with attention, he will catch them foon ; but if 
j*c docs rot, he will at long run contradl them infenli- 
ply. I know nothing in the world but poetry, that 
'* not to be acquhcd by applicntion and care. The 
'Um total of this is a very comfortable one for you, as ic 
plainly amounts to this, in your favour ; thpt you now 
"'^nt nothing but v/hat even your pleafures, if tley 
*tc liberal ones, will teach you. I congratulate both 
^Ou and myfelf, upon your being in fuch a fituation, 
^t, exceptmg your exercifes, nothing is now wani- 
ng but pleafures to complete you. Take them, but 
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(as I am fure you will) with people of the firfl fafhion, 
wherever you are, and the bufincfs is done ; your ex- 
ercifes at Paris, which I am fure you will attend to, 
will fupple and fafhion your body ; and the company 
you will keep tliere will, witji Ibme degree of obferva- 
tion on your part, foon give Vcu their air, addrefs, and 
manners. Let not thofe conhderations, however, make 
you vain j they arc only between you and me : but as 
ilicy are very comfortable ones, they may juftly give 
you a manly aflurancc, a Srmnefs, a fteadniefs, with- 
out which a man can neither be well bred, or in anj 
light appear to advantiuxc, or rv^ally. what he is. They 
may juJtly remove all timidity, awlcward baihfulnclsi 
lov/ diuidcncc of one's-l'tlf, and mean abject complai- 
fance to every or any body's opinion. Le Bruyere faySi 
very truly, On ne vaut dans ce monde^ que ct i, ul Von *vai 
i/a/oir f. It is a right principle to proceed upon in tic- 
world, taking care only to guard againil the appeaniK 
ces and outward fymptoms of vanity. Your whohf 
then, you fee, turns upon the company you keep ft*- 
the future. I have^ laid you in vari rty of the bcft a^ 
Paris, where, at your arrival, you will find a cargo rf 
letters, to very different forts of people, as inaux ejpr^H 
fgavantSt et hsllis dames X' Thcfo, if you will trcqucntj 
them, will form you not only by their examples, but; 
by their advice, and admonitions in private, as I have 
dcfired them to do ; and confequcntly add to whaty 
have, the only one thing now needful. 

Pray tell me what Italian books you have read, awl 
whether that language is now become familiar to you. 
Read Ariofto and Taffo through, and then you wil 
have read all the Italian poets, who, in my opinion, ffl 
worth reading. In all events, when you get to P ~ 
take a good Italian mafter to 'read Italian with 
three times a week ; not only to keep what you h» 
already, which you would otherwife forget, i)ut alfo 
perfea: you In the reft. It is a great pleafure, as 
^$ a great advantage, to be able to fpeak to people 

f We cannot be ref peeled la iVvt v<ot\4 >«\xiEi^>a.\. x^^^^k&vk^ «i 
ielves* 
J Max of wit aad learning, aucvd voovtw o^ U^v^^xv. 
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I nations, and well, in their own language. Aim at 
trfeflion in every thing, tliough in moft things it is 
attainable ; however, thofe who aim at it^ and pcr- 
vere, will come much nearer it, than thofe, whofe 
zinefs and defpondency make them give it up as un- 
tainable. A man wh9 fets out in the, world with 
:al timidity and diffidence has not an equal chance in 

; he will be dlicouraged, put by, or trampled upon, 
ut, to fucceed, a man, elpccially a young one, (hould 
ave inw.^rd fr -nncfs, (Icadinefs, and intrepidity ; with 
cterior ni^detly ^Jid dirlidence. H^ murk modeftly, 
ur ^ti'-.'ntr.iy, ail-ft his own rights and privileges. 
ta-jitlf in 7?i:do, biit/ortiter in re. He fhould have an 
9p;ireni fra-nkiiefs and opennefs7 but with inward 
lotion and clofenefs. All thefe things will come to 
3U by frc;q.a':;nting and obferving good company. And 
(rgood company, I mean that fort of comp.my, which 

called good company by every body of that place.. 
SThen all this is over, we Ihall meet ; and then we , 
►ill talk over, teu a tetey the various little finifhing ' 
rokes, which converfation and acquaintance occa- 
(BJnally fuggeft, and which cannot be methodically 
fritten. 



"Better xcvi. 

^/en;erance and Ardour in Fur/uits ...Anecdote of Cardinal 
ylMa^arin^ and Don Louis de Haro...Want of Attention and 
' Aifince. 

IT DIAR- TRIEND, Londoil, JuHC thc 5th. 

AVE received your pifture, which I have long 
ted for with impatience ; I wanted to fee your 

tenance, whence I am very apt, as I believe moft 

Ic are, to form fome general opinion of the mind. 

•painter has taken you, as well as he has done Mr. 

;.(for his pifiure is by far thc moft like I evet 
^ in my life) 1 draw good concluCiotv^ i\om '^a>ax 
\ntenance, which haaiboth fplrit and tvruftv vcv\\.* V 
}Bikjou zre pretty weJi increafcd fiuce 1 ivw ^o\x •- 
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your height is not increafed in proportion, I defin 

you will make haile to complete it. When yo 

to Paris, above all things, be careful in your cho: 

company ; and notliing, I muft obferve, finks a j 

man into low company, both of women and me 

furely as timidity, and diffidence of himfelf. 

thinks that he fhall not, he may depend upon it h 

not pleafe. But with proper endeavours to p 

and a degree of per fu a fi on that he fhall, it is a 

certain that he will. How many people does one 

with every where, who, with very moderate parti 

very little knowledge, pufli themielves pretty farj 

ly, by being fanguinC, enterprifing, and pcrfeve 

They will take no denial ; difficulties do not dii 

age them ; repulfed twice or thrice, tliey rallyj 

charge again, and nine times in ten prevail at 

The fame means wilt much fooner, and more cert 

attain the fame ends, with your parts and know! 

You have a fund to be fanguinc upon, and good J 

to rally. In bufinefs (talents fuppofed) nothing is 

efFeftual, or fuccefsful, than a irood, though cone 

opinion of one's-felf, a firm rcifolution, and an uj 

tied gerfeverance. None but madmen attempt ii 

fibilities ; and whatever is pofllble, is one ws 

another to be brought about* If one method fai 

another, and fuit your methods to the charadlei 

have to do with. At the treaty of the Pyrenees, ^ 

Cardinal Mazarin, and Don Louis dc Haro, 

eluded, dans V iJJe des Faijans *, tlie latter carried 

very important points by Lis conftant and cool ] 

vcrance. 

The Cardinal haitall the Italian vivacity and 
tience ; Don Louis all the Spanifh phlegm and 
cioufnefs. The point which the Cardinal had tt 
heart was, to hinder the re-cftabli(hm-ent of the j 
of Conde, his implacable enemy \ but he was lo 
to conclude, and impatient to return to court, ' 
ab/ence is always d2Li:\geTou^. Don Louis obicxvo 
^n6, never failea at ever^ eoTvitx^\\c^vo\i\vcv>{^SjQft 
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of the prince of Conde upon the tapis. The Cardinal 
for fome time refufcd even to treat upon it ; Don Louis, 
with the fanie/z//^ /roU, as conilaiitly perfilled, till he 
at lafl: prevailed, contrary to the intentions and the in- , 
tercft both of the Cardinal and his court. Senfe muft | 
diftinguilh between w.hat is impollible, and what is | 
only difficult ; and fpirit and peri'':;verance will get the '■* 
better of the latter. 1 muft not omit one thing, which \ 
IS previoufly neccfTary to this, and indeed to every .' 
thing eifc — wliich is attention, a flcxibiiity of atten- - 
tion ', never to be wholly engrofled by any part or fu- 
ture obje£l, but inllantly direfted to the prefent one, 
be it what it will. An abfent man can make but few - 
obfervations ; and thofe will be disjointed and imper- 
fcGt one?, as half the circumftances muft neceflarily 
efcape him. He can purfue nothing ftcadily, becaufe 
his abfences make him lofe his way. They are very 
difagrceable, and hardly to be tolerated in old age 5 
but, in youth, they cannot be forgiven. If you find 
that you have the leafl: tendency to them, pray watch 
yourielf very carefully, and you may prevent them 
now J but if you let them grow into a habit, you will 
find it very difficult to cure them hereafter 5 and a 
worfe diftemper I do not know— Adieu ! 



LETTER XCVII. 

FrUniJhip*»,Art ef Sf€aking,...Hanii 'writini...,The Ptliti 

S florid. 

' MT DEAR FRiiNP, LondoD, JuIy the 9th* 

g I SHOULD not deferve that appellation in returit 
: Ttom you, if 1 did not freely and ^plicitly inform you 
cif every corrigible defeft, which I may either hear of, 
ittfpe£i, or at any time difcover in you. Thofe who, 
•jn the common courfe of the world, will call themfelvet 
your friends, or whom, according to the couvwow^sa- 
rionsof fricndihip, you may poff\b\^ iVw^LtaLOcv^-w'-^ 
never tell you of your faults, ftiW Uts oi '^^>yt ^«^ 

McSbs. But on th^ contrary, x»qxq ^^&xov^ v^ ^' 
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you their friend than to prove themfelves yours, ihtj 
will flatter both, and, in truth, not be forry for either. 
Interiorly, mofl people enjoy the inferiority of their 
bed frien«ls. TK'uleful and ofTential part of friend- - 
fliin to you is ref-.i ved Rugly for Mr. Harte and my- 
fr'lt , our relations to you iland pure, and unfufpefted 
oi'-.J! private views, in whatevt:r we fay to you, we 
rin r.r.vj n > -ntcr::!!: but yours. We can havti no com* j 
;vt:T;t,ii, :i.) ir'aloufy, -^jo fecrct envy or malignity. Wc 
.;:■. LP* rer :« uuhorifcd to reprcf<nt, udvife, and re-''^ 
•n-r Irai: : ; id yo::r reafon mull tell you that yoa 
ci./:i; lo ; •.t. i-il re, -n;! believe iis. 

\ :r 1 cr:dii/!y irf(^rmed, tl\at there is ftill a confidcr--! 
:.ic\-i nltch or hobl/lc in yc-ur '-aunciuion ; and thatj 
when you fp':'ak faft, you Tomi limes ipeak unintelligi-j 
biy. I havt: former- y ai:i frrcju^ntly "Jaid my thoughts- j 
before you fo fully upon this iub;-:61:, thiit I can fay. 
nothing njw upon It iiov. . I mutt therefore onlyrfr-i 
peat, that your wlioic depends upon it. Your trade ttf 
to fpeak well, both in public and in private. Thcj 
m«\nner of your fpeiiking is full as important as the'-i 
matter, as more people iiave cars to be tickled thai j 
undcrltandiii^^s to judge. Be your J)rodu£tions everfoj 
good, they will be of no ufe, if you ftiile and ftrangk j 
them in their birth. The beil compofitions of Core%I| 
if ill executed, and played out of tune, inftead of 
touching, as they do when well performed, would onl] 
excite the indignation of the hearers, when murder< 
by an unikilful performer. But to murder your owfli 
produftions, and that coram popuio f, is a Medean cnukff»J 
which Horace abfolutely forbids. Remember of whS; 
importance Demofthenes, and one of the Grace 
thought enunciation 5 read what ftrefs Cicero anc 
Quintilian lay upon it 5 -even the herb-women at'^ 
Atiiens were cor reft judges of it. Oratory, with all ittfl 
graces, that of enunciation in particular, is^ full ashe*j 
ceflary in our government as it ever was in Greece 
Rome. No man can make a fortune or a figure in 
country, without fpeaking, and fpeaking well in pal^ 
^ ' 

'l' Before the ueoplc% 
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Ic. ' If you will perfuade, you muft firft pleafe ; and 
F you will pleafe, you muft tune your voice to har- 
aony^ you muft articulate every fyllable diftinftly, 
our emphafes and cadences muft be Itrongly and prop- 
rly marlced, and the whole together muft be grace- 
ul and engaging : if you do not fpeak in that manner, 
^ou had much Ixtter not fpeak at all. All the learning 
^ou have, or ever can have, is not worth one groat 
rithout it. It may be a comfort, and an amufenient 
D you in your clofet, but can be of no ufe to you in 
:lie world. Let me conjure you therefore, to make 
his your only objeft, till you have abfolutely con- 
quered it, for that is in your power ; think of nothing 
elfe, read and fpeak for nothing elfe. Read aloud, 
though alone, and read articulately and diftinftly, as 
if you were reading in public, and on the moft impor- 
tant occafion. Recite pieces of eloquence, declaim 
fcenes of tragedies to Mr. Harte, as if he were a nu- 
meroMS audience. If there is any particular confonant 
which you have a difficulty in articulating, as I think 
you had with the R, utter it ni'duo is a.id millions of 
times, till you have uttered it right. N.^ver fpeak 

auick, till y.;u have firft learned to fpoak well. In 
lort, lay afuie every book and every thought that 
does not direflly tend to this great objeft, abfolutely 
decifive of your future fortune and figure 

The next thing neceflary in your deftination, is 
^iting corredlly, elegantly, and in a good hand too ; 
in which three particulars, I am forry to tell you, that 
you hitherto fail. Your hand-writing is a very bad 
one, and would make a fcurvy figure in an office-book 
of letters, or even in a lady's pocket-book. But that 
Eiult is eafily cured by care, fince every man, who has 
the ufe of his eyes and of his right hand, can write 
wrhateverhand he pleafes. As to the corredinefs and 
degancy of your writing, attrition to grammar does 
lie one, an4 to the bell authors the other. In your 
cttcr to me of the 27th June, you omitted the date of 
he place, fo that I only conjetiured from the cpntent* 
hat you were at Rome* ' 
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Thus I have, with tlie truth and freedom of the 
tenJcrefl affection, told you all your defefts, at leaft 
all that I know or have heard of. I am happy that 
they are all very curable ; they muft be cured, and I 
am fure you will cure them. That once done, nothing 
rcmiins for you to acquire, or for me to wifh you, but 
the turn, the n-.anners, the addrefs, and the graceid 
the polite world, which experience, obfervation and 
good company will infcnfibly give you. Few people at|| 
your apje have read, fecn, and known fo mttch as 



being difcouva]2;cd by what you ftill want, what jc 
already have iiioiil.t encour;ige you to attempt, % 
convince y(^u that by attempting you will inevital 
obtain it. Tb'.' (liincuitics which you have furmouni 
were mucli greater than «".ny you have now to ena 
ter. Till very lat.ly ycur way has been only tin 
thorns and bi iurs ; the few that now remain are x 
with rofes. 

When I cad up vour acccunr, as it now ftands, I 
joicc to fee the b.d\nce fo much in your favour ; i 
that the items per coy,t'a are fo few, and of fuch a nat 
that they may be very eafily cancelled. Bywaji 
debtor and creditor, it Hands thus : 

Creditor. By French. Debtor. To Englifh. 

German. Enuncial 

Italian. Manners. 

Latin. 
Greek* 
Logic. 
Ethics. 
Hiftory. 
r Naturae. 
Jus -J Gentium. 

(.Publicum. j^ 

This, my dear friend, is a very true accounty aM 

very enceuraging out iox >je\3L. A man who WT 

(o Jittle, can clear it off m 2l\^\^ \\\x\a \\m^^ is^&^^i 

h a prudent man, nvWV •, VfY^txt?L's»'3im^\\^>«\kaV\' 
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Kgcnce owes a great deal, defpairs of ever being 
: to pay ; and therefore never looks into his ac- . 
nts at all. 

VTien'you go to Genoa, pray obfcrve carefully all 
environs of it, and view them with fomcbody, 
) can tell you all the fituationsand operations of the 
(Irian army, during that famous fiegc, if it deferves 
►e called one ; foriil reality the town never was bc- 
ed, nor had the Auflrians anyone thing nectiTiry 
I fiege. If Marquis Centurioni, who was laft win- 
in England, fliould happen to be there, go to him 
1 my compliments, and he will {how you all ima-» 
ible civilities. 

could have fent you fome letters to Florence, but 
I knew Mr. Mann would be of mojre ufc to you 
\ rail of them. Pray make him my compliments. 
avate your Italian, while you are at Florence; 
ire It is fpoken in its utmou purity, but ill pro- 
toed. 

ray fave me the feed of fome of the beft melons you 
and put it up dry in paper. You need not fend it 
. but Mr. Harte will bring it in his pocket when 
!pmes over, I (hould likewife be glad of fome cut- 
S of the beft figs, efpecially /V f(o gentiUy and the 
thefe ; but as this is not the fcafon for them, Mr. 
in, wir, I dare fay, undertake that commiflion, and 
bthem to me at the proper time, by Leghorn.— 
eu! 

rr- — ' . 

: LETTER XCVIII. 

fledge of tin IVorld ^,, By fi em-Monger s.„F I at lery, 
DiAK r EI END, London, AugufttheSth* 

^iCE your letter from Sienna, which eave me a 
rioipfrfedt account both of your illneis and ^omt 
^ — f, I have not received one word eiOciex \xotj\ 
jfr. Harte. I impute this to tVie careYeSxv^t^ o^ 
^^. £ngJy f . and the great diftauce bet^eetv vx^^ 
fat cxpolcs our letters to thofe accvAeuXs% "^ 
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when you come to Paris, whence the letters arrive 
very regularly, I lliall infill upon your writing t( 
conilantly once a week ; and that upon the fame 
for inftance, every Thurfday, that I may know 
what mail to expect your letter. I fliall alfo icc 
you to be more minute in your account of you 
than you have hitherto been, or than I have requi: 
beciufe of the information which I have received! 
time to time from Mr. Harte. At Paris you' wi 
out of your time, and mud fet up for yourfelf : 
then that I fliall be very folicitous to know how 
carry on your bufmefs. While Mr. Harte was 
partner, the care was his (hare, and the profit y< 
But at Paris, if you v/ill have the latter, you i 
take the forhier along with it. It will be quite a 
world to you ; very diirerent from the little world 
you have hitherto fccn ; and you will have muchi 
to do in it. You muft keep ycur little accounts 
ftantly e\'ery morning, if you would not have t 
run into confuficn, and fwell to a bulk tliat w 
frighten you from ever looking into them at all. 
mull allow fome time for learning what you do 
know, and fome for keeping what you do know: 
rou mull leave a great deal of time for your pleafi 
[t is inJe.'d by cc^nvtrfiition, dinners, fuppers, ci 
tainmenis, &c. in the bcft companies, that you i 
be formed for the world. The graces of manner, 
the pleafing in converfation, cannot be learned by t 
ry ; they are only to be got by ufe among thoie 
have them ; and they are liow the main obje& of ; 
life, as they are tlie neceflary fteps to your fortune, 
man of the beft parts, and the greateft learning* I 
does not know the world by his own experience 
obfervation, will be very abfurd ; and confequc 
very unwelcome in company. He may fay very { 
things } but tliey will probably be fo ill-timed^ 
placed, or imprCpetly addreffed, that he had muclii 
jter hold his tongue. ¥\i\\ o^ \vv^ o^^ xsvatter, and 
informed of, or inalte\\t\velot\vt^7i\ucxiNax cv\cas^ 
ces and fituations o£ tVve com^'a.x\N[,>RfcNcoL\& Sx 
?rinimately ; he puts fome \jeo^\^ o^X^l ^wsfis 



I 
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he fliocks others : and frightens all, who dread whafi 
may come out next. The moft general rule that I can 
give you for the world, and which your experience 
will convince you of the truth of, is, never to give the 
tone to the company, but to take it from them ; and 
to labour more to put them in conceit with themfelves, 
than to make them admire you. Thofe whom you can 
make to like themfelves better, will, I promifc you 
like you very well. 

■ A Syftem-monger, who, without knowing any thing 
of tlie world by experience, has formed a ^ftem of it 
m his dufty cell, lays it down, for example, that (from 
the general "nature df mankind) flattery is pleafing. He 
will therefore flatter. But how ? Why, indifcrimi- 
nately. And inftead of repairing and heightening the 
^iece judicioufly, with foft colours, and a delicate pen* 
jcil ; with a coarfe brufli, and a great deal of white- 
|Brafli, he daubs and befmears the piece he means to 
gadorn. His flattery offends even his patron, and is al- 
iinoft too grofs for his miftrefs, A man of the world 
jimows the force of flattery as well as he does ; but 
«hen he knows how, when, and where to give it ; he 
proportions his dof« to the conftitution of the patient* 
Ude flatters by application, by inference, by comparifoS, 
3)y hint ; and feldom direaly. In the courfe of the 
world, there is the fame diflPerence, in every thing, be- 
tween fyftem and praftice* 



LETTER XCIX. 

Marl »f ffuntin^don.^.Parliumentary Go<vernment,..C9nKeffions^^ 
Lady Herijey ..Perjons raifed in Life by exieri9r Manners 
Chronological Hificry.^n^ullyU Memoirs^ 

SIT DEAR rRiKND, LoBdon, O^o'jcr the 2»d* 






X HIS letter will, I am perfuaded, find you, and I 
liope fafcljc arrived at Montpellier j whence I truft that 
Mr. Harte's indifpofition wril, by being totally removed, 
«IIow you to get to Paris before Chriumas. You will 
tbere bnd two peoplcj who, though both £ngliib| I ro- 
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connncn.l in the ftmnpt^ft manner polFible to vour at»\' 
I'-niion ; and a.lvlic )ou to i'jrm the molt intimatC;; 
c(UMii.c\i(>ns with tluni bo:h, in their dutl'rent ways. 
The one is a man wlioin you already know fomctliing 
of, but not nc.\r enouojli : it i» the Earl of Huining-> 




ravts arc a.'s ii-.jick as his knowledge is txtcnfive ; and 
if ijnahty wjre worth putting into an account, where 
cvtrycthi'v item is fo much more valuable^ his is the 
iirlh ahnort in tliis country: the figure he will makCiJ 
loon after he returns to it, will, if I am not more mif- J 
takju than ever I was in my life, equal his birth and, 
my hopes. Such a cunnecition will be of infinite ad- 
vantage to you ; and, I can affiire you, that he is ex-, 
trcmely diipufed to form it upon my account ; and] 
will, I hope, and believe, dcfire to improve and ccmc 
it upon your own. 

In our parliamentary government, connc£iions are] 
abfolutely ncceflary ; and, if prudently formed, and, 
ably mamtained, the fuccefs of them is hifalliblt' 
'I'herc are two forts of connections, which I would at; 
ways advifc you to ha\e in view. The firft I will call; 
equal ones ^ by which I m?an thole, where the twt; 
connecting parties reeiproeully find their account, from ^^ 
pretty near an equal clci'grec of parts and abilities. InjI 
thofe, thor • muft he a freer communication ; each muft i 
fee that the other is able, and be convinced that he il J 
V'illing to be of ufc to him. Honour mufl be the J 
principle of fuch connections ; and there muft be »J 
miiiual dependence, that prefent and feparatc intereftj 
lliall not be able to break them. There muft be»| 
joint fyftem of afiicn ; and in cafe of diiFercnt opia«, 
ions, each mult recede a little, in order, at laft, to form 
\n unanimoi's one. Such, I hope, will be your coDrj] 
neftion with Lord Huntingdon. You will both'come.i 
into parliament at the fame time ; and, if you have an 
equal fl.iare of abilities and application, you and hCt 
•with other young people, who will natundly aflJ>»; 
ijitCj mny form a bajxd which will be rdfpe&cd by ai^^ 
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Iminiftration, and make a figure in public. The other 
)rt of conne<Slions I call unequal ones ; that is, whc?c 
le parts are all on or.c fide, and the rank and fortune 
n the other. Here the advantage is all on one fide, 
ut that advantage mud be ably concealed. Complai- 
mce, an engaging manner, and a patient toleration of 
ertain airs or fuperiority, muft cement them. The 
rcaker party muft be taken by the heart, his head giv- 
ig no hold j and he mull be governed, by being made 
3 believe that he governs. Thefc people, ikilfully led> 
!ve great weight to their leader. I have formerly point- 
d out to you a couple that I take to be proper objccSiy 
3r your (kill ; and you will meet with twenty more» 
^T they are very rife. 

The other perfon, whom I recommend to you, is a: 
;oman : it is LaJy Hervey, whom I diredled you to- 
all upon at Dijon j but, who, to my great joy, becaufe 
) your great advantage, pailcs all this winter at Paris, 
he has been bred all her life at courts ; of which flic, 
iis acquired all the cafy good-breeding, and politenefs,* 
rithout the frivoIouin;ifs. She ha-i all the reading that 

woman fliould have, and more il:a*i any woman need 
avc ; for {he underftanda Latin peifc£t'; \vl':1, though 
le wifely conceals it. As Ihe will lock upon you as- 
CT fon, 1 de(?re that you will look upon her as my de- 
:gate : truft, confult, and apply to!:-.? withou: relcrve- 
jcfiie her to reprove and ccrrccl any, and every, tlvc 
:a ft error and inaccuracy in your manners, alr,addref3, 
kc. No wom.an in Europe can do it fo well ; none 
irill do it more readily, or in, a more proper and oblig- 
Jlg manner. In fuch a cafe flie will not put you out of 
jbunteiiance, by telling you cf it in company ; but ei- 
jbcr inti^iate it by feme fign, or wait for an epj^)ortu* 
lit? when you are alone together. She is alfo m the 
^ft French company, where fhe will not only ii^tro- 
ittce, but fuj' you, It I niay ufe fo low a word. And I 
ten afiure you, tiiat it is no little help in the hau morJe^ 
* be puffed* there by a fafliionable woman. K^wd^v^M. 
ic inclofed billet to cj:rry her, orAy ?.s vx c^xU^ctxX^ o^ 
tcirfciim/o/joiirpcrjon, which ll^Vt ix. Iq^ '5f7xw\&'J 
tcould Jiotknow ^i^ain. 
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You would be fo much fo much furprifed 
ceivc a whole letter from me, without any men 
the exterior ornaments necelTary for a gentlenr 
manners, elocution, air, addrefs, graces, Scc.that, i 
ply with your expecVaiions, I will touch upon thci 
iC'll you, that when you come to England, I wi 
you ibme people whom I do not now care to nan 
ft d to the highcft ftatiohs fingly by thofe exteri< 
' adventitious ornaments ; whofe parts would nev« 
cMitiilcd them to the fmallcft oflice in the exciff 
they then nectflliry, and worth acquiring, or not 
will ice many inftances of this kind at Paris, par 
ly a glaring' one, of a perfon* raifed to tne 
poits and dignities in France, as well as to be a 
io vercign of tlic fafnionable world, fingly by the 
of his perfon and addrefs ; by woman's chit-cl^ 
conipanied with important geftures ; by an in 
air, and pleafing a6jrJ. Nay, by thefe iielps h 
paflcs for a wit, though he hath certainly no una 
fliarc of it. I will not name him, becaufe it wc 
very imprudent in you to do it. A young fc! 
his iirll entrance into the i^eau mondty mud not 
the king defaSlQ there. It is very often more n£ 
to conceal contempt than refentment, the forme 
never forgiven, but the latter fometimes forgott< 
Tliere is a fmall quarto book, entitled Hiftcru cl 
iquiJe la FranccyW lately publiflied le Prefident H 
a man of parts and learning, with whom yc 
probably get acquainted at Paris. I defire that 
always lie upon your table, for your recourfe to a 
as you read hiftory. The clironology, though 
ly relative to the hiftory of France, is not Cngl; 
fined it ; but the mod in terc fling events of all t 
of Europe are alfo iaferted, and many of them 
cdbyfliort, pretty, and juft refledions, Th 
edition of les mimoirts dt Sully ^ in three quarto vo 
is alfo extremely well worth your reading, as 
jpive you a clearer and truer notion of one of the 
JUitereiting periods ot ti\^ ^i^TvAv\vv^Qrt^ >Jkmi '\q 
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yet have formed from all the other books ycu may have 
read upon the fubjccl. Tliat prince, I mean Henry the 
IVth. had all the accompliliiments and virtues of a 
hero, and of a king, and almofl of a man* The lait. 
are the moll rarely feen — may you poflefs them all. 
Adieu. 

«>^M^i— .^^»i— »«»^— Mil— MM>— * ■■■ I I III « I II I I I ■ll II I—— I ■ ■ ■ ■ 

LETFER C. 

Hiff^ry of France.'^.Ccvernment of Clovis.,.,Sfaies GeneraL^l- 
Tiers Etat, . . Family tf Capet, . ^Manner offtudying Hijlcry „ • . 
Company end Con'verjation*. 

^MY D£AR FRIZN'D, LondOH, NOY. lft«. 
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HOPE this letter-will not find you ftill at Mont- 
|»el1ier, but rather be fent after you to Paris, where, i 
^m perfaaded, that Vr. Hartc could. find as good ad- 
vice for his leg as at Montpellier, if not better ; but i£ 
lie is of a different opinion, I am fure you ought tO' 
|hy there as long as he defires. 

" while you are in France, I could wifli that thehour*; 
^ou allot for hiftorlcal amufement fhould be entirely 
%eyoted to the hiftory of France. One always ifeads 
IliftDry to moft advantage in that country to wliich it \f^ 
Vcladve ; not only books, but pcrfons, heing ever at 
^and, to folvc the doubts and clear up difficulties; I 
li^by no means advifc you to throw away your time ifi'- 
knfacking, like a dull antiquarian, the minute and un- 
ihportant parts of remote and fabulous times. Let 
"ockheads read what blockheads wrote.. A general- 
ion of the hiftory of France, from the conqueft of 
t country by the Franks, to the reign of Lewis the 
?th. is fufficient for ufe, and confequently fufiicient 
youw There are, however, in thofe. remote times 
iC remarkable seras, that deferve more particular 
ntion ; I mean thofe in which fome notable alter-- 
s happened in the tonftitution and form of gov— 
inent. As for example, the fettlement of Clovis in ^ 
ul, and diic form of government ^blda. \\t, >J5sRxv ^^- 
^liffaed ; for^ by the way, that foTtvi oi qpNtxtvTc«xv^ 
Sflcrcd ia this particular from ill t\x^ oxxi^x ^^'2e^ 
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governments, that the people, neither colleAive 

by rcprefentativcs, h«id any fliare in it. It ^ 

mixture of monarchy and ariftocracy ; and whai 

called the States General of France coulifted o 

the nobility and clergy, till the time of Philip de '. 

the Tcry beginning of the fourteenth century, wl: 

called the people to thofe aflemblies, by no meai 

the good of the people, who were only amufed b 

pretended honor,but in truth, to checlc the nobilr 

cl -Tgy, and induce them to grant the money he y 

for nis profufion : this was a fchtme of JKnguern 

Marigny, his minifter, who governed both him a 

kingdom to fuch a degree, as to be calk'd the c( 

for and governor of the kingdom. Charles J 

laid afide thefe affemblies, and governed by open 

Pepin rellored them, and attached them to him 

"With tliern the nation; by which means he dc 

Childcric, and mounted the throne. This is a f 

period worth your attention. The third race of] 

which begins with Hughes Capet, is a third p< 

A judicious reader of hiftory will fave himfelf a 

deal of time and trouble by attending with care 

to tliofe inter efting periods of hiftory, which fi 

remarkable events and make ajras ; and going i 

ly over the common run of events. Some people 

hiftory as others read the Pilgrim's Progrcfs ; g 

equal attention to, and ind i fcrim in ately loading 

tncmories with every part alike j but I would hav 

read it in a diiTerent manner. Take the fhorteft g< 

Jiiftory you can find of every country, and mark < 

in that hiftory the moft important periods, fueh as 

<|uefts, changes of kings, and alterations of the fon 

ifovernment ; and tliea have recourfe to more extc 

iiiftories, or particular treatifes, relative to thefe 

points. Confider them v/ell, trace up their ca 

and follow their confcquenccs. For inftance, thi 

a moft excellent, though very fliort hiftory of Fr 

by Lc Gendre. Read th-^t with attention, and 

iirill know encu?;lv o? tVve g^^w^t-A \A^cst>^ s VjMt i 
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lofe fubjefts. In latter times, Memoirs, from thofe 
f Philip de Commines down to the innumerable ones. 
1 the reign of Lewis XlVth, have been of great ufe, 
nd thrown great light upon particular parts of hift- 
ry. 

Convcrfation in France, if you have the addrcfs. 
nd dexterity to turn it upon ufefu^ fubjedls, will ex- 
:eedingiy improve your hiftorical knowledge ; for 
leople tnere, however claflically ignorant they may be„ 
hinkit a {h.^me to be ignorant of the hiftoiy of their 
»wn country : they read that if they read nothinsr 
:lfe ; and having oken read nothing elie, are proud or 
aving read thnt^ and talk of it willingly ; even the 
romen are well inllrufted in that fort or reading. I 
imfar from meaning by this, that you fhould alway» 
K talking wifely, iu company, of books, hiftory, and 
Batters of knowledge. There are many companies, 
irhich you will, and ought to keep, where fuch conver- 
ktion would be mifplaced and ill-timed *, your owa 
jood fenfe mud ditlinguiQi the company and time, 
lou muft trifle with triilers ; and be ferious only 
Wth the ferious, but dance to thofe who pipe. Cur in 
Antrum Cat fever} venifii P* was juftly faid to an old' 
ttan : how much more fo would it be to one of your 
igc ? From the moment that you are drefled, and go* 
•Ut, pocket all your knowledge with your watch, and 
ever pull it out in company unlefs delired : the pro- 
Ucing of the one unafked, implies that you are weary 
F the company ; and the producing of the other un- 
iquired, will m?ke the company weary of you. Com- 
tay is a republic too jealous or its liberties to fuller 
di£3:ator even for a quarter of an. hour; and yet in that, 
I in all republics, there are fome few who really gov- 
m ; but then it is by feeming to difclaim, inftcad of 
ktemnting to ufurp the power : that is the occafion 
1 which manners, dexterity, addrefs, and the unde- 
liable^'^ nefyais. quoi trittmph \ if properly exerted, their 
onqueft is fure, and the more laftinj^ for not belu^ 
icrceivcd. Remember, that this is tvoX. or\^ ^ovix W5^ 
txdgreutett, but ought to be almofll ^oux oti^-^ ^\^^ 
'bilcjrou arc in France. 

'C9to, whj haa Zhou catCTCd the th^a^txc ift ^X^ va.^^^^^ ^^*^ 
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I know tliat many of your countrymen are apt 
the freedom and vivacity of the French, petulant 
ill-brceding ; but ihouli ycu think fo, 1 defirc. 
mr.ny accounts, that you \\ iii not fay fo : I admi 




del you will do very weii to form yourfelf. V 
their fteady afiurancc impudence : Why ? Or 
caule what' we call modefty is awkward baflifi 
and mawvulfe heme* For my part, I fee no impu> 
but, on the contrary, infinite utility and advanta 
prefenting one's-f:lt with the fame coolnefs and \ 
cern in any and every company : till one can do 
am very lure that one can never prcfent oneVfel 
Whatever is dorxC under concern and embarra: 
mult be ill done ; and, till a man is abfolutely ea 
unconcerned in every company, he will ne^ 
thought to have kept eood, nor to be welcome 
A fteady afTarance, wim feeraing modefty, is p 
the mcft. ufcfal qualification that a man can h; 
' every part of life. A man would certainly make 
' inconfiderable fortune and figure in the world, 
■ modefty and timidity fliould often, as baflifulnc 
ways iloes, put him in the deplorable and lame 
fituation of the pious iiineas, when, ohjlupmtjjltu 
f #M^, €t <VQxfaucihu5 ha:fit* Fortune (as well as w 

•——Born to be controurd^ 

Sloops- to the forward and tbe.bold*- 

Firmncfs and intrepidity, under the white ban 
real, but not awkward modefty, clear tlic way foi 
it, tliat would other wife be difcoura^ed by diffii 
in its journey ; whereas barefaced impudence 
noify and bluftering. harbinger of a wortiilefs and 
lefs ufurper. 

You will think that I fhall never have done n 
sending to you thefe exterior worldly accom 

<— 1— — ^M— ■— ■■ I II I I III H I ■ ■■■—— ^^» 

+ Irr.pudcnt cox«:^m\i^. 
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«icnt5 ; and you will think right, for I never (hall v 
they are of too great confequence to you, for me to be 
indifFerent and negligent about them : the (hintng part 
of your future figure and fortune depends now wholly 
upon them. Thefe are the acquifitions which mult 
give efRcacy and fuccefs to thofe you have already 
made. To have it faid and believed, that you are the 
moft learned man in England, would be no more than 
was faid and believed ot Dr. Bentley : but to have it 
faid, at the fame time, that you are alfo the beft-bred, 
moft polite, and agreeable mnn in the kingdom,, would 
be fuch a happy compofition of charafter as I never 
yet knew any one man deferve ; and which I will en- 
deavour, as well as ardently wifh, that you may. Ab- 
folute perfeftion is, I well know, unattainable 5 but I 
know too, that a man of parts may be unwearily aiming 
at, and arrive pretty near it. Try, labour, perlevere.— * 
'Adieu I 



m. 
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Jtitlis of Condu3,*%^€/s.,,Gaming.,J'a'verns*,JTcys»*XharaC*, 

^. tar of a Raka. 

s. MT DEAR FRIEND, Loiidon, November the Sdu 




^^^EFORE you get to Paris, where you will foon be 
Heft to your own difcretion, if you have any, it is ne- 
j ceflary tliat we (hould underiland one another thor- 
oughly ; which is the moil probable way of preventing 
liiputcs. Money, the caufe of much mifchief in the 
n)rld, is the caufe of moft quarrels between fatliers 
Uid fons \ the former commonly thinking that they 
-iinnot give too little, and the latter that they cannot 
p^ve enough ; both equally in the wrong. You muft 
f4o me the juftice to acknowledge, that I have hitherto 
wieither ftinted nor grudged any expenfe that could be 
fef ufe or real pleafure to you ; and 1 can allure yo^^ ^X 
«e way, that yoiz have travelled at ^ rcvuc\\ tcvo\^ ^^^- 
Cderable expenih than I did mYfcU •. \i\x^.\ ^^'^^'^'^ 
PJttdi as thought o£ that, while l^ii. lUxV^ ^-^^^^.^ 
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head of your finances, being very fure that the fuTMl 
granted were fcrupuloufly applied to the ufes for 
whioh they wcvc intended. But the cafe will foon be 
altered, and you will be your own receiver and treafur- 
er. However, I promife you, that we will not quarrel 
lir^ly upon the c".J'''«w, which iliall be cheerfully and 
frcciy granted ; liie arpiication and appropriation ofit 
will be the r^r.t Mial pc int, which I am now goir.g to 
clear up, and f:::.Al!y icttli with you. I will fix, or ciren 
name, nolettLd allowance, though I well know, inrsy, 
own mind, what wrul.i be the propcT one ; but I will 
firfi: try your drau^;^;its, by which I can in a gooddc< 
gree judge of your conduct. This only I tell you i 
general, that^ it' the eluUincls through which my men 
IS to go are the prrp-ri- ones, tliC fource fhall not ' 
fcanty ; but f]]ould it devl:at;i into dirty, niud-.iy, a:! 
obfcurc ones (which, by the bye, it cannot do fc-r 
week, without my knowing it) I give you fair ard tira 
Iv notice, tliat tl;e fource\vill initantly be dry. Nr. 
fiartc, in eltablifliing you at Paris, will point cutt 
you tliofe proper channels : he will leave vcu thcr 
upon the footing of a man of fafhicn, and twill con- 

*tinue you upon the fame ; you will havo ycur coack 
your valet-de-chambrc, your own f >otman, and a val 

'ct-de-jdace 5 which, by the way, is one fervant mor 
than Ihad. I woul.l have you very well drefled, br 
which I mean, drcilcd as the generality of people of 
faihion are ; that i;>, not to be taken notice of, for be- 
ing either more or kfs fine than other people ^ it is bj 
being well drefled, not finely drefild, that a gentleman 
fliould be diftinguiflied. leu mult frequent les/itsd 
clesy which expc nfc 1 will willingly fupply. You muft| 
play, a des pciits jetix de commerce X^ in mixed compa-'j 
nies ; that article is trifling •, I fliall pay it cheerfuuvS 
All the oihc-r articles of pocket-money are \crv incoi 
fidevable at Paris, in comparifon of what'thcvai 
here ; the filly cuftom of giving money wherever onfij 

dines or fups, and tiit expenfivc importunity of fut 

icrijuioijs, not be'mg vet \cvvco^Mct.^ ^.V^xe, Havini 
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as rcckorted up all the decent expenf; 
m, which I will moft readily dc:fray, 1 



es of a gcntle- 
come now to 



arc you, that no confi.Icriition in tlie world ihall ever 
ikc ms pay your play-debts : ihouid you ever urge to 
D that your honour is pawued, I ihi.ulj moft immovc- 
ly anfwer you, tliat it was your honour, not mine, 
It was pawned j and that the creditor might e'ea 
LC the pawn for the debt. 

LiOw company, and low pleafures, are always much 
>re coftly than liberal and elegant ones. The difgrace- 
l riots 01 a tavern are much more expenfive, as well 
d: (honourable, than the excefles in good company. 
auft abfolutely hear of no tavern fcrapes and fquab- 

LsAljf there is another fort of expenfe tliat I will 
It allow, only becaufc it is a fiily one j I mean the 
pliog away your money in baubles at toy fhbps. 
avc one handfome fnuii-box (if you take fnufF) and 
Le handfome fword , but then no more very pretty 
id very ufelefs things. 

By what goes before, you will eafily perceive that I 
can to allow you wharcvcr is nt^ceflliry, not only for 
iC figure, but for the j«icj:iuf'.*s of a gcntkmnn, and not 
I fupply the profufi Ji. of a r?kc, 1 his, you niuft con- 
fix does not favour ci cither the feverity or parilmony 
'old age. I conlider this agreement between us as a 
ibfidiary treaty on my j^art, for fervices to be per- 
irmed oa yours. I proinife you, that I will be as 
jtaJlual in tlie payment of the fubf.dies as England 
ll^bccii during the lafi. war ; but then I give you no- 
^> at the fame time, that 1 require a mucii mere fcru- 
^8 execution of the treaty on your part than we 
,with on that. of our allies, or elfe that payment will 
flopped. I hope all that I have now faid was abfo-> 
^Ij uuncceffary, and that fentiments more worthy 

more noble tuan peciiniary ones wo\\\d ot \i\^xxx* 

fts h^^^ I!^^^"-^^ ^^^ ^^ y^^^ the conduCt \ T^co^ 

j|/ J b^ciu sdl eveflts, I lefolvcd to \>^ oiw*^ ivyt ^ 
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cxnlicit with you, th;it, in t!ic worll tliat can hr 
yov: r.iiv ".or pi'..'.M .;. .i^i.uic:, and complain that 
not fuiiuK'nny L.vpbincd \o you my iiiientious. 
J ...vi:';^: . "ciitioned tli-: v» .♦'.j rake, I nnift T.iy a 
nr Lwo mi.. Jipo-i thai: iu. j "t, becauie yuai:,;; ] 
ti.;o t.jqn-M. ) . a.id i:l\v.i^ - i:i«liy, arc i»))C ton 
thut c'l^r.jcl.r li>r i^iit oi a nv.ni of |- 1, a hi re: 5 w! 
there are not in the w(.)Vj(i two tharadcr.^ more 
rent; A rake is a compoliiioii of ail tli-. Iwwtlt* 




illy 

flAgiiious footman, or porter, makes full as good 
as u man of the firll quality. By the bye, let n 
you, that, in the wildtll part of my youth, I nev< 
a rake, but on the contrary, always deteiled and 
fed the character. 

Remember that I (hall know every thing you : 
Ao at Paris, as exaclly as if, by the force or ms 
could follow you evcry-where, like a fylph or a gi 
invifible myfclf. Seneca fays, very prettily, ths 
fliould alk nothing of God but what one fnould b 
ling t!iat men tliould know \ nor of men, but wh 
(hould be willint^ that God fliould know : I advii 
to fay or do nothing at Paris but what you wou 
willing that 1 fliouid know. 1 hope, nay i believe 
will be the cafe. Senfe, I dare fay, you do not ^ 
initruction, I am fure, you liave never wanted ; 
riv nee you arc daily gaining ; all which together 
inevitaoly (I fliould think) make you both refpedat 
umiahUy the perfection of a human charaftcr. L 
cafe, nothing (hall be wrinti:ig on my part, an 
{liall folidiy experience all the extent and tenderm 
my alfeclion for you » but dread tlxe rcverfc of b 
•^Adieu, 
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LETTER CII. 

ttulgsfor the ConduSi of a young Man fitting $ut in the IForU... 

Greek Literature,,, parrels. 
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X HAVE fent you fo maay preparatory letters for 
Paris, that this which will meet you there, Ihall only 
he a fummary of them all. 

You have hitherto had more liberty than any body 
of your age ever had ^ and I mifft do you the jufticc 
to own, that you have made a better ufe of it than moit 
j>eople of your a^e would have done ; but then, though 
vou had not a jailor, you had a friend with you. At 
^aris, you will not only be unconfined, but unaiTiftedi* 
Your own good fcnfe muft be your only guide 5 I have 
p-eat con^dence in it, and am convinced that I ihicil re- 
ceive juft fuch accounts of your conduft at Paris as I 
<ould wifli. Enjoy the innocent pleafures of youth ; 
you cannot do better : but refine and dignify tliem like 
a man of parts : let them raife and not (ink, let them 
adorn and not villify your charafter j let them, ia 
fliort, be the pleafures of a gentleman, and taken with. 
your equals at leaft, but rather with your fuperiors^ 
and thofe chiefly French. 

Inquire into the charaders of the feveral academi- 
tiianss before you form a conae£iion with any of them ^ 
I and be moft upon your guard againft thofe who makes 
^ die mod court to you. 

You cannot ftudy much in the academy ; but you 

inr.y ftudy ufefully there, if you axe an economift o£ 

your time, and beftow only upon good books thofc 

juarters and halves of hours which occur to every body 

jA die coutfe of aUnoft every day ; and which, at the 

f^ Tear's end, amount to a very confiderable fum of time* 

J ^ Greek, without fail, fhare fome part of every day r 

* do not mean the Greek poets, the catches of Anac- 

'j^on, or the tender complaints of Theocritus, or ev^vv 

*^ej)orter-like language of Hornet's Veto^t> s ^i^^wVo^ 

"^J unatterers in Greek know a litl\e, c\vio\.^ oIxr-tv^ ^-^ 

^^iiofalwajsj iutlmean Plato, J^x\ft.QX^ai^^^^ 

Z 
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hcncs, and Thucydides, whom none but adepts knoV, 
it is Greek that muft diilingiiifh you in the iearncA 
world ; Latin will not. And Greek mull be fought to 
be retained, for it never occurs like Latin. When 
you read hiftory or other books of anuifement, let ev- 
ery language you are mailer of have its turn ; fo that 
fou may not only retain, but improve in every one. 
alfo defire that you will converfe in German ?.nd 
Italian, with all the Germans and the Italians with 
whom you converfe ^t all. This will be a very agree- 
able and flattering tiling to them^ and a very ufeful one 
to you. 

Pray apply ypurfelf diligently to your excrcifes ; for 
thougn the cloing them well is not fupremdy nierito- 
tIous, the doing them ill is illiberal, vulgar, and ridic- 
ulous. 

I fend you the inclofed letter of Tecommendation to 
Maiquis Matignon, which I would have you delivers 
ihim as foon as you can. You will, I am fure, feel the 
good efFe6lsof his warm friendfliip for me, and lord 
Jjolingbrolce, who has alfo written to him upon your 
iiibje£l. By that, and by the other letters which I nave 
fent you, you will be at once fo thoroughly introduced . 
into the beft French company, that you muft take fomc ; 
pains if you will keep bad ; but that is what I do not j 
iufne<5l you of. You have I am fure, too much right I 
ambition to prefer low and difgraceful company to tSat f 
of your fuperiors, both in rank and age. i our charao- 1 
ter, and confequently your fortune, abfolutely dependt I 
upon the company you keep, and the turn you take at It 
I^aris. I do not, in the leaft, mean a grave turn ; ^ 1 
the contrary, a ^ay, a fprightiy, but, at the fame tim^ l{ 
inelegant and liberal one. lif 

Keep carefully out of all fcrapes and quarrd^ 1^ 
They lower a charafter extremely, and are particulaiif lit 
dangerous in France, where a man is difhonoreid bypflt li; 
refenting an affront, and utterly ruined by cefeatiif K 
it The young F^etKhmen are hafty, giddy, petulan^ Iv: 
mnd extreniely uaUon^X. "t^jvtV-ait ttom any nationJ lo 
jokes or refletTious, wVudv ^\«: 'A'v^^'^ vKwYta^^» ^ 
p>aimonly unj ull. Tke coY^^t x«\^xxi\»x»wStf>^. 
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ally look upon France as a whiftling, finging, dancing, 
frivolous nation : this notion is very far from being a 
true one, though tmny petit s tnattres^ by their behaviour, 
feem to juftify it ; but thofe very petit s maitres^ when 
jnellowed by age and experience, very often turn out 
able men. The number of great Generals and Statcf- 
xnen,as well as authors, that France has produced, is. 
an undeniable proof, that it is not that frivolous un^ 
thinking, empty nation, that northern prejudices fup- 
»ofe it.— Seem to like and approve of every thing at 
nrft, and I promife you that you will like and approve. 
of many things afterwards. 

I expecb that you will writa to me conftantly, once 
every week, wnich I defire may be every Thurfday ; 
and that your letters may inform me of your perfonal 
tranfackions ; not of what you fee, but of whom you 
fee, and what you do. 

Be your own monitor, now that you will have no 
other. As to enunciation, I mull repeat it to you 
again and again, that there is no one thing (b neceifary ;. 
and all other talents, without that, are abfolutely ufe- 
kfs, except in your own clofet. 



LETTER cm. 

Jtif/fx for CwduQ continuid^:Perf9nal Ntotnefs..»Tafig i/t 
Drefs,..Cl€anline/s.^.ReafoiiabUneJs of Mittnaing t9 littli 
nings. 

MT DCAft FRIEND, Loodon, November the iitb^ 



Y, 



__ OU will poflibly think that this letter turns upon 
fcangc, little trilling objefts 5 and you will think right, 
rf you confider them feparately : but if you take them 
Aggregately, you will be convinced, that as parts, which 
Confpire to form tlrat whole, called the exterior of a 
*ttan of falhion, they are of importance. I fliall not 
iwcU now upon thofe perfonal graces, that liberal air, 
^nd that engaging addrefs, whfch 1 have fo often te- 
^mmended to you ; but defceiid ftiW \o>n^x > \.o -^^^^xiS. 
^cfs, elcsinlineu, and care of your ^^ifou% 
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When you come to Paris, you muft take care to be 
extremely well drefled ^ that rs, as the fafhionable peo- 
ple arc. This does by no means eonftft in the finery, 
but in the talle, fitnefs, and manner of wearing your 
olothes : a fine fuit ill made, and flatternly or ftiflr 
worn, far from adorning, only expofes the avvkwardncls 
of the wearer. Get the beit French taylor to make 
Yoiir clothes, whatever they are, in the fathion, and to 
tit you : anil then wear them, button them, or unbat- 
ton them, as the gentecleft people you fee do. Let 
vour man learn of the befl;//7/^«r to do your hair well, I 
^or that is a vciy material part of your drefs. Take 'l 
c.irc to have your (lockings well gartered up, and your 
fhoes well buckled ; for nothing gives a more flovenlf 
air to a man than ill drefTed legs. In your perfon you 
mud be accurately clean ; and your teeth, hands and 
nails, Ihould be fuperlatively fo : a dirty mouth has real 
ill confequences to the owner, for it infallibly caufci 
the decay, as well as the intolerable pain of the teeth ; 
and it is very offenfive to his acxjuaintance, for it will 
moft inevitably ftink. I infill, therefore, that you 
wafh your teeth the firft thing you do every morningi 
with a foft fpunge and water, for four or five minutesi 
jind then wafli your mouth five or fix times. Mouton, 
whom I defire you will fend for upon your arrival at 
Parisi will give you an opiate, and a liquor to be v&i 
fometimes. Nothing looks more ordinary, vulgar, ani 
illiberal, than dirty hands, and ugly, uneven, and i^ 
ged i|ails : I do not fufpefl you of that fhocking, awt 
ward trick, of biting yours 5 but that is not enough i 
you mud keep the ends of them fmooth and clean, not 
tipped with black, as the ordinary people's always art* 
'iiie ends of your nails fliould be fmall fegments ofcir? 
clcs, which, oy a very little care in the cutting, thef 
arc very eafily brougnt to ; every jime that you vipc 
your hands, rub the fkin round your nails backwaxoSi 
that it may not giow up, and morten your nails too 
much. The clcanlinels of the reft of your.perfoh^ 
ivhich by the way wiU conduce greatly to your neakhi 
I refer from time to time to Ave^^Liacv, ^^-^ tc)&Ti\M3utiie 
tAcfe particulars ari£e^ ^1 hceX^ qhixC^ fe^xsw\jw»fcV& 
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ion that the hints are not unneceflary ; for when 

1 Mrere a fchool-boy, you were flovenly and dirty, 
3ve your fellows. I muft add anotner caution, 
ilch IS, that upon no, account whatever you put 
ur fingers, as too many people are apt to do, in your 
»fe or ears. It is the moft fhocking, nafty, vulgar 
denefs, that can be oiFered to company 5 it difgufts 
te, it turns one's ftomach 5 and, for my own part, il 
ould much rather know that a man's finger were 
dually in his breech, than to fee them in nis nofe. 
"afli your ears well every morning, and blow your 
>fe in you J handkerchief whenever you have occa- 
•n ; but, by the way, without looking at it after- 
irds. There ihould be in the leaft, as well as in 

2 grcateft parts of a gentleman, les tnanteres nobles *. 
nfe will teach you fome, obfervation others : attend 
refully to the manners, the diflion, the motions, o£ 
ople of the firft fafhion, and form your own upon 
5m. Oil the other hand, obferve a little thofe of 
5 vulgar, in order to avoid them : for though tlic 
ings which they fay or do may be the fame, tlie man- 
ris always totally difibreht ; and in that, and noth« 
l elfe, confifts the chara£);eriftic of a man of fafhion. 
le lowed peafant fpeaks, moves, dreffes, eats, and 
inks, as much as a man of the firft fafhion \ bat does 
em all quite differently; fo that by doing and fay- 
r moft things in a manner oppoute to that of the 
Igar, you have a great chance of doing and faying 
cm right. There are gradations in awkwardnefs and 
Igariim, as there are m every ^thing elfe. Les manieres 
rt^^f, though not quite rignt, are ftill better than 
mmieres lourgeoi/es :j: ; and tnefe, though bad, are ftili 
tter than les fnaniires champaigne §. But the Ian- 
age, the air, the drefs, and the manners of the court, 
5 the only true ftandard. Ex pedt Herculem fl is an oM 
d true faying, and very applicable to our prcfent 
3Jcft ; for a man of parts, who has been bred at 
urts, and ufed to keep the beft company, will dif^ 

' 1 he tnannew of nobility. \ TV\t mannw^ ni x!cvft\vH^«^* 

Of the ruHic^. 1 Of Oi* «\\A»*m»* 

Ucicukt by hi9 foQU 

z % 
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tlnguifli himfelf, and is to be known from the vulgar,' 
by every word, attitude, gefture, and even look. 1 
cannot leave thefc feeming «/>«//>, without repeating ^ 
to you the neccfKty of your carving well ; which is an' 
article, little as it is, that is ufeful twice every day of 
One's life : and the doinpj it ill is verv troublefome to 
One's -felf, and very difagreeable, often ridiculous, to 
others. 

Having faid all this, I cannot help reflefting, what 
d formal dull fellow, or a cloiftered pedant, would fay,,. 
if they were to fee this letter : they would look upon 
it witn the utmoft contempt, and fay, tliat furely a 
father might find much hotter topics for advice to a 
ion. I would admit it, if I had given you, or that yoa 
were capable of receiving, no better ; but if fufficient. 
pains have been taken to form your heart and impro?c 
your mind, and, as 1 hope, not without fuccefs, I witf 
tell thofe folid gentlemen, that all thcfe triflingj^ thinga^^ 
as they think them, collectively form thatpleahng^Vit 
/fail qwi that in/embU f , which they are utter ftrangcrs- 
to both in themfclves and others. The word amiahli;) 
is not known in their language, or the thing in thdr.- 
manners. Great ufage of the world, great atteiitioii|^> 
and a great defire of pleafing, can alone give it 5 and it j 
is no trifle. It is from old people's looking upoit • 
thefc things as trifles, or not tmnking of them at alf,!;! 
that fo many young people are fo awkward, and fo ill-' 
bred. Their parents, often carelefe and unmindful of 
them, give them only the common run of education^* 
as fchool, univerfity, and then travelling ; without cx-*.1 
amining, and verjr often without being able to judgeji 
if they did examine, what progrcfs they make m anj/- 
one of th°fc flakes. Then they carelcfslv comforftS 
themfelves, and lay, that dieir fons. will do like other!! 
people's fons ; and fo they do, that is, commonly very^' 
ill. They correfl none of the childifli, nafty trickiii^]^ 
which they get at fchool j nor the illieral mannert-i 
which they contraft at the- univerfity ; nor the frivo-j 
lous and fuperficial pertnefs, whicn is commonly alk^ 

w^~\ — •"•^ 

-\; Thac altogether. 
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at they acquire by their travels. As they do not tell 
sm of thefe things, nobody elfe can ; fo they go on ia 
E praftice of them, without ever hearing, or know- 
», that they are unbecoming, indecent, and (hock* 
>. For, as I have often formerly obferved to you, 
Dody but a father can take the liberty to reprove a 
uug fellow grown up, for thofe kind of inaccuracies 
d improprieties of behaviour. The moft intimate 
endfhip, unafEfted by the paternal fuperiority, will 
t authorife it. I may truly fay, therefore, that you 
z happy in having me for a fincere, friendly, and 
ick-fignted monitor. Nothing will efcape me ; I 
ill pry for your dcfeds, in order to correft them, as 
rioufly as Ifball feek for your perfeftions, in order 
applaud and reward them ; with this difference 
ly, that I (hall publicly mention the latter, and never . 
u at the former, but in a letter to» or a tite-a-tefe with 
a. I will never put you out of countenance before 
mpany ; and I hope you will never give me reafoik 
be out of countenance for you, as any one of the 
Dve-mentioned defers would make mc Fratw mn 
at dt minimis \^ was a maxim in the Roman, law^ for 
xfes only of a certain value were tried by them ; but 
!re were inferior jurildiftions, that took cognifante 
the (mailed. Now I fhall try you, not only as a 
etor in the ^reated, but as a cenfor in lefler, and as 
: lowed magiftrate in the leaft cafes, 
[ have this moment received Mr. Harte*s letter of 
: ift November, by which I am very glad to find that 
thinks of moving towards Paris, the end of this 
iijth, which looks as if his leg was better ; beikles, 
my opinion, you both of you only lofe time at 
)ntpelher ; he would find better aavice, and yeu 
tcr company, at Paris. In the mean time, I hope 
1 go into the beft company there is at Montpcllicr^ 
1 mere always is fome at thelntendant's or the Com- 
ndant's. You will have had fuU time to have learn- 
Us peiiies cbanfoni Languedociennet, which are cxceed- 
prctty ones, both words and tunts. \ tt.'w\^"«^tx> 

t The prmtor reg^ds novWtUt tiuix^s^. 
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Vfhcn I was in tliofr parts, I was furprifed at the dif- 
fcre.ice which 1 found between the people on one fide, 
and thofc on the otiKT iide of the Rhone. The Pro- 
venceaux were, in general, furly, ill-bred, ugly, and 
fwarthy : the Languedocians the very reverie — a cheer« 
ful, v^-ell-brcd, handfome people. — Adieu ! Yours moft 
afleaionatcly. 



LETTER CIV. 

French Marint and Commera,.. Treaty »/ C§mMirci,t*JB ef 

Navignti§n„*Orthogreifhy, 

MT DEAR FRiBM o, Londoii, Nov* thc igtlt 



I 



Was very glad to find, by your letter of the 1 2thf. 
that you had informed yourfelf fo well of the ftate o£' 
the rrench marine at Toulon, and of ^the commerce: 
at Marfeilles : they arc obje£ts that dcferve the inquiry^ 
and attention of every man, who intends to be con-j 
cerned in public affairs. The French are now wifelf.' 
attentive to both \ their commerce is incredibly in^ 
creaicdy within thefe lad thirty years : they have beat* 
en us out of great part of our levant trade : their, 
Eaft- India trade has greatly aflc<^ed ours : and, in the* 
Weft-Indies, their Martinico eftahlifliment fapplies^ 
not only France itfelf, but the greateft part of Europe^' 
with fugars : whereas our Iflands, as Jamaicai Basoa«^ 
doesy and the Leeward, hc^ve now no other market foB 
theirs but England. New France, or Canada, has aUb 
greatly lefTened our fur and ikin trade. It is true | 
you fay) that we have no trtaty of commerce fubfi 
\T\s (I do not fay 'with Marfeilles) but with Fram 
There was a treaty of commerce made, between Eng^i 
land and France, immediately after the treaty o£L^ 
Utrecht ; but the whole treaty was conditional^ and || 
to depend upon the parliament's enabling certaiftMi 
tilings, which were ftipulated in two of thc articles :" 
thc parliament, after a vci^ {Amous debate, would notJ 
do it i fo thc treaty ieW to tV- ^x^v^w^ \\\aru^tx^tlic 
9ut' lines of tliattreuty 2ixe>\>^ t£t>jx\xiL -^x A \as»x ^|j»r 
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lit, the general rules of our prefent commerce with 
ranee* it is true too, that our commodities, which 
3 to France, muft go in oht bottoms ; the French 
aving imitated, in many refpe£ls, our famous 2iGt o£ 
avigaiion, as it is ccmmoniy called. This a£i was 
lade in the year 1652, in the parliament held by 
ttiver Cromwell. It forbids all foreign fhips to bring 
ito England any merchandife or commodities whatfo- 
rcr, that were not of the growth and produce of that 
3untry to which thofe fhips belonged, under penalty 
f the forfeiture of fuch fhips. This a<ft was particu- 
riy levelled at the Dutch j who were, at that time 
le carriers of almoft all Europe, and got immenfely 
f freight. Upon this principle, of the advantages ari- 
Dg from freight, there is a provifion in the fame a£i» 
|at even the growth and produce of our own colonies 
iAmericafhallnot be carried thence to any other CGun- 
w in Europe, without fii (I touching in England i but 
PS chuie has lately been repealed; in the mftances o£ 
taieperifhable commodities, fuch as rice, &c. which 
allowed to be carried dire£lly from our Americaa 
nies to other countries. Ihe zGt alfo provides^ 
two<-thirds, I diink, of thofe who navigate the faid 
i, fhall be Britifh fubjedis. There is an excellent,, 
book, written by the famous Monfieur Huet, 
, ^ue d'Avrahches, fur U c9PiMtrce its dnmns, * which 
fctiy well worth your^readinr , and very foon read. It 
Q give you a clear notion oi the rife and propprefs of 
Nnmerce. There are many other books, which take 
ptbe hiftory of commerce, where Monfieur d'Av- 
llc}ics leaves it, and bring it down to thefe times : I 
!in& you to read fpme of tnem with care ; commerce 
ing a very eflential part of political knowledge in every 
Vintry ; but more particularly in this, whioi owes all 
\ xiclies and power to it. 

I come now to another part of your letter ; which 
the orthography, if I may call bad fpelling tarthographp^ 
DU fpell induce, tnduce^ and grandeur, you fpell gran^ 
tif I two faults, of which few of m^ Vua^ife-XK^^ 

* Q» the cozamercc o£ \hft ui&\sAXft«. 
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would have been guilty. I muft tell you, that orthofb 
raphy, in the true fenie of the word, m fo abfolutdy 
neceiTary for a man of letters^ or agentlenian, that one 
falfe fpelUng may fix a ridicule upon him for the reft of 
his life ; and I know a man of quality who never re* 
covered the ridicule of having fpelkd wholi/mt withoubl 
the qtf. 

Reading with care will fecurc every body from fi 
fpelling ; for books are always well fpelled^ accordb 
to the orthography of the times. Some words are i 
deed doubthil, being fuelled differently, by difficrc 
authors of equal authority ; but thofe are few i and 
thofe cafes every man has his option, becaulc he i 
plead his authority either way : out, where there is 
one right way, as m the two words above-mentioned 
is unpardonaole, and ridiculous, for a gentleman 
mifs It : even a woman ef a tolerable education wor 
defpife, and laugh at a lover, who fhould fend hec 
ill-lpelled hilUt'doux^ I fear, and fui^fi:, that you h 
taken it into your head, in moft cates> that the m 
is all, and the manner little or nothing. If you * 
undeceive yourfelf, and be convinced^ that in 
thing, the manner is full as important as the mi 
If you fpeak the fenfe of an angel in bad words* 
witn a aifagreeable utterance, nobody will hear 
twice, who can help it. If you write epiftles ad mt. 
Cicero, but in a very bad hand, and very ill-Cpe' 
whoever receives, will laugh at them ; and if yoa 
the figure of an Adonis, with an awkward air and 
tions, it will difguft inilead of pleafing. Study i 
ncr therefore in every thing, if you would be 
thing. My principal inquiries of my friends at F 
concerning you, will be relative to your manner of 
ing whatever you do. I (hall not inquire, whether 
underftand Demofthenes, Tacitus, or Acjksfa 
imperii ; but I fhall inquire, whether your uttera: 
pleafing, your ftylc not only pure, but elegant^ 
manners noble and eafy, your air and addrefs enga 
in {hoTtf whether you 2Lte 31 %<iwtW«ian, a man of 
Mon, and fit to keen good corcv^^wj^ot tw^-^^^IVi 
^lu Satisfied in thcie p^n\cu\3L"i^>^o>x^si^\tEc<&\s\tJ 
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iicans meet ; I could not pofR'3iy ^l^^nd it. It is in 
3ur power to become all liiis li l';tv:s, it you ple?.fc. 
onfult with .Lady Her v'ey, and iMiyc-Mnr- Moncori leil, 
pon all thefe matters; and they wil. {[vfak to you, 
id advife you freely. Tell thciv.^ th u. yr.u ar- ut- 
a"Iy new in the world, that ycu :-ye d-'irCiM to f::rm 
xirfeif^ that you beg they T^ili rcpu)/.', nrivife, ard 
rmO: you ; that you know th-t iio le c.i:. do it (o 
dl \ and that you wiD iiripiicir-iv folic*'/ their 
re£lions. This, together w'-ih jour cr.rcful obfcrva- 
>n of the manners of ilic b'Jil: cciiipi-nv; will really 
rm vou. 

Aboe Guafco, a friend of tmne will come to you, 
'(bonas he knows of your arrival at Paris; he is well 
eeired in the bell companies there, and will introduce 
u to tliem. He will be 4efirous to ^o ycu any fer- 
se he can ; he is a£^ive and curious, and can give you 
F(6rmation upon mod things. He is a fort ot<»mpIai'» 
1^*' of ihe prefident Montefquieu, to whom you nave 
fetter* 

I imagine that this letter will not wait for you very 
)ig at Faris, where I reckon you will be in about a 
hnight.— Adieu ! 



LETTER CV. 

• 

^uh Languagi.^AffeSiattoH of the French.^Wit ^^FrencFi 
^riiirs;^Frogrefs and Dectim of Tafle in France,., iroi&' 
\$dowrs..» Romances, ^.Falfi Tafteof the French, 

^ OJEAK Tlllz^'D^ London, December the I4th« 



& 



_,T length you are become a Parifian, and confc- 
Sntly muft be addrefied in French \ you will alfo an- 
^ me in the fame language, that I mav be able to 
gc of the degree in which you poflefs tne elegancy, 
^ delicacy, and the orthography of that language, 
tch isj in a manner, become tne univerfal one of 
rope. I am afiured tliat you fpeak it wells W\.\%. 

* Coaipaoloat 
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that well, there arc gradations. He, who in the i 
vinccs tnight be reckoned to Ipeak corrcflly, woul 
Paris be looked upon as an ancient Gaul. In ^ 
•country of mode, even language is fubfervienl 
£a£hion which varies almoft as often as their clod 

The afFefted, the refined, the neological, or i 
and fafliionable ftyle arc at prefent too much in vo 
at Paris. Know, obferve, and occafionaliy conf 
(if you pleafe) according to thefe different ftyles; 
do uot let your taftc be affeded by them; Wit tc 
there fubfervicnt to fafliion ; and aftually, at Pi 
one muft have wit,* even in defpite of Minerva. 
ery body runs after ; although, if it does not c 
jiaturally, and of itfelf, it cannot be overtaken, 
unfortunately for thofe who purfue, they fcize i 
what they take for wit, and endeavour to pafs i 
fuch upon others. This is, at beil, the lot of L 
who embraced a cloud inftead of the goddefs he 
iiied. Fine fentiments which never exifted, f^fc 
unnatural thoughts, oblcure and far-fought exprefl 
not only unintelligible, but which it is even impo 
to decypher^ or to guefe at, are all the confequenc 
this error ; and two thirds of the tie w French I 
which now appear, are made up of thofe ingred: 
It is the new cookery of Pamc.irus, ift wMch tb 
16 employed i iflead of the oot and rhe fpit, and^ 
ijuintefc nc -a andextr.Jcs are chiefly ufed. 1 
The Attic fait is profcribcd. 

You will now and then be obliged to eat ol 
new cookery, but do not fufler yoiir tafte to b< 
rupted by it. And when you in your turn an 
firous of treating others, take the good old cooke 
Lewis the XlVth's reign for your rule. There 
at that time admirable head cooks, fuch aa Coii 
Boileau, Racine, and La Fontaine. Whatever 

* it is remark abk* that the French have attempted wit mv 

any other people, and -yet have Icfs of this qu i^ity than aoy oft 

£ned and literary natior.s of Europe Except Moliere, 1 knot 

French writer who can V>e ttulv faid to h^e wit \ an4 Qof 

iFrcn ch bon mots, \\V\ic\\ m x.W\ No\^\\\t.'^Q^t«M.itc Mth oi 

fer, would be heard vrivVi conXtt^^^t \tv ^ yiw.\x&^tim«iwi 
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"pared was Gmple, wholefome, and folid. But lay* 
I afide all metaphors, do not luffer yourfelf to be 
zzled by falfe brilliancy, by unnatural expreflions^ 
r by thofe antithefes (o much in faihion : as a pro* 
iion againft fuch innovations, have recourfe to your 
'n good fenfe, and to the ancient authors. On th6 
ler handy do not laugh at thofe who give into fuch 
ors s you are as yet too yoimg to a£k the critic, or to 
nd forth a fevere avenger of the violated rights o( 
)d fenfe. Content yourfelf with not being pervert- 
but do not think of converting otliers ; let them 
etly enjoy their errors in tafte as well as in religion, 
thin the courfe of the lafl century and an half, tafte 
France has (as well as that kingdom itfelf) under- 
ic many vici {Etudes. Under the reign (I do not 
Lewis the Thirteenth, but) of Cardinal dc Riche- 
I, good tafte firft began to make its way. It was 
ned under that of Lewis the Fourteentn ; a great 
ron at leaft, if not a great man. Corncille was the 
:orcr'of true tafte,. .and the founder of the French 
atre ^ although ratl.-4;r inclined to tlie Italian conceui^ 
, the Spaniin ia^udeze. Witnefs thofe epigrams 
ich he makes Chimene utter in the greatelx excefs 
»rie£. 

3cfore his time, that kind of itinerant authors call- 
J rwbadoun ox Romanciirs^ was a fpecies of madmen^ 

attrafted the admiration of fools. Towards the 

1 cf Cardinal de Richelieu's reign, and the begin* 
e of Lewis the Fourteenth's, the temple of tafte was 
iblifhed at the hotel of Rambouillet ; but that tafte 
I not judicioufly refined ■*. this temple of tafte might 
re properly have been named a laboratory \oi viXt^ 
ere good fenfe was put to the torture, in order 'to 
rad from it the moft fubtile eflence. There it was 
t Voiturc laboured lurd, and incefiantlv, to create 
V At length Boileau and Moliere fixed the ftind- 
. of true tafte. In fpite of the Scudei-ys, the Cal« 
nedes, &c. they defeated and put to mght Acta.* 
DCS, Juha, Oroondatea, and all tViofe Viexo^^ c&\^- 
ace who were, notwithfliandmg, (^^^icYv ol ^^^ '^^ 
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otired to obtain ?.n afylum in libraries ; this 
could not accomplifli, but were under a necefl 
takinjy flicker in the char.ibers of fome few ladic 
would have you read one volume of Cleopatra, an 
of Clclia ; it will otherwife be impoffibie for j 
form any idea of the extravagancies they con tail 
may you be kept from ever perfevering to the vn 
During almoil the whole reign of Lewis the 
'tcenth, true tafte remained in its purity, until 
xseived fome hurt, ihough ur.defignedly, from s 
fine genius, I mean Monfieur de Fontanelle, 
with the greateft fenfe, and moll folid leaniiug, i 
cu\ rather too much tothe Graces, whofe nioftf 




Iftory 

%nd of the French Tlieatrc, found fewer im 
than the Chevalier d*Her dill mimics. He ha; 
been talcen ofF by a thoufan^! authors ; but never 
imitated by any one that I know of. 

At this time, the feat of trufe tafte in France 
■to me not well eilablifhed. It ^xilts, but torn b 
tions. There is one party of fetifs matures, one h 
learned women, another of infipid authors, 
v/orks are *v€f*Sa et wotes tt fr^terea hihil ; *and, in 
a numerous and very falhionabie party of writers, 
in a metaphyfical jumble, introduce their falfe an 
tile reafonings upon the movements and the fenti 
of the foul, the heart, and the mind. 

Do not let yourfelf be overpowered by fafhxoi 
ty particular fets of people, with whom you ini 
conn<5cled ; but try all the different coins, befor 
recciye any in payment. Let your own good feni 
jeafon judge or tne value of each ; and be perft 
that nothing can be .beautiful unldfs true. Whi 
brilliancy is not the refult of the folidity and ju 
of a thought, is bat a falfe .glare. The Itaiian 1 
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li^mond, is equally juft with regard to thoughts, 
*^iu. foJizoMt tantu piu fpUndore.^ 
his ouglit not to hinder you from confonning 
lly to the modes. and tones of the different com- 
n which you may chance to be. With the /?//// 
fp£ak epigrams 5 fentiment with frivolous wo- 
md a mixture of all thefe together, with profef- 
x.e/pri'.s. 1 would have you dofo ; for, at your 
X ought not to aim at changing the tone of the 
y, but conform to it. Examine well, however v- 
11 maturely within yourfelf ; and do not mif- 
; tinfel of 'f alio for the gold of Virgil, 
will find at Paris good authoi s, and circles di{^ 
icd by the folidity of their reafonlng. You will 
2ar trifling, aiVjcled, and far-fought converfa- 

Madame d« ^lonconfcil's, not at the hotels of 
)n, and Coigni, where (he will introduce you- 
ifidcnt Monte fijuieu will not foeak to you.iii 
grammacic ftyle. His book, the Spirit of the 
vritten in the vulg<ir tongue, will equally pleale 
ruft you. 

uent the theatre, when Corneille, Racine, and* 
:*s pieces are played. They are according to 
and to truth. I do iiot?mean by this to r;ive aUr 
)n to fcveral admirable modern plays, particu- 
hiie, f replete with fentiments that are true,nat» 
nd applicacle to one's-felf. If you chul'e to 
!»e chaiaclcrs of people now in faftiion, read 
m the younger, and Marivaux*s v/orks. Ther 

is a moll excellent painter ; the latter has flu- 
id knows the human }ieart, perhaps too well. 
>n's Ef^aremens du Caur et de VEprit^ \ is an ex- 
work ill its kind ; it will be of infinite amufe^-s 
> you, and not tot<uly ufelefs. The Japanefu 
' of Tanxui, and Nead.irne, by the fame author, 
niable extravagancy, interfperfcd with the moit 
ieilions. In-lliort, provided you do not miftake 

— ; r r ' 

mo c ioiin ilia ntore l^ilcndiJ. 

jttfj in linglilh by Ml. Francii, in z tXa"^ c?\\t^t>aLJJi.ti\^* 

defines 01. the hcdrt and uaueiilan(i'\n^% 
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the objtfts of your attention, you will find matter at :\ 
V'dTis to form a good and true tafte. 

As I fliall let you remain at Paris, without any per- 
fon to direft your conduct, I flatter myfelf that you J 
will not make a bad ufc of the confidence I repolc in | 
vnu. 1 do not require that you ihould lead the life of 
a capuchin friar ; quite the contrary : I recommend 
plcalurcs to you ; but I expctl that they fliall be the 
pleafurcs of a gemltman. Thofe add brilliancy to a,( 
young man's chara(!tcr ; but debauchery vilifies and 
oegratles it. 1 Ihall have very true and exa£l: accounts. 
of your conduct ; and, according to the information I 
receive, fliall be more, or lefs, or not at all yours.'^ 
Adieu ! 



LErrER CVI. 

Hand-Writing,. .PolitineJs..^PrBpir Ufiof Time* 
wrr »1A& r&izNOi London, January the 

JpY your letter of the 5th, I find that your d^im ife; 
Jraris has been a good one ; you are entci cd into good 
company, and I dare fay you will iict fink into bad. 
Frequent the houfes where you have been once invi-1 
led, and have none of that fliynefj} which makes mbf 
of your countrymen flrangcrs, where they might be h 
timate and doincftic if tliey pleafed. w hcrcver ji 
have a general invitation to lup when you plcafe, prol 
by it with decency, and go every now and then. Lea 
Albemarle will, 1 am fure, be extremely kind to yoi 
but his houfe is only a dinner houfe ; and, as I am |n 
formed, frequented by no French people. Should Ii 
happen to employ you in his bureau, which I muf 
douLvi, you mufl: write a better hand than your com- 
mon one, or you will get no great credit by your man 
ui'cripts ; for your hand is a t prefent an iniberal one . 
it h neither an hand of bufinefs, nor of a gentleman ^S 
but the hand of a fchool-boy writing h&s exexcSUba^ 
which he hopes will never be read. 
Madame de MoncoufcU ^ivcs me a favourable a^ 
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count of you, aud fo do the ^Inrquis de Matignon and: 
Madame du Boccage ; they all lay that you defire t& 
gleafe, and Confoquently promife me that you will;. 
and they judge right j ior whoever really defixcs to 
pleafe, and has (as you now have) the means of learn— 
mc; how, certainly will pleafe : and that is the great 
pomt of life *, it makes all other things e:ify. When- 
ever you arc with Madame de Monconfeil,, Madama- 
du Boccage^ or other women of fafhion, with wlionx 
you are tolerably free, fay frankly and naturally, 7d 
n* at point d^ufage du mondcyfy fuis encore bien nsuf\ je/ouhui^ 
Urois ardemment de ftlaire, maiije m feats gueres comment nC^- 
prendre, JyeT^la honie, Madame y de me Jaire per: de ^votra- 
Jicret de plaire a tout le monde* J^enferai ma fortune y et it 
'uous en rejtera pourtant toujours^ plu4 qu^il ne <vous en fi.ut.^ 
When, in confequenc^ of this requeft*, tliey fliall telii 
you of any little error, awkwardnefs, or impropriety,. 

J'ou fhould not only feel, but exprefs^ the warmcft ac-^ 
mowledgcment. Though nature fhould fuffer, and- 
{he will at firft hearing them ; tell them, ^ la critique 
I la plus /e<v}re^ efi a <votre egard la frewve la plus marquei dd. 
liter amitiek f Madame du Boccage tells me par- 
ticularly to inform you, ^il me fera toujours plai-^ 
Jfr et honneur de me *venir wr :.il efi *vrai qu^a fon age leplai-^ 
fir de caufer eft froid\ maisje tacherai de luifaire faire con-* 
npijfance a*vec des jeunes gensj U^c. J Make ufe of this invi- 
tation ; and, as you live in a manner next door to lrcr», 
2ep in and out there frequently. Monfieur du Boc- 
ige will go with you,(he.tell8 m«,)with great pleafure 
to the plays, and point out to you whatever deferves- 

Smr knowing there. This is worth your acceptance 
o, he has a very good tafte.. I have not yet heardi 

^ from Lady Hervey uppn your fubjeQ;^5 but as you in- 

^ ■■ I ■ ■ ■ . I..1 . ■ . ■ I .>.i«» 

§ " 1 know little, of the world. 1 am quite a novice in it ; and ily 
tjiough very dcfiroiis of pleafing*-! am. at a lofs for the hiears. Be I'o- 
eoo4. Madam, as to let me into your fecrct of plcafing every bodv*- 
Etihall owemy fuccel's to it, and you will always havt more than faLs 
!• your ihare.'* 
■* y *• That you wjll look upon the moft fevere crificifms as thcgteateft- 
pfoof of their friendrtiip." 

J ** I ihiii always receive the honour of Vw \\t.^^ >nNn^c^ ^X^-^^axit. ^ >? 

0iU cadeari^tu to biinjg him acquuinttd v»\0a-^Q^Ti^.:jSO^^»^* - 

A a a?. 
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form me that you have already fupped with her once^* 
I look upon you as adopted by her : confult her in all 
your liwde matters ^ tell her any difficulties that may 
occur 10 you ; aik her what you fliould do or fay, in 
f uch or fuch cafes. Madame de Berkenrode is equally 
polite and elegant, and your quotation it very appli-^ 
cable to her. You may oe there, I dare fay, as often 
as you pleafe ; and I would advife you to fup there 
once a week. 

Youfay, very juftly, that, as Mr. Harte is leaviiu| 
you, you fhall want advice more than ever ; you fhsul 
never want mine ; and as you have already had fo 
much of it, I muft rather repeat, than add to what! 
have already given you : but that I will do, and add ; 
to it occafionaily, as circumftances may require. At ; 
prefent, I fliall only remind you of your two great ob- \ 
jcGtSf which you mould always attend to : they arcy . 
pai-liament, and foreign affairs. With regard to the 
ionrier, you can do nothing, while abroad, but attend 
carefully to the purity, correftnefs, and elegancy of 
your -diction ; the cleavnefs and graccfulnefs of your., 
utterance, in whatever language you fpeak. As for 
the parliamentary knowledge, I will take care of thaV 
when you come home. With regard to foreign af-, 
fairs, every thing you do abroad may and ought to tend 
that way. Your ieadii;g fhould be chiefly hiilorical^; 
I do not mean of remote, dark, and fabulous, hiftory^ 
ftill kfs of jimcrack *, but I mean the ufeful, politicaj^ 
and conftitutional hiftory of Europe, for thefe lad threfr 
centuries and a half. The other thing neceflary foP ; 
your foreign obje£l, and not lefs neceflary than eithef ^ 
ancient or modern knowledge, is a great Ki^owledge-.d^ 
tlie world, manners, politenefs and addrefs. In lliali 
view, keeping a great deal of good company is theH 
principal point to which you are now to attend. Whttf^ 
with your exercifes, indeed, fome reading, and a grea^^ 
<leal of company^ your day is, Iconfefs, extremely tak-^| 
€P up', but the dayi if well employed, is long enov^- 
^r every thing, and 1 »rtv {\xte ypu will not flattcmi' 
iwajr. one moment of it itv \tv«i5x\QTv, Kx. ^^cste afB: 

wplc hare ftrcng^aud ^^n^ t^\tv>&^,7iNa!ifv^^^ 
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Jr^in all they do ; are indefatigable, and quick. Tho^ 
erencc is, tnat a young fellow of parts exerts all 
)fe happy difpofitions in the purfuit of proper ob*^ 
is; endeavours to excel in the folid, and in the 
twifli parts of life : whereas a filly puppy, or a dull 
juc, throws away all his youth and fpirits upon 
les, when he is fcrious ; or upon difgraceful 
es while he aims at pleafures. Ihis^ I am fure» 
1 not be your cafe ; your good fenfe and your 
>d coudufl hitherto are your guarantees with me for 
future. Continue only at Paris as you haYe,begun. 
I your ftay there will make you, what I have aly^j^ 
[led you to be — as near perfection as our nature 
mits. 

Idieu, my dear $ remember to write to me once 2, 
;k« not as to a father^ but without referve, as to si 
nd. 



LETTER CVIL 

nify 9f Charaffer»..Conftitution and Commerce of England, *l 
liUcaftle's Remarks on the Hiftory of England. »,Chara^er of 
Wilhhred Man. 

Y BFAK FRiZND, Lond^cfftnuary the I4tfa. 

^MONG the many good things Mr. Hiarte has told 
of you, two in particular gave me great pleafure. 
e firll, that you are exceedingly carenil and jealous 
^e dignity of your character : that is the furc and 
d foundation upon which you muft both (land and 
A man's moral chara£ier- is a more delicate 
ig than a woman's reputation of chaftity.. A falfe 
I aiay p<ft(&bly be forgiven her, and her charadier 
r he clarified by fubfequent and continued good con- 
\ : but a man's moral charadtisr once tainted is irre— 
ftblf deftroyed. ^fhe fecond was, that you had ac- 
red a moft correfl: and extenfive knowledge of fo- 
n affairs \ fuch as the hiftory, the treaties^ awdA\\n>, 
OS' of government of the fevetaV coutvm^^ cA \-.>cve- 

\ TJm t^n of inowledg^e, little vxxaxA^^ v^\w^^ 
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will nulce you not only ufeful, but neceffarr, in y< 
future deftination, and carry you very far. lie add 
that you wanted fome books relative to our laws s 
conilitution, our colonies, and our ccmmerce- 
TJvhich you know kfs tlian of thofc of any other part 
Europe. 1 will {end you what ihort books I cau t 
of that forr, to [;ive you a general notion of th 
things \ but you cannot have time to go into th 
depths at preicnt, you cannot now engage with m 
folios*; you and I will refer the conftitutional part 
this couiffry to our meeting here, when we will enl 
*^**^'iBwfly into it, and read the necelTary books togctlN 
In the mean time, go on in the courfe you are in, 
foreign matters 5 convcrfe with niinilters and others 
every country, watch the tranfaftions of every com 
and endeavour to trace them up to t^.eir fource. 

I will fend you, by the flril opportunity, a fhorthoi 
written by Lord Bolingbroke, under the name of ! 
John Old cattle, containnig remarks upon the Hiftoi 
of England ; which will give you a clear general n 
tion of our couAitution^ and which will ferve yoH^j 
die fame time (like all Lord Bolin^broke's works) icjl 
model of elo(]uence and ftyle. I will alfo fend j 






Sir Jofiah CluUlc's little book upon trade, which mj 
properly be called the Conmiercial Grammar, 
lays down the true principles of commerce j and 
conclufions from them are generally very j uft. 

Since you turn your* thoughts a little towards tr* 
and commerce, wnich I am very glad you do, li^ 
recommend a French book to you, that you wiU eu 
get at Paris, and which I take, to be the bed ba' 
the world of that kind ^-,1 mean the DiSfiennairtdi 
mttce di. Salary. 1, in three volumes* in folio ; where 
will find every thing tliat relates to trade, commc 
fpecie,. exchange,. &c. moll cle?.rly dated ;-.^d 
only relative to France, but to the wholo m Q¥ld. 
will eafily luppofe, that I do not advife you to 
iiich a book touie de pit \hMt I only mean tbat |j 
fluwild have It at \\;vu'i, to\v.?L\^i<ico\itfe to occafionn 



POLITE education: 297 

"With this great ftock of both ufef ul and ornament- 
al knowledge, which you have already acquired, and 
which, by your application and induftry, you arc daily 
Increafing, you will lay fuch a folid foundation of fu- 
ture figure and fortune, tliat, if you complete it by all 
the accomplifhmcnts of manners, graces, &c. I know 
nothing wnich you may not aim at, and, in time, hope 
for. Your great point at prefent at Paris, to which 
all other confi derations muft give way, is to become en- 
tirely a man of faihion ; to be well-bred without cere- 
mony, eafy without negligence, Heady and intrepid 
jWith modefty, genteel without aiFedtation, infinuating 
'|Without meannefs, cheerful without being noify, frant 
prithout indifcretion, and fecret without myfteriouf- 
p&efs ; to know the proper time and place for whatever 
m fay or do, and do it with an air of condition : all 
is is not fo foon nor fo eaiily learned as people im« 
ine, but requires obfervation and time. The world 
fSs an immciifj folio, which demands a great deal of 
Wme aiid atitt'ntion to be read and underftood as it 
fcught to be : you have not yet read above four or five 
%age8 of it ; and you will have but barely time to dip 
^ow and then into other lefs important book j. 
^ Lord Albemarle has (1 know) written to a friend of 
lUs here, that you do not frequent him fo much as he 
Txpefted and deiired ; that he fears fomebody or other 
as given you wrong impreflions of him ; and that I 
lay pofTibly think, from your being feldoj^i at his 
oufe, that he has been v/anting in his attentions to you, 
I told the perfon who told me this, that, <.>n the cc n- 
' r^ry, you feemed, by your letters .to me, to be ex- 
remely pleafed with Lord Albemarle's behaviour to 
_ Du ; but that you were obliged to give up dining 
tebroad, durin^L^ your courfe or experimental philofo- 
[l^fay. I guelTvd the true reafon, which I believe was, 
jtiiat, as no French people frequent his houfe, you rath- 
tx chofe to dine at other places, where you were likely 
[to meet with better company than your own country- 
then i and you were in the right of it. However, I 
Would have you fliow no (hynels to Lord AlbemarlCj 
^ut go to him, and dine with him ofv&n^t x^ci-dJCk vx. \8m 



i^biH 
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• 

be you would »ifh-— for the fake of having him {peak ■ 
•u'cll of you here when lie returns. He is a good deal 
in failiion here, and his pn^'tg vou (to ufe an awkward 
cxpitfTion) b'jtore you return here, will be of great ufe 



cifionT of four or five faflMonablc people, in every * 
place, are final — more particularly with regard to char- -. 
adters, which 'all can hear, :i:ui but few judge of. Do ' 
not mention the le;.il of this to any mortal, and take 
care that J,r»rd A I U. marie do not fufpedl that y0!t • 
know any thing of tliJ matter. K 

urd Hunti 

arrived at P; , ^ 

Lord Stormont is well fpoken of here ; however, ia'1 
your connections, if you form any with then-), {how>»{^ 
r.ither a preference to Lord Huntingilon, for reafoni^J 
wiiich you will eafily gaefs* J 

Mr.'Hartc c;oes tnis week to Cornwall, to take pot 'J 
feflion of his living ; he has been inftalled at Windfor 
he will return hither in nbout a month, when you_ 
Iiter:iry correfpondcnce with him will be regularly car-"* 
ried on. Your mutual concern at parting was agooJt. 
Cgn ft)r both^ — Adieu- 



Lord Hunt iii^d on and Lord Stormont are, I hear,.* 
rived at Paris ; you have, donbtlefs, feen them, g 



LETTER CVHL 

Docility.,.N4ceff/y ^f conforming to the MofiKers »f FariiffhiA 

e,s... Suavity of Mznncrs.^Mo^e of eU^Hing the King ^ 

the ktmans..XJjei tf the Lalian ana'Gertfian Languages. ■ , 

Mv DEAR FRIEND, Londoi^, January ihc 2ll!i>{ 

JIn all my letters from Paris, I hare the pleafure oF|* 
finding, among many other c^ood things, your docility V 
incnfioned with emphniis : this is the fure way of im-ff 
provitig in thofe tilings, which you only want;' It is-'L 
true, they are little ; but it is as true too that they are'ft' 
uecefliiry things. As they are mere matters of ufag^ * 
Had' uiodCy it is no dUgt^ict lot ^vv{ hod^ of year, ag^ 



POLITE EBUCATION. . 299 

to be ignorant of them ; and the moft compendioua 
•Wajr of learning them is, fairly to avow your ignorance^ 
ana to confult thofe, who, from long ulage and experi«* 
eace, know them heft. Good fenfe, and good nature, 
fuggeft civility in general -, but, in good-br^ieding, tlieic 
are a thoufand little delicacies, which are eftabiiihed 
only by cuftom ; and it is thefe little elegancies of man- 
ners which diftinguifh n courtier, and a man of fafhion, 
from the vulgar. I am aflured, by different people, 
that your air is already much improved ; and oae of 
my correfpondcnts makes you the true French compli- 
ment of feying, y^e/e <vout frftmtttre qu^il /era hitntk 
^9mmt un de nous auires f. However unbecoming this 
Speech may be in the mouth of a Frenchman, I am 
Very clatl that they think it applicable to you ; for I 
^would have vou not onlv adopt, but rival, the beft 
JXnanners and ufages of the place you are at, be they 
*\rrhat they will ; that is the verfatility of manners, 
"^hich is fo ufeful in the courfe of the world, Chufe 
your models well at Paras ; and then rival them in their 
wn way. There are fafhionable words, phrafes, and 
en geftures, at Paris, which are called du ton ton ; not 
^O mention cert aims petita poUteffes et attentions^ qui nejont 
*wrtin in elk: memesX^ which faihion has rendered necef- 
■Cary. M.ike yourfelf mailer of all thefe things ; and to 
-iuch a d'.gree as to make the French fay, qu^m diroitfue 
*m^e^un Francois § ; nnd when hereafter you fhall beat 
■■other courts, do the fame thing there, and conform to 
*the fafhionable maimers and ufage 'of the place ; that 
^ what the French themfelves .ire not able to do : 
vherever they go, they retain their own manners, as 
Wiinking them die beft ; but granting them to be fo, 
^diey are ftill in the wrong, not to conform to thofe of 
*the place. One would defire to pieafe, wherever one 
js ; and nothing is more innocently flattering, than an 
li^probation, and an imitation of the people one con- 
VTerfes with, 

to 

+ 1 dare venture to promife that he w\U fooii )&t \\V.t o\^tlO^M«.^» 
, J Cert^i* I'ltzle pfJitcncffas *nd attentions, vtY^^V ^i^ W3»^va^t V 
^mlUtatifJvef^ 

j§ Thit he m»y,be caiict a Frencbsum^ 



^ 
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In your commerce with women, and indeed vnA 
men too, une certain^ douaur * is particularly engjagin? 
it is that which conftitutes that charafter wmch mi 
French talk of fomuch, and fo juftly value ; I meai 
Vanuahlt. This douceur id not lb cafily defcribed as felt 
It is the compound rcfult of different things : a com 
plaifance, a flexibility, but not a fervility of manners 
an air of foftnels in the countenance, gefture, and ex* 
preffion 5 equally, whether you concur or differ wid 
the ptrfon you converfc with. Obfcrve thofe ca> 
fully who have that douceur which charms you and odw 
ers ; and your own good fenfe will foon enable yoo 
to difcover the different ingredients of which it is com- 
pofed. You muft be more . particularly attentive II 
this douceur^ whenever you are obliged to refufe whal 
is aiked of you, or to lay what in itfelf cannot be veq 
agreeable to thofe to whom you fay it. It is then tH 
neceflary gilding of a difagreeable pill. Vaimahk col* 
fifts in a thoufand of theie little things aggregatdf 
it is the fuamter in modo^ which I have lb Dften recoA' 
mended to you. The refpefltable, Mr. Hartc afft 
•le, you <io not want ; and I believe him. Study 
caretully, and acquire perfcdHy the aimabk^ and 
will have every thing. 

Abbe Guafco, who is another of your panegyric 
writes me word, that he has taken you to dfnner 
Marquis de St. Germain's ; where you will be w 
■come as often as you pleafe, and the oftener the I 
ter. Profit of that, upon the principle of travdliii] 
different countries, without changing places. He 
too, that he will take you to the parhament, when 
remarkable cairfe is to be tried. That is very 
■go jthrough the feveral chambers of the parua 
and fee and hear what they are doing ; join pr 
and obfcrvation to your theoretical knowledge of 
rights and pri\ilege8. No Engliflimea has the 
notion of them. 

I need not recommend you to go to the bottom 
the conftitutipnal and ^oY\uc.2l\\lx\.o^\s.&.<^ ofcoostiiaj 
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For Mr. Hartc tells mc, that you hav^ a peculiar turn 
that way, and have informed yourfelf moft correftly 
of them.. 

I mult now put fome queries to you, as to ?i juris 
publici feriiMs\y whidi I am furc you can anfwer me, 
and which I own I cannot anlwer myfelf : they arc 
upon a fubjeft now much talked of. 
. id. Are there any particular forms requifite for thd 
<le£lion of a king oi the Romans, different from thofe 
which are necerfary for the eleftion of an emperor ? 

2dly^ Is not a kmg of the Romans as legally elefted 
ky the votes of a majority of the electors, as by two- 
i^hirds, or by the unanimity of the cleftors ? 
V 3dly. Is there any particular law, or conrtitution of 
taie empire, that diftinguiflics, either in matter or in 
ytorrn, the election of a king of the Romans from that 
krf an emperor ? And is not the golden bull of Charles 
the Fourth equally the rule for both ? 

4thly. Were there not, at a meeting of a certain 
jpumber of the eleftors (I have forgotten when) fomc 
^<ules and limitations agreed upon concerning the elec- 

g"on of a king of the Romans ? And were thofe re- 
riftions lega:!, and did they obtain the force of law ? 
How happy am I, my dear child, that I can apply 
to you for knowledge, and with a certainty of being 
tightly informed •? It is knowledge, more than quick, 
llafliy parts, that makes a man of bufinefs. A maa 
^ho is mafler of his matter, will, with inferior parts, 
%t too hard in parliament, and indeed any where elfe, 
j&r a man of better parts, who knows his fubje£t but 
griper Bciaily^ and if to his knowledge he joins eloquence 
fand elocution, he mufl: neceflarily foon be at the head 
^6f that aflembly .: but without thofe two, no knowl- 
edge k fufficient. 

'. XiOird Huntingdon writes me word he has feen you, 
^Rid that you have renewed your old fchool-acquaint- 
ance. Tell me fairly your opinion of him, and of hi« 
ifiend Lord StormoT-t ; and alfo of the other Englifh 
jpeople of fashion you meet with. I promifc you in- 

4-.Slciii«(l in tjte cublk \vfi of titA tmw«. 

fib 
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violable fccrecy on my part. You and I muft not/ 
write to each other as friends, and without the leaft 
referve ; there will for the future be a thoufand things 
in my letters, which I would not have any mortal lir- 
ing but yourfelf fee or know. Thofe you will eafiljr 
diSinguifli, and neither fliow nor repeat ; and I will 
do the fame by you. 

To come to another fuWeft, for I have a pleafureia 
talking over every fubje<5 with you — ^how deep are 
you in Italian ? Do jou underftand Ariofto, TaiToi 
l^ocaccio, and Machiavelli ? If you do, you knot' 
enough of it, and may know all the reft, by readings 
when you have time. Little or no bufinefs is writttj 
in Italian, except in Italy ; and if you know enough 
it to underftand the few Italian letters that may 
time come in your way, and to (peak Italian tola 
to thofe very few Italians who (peak no French, 
yourfelf no farther trouble about that language, 
you happen to have full leifure to perfcfl: yourfelf in 
It is not the fame with regard to German ; your f] 
ing and writing that well willparticularly diftin^ 
you from every other man in England ; and is, ra* 
over, of great ufe to any one who is, as probably 
will be, employed in tlie empire. Therefore, pray 
livate it feduloufly, by writing four or five line* of|h 
German every day, and by fpeaking it to every C 
man you meet with. 

I have a packet of books t« fend you by the firft 
portunity, which, I believe will be Mr. Yorke's 
turn to Paris. The Greek books come from' 
Harte, and the Englifli ones from your humble 
Tant. 

Read them with great attention, as well to the 
as to the matter. Style is the drefs ofthoughts, 
^ well drefled thought, like a well drefled man^ 
pears to great advantage. Yours.-*— Adieu. 



i«<Mili^ 
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LETTER CIX. 

tad *voriting,mStgnaiures,»,Poulet$.,JIafle and Hurry. * ,Ci'vili(jf 

to 9ld Mc^mainfaitces,.. friends, 

IT 01 A R FKiZMDy LondoH, January the ^Si\:^ 



k 



, _ BILL for ninety pounds fterling, was brought 
le the other day, faid to be drawn upon me by you ;— 
fcrupled paying it at firft,* not upon account of the 
im, but becaufe you had fent me no letter of advice, 
hich is always done in thofe tranfadiions ; and {till 
ore, becaufe I did not perceive that you had figned 
. The perfon who prefented it de fired me to 100I& 
;ain, and that I ihould difcover your name at the 
»ttom ; accordingly I looked again, and with the 
ilp of my magnifying glafs, did perceive, that what 
liad firft taken only tor fomebody's mark, was, in 
ith, your name, written in the worft and fmalleft 
lid I ever faw in my life. I cannot write quite fo 
; however I paid it at a venture, though I would 
noft rather lofe the money than that fuch a figna- 
re Ihould be yours. All gentlemen, and alLmen of 
ifinefs» write their names always in the fame way, 
at their fignature may be fo well known as not to be 
fily coanterfeiied ; and they generally (ign in rather 
larger chara6ler than their common hand : whereas 
•ur name was in a lefs, and a worfe than your com- 
on writinjij. This fuggiefted to me the various acci- 
nts which may very probably happen to you, while 
►ii write fo ill. For inflance, if you were to write in 
ch a diararter to the fccretary's office, your letter 
ould immcv-liatoly be fent to the dccyphcrer, as con- 
ininff matters of the iTtmoll fecrecy, not fit to be truft- 
1 to tne common cha^riCtv^r. If you were to write fo to 
I antiquarian, he (knovving you to be a man of leam- 
g) would certainly try it by the Runic, Celtic, or Scal- 
nian alphabet; never fufpefting it to be a modern 
arafter. And, if you were to fend a ^e«/^/:|: to a fine 
Oman, in fuch a hand, flie would tKlwkx.Vvw Sx x^-;^'^ 

X A Love-lcUei« 
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came froTi t]\e f3JilaiUier^\ wlilch, by the bye is thcet 
ymology of the word /^uA'/ ; for Henry the Fourth c 
iViincc afed to i-^i'i^ tiliets-Joux ta his miftreiles> by hi 
iioulaitUtr^ uniUn'thc prctenct offending them chickens 
wiiich gave ihe n:inie q{ poulets to thofe (hort, but ex 
prellive manuTcripts, I have often tokl you, that w 
! y man, viho li-is the uf^ of his eyes andf of his haw 
i\in wriie whatever hand he pL-afes •, and itispla 
tii.it you can, fi'ice you write both the Greek ai 
(-lerman cii.iraftcrs, v.'hich you never learned of awi 
rin<.;-inall(r, c.uveriicly wt-ij, though your comnw 
ha:;d, which ycu learned of a niaiter, is an exceedii 
bad and iliib^r il one, eq'.ially unfit for bufmefs or coi 
jnon ule. 1 do not dclive that you fliould write! 
jLihouiL-d {tiiVchara6ler of a writing-mafter : a man 
bufmcfrinuP; M-rite q^.w>.\i and v.iii 5 and that dcpei 
lin^;ly upon ufi?. I would therefore advife you to \ 
fonie very good w;itiT::';-iviaiLer at Paris, and apply 
it for a n\0!it!;. cnlv, v/Mch will be iullicient ; for, up 
r.17 wor:l, t'le s^'riin;.^ of a gei^.te^:] pizm hand of bo 
\v.\\ V, o: i"iu:vli wv^nz ':/!):^ita>^cu than you think. T 
v.lh i'ay, ic i-vay hi.; tiiat v/hen you write fo very ilij 
is becaufe you are in a hurry : to which I anfwer, w 
are you ever in a hurry ? A man of fenfc may be in hal 
but can never be in a hurry, becaufe he knows, tl 
whatever he does in a hurry he muft neccflarily do w 
ilh He may be in halbe to difnatch an affair, but 
will take care not to let that haice hinder his doing 
well. Little minds are in a hurrjr, when the obK 
proves (as it commonly does) too big for them ; ul 
run, they hare, they puzzle, confound, and perpi 
themfclvcs ; they want to do every thing at once, ai 
never do it at all. But a man of fenfe takes the til 
ncc;:fr:iry for doing the thing he is about, well ; a 
his hallc to difpatch a bufiiufs only appears by I 
rontumity of ius application to it ; he purfues it wit! 
€ool fteadincfs, and fmiflies it before he begins a 
other. I own your ta\e is much taken up, and y 
h'lvc a great many i(\ii^ iViK t\v\w<^?>\o ^'^ \ Witeme; 

I, -_ -^ , m , , <m 
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lat you had much better do half of them well, 
ive the other half undone, than do them all in- 
Qtly. Moreover, the few feconds that are faved 
courfe of the day, by writing ill inftead of well, 

amount to an obje£t of time, by ally means 
lent to the difgrace or ridicule ot writing the 
of a common woman. Confider, tliat if your 
ad writing could furnifli rtie with matter of ridi- 
vhat will it not do to others, who do not view 
that partial light that I do ? There was a pope, 
: it was pope Chigi, who was juftly ridiculed for 
ention to little things, and his inaoility in great 

and therefore callea maximus in minimis and mini^ 
maxinits J. Why ? becaufe he attended to little 
when he had great ones to do. At this particu- 
iod of your lift, and at the place you are now in^ 
ive only little things to do \ and you fhould make 
tual to you to do them well, tnat they may re- 
lo attention from you when you have, as I nope 
ill have, greater tnings to mind. Make a good 
writing familiar to you now, that you may here- 
lave nothing but your matter to think of, when 
ive occafiou to write to kings Mid mimfters. 
I am eternally thinking of every thing that cast 
ative to you, one thing has^ occurred to me, 

I think necefiary to mention, in order to pre-* 
iie difficulties, which it might otherwife ky yoii 
: it is this ; as you get more acquaintances at 
it will be impoffible for you to frequent your 
:quaintances, fo much as you did while you had 
lersr As for example, at your firft dihuty T fup- 
pu were chiefly at madame MonconfciPs, lady 
y's, and madame Du Boccage*8. Now that you 
[ot fo many other houfes, you cannot be at theirs 
m as you ufed y but|pray take care not to give 
the leaft reafon to thmk that you negleft or de- 
hemjforthe fake of new, more dignified and 
g acquaintances s which would be ungrateful 
nprudent on your part, and never fot^^t-xv ^tv 

The grated in llttk things, aad tUc Vc^ uv ^^*x. QtiR^* . 
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theirs. C.ill apon them often, though you do r 
ftay with them fo long as ion\v:v]v ; tell them thaty 
are forry you are obliged to go away, but that you k 
fuchand I'uch engagements, with which good-oreedi 
obliges you to comply ; and infinuate that you woi 
i.ither ftay with them. In (hort, take care to make 
many peribnal friends, and as few perfonal enemies, 
poilible. I do not mean, by perfonal friends, intim; 
and confidential friends, of wnich no man can hope 
have half a dozen in the whole courfe of his life ; t 
I mean friends, in the common acceptation oft 
word ; that is, people who fpeat well of you, and w! 
would rather do you good than harm, confiftently w 
their own intereix, and no farther* 

LETfER ex. 

Modefiy and Firmnefs,., Modern Hiftorical and Pelitical Lt$ 
ing,„La Bnijirc.La Rochefoucazdi, 

MY D£AR FKiENO, LondoD, Vejiuary thc^ 

Jl HE accounts winch I receive of you from Pi 
grow every day more and more fatisfacbory. Lc 
Albemarle has written a fort of panegyric on y< 
which has been ff en by many people here, and vni 
will be a very ufcful forerumicr for you. Being 
faihion is an important point for any body, any wIki 
but it would be a very great one for you to be eft 
lifhed in the faihion hore before you Teturn.L T< 
bufinefs would be lialf done by it, as I am furc ] 
would not give people rcafon to change their favoii! 
ble prse-fcntiments of you. The good tliatis £ud 
you will not, I am convinced, make you a coxcooo 
and, on the other hand# the being thought ftill 
want fome little aocompHfliments will, I am perfuad 
not mortify you> but only animate you to acqi 
them : I will, therefore, give you both fairly in 
following exttaft of 3l letter which I lately rccd 
from an iinpar*^ial and difceTtvm^Vtv^xA, 

''Permit aie Xo affur^ ^o\x, ^viv^Saax.'^v^Naaai 
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•f will fucceed. He has a great fund of knowledge, 
« and an uncommonly good memory, though he docs 
«« not make any parade of either the one -or the other. 
" He is defirous of pleafing, and he will pleafc. He 
•* has an expref&ve countenance 5 his figure is elegant, 
•^ although little. Pie has not the lealt awkwardnefs,. 
" though he has not as yet acquired all the graces re- 
«' quifite* In ihort, he wants nothing but thofe things, 
*' which, at his age, muft unavoidably be wanting ; I 
«* mean, a certain turn and delicacy of manners, which 
** are to be acq*uired only by time, and in good com- 
^ pany. Ready, as he is, he will foon Iciirn them ; 
^* particularly as he frequents fuch companies as arc 
•* the moft proper to give them." 

By this extract, which I can aflure you is a faithful 
one, you and I have both of us the fatibfaftion of 
knowing, how much you have, and how little you 
want. Let what you have, give you (if poflible) rather 
more external modeily, but at the fame time more in- 
terior firmneis ; and let what you want, which you fee 
is very attainable, redouble your attention and endeav- 
ours to acquire it. You have, in truth, but that one 
thing to apply to ; and a very pleafing application it is^ 
fince It is through pleafures that you muft arrive at it. 
Cpmpany, fuppers, balls, fpcftacles, which fhow you 
the models upon which you muft form yourfelf, and 
all the little ufages, cuftoms, and delicacies, which you 
'muft adopt, and make habitual to you, are now your 
•^Iv fchools and univerfitics. 

1 have fent you, by the opportunity of Pollock the 

^courier, who was once my fervant, two little parcels- 

^of Greek and Engliih books : and fliall fend you two 

more by Mr. Yorke : but I accompany them with this 

'caution ; that, as you have not much time to read, you 

fliould emplojr it in reading what is the moft nccefla- 

xj ; and that is, indifputably, modern hiftorical, ge- 

.ographical, chronological, and political knowledge ;. 

the prefent conftitution, maxims, force, riches, trade, 

commerce, charafters, parties, and C'sfc'A^^ cA\N\^^^^- 

cral courts of Europe. Many wT:!© ^xe.\t.cVo\v^\ s^^^^ 

&bokrs^ diougji they know grett^ ^WX^X^Vi ^^ *e^ 
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crnments of Athens and Rome, are totally ignorant et" 
the conilitution, of any one country now m Europe, 
even of their own. Read juft Latin and Greek enough 
to keep up your claflical learning, which will be an or- 
iKimjnt to you while young, and a comfort to you 
when old. But the true ufeful knowledge, and elpc- 
clally for you, is the modern knowledge above men- 
tioned. It is that which muft qualify you both i<X '■, 
domeftic and foreign bufinefs, and it is to that, there- 
fore, that you fhould principally direft your attention;,, 
and I know with grcr.t pieafure, that you do fo. I 
would not thus commend you to yourfelf, if I thought 
comm'^ndations would have upon you thofe ill efie6b 
U'hich :bcy frequently have upon weak minds. I think 
you art much abjve being a vain coxcomb, over-ratinj" 
your own merit, and infiilting others with the fupej> 
abundance of it. On the contrary, I am convinced^- 
that the confcioulnefs of mv^rit makes a man of fcnfe 
more modeft, though more firm. A man who difplay^ 
his own merit is a coxcomb, and a man who does not 
know it is a fool. A man of fenfe knows it, exerts it» 
avails himfelf of it, but never boafts of it ; and alwajJ 
feems rather to under than over value it, though, m 
truth, he fetsthe ri^ht value upon it. A man whoifrj 
really diffident, timid, and bafhful, be his merit vlurt^i 
it will, never can puih himfelf in the world;, his dct| 
pondency throws him into ina£lion ^ and the forwanCt!; 
the buftling, and the petulant, will always get the bcfr'" 
ter of him. The manner makes the whole difiefi% 
cnce. What would be impudence in one man^ is onljf 
a proper and decent alTurance in another. A m 
offenfc, and of knowkdge of the world, will ailerti 
own rights, and purfue his own obje£l:s> aa fleadily » ., 
intrepidly as the moft impudent man living, and coiflK. 
monly more fo ; but then lie has addrefs enough to ghc] 
an air of modefty to all he does. This engages anf j 

{prevails, whillt the very fame things fliock and fa*" 
irom the over-bearinjg or impudent manner only 
doing them, I repeat my maxim, Suavit^r in mid^i^ 
/trti/er in re f • Would ^ouVtvovj \\vt^ c!toL\'^QL«i^^«o£l|'! 
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ntl manners of the latter end of the la ft age, which are 
ery like tliofc of the prefent, r^ad La Bruyerc. But 
vould you know man, independently of modes, read 
^a Rochefoucault, who, I am afraid, p<iiuts him very 
:xaclly. 

Give the enclofed to Abbe Guafco, of whom you 
lake good ufe, to go about with you, and fee things, 
fetween you and me, he has more knowledge than 
arts. Mais un habilt homme f^ait tirer parti de tout f ; 
nd every body is good for fome thing. Prefident Mon- 
^fquieu is, in every fenfe, a moft ufcful aequaintance. 
te has parts joined to great reading and knowledge of 
ic world. 

Adieu ! Hay the graces attend you. If they do not 
Dme to you willingly, raviih them, and force them to 
^company ail you think, all you fay, and all you do* 
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K'/w^f In SpenU»g...Pcrliav,Siit£!ry Orntors.,.,Lo7'd Chat'^ 

hum, . Lcn/ Ll^i ' sfcld. ,.ihe L tii^i n turned Gentleman . 
.Mif i)EAft rxIJl^o, 1-onucn, February »he ndi< 

W HEN you go to the play, you muft certainly 
«ve obferved the very different effjdls which the fev- 
Jal parts have upon you, according as they are well or 
ff aaed. The buft tragedy of Corneiile, if well fpokeii 
lid afted, interefts, engages, agitates, and affcfts 
&ur palFions. Love, terror, and pity, alternately pof- 
ifs you. But, if ill fpoken and a6ted, it would only 
Icito yoiir indignation or your laughter. Why i It is 
Jill Corneiile's *, it is the fame fenfe, the fame mat- 
ter, whether well or ill adied. It is then merely the 

)uri 

private company, or perluade in a public allemDly, 
^ir, looks, gellurcs, graces, enunciation, "^^o^^.x-svT-^^xnVv. 
liU emphafjjy and tuneful cadcucviS, ?w\'i l\A o.*^ xvs.^'^^' 

i An Able maji draws udvaataacs fxoni ^tw^ t::>\ia', 



-'> 
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far 7 as the matter itfelf. Let awkward, ungnce 
inelegant, and dull fellows, fay what they will in be 
of their folid matter, and ftrong reafonings ; and 
them defpife all thofe graces and ornaments which 
gage the fenfes and captivate the heart ; they will 
(though they will poffibly wonder why) that tneir re 
unpolilhcd matter, aiui their unadorned, coarfe, 
ftrong arguments, will neither pleafe nor perfuadej 
on the contrary, will tire out attention, and excite 
guft. We are io made, we love to be pleafed, b 
than to be informed ; information is, in a certaii 
gree, mortifying, as it implies our previous ignora 
It mufl be fwettencd to be palatable. 

I'o bring this diredily to you ; know that no 
can make a figure in this country, but by parliar 
Your fate depends upon your fucccfs there as a f] 
cr : and take my word for it, that fuccefs turns i 
more upon manner than matter. Mr. Pitt, and 
Murray the folicitor-general, uncle to Lord Storii 
are, beyond comparifon, the beil fpeakcrs. Why i 
ly becaufe they are the bell orators. They aion* 
inflame or quiet the houfe ; they alone are fo attt 
to, in that numerous and noify aiTembly, that you r 
hear a pin fall while either of them is fpeaking. 
that their matter is better, or their arguments i\n 
than other people's ? Does the houf*; expcft cxt 
dinary information from them i Noi in the leait ; 
the houfe expefts pleafure from them, and t::cv 
attends ; finds it, and ther'^irn approves. JMr. 
particuLirljr, has very llitle pariiaji^-^nLary knowlc 
his miitta'is frenernliy iilmly, aiul riis arguments" 
weak : b>it liis (.Vi..qii:'nce is liipcrior. his a£^iong 
ful, his enunci.iri i! jiift: and harmonious ; his pe 
are well turned, and every word he makes ufe of i 
very beil, and tlie molt exprellive, that can be uf 
that place. This, and not his matter made him 
maftcr, in fpite of both king and minifters. From 
draw the obvious conclufion. The fame thing 1 
full as tiu.- ia convert AUotv •, -wVtt^^N^wlxlfles dcj 
Jy exprefl-'d, well looked, 2L\A^?Ltc.om^m\^^Hiv^^ 
ful action, will evei ]p\t;ifc,\>e,^QxA ^\Jc»s.\vk«o! 
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tied fenft in the world. Reflefl:, on one fide, 
»u feel within yourfelf, while you are forced to 
he tedious, muddy and ill-turned narration of 
vkward fellow, even though the facl may be 
ing ; and on the other hand, with what plcaf- 
. attend to the relation of a much lefs intereft- 
:ter, when elegantly exprefled, genteely turned, 
cefully delivered. By attending carefully to 
3 agremens in your daily converfation, they will 

habitual to you, before you come into parlia-* 
and you will have nothing then to do, but to 
-m a little when you come there. I would wifh 
be fo attentive to this objcd, that I would not 
►u fpeak to your footman but in the very beft 
that the fubjeft admits of, be the language 
t will. Think of your words, and of their ar* 
ent, before you fpeak ; chufe the moft elegant, 
ce them in the beft order. Confult your own 
avoid cacophony ; and what is very near as bad, 
►ny. Think alfo of your gefture and looks, 
ou are fpeaking even upon the moft trifling fub- 
Thc fame things, differently exprefled, looked, 
ivered, ceafe to oe the fame things. The moft 
itc lover in the world cannot make a ftrongcr 
tiou of love, than the keurgeois gentilbomme f does 
kappy form of words, Mourir d* amour me font Mie 
• vos beauxyeux X i \ defy any body to fay more ; 

I would advife nobody to fay that : and I would 
lend to you, rather to fmother and conceal 
iffion entirely, than to reveal it in thele words, 
ly, this holds in every thing, as well as in that 
118 inftance. The French, to do them jufticc, 
very minutely to the purity, the corredlnefs, and 
jancy of their ftyle in converfation, and in their 

Bien narrer || is an objcfk of their ftudy ; and 

they fometimes carry it to affeftation, thej 
ink into inelegancy, wnich is much the ^ot^L 

)em turned gentlemm, the charafitcrVftMoVvtt^ it^ta hiWOi 

ifoJ MarchioncCs, your fine cyci CAu£c ia&X.Q^v^ w \^^^^ 
rate irdi. 
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extreme of the tv'O. Obferve them, and form 
French ftylc upon theirs ; for elegancy inonclang 
will re-pr'odu^-c itfelf in all. I knew a young i 
who being juft cleded a member of parhament, 
laughed at for being difcovcrcd, through the key- 
of his chamber-door, fpeakiiig to himfelf in the { 
and forming his looks and gcftures." I could not 
in that laugh j but, on the contrary, thought himi 
y/viL'T than thofc who laughed at him ; for he kne^ 
importance of tliofe little graces in a public afTen 
and they did not. Your little perfon (which I an 
by the way is not ill turned) whether in a laced 
or a blanket, is rpeeifically the fame ; but yet, 
lieve, you chufo to wear tlie former: and you a: 
the rigiit, fo^ the f.ike of pieafnig more. The v 
bred men in Europe, if a lady let fall her fan, ^ 
certainly taisc it up and give it her : the beft-brcd 
in Europe could do no more. The difference hew 
would be confjderable ; the latter would pleaf 
tloiiig it gracefully ; the former would be laugb 
for cloi^ij; it awkwardly. 1 repeat it, and rcpci 
again, and fliall never ceafe repeating it to you- 
manners, graces, ftyle, elegancy, and all tliofc i 
ments, muft now be the objefts of your attentiot 
is now, or never, that you muft acquire them. 1 
pone, therefore, all other con fi derations ; make I 
now your ferlous ftudy : you have not one moine 
lofe. The folid and the ornamental united an 
doubtedly bcft ; but were I reduced to make an of 
I iUould^ witliout helitatioci cluife the latter* i 
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LETTER CXn. 

vi and Refpeit^. MartiaVs celebrated Epigram parafhrafid.^ 
Dr, John/on d€lineaied,*Mni'V^Jity vf Cambridge,,. Bill f§r 
reforming the Calendar^ 

lY DXARF<iCNDy London> February ike 2Sthw 

[^ His epigram in Martial, 

Non a.Tio te, Sabidiy nee poiTa&i dicere qua e, 
H.c lantura pofiuui ai ere, mm amo ic * i 

\ puzzled a great .m(iny people, who cannot coticei^re 
w it is pofiible not to love any body, and yet not to 
Dw the reafon why. I think I conceive 'Martial's 
:aning very clearly, though the nature of epigram, 
lich is to be fhort, would not allow him to explain ic 
>re fully ; and 1 take it to be this : " O Sabidis, yoa 
t a very worthy, deferving man ; you have a thou- 
id good qualities, you have a great deal of learning ; 
Iteem, I refpecl, but for the foul of me I cannot love 
u, though £ cannot particularly fay why. You are 
t amiable \ you have not thofe engaging manners, 
)fe pleafing attentions, thofe -graces, and that addrefs, 
lich are abuilutcly neceiTary to pleafc, though im- 
»flible to define. I cannot fay it is thib or that partic- 
ir thing that hinders me from loving you, it is the 
lole togethcfr ; and upon the whole you are not 
reeable." How often liave I, in the courfe of my 
b, found myfelf in this (ituation, with regard to many 
my acquaintance, whom T have honored and ref- 
i&ed, withoi\t being able to love ! I did not know, 
by, becaufe, M'^hcn one h young, one does not take 
c trouble, nor allow one's-feif the time, to analifc 
tc's fentiments, and £0 trace them up to their fource* 
It fubfequent obfcrvatio'i and reflection have taught 
e why. Tliere is a man f whofe moral charafter 

• Thus happ:l\ reiijered In li!n\jliih : 
J do uox: lovr thee Dr, Fe'J, 
The rcitcn wi.y 1 canTMttell; 
JBuc J don't love thcc Dr. f tiW 

f Suppoicd to be Dr, Johnf'^n. 

C c 
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deep learning:, and fuperioi- parts, I -acknowlcJge 
mire, and rcfpecl i but whom it is fo impoffible fo 
to love, that I am almoft in a fever whenever I a 
his company. His figure (without being defor 
fcems made to dilgrace or ridicule the common f 
ture of the human body. Jlis legs and arms are 
er in the pcfition, which, according to the fituati 
his body, they ought to be in ; but conftantly cm 
cd in committing adls of hoftility upon the gi 
He throws any where, but down his throat, wha 
he means to drink ; and only mangles what he t 
to carve. Inattentive to all the regards of focial 
he mif-timcs or mif-places every thing. He dil 
with heat, and indifcriminately ; mindlefs of the 
charatier, and fituation of thofe with whom h 
putcs : abfolutely ignorant of the feveral gradatic 
familiarity or relpcdl:,. he is exa£ily the iamc 
iuperiors, his equals, and his inferiors ; and ther 
by a neceilary confequence, abfurd to two of the i 
Is it pofTiblc to love fuch a man ? No. The utr 
can do for him, is to confidcr him as a refpec 

Hottentot. 

I remember, that when I came from Cambrid 
had acquired, among the pedants of that illiberal 
inary, a faucinefs of literature, a turn to fatire and 
tempt, and a itrong tendency to argumentatioii 
contradiction. But I had been but a very little 
in the world, before I found that tliis would 
means do ; and I immediately adopted the op 
charafter : 1 concealed what learning I had j 
plauded often, without approving ; ana I yielded 
iTionly, without conviftion. Sua^viter in modo w; 
law and my prophet •, and it I pleafed (bctweei 
and me) it was much more owing to that, thant 
lupcrior knowledge or mtrit of my own. A'prvpt, 
word pJi^jhg puts one always in mind of Lady He 
pray tell her, that I declare her refponfible to m 
yout plcaCng : that 1 conGdcr her as a pleafingFa 
yvho not only pkaf^s VieikX't^ W^. \^ the caufe of j 
itiir in others : thai 1 VnoNv V\\t cTv\\\\v'i5i^R.'Mv^>aM 
■11/ body ; and tlkat,u^o ^o\ii ^oN-.md^A^^^^ 
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ie-you pleafe, it muft be only becaufe (lie M'ill not, 

not bccaufe ihz cannot. 1 hope you are, ^« let's 

Oft en fait \ \ and if fo, the is io good a fculptor, 

I am furc (he can give: you whatever form (he 

fcs, 

have of late been a fort cf an ajironome malgrc mot |, 
>ringiiig, lafl; Monday, into the lioule ot lords, a 
for reforming our prefent calendar, and takiiigtho 
' flyle — upon which oc c a fi on I was obliged to taHc 
e alt ronomical jargon, of which I did not under- 
d one word, but got it by heart, and fpoke it by 
from a mailer. I wiihcd that I had known a YivM 
e of it myfelf ; and fo much I would have you 
vv. Hut the great and necefiary knowledge or all 
o know ycurfelf and others : tliic knowledge re- 
cs great attention and long experience : exert thu 
icr, and nv-iy you have the latter. — Adieu ! 
. S. I have this moment received your letters of 
27th Februay, and the 2d March. The feal (liall 
one as {00:1 u.> polH^b. I am glad tliat you are 
loycd in Lord Albemarle's bureau : it will teach 
, at lead, tho mjchiinicaf part of that bufmefs, fuch 
aiding, e:itori::'T, w\\ d;;;k:ri;ig, letters ; for you 
h not i.iiagi.i-: t iat y.^u ;^re kt into \\\c:fn fin of tlie 
cfpondciue, nor iniie-jd is it fit that you fiiould, 
our ag.=". iTovv'ever, uf^: yourlclf to fccrecy as 
; lett'.rs vou either read cr wril.^, that i*^ t:m« 



le 



may be truitod with fccnty ^je^ry J'csnt, ji^urute. 
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ment on the iiords *' Gentle in ManKer^firm in ConduSi^^.*^ 
Kingi and ivHniftcri;*Command «./' limber. 

r PEAR FR1£ND, 



/IENrU)rsED to you, fometimc ago, a fentctice.^ 
jli 1 would moll ea.nelUy wifti -^om •A^'icv^=i \si \.^- 

f >Vo<i.; chat wiU bear cavN\r.«^. 
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t,i'in in your thoui:;hts, and obfcrvc in your co; 

it is j«s.viiL'r i/j ni0£^6y fcrtttlr in re, 1 do not kno 
cne rule lb uncxccptionably ufcful and neccfl: 
tvery piirt of liic. 1 ihall therefore take it f 
tc ■ : to-day ; and as eld men love preaching, 
have fome right to preach to you, I here prefer 




cf rav tei^t — -Judiittr in frt:i^o \fyr titer in rs. In th 
pi.icel I ih.dl ll't fortli ihe aJ van tares and utility 




fink into a mean, tiuiid co npljifancc, and \ 
iiefs, if not fupported and dignikcd by the/?r//7.v 
M'hicli would ahb urn into inipetuoiity and bn 
if not tempered and foftened by \\\^j'uai>itirih 
however, they are f»iJdom united. The warm, cl 
xr.an, with ftrong animal fpirits, defpifes tl;?y«<ii 
modo, and thinks to carry ail b.?fore him by llie^ 
inr$. He may poCibly, by great accident, no 
then fucceed, when he has only 'vvcal: and tiiPJd 
to dt»I with ; but his general fate will be, to 
eircnd, be hated, and hiih On the otJier har 
cunning-, crafty man, tl)itiks to gain all his ends 
f^cmiiilr in modo only : hc beeon.es all things to all 
he fecms to have no opltiioii of his own, and fe 
adopts the prefent opinion of the prefent pcrfoi 
infinuates himfelfonly into the efleem of fools, 
ibon detedl jd, and furely defpifed by every bod^ 
The wife man (who differs as much from the cu; 
ns from the choleric) alone joins the thtjuaviier i 
with tJic fhrtifh in re. — Now to the advantages 5 
from the il:ri<^l: obfcrvance of this precept. 

If you are in authority, and have a right to 

m and. your commnnds delivered y«:zi7/^ />«« 

be willingly, cheev(u\lY, awd coufequently well ol 

>r7iereas,^ if given o\\\^ /oniur^ xXx^a^x. \^\i\\i\a\V^, 

^ill rather, as Tadtus tA^Sj \iv:.\^i.\xt^^^\.^^ ^ 
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For my own part, if I bid my footman brir 
afs of wine, in a rouj;h, infulting manner, 
t?xpe£t, that, in obeying me, he would contri'^ 
fome of it upon me ; and 1 am fure 1 flioulel d 
A cool, Iteady refolution fliould ftiow, th; 
you have a right ta command, you ^^i\\ 1 
; but at the fame time, a gentlenefs in tl 
• of enforcing that obedience Ihould make it 
li one, and foften, aa much as poffible, the moi 
confcioufneft of inferiority. l£ you are to af 
r, or even to folicit your due, you^muft do 
tit mot/9 f or yoa will give thofe, who have 
3 refufe you either, a pretence to do it, by r< 
the manner ; but, on the other hand, you muf 
ady perfeverance and decent tenacioufnefs, fho' 
iter' hi re. The right motives are feldom ti 
es of men's aft ions, efpecially of kings, mini 
d people in high ftations, who often give t 
mity and fear what they would refufe to juftic 
lerit. By xht /ua<vit}r in m94i9 engage their heart 
ran ; at leaft prevent the pretence of offence 
z care to fliow enough oimtfortiter in n ta e: 
)m their love of eafe,' or their fear, what yc 
n vain hope for from tlieir juftice or good n; 
People in high life are hardened to tte wan 
Irelles of mankind, as furgeons are to their bo< 
s ; they fee and hear of thf m all day long, an 
fo many fimulated ones, that they do not kno" 
ire real, and which not. Other fentiments ai 
re to be applied than thoft of mere juftic 
manity ; their favour mufb be captivated by th 
ium'>d9 : their love of eafe difturbed by unwe; 
pcrtunity, or their fears wrought upon by a d< 
rimation erf implacable, cool refcntment : th 
uc for titer in re. Tills precept is tlie only 'va 
i« the world, of being loved without being d( 
and feared without being hated. It conftitut< 
iiity of charafter,. which every wife m3.n "Wv^vs 
•)\\r to e/bWifli. 

to apply what has been Caid, ^xvA. i^ c»v.<^>2 
fmd tliat you have a VaftAiicl^ \tv ^o\x\ v^ 
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which unguardedly breaks out mto iiidifcrcct (alfosi. 
or rough exprclhons, to cither your fuperiors, ycur 
i^quiils, or your inferiors, watch ic narrowly, check it 
carefully, and call the juavitlr in mtuio to your affift- 
ance ; at the firlt impulfe of pailion, be filent,till yoa 
can be foft. L.ibor even to get the command of your 
countenance io well, that thofe emotions may not be |c3 
read in it -j— a nuil unfpeakable advantage in bufmeis I 
(>i> the other hand, let no complaifance, no gentle* 
siefs of temper, no weak delire of plcafing on your 
]\!it, no wheedling, coaxing, nor flattery, on otlier peo- 
ple's make you recede one jot from any point which itaii! 
Ibnand prudence have bid you purfue \ but returntotlr 
cliarge, pcifilt, perlevere, and you will find md 
thing's nttainable that arc ppfiible.. A yielding, timkli 
/nceknefs is always iniuked and abufed by the unjuf 
and unfeeling ; but when iuftained by the fortiteriw 
Vs always Tefpecl:cd, commonly futceisful. In yoi 
friend ihips -and connexions, as well as. in your c~ 
inics, this rule is particularlv ufeful 5 let your fi 
iicfs and vigor prrfervc.and invite attachments to j 
but, at the fame time, let your mannei: hinder the cxi 
?nics of your friends and dependants from becom*"' 
yours : let your enemies be difarmed by the gen^o 
of yciur manner ; «but let them fe^, at the Ijame.'ti 
rfic ftcadi/7cfs of ycur jiiil r^^fei^tment ; for there i 
great difference belwten bearing inalice, which itrf 
•.vays ungenerous, and a refoluie fclf^cfence, wl|fehi 
always pruficnt and juftifiabie.. In negoclHtioa* w»> 
foreign minifters, remember HiQ/^r/ifer in re.;, giy! 
no point, accept of. no expedient, till the utnioft .m 
ijty reduceo. you to it, and even -then difpute 
ground inch by inch ; but then,, while you are ( 
lending with the mimUcr . /crti/er tM n^ remember 
^ain the man by tlit /ua^jijer /» «<w6. Tell. him, in 
frank, gaiiant manner, that your ininiftcrial'. wran^l 
do not IciTen your perfonnl regard for his merit 5 h 
that, en thecontravv, KlsT.eal. and ability, in the fff* 
vice of 111 s mailer \i\cTc;xv<i\t% •jiw^^i^\.<> c/L'aW thiog^ 
Youxl<Liiz<x.\o make a ^j>o^ toiv\^iQlil^ ^gssA3i.Ssxv^ 
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•y thcfe me^ns you may and v;ill very of^cn be gainer, 
—you never can be a loiier.. u;*j '.vt people cvinnct gaiii: 
pon thcmfelvcs to be eafy and *.; . il to ^hi ib who are 
thcr their rivals, com pi'ti tors, cv i>ppokrs • t'l'^v.'^li, 
idtpendcntly of lUofo accident^'' circumilantf s .^^jy 
•ould like and Lilfcm them,, ihey betray a iiv. • (s 
nd an awkv/ardnci's in company with ihcni, .;!i 
atch at any JittiL- thing to expofe them ; and lo, i ■.( '.i 




rhich can only be carried on fuccelsfuUy, by unadul- 
sratcd good policy and right reafoning. in fuch cafes. 
:would be more particularly and nQbLmtnty civil, eafy, 
nd frank with the man whole defigns I travcrfeii^; this 
i commonly CcJled gcnerofity and magnanimity, but. 
B, in truth, good feniie and policy., 'i he manner is. 
ftcn as impui tiint as the matter, fometimes more fo ^ 
i favor may make an enemy,, and sfiid an, injury may 
friend, according to the diirerent manner in« 
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nake 

•hich they are fever ally done., l.he countenance, the- 
iddrcfs, tlie words, the enunciation, the eraces, add: 
peat efficacy to the the Jua^viur in m§do^ and great dig— 
lity to yhtfcrtittr in rt ; and confequcntly they defer ve. 
Ik utmoft attention.. 

' From what has been faid,. I conclude with this ob- 
Brvation, That gentlcnefs of manners, with firmnefs*. 
if nnnd, is a fliort, but full dcfcription of human pcr- 
bQion* on this fide of religious and moral duties. That 
iu may be ftrioully convinced of this truth, and (how. 
rln your life and coHvexi'ation,>s the moit fiucerc and 
Qdcftt wifh of your^s*. 
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LETTKR CXIV. 

Lcus and Hatred equal!, criucaL../itteiiihns in Company.* 
fiitutian of lhing$ at turis^/OiJerince iitween Siein 
Staring, 

MY DEA». f kUNDj Loiidon, March thi 

j[ RECEIVED* by the laft poft a letter from 
Gualco, in which he joins his reprefcn tat ions to 
of I^ord Alberryarle, iJgaiiill your remaining any 1 
in your very bad lodgings at the acadenny 'y and 
do nt>t find that «iny advaKtage can arife to you, 
behig interne in an academy, which is full as far 
the riding- houfe, and from all your other maft« 
your lodgings will- probably be, 1 agree to your n 
Hig to an hotel garni \ * the Abbe will help you t 
one, as I defire him by the inclofedi whicn yoi 
give him. I muft, however, annex one condit 
your going into private lodgings, which is, an ab 
exclufion. of Englifii breakfaits and fuppers- at t 
the former con fume the whole morning, and the 
employ the evenings very ill, in fcnfelefs toafl 
VAngloife in their iniVrnal claret.. You will be f 
go to the riding-hcufe as often as poflible, th 
whenever your new buiinefs at Lord Albermarle' 
not hinder you. By the way, you may make your 
ings for one whole year certain, by which mean 
may get them much cheaper *, for thoHgh 1 intc 
fee you here in Icfs than a year, it will be but 
little time, and you will return to Paris- agahi, w 
intend you. fhall itay till the end of April t 
month ; at which time, provided you have got 
politejfesy les manieres, kj atentions, et les graces i\ 
monde, I (hall place you in fome budnefs fuitabk t 
deilination. 

I have received, at laft, your pre fen t of the c 

from Dominichino,by Btenchet. it is very finely 

it IS pity that Ke did not take in all the figures < 

or fgi n a] . I \v i\\ Yiatv^ *\t w^ ^ viVjii^ \\. ^tJX V» ^i 

again fome time ox oxYvet, 



POLITE EDUCATION- 3x1 

Mr. Harte is returned in perfe£k health from Corn- 
all, and has taken poflcflion of his prcbcndal houfe at 
'iudfor, which is a very pretty one. As I dare fay 
lU will always feel, I hope you will always exprtfs^ 
e flrongeft fentlments of gratitude and friendfliip for 
m. Write to him frequently, and attend to the let- 
rs you receive from him. He Ihall be with us at 
ackheath, alias Labiole, all the time that I propofc 
u fliail be there, which, I believe, will be the month 

Auguft next. 

Having thus mentioned to you the probable time o£ 
Aneeting, 1 will prepare you a little for it. Hatred,, 
iloufy, or envy, make moll: people attentive to dif- 
ircr the lead defects of thofo they do not love ; tliey* 
oicc at. every new difcov'ery they make of that kind,. 
d take care to publifli it. I tnank God, I do not 
ow what thofe three ungenerous pallions are, having; 
ver felt them in my ov/n bread ! but love has juft the 
ne eilt-cfl upon me> except that I conceal, inftead of 
blifliing, tlie de feels which my attention makes mc 
cover in thofc 1 love. I curioufly pry into them ; 
nalyfc them 5 and wilhing either to find them per- 
1, or to make them, fo, nothing efcapes me, and 1 
m difcovcr every the lead gradation towards, or 
m that perfedbion. You mult, tlierefore, expeft the 
>fl: critical txamen that ever any body underwent : I 
dl difcQver your leaft, as well as your greateft de- 
ls, and I (hall very freely tell you of them, Nonquod 
I habeam^ fed quod cmeni.'^ But I fliall tell them you 
ya^ttu^ and as Micio^ not as Demea \ and I will tell 
^m to nobody elfe. I think it but fair to inform 
& beforehand, where I fufpe£l that my crlticilins are 
dy to fall ; and that itj more upon the outward, 
in upon the hi ward man. I neither fufpedl your 
irt nor your head ; but, to be plain with you, I 
re a ftrange diflirud of your air, your addrefs, your 
nners, your mumurey and particularly of your cnun- 
ion and elegancy of Itylc. Thefe will be all put to 

tiial y for while you iirc with me, '^ow ivw^Sl^^q "^^ 

* yo^ Ucjui-i i li-^ti^ bet l;|tv;iUfft 1 \onc 'j'ixi* 
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honours of my houfe and table ; the Icaft mace 
or inck-g..incy will not efcr.ps mc ; as you will fii 
a look itt the tlme^ and by a remonilrance after 
when wc are alone* You will fee a great deal of 
pan vol' all foitu at Balidsy and particularly i"orei 
INIake, therefore, hi the mean time, all thcfe e: 
ai.d cinamental qualifications your f cctiiiir c 
diiappoint ail my imaginary fchemes of cri 
Some authors have criticifed their own works t 
hope;? of hinderinj^ others from doing it after 
but then tlvey do it tliemfelves with fo much 1 
lie is and partiality for their own production, tl 
not only the production itfelf, but the prevent!^ 
jciim is criticifed. I am not one of thofc ai 
but, on the contrary, my feverity increafes wi 
fonJncfs for my work •, and if you will but cffi 
corred all the Vaults I (Ivall findj I will cnfurc yc 
iiU fubfequent critic ilrr.s from other quarters. 

Are you got a little into the interior, into tl 
ftiluticn of things at Paris ? Have you fecn wh 
have fcen thoroughly. For, by the way, few 
fee what the y fee, or hear what they hear. Foi 
pie, if you go to Its l.nialiaes^ iH) you content y 
with feeing the buihiing, the hall where three < 
hundred cripples dine, and tbe galleries whcr 
lie ? Or do ycu inform yourfelf ot the numbei 
conditions of their admiinnn, -their aliowcnce, i 
iue and nature of tb.e fund by which the whole 
ported? This latter I ci'dl feeing, the former 
llaring. Many people ti-kc the opportunity cf 
cauces, to go and fee the impty rooms, where t 
erul chambers oftlie parlii-mJntdid fit ; which 
ne exceedingly like .'.ll other large rooms ■: wh 
;o there, let it be when they are full j f< 
lear what is doing in them \ learn their 
tive condituticns, jurifdi<ilions, objefts am 
tliods of proceeding ; hear feme caufes tri 
every one of the d\&\cwt dumbcvs. Jfproj 



ti 
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f am glad to hear that you are fo well at Marquis 
St. Germain, :f of whom I hear a very good cha- 
let. How are you with the other foreign miniflers 
Paris ? Do you frequent thj Dutch ambaiiador or 
bafladrefs ? Have you anj footing at the Nuncio's, 
at the Imperial and Spanilh ambafiadors ? It is uft- 
, Be more particular in your letters to rae, as to your 
nner of palling your time, and the company you 
:p. Where do you dine and fup ofteneft ? Whofe 
ifc is moil your home ? — Adieu ! 



rta^to 



LETTER CXV, 

'or mat ion of tin Calendar., His Lor a/kip'* s ConiluSl in that 
dffatr* .His Speech in the Houfi of Lords.,, Lord MaccUs *• 
xeld*s,.,The pUafing Spesker more applauded than the njoelU 
^n/ormed.„Lord Bolingbroke's Stjli. 

IT DEAR FRIEND, London, March the i8th» 

ACQUAINTED you in a former letter that I had 
3Ught a bill into the houfe of Lords for correfting 
d reforming our prefent calendar, which is the Ju- 
n ; and for adopting the Gregorian. I will now 
re you a more particular account of that affair ; 
)m which reflexions will naturally occur to you, that 
lopc ftiay be ufeful, and which I fear you Have not 
Ic. It was notorious,^ that the Julian calendar was 
oneous, and had overcharged the folar year with 
rtn days. Pope Gregory the Xlllth. correfted t **|i *^ 
or ; his reformed calendar was immediately recei\* ^. 
all the catholic powers of Europe, and aftcrwr'S ?• 
.ipted by all the proteftant ones, except Ruflia, S^fc^^^c 
by and England. It was not, in my opinion, vcrj? ° 
PiwiuraDle for England to remain in a grofs and ivcw-^^* 
I error, efpecially in fuch company ; the incoiivcni- 
k:y ©f it was lilcewife felt by all thofe who had fo^ 
ign correfpond^'nces, whether political or merer. n- 
C. I determined, therefore, to attcm^^: \\vEt \t.S.ci\\cv* 

' At that 'titae AmbalTiaor (\osxi the Kins of SwWvCvi^ \.o Cw. co>«x. 
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ation ; I confulted the bed lawyers, and the moft Ikik 
fill aRronomcrs, and wc cooked up a bill for that put* 
pole. But then niy dilliculty began : I was to bring 
m this bill, which was ncccfTarily compofed of lawp 
gon and aftronomical calculations, to both which I an 
an utter llranger. However, it was ablblutcly neceOi' 
rv CO make the lioufe of Lords think that I knew f.'rae* 
thing of the matter ; and alio, to make them Wert 
that they knew fomething of itthemlelves, which ihcf 
do not. For my own part, I could juft as foonbrt 
talked Celtic or Sciavonian to tliem,as aftronomy }aul 
they would have underflood me full as well : lb In- 
foivcd to do better than fpeak to the purpofe, andtq 
pli^afc inftcad of informing them. I gave tliem, there* 
lore, only an hiilorical account of calenders, from the 
Ivryptian down to the Gregorian, amufuig them noK« 
and then with little epifodes ; byt I was particulaiWi 
attentive to the choice of my words, to the harmoajj 
'And roundnefs of my periods, to my elocution, to mjj] 
action. This fucceeded, and ever will fucceedfl 
they thought I informed, becaufe I pleafed them: 
many of tKcm iaid, that I had made the whole 
clear to them ; when, Gpd knows, I had not even 
ten^pted it. Lord MacclesHvId, who had the gre 
fliiue ii' -ovming tRe bill, and who is one of the gi 
til nuiih^jniiticiiiiis and kiftionomers in Europe, fpo! 
afterwards with iji finite knowledge, and all theaea 
nefs that fo intricate a m itter Vould admit of : but 
tuVi words, his neiiods, and his utterance, were not 
itai gcod as mine^ the preference was moft w 
cruuX^Y} though moil u ijuftly, given to mc. ' 
er^l wver be the cafe ; every numerous aiTemblyis 
L-et the individuals who con;pofe it be what they 
jft^Icrc reafonand good fenfe is never to be talked to 
r*iob : tiieir pafRons, their fentiments, their fenfes, 




Lgine that CT)c'^Uug ^U 
reafon will do' 'fowt \3vit\Tvd%^ >j'^>\ ^s^\\V ^xvd YOiirfd 

ranked only accoxiiiv^ Vo ^ci\xx <i\^e;vit.'w;.it^-MA\j\ 
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■ 

according to your matter \ every body knows 

Lter almoft alike, but few can adorn it. I was 

)nvinccd of the importance and powers of clo- 

; and from that moment i applied myfelf to it. 

cd not to utter one word, even in commoacon- 

m, that (hould not be the moft cxprcflive, and 

ft elegant, that the language could fupply me 

r that pureoTe \ by which means I have acquired 

certain degree of habitual eloquence, that I 

low really take fome pains if I would expref:* 

very inelegantly. I want to inculcate this 

truth into you, which you fcem by no means 

onvinced of y^t, that ornaments are at prefent 

lief objeflis. 

)ng the commonly called little things, to which 
not attend, your hand -writing is one, which is 
(hamefuHy bad, and illiberal ; it is neither the 
F a manofbufinefs, nor of a gentleman, but of 
It fchool-boy ; as foon, therefore, as you have 
nth the Abbe Nolet, pray get an excellent wri- 
after (fincc you think that you cannot teach 
f to write what hand you pleafe) and let him 
ou to write a genteel, legible, liberal hand, and 
, not the hand oi z frocurewy or z writing-mafter. 
It fort of hand in wnich the firft ctmmis in foreign 
s commonly write : for I tell you truly, that 
lord Albemarle, nothing (hould remain'in my 
I, written in your prefent hand, 
fortnight or three weeks, you will fee Sir Charles 
n at Paris, in his way to Touloufe, where he is 
a year or two* Pray be very civil to him, but 
carry him into company, except prefenting him 
Albemarle ; for as he is not to ftay at Paris 
a week, we do not defire that he fhould tafte of 
(lipation : you may (how iam a play and an op« 
Adieu, my dear child. 
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\y i' i I AT a Ir.ppy pcrictl of your life is tliis ! V/kilc 
\>u Nwvc v«-un^er, (.'rv ruli;,, .i:icl nn connected wor .is, 

'W'oi'j til-..* iiiv^lj.il.r.it objects of your l.ibcrs. V'Ln ji: 
} ''ii grj'.v c-ivicv, the ii;i::l?:v> the vexaticiio,, the il.i'.p- " 
} ^ i.u.iiciits iiiflp-'Vi.Llc fiGiii public biifl.icfs, rill lo 
'iiiiVJ iiiL ;;;;'LM:ijtc li./.rj ot yoi:r liiiie ::iul :;;:• i"':iciM 
^oi:r pic.ilui^s, iVi.jy ircl-.^J;, to:]cltico to yriirluf-iu'lSi 
iMul\jLii Lufiiicfs V. ill i;.iickcn your p Icr. lures •, but 
iiiil your il iie mull, at ]>:iil, be tl!vidi'.l : wiier.L^s iris 
i ov; v\holv vpurowr., iii^d • r.iiuot be lb veil 'jri^pi:vd 
r.:j 1:1 t.:ij p;cMiL;r.;> of a |rv-iiLl-:r»i**n. The wuild a 
3 1- > \v the oil y bo L .Ic y c u w a ii t , ii lui a 1 m o 11 1 1 ic oiily : ne 
\ou oii;:;ht to read : tirac ipJciTary bock can ci::/ be 
lii-.iin coi.vpun', in pubilc places, I'.t nie. I3, r.:-.c! in 
viv.l.s. i'jii iiyjll be ill the i.lcaU.r::J, i'^ cr.!:r to 
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»;i-.rt:v^::. 



i ;'.i:j .t':e liv.'.nivjrs ol" l oci- ccr^r 'nv. 

t;ii,cv 1 Mi.»rni:il biiiii-iels, \::\:\ ':c cone./-, '..-: ut j.'iil 

iivhavr r lo roiK-'ul tlii ;v (.■■■■ !'?r;- j v!i-tv.;3 pleat 

*'*»-J \.;.. *!••.» -..l*.!.'!^ 41II.L . iV^ 1.. !L l«i..i.r»«.. ..I. kiJl>^- ^** 

] ; ::. -. : • : ^ ■ : 1 :! .:>: vr. : to '..-ri. a jo;--- ;. : », r:u 
t ) ii ' : .-■ .; ..■■-. '.r :■ ;;i-.- : '.Vi V-, . 1 1^. 1;. 'iv need- 

' .: y^\'-:\'.\\ \'.:\' ■:5-.-, ■. ip- -ip-rr .i;i-- tc^ »t^ 
i- ;\'hi;:' i. G'*- ;.'« i^: ;l-;i:"mI li- tl c plwi^f* 
' • •};:vi ill :iii:'-. it i:i:-\' bj tiiJI'^i 

• - • ' ■ • - 
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tidilenble tlnie, t-ie court of Berlin, and rnndchisowu 
"tune, bv briiijiwi'i with mavLinl.; ile Wiirtcmbfiii, 
- uv'X kiji.r of Prullifji miiircfs; nndi coi:!d n:;inc ni;i- 




ly vinious 

iilines, th'.U it requires- a grcnt deal of time aiul ?.tter.- 
'II to uiiiierftand it well : contrary to all other bochv^', 
u miiil not Ray at hopiev b'at [;o al ror.d ro read it i 
i\, wiien veil fccic it abrca.i, vou will r.ot iiiul it in 



-iiiiiarity and ii^'liMac]', in the leveral i'l'cncli liciifcs 
'.vliich you have been introduced- Tcur prcK liion 
3 tills a<;rcea!)lc pjciiliiv/itY in it, wliieh is, ilr..t it is 
nneci''d v/it:7, a.nd proiiioted by pl'.uiV.rts ; and it 
die only one, in wliieh a thoroiigli kjiowkdge of thi 
jvid,. polite manner.-*, and an eiigagiiig addrcis, are 
folutciy necefHry. If a lawyer knows his la\r, m 
irion his divinitv, a!Ki a financier hij; Cideulaiior.^^. 
:eh may make a ligurc ar.d a f^-rtune in his profef- 
m, without great Lnowlcd^^e of the world, aivl with- 
it the manners of fjer.tk-men, i-*»it voiir orofeirien 
row.o V')U iiito all the i;nri jues, and cabals, as well as 
cafiwes of courts : in tliofe windin^-s and labyri'uhs, 
knowled.ge of the v/orld, a difcernment of clinraclcrs, 
fuppk-nefs and vcrihtality of mirid, and an ciegar- 
' or manners mull be your cliic : vou mufl: know 
)v to r)oth and lull tlic n.on. flers t,.:-t guard, and 
^•■v to ad.d.refs and gam t!:c fiiir tb.it keep ;i:e go'den 
-ece. Thcle are t!i.=t arts a.id tk • ace'jmplii'l'/.riCnt-i 

Jfoiutd'y n::eeri*.n*y ^^'^' ^ ^-'I'-'-o'^ aniiiiLr ; in which in 
u(l be owned, to our fliair..'^, tliat moll crk.cr naticr.i; 
't-do the Kn<.li h \ and, ceettr-s f-.-ftus a k'lcnch mi:> 
"r will get the letter of ;:n ihi^r.ik. n?v.^ in any tkinl 
urt in Kiiropc. Tlie Cirdinal d'Oilat waJilool^•d 
'^>n at Rome as an It.iliim; and rot as a r'ivi\eh Car- 
'*'il ; and r>'cn!iei;r dk^vaiirt, wKev;i\':\ W \\oi.x^ 
^^ ftcwr ccvAiA'.x\\\ ;>sa fore\\;\A wvaVvVVm^ ^VvvX. t.> -x 
-i mid a iy2v[onA frie:;id. "tfkrvi ^\\:C\\\ Vt>i.'Ccv%. N 
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»nii knqwlcJge, will by no means da alone m 
courts : art and ornaments muft come to their aflift- 
;ince. 

The denth of the prince of Wales, who was more 
beloved for his afFability and good nature, than efteera 
t'd for his ilcadinefs and condufl, has given concern to 
many, and apprehenfions to all. The great difterencc 
of age in the king and prince Creorge prcfents the 
prolpeft of a minority — a difagreeabie profpeft forauf 
nation ! Ikit it is to be hopt:d, and is moft probable, 




ii;iti»red, with good foand kr.fr. This event Ins raafe 
nil forts of people here hillorians, as well as politicians. 
Our hiftories are rummaged for all the particular cir- 
cumflinces of the fix minorities we have had fincctlit 
conquefl: ; viz. thofe of Henry III. Edward III. Rich- 
ard ll. Henry VI. Edward V. and Edward VI ; an* 
t!ie rcafonings, the fpeculations, the conjeSures, ani 
the predictions, you will caiily imagine, muft be va-h- 
numerable and endlefs, in th's nation, where evaf 
porter is a confummarc politician. Doctor Swift fayh 
very humouroudy, " Every man knows that he umler- 
iltaiids religion and politics, though he never leamol 
them ; but muiy peo])le arc confcious they do not on- 
dcrlland many other fciences. from havinir never lean- 
eu uiem.' — Adieu ! 



I 



LETTER CXVII. 

Court s,.»Keepin^ Secrets. ..StuJf tf Ajirononrf and Getmitrj"* 
Lor J Chefttrjietd's Sf^ecL., Oratory, 

Mr DZAK FRISK i>f London, April the ;(hi 

JljIeRE you have, altogether, the pocket books, the 

compafles, and the pattern. When your three Graces 

/i.ive jiiade their o\)Uov\, ^ow tvt^d oidy fend mc, in a . 

letter, fmall pieces ot v\\e tXxx^^i v«vc?cv.tiv\?v\^^>^^'s.>iT^\i, I 

tfX can fill! no way oi fc\u\\\vj^*ic.v£v,WL^N^^-KS!c^^v 
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ref^iy tcTari?, 1 will rr itrlve to liavc them left witit 
m::;!c:i"!ic ..-Ci^'j :it L. v.* ••, who, be'rig ii.adarnc Mon- 
coivf.il's :ii::r.t r'- v :, i:\ ^ ihvJ. rn. :::.;: of funhcriiKitliem 
to )v^i-r th.M' 3.:'L' r,, \vi:o ail bvJio::g to ycur iiicnd 
ni u tl L j I n e ]\"; v • ^ c -j r : .; i ! . ^ 

Y'.-u v/iil ..To Ilr.d, In rlic pp.cket, acoir:p:^r-' viiig {<-. fr 
rouHvl \y\ih li; :!:! c'.iiMnoncls, wMcIi J ntlvifL^ ':;hi to niakii 
^ prcf.:iit of to Abbe Guafco> who Ims hccii nfLfiil to 
you, anu v.iil ccv.ulnuc to be f;) : as it h a lii-jrc b. ublc, 
ycu nrail add to the value of it by y^nw r.-ai^n, r cf g'u'- 
ing it him. All thofe little g:^;ja::tric.s d-ncpcl er/iirelv 
Upon tiic ni:inir.T of doing thiin j a.s, In iruti^., what 
ilovjs not ? The m'cattll favours nT:v be done fo nwk- 
^•ardly and bu^^^^Jini'^ly as to o.R^nd •, and i!i;V.c:rv:eabl.3 
fhliVT^ may be done lb agrec^abJy as almofl to oblige. 
Indeavour to a-jqiiire this great fecret ; it exilti?, it is 
to bj found, And is worth a great deal more than the 
gtand (ecret cf tliC alchyrniflvS '.vould be if it was, as it is 
not to ht foun.!. This is only to be learned in courts^ 
Wh«rre clafnliv^ vicvvs, jarring opinions, and" cordial 
liatreds, are fufu^ivj;!, and kept within decent bounds, 
ky politenefs and manners* Frequent, obferve, and 
'earn courtj. Are yon free of that at St. Cloud t Are 
you often atVerfailK^s r Infinuatc yourfelf into favonr 
*tthofc places. L'abb.' de la Ville, my old friend, will 
Uelp \ou at the latter ; your three ladies may tflabliflr 
Yen in the former.- 'I he good breeding ^e la I'ilfe etJe 
f« Cour\ are difierent ; but, without deciding which is 
^ntrinfically the beftr, that of the court is, without 
Sdubt, the mod neceiliiry for you', who are to live, 
to ^rc^, t^wkX to rife in courts. In two years time, 
\^hich will be as foon as you are fit for it, 1 hope to 
be able to pl.mt you in the foil oi :i \cu:ig court hcve ; 
where, if you- have all the addrtfs of a good courtier, 
you will have a great chance of thriving, ana liour- 
idling. Young favour is eafily acquired, if the ptcp- 
tr means arc employed; and when acquired, it is 
k^'arm, if not durable ; and the warm moments niuli 
ie fiiatchcd and improved. Do not mention this view 

f City an,i cou\X., 
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of mine for you to any mortal ; but learn to keep your 
own fecrcts, which, by the way, very £ew people 
can do. 

If your courfe of experimental philofophy, with Abbe 
Nolct, is over, 1 would have you apply to Abbe Sal- 
]ier for a mafler to give you a general notion of aitrcn- 
<)my and geometry •, of both which you may know as 
much as I defire you fhould in fix months time. I 
only dcfire that you fhall have a clear notion ofthc 
prefcnt planetary lyftcm, and the hiftory of all the for- 
a-ncr fyftems. Yontcndlc^s Piurali/e i/es Mendes mWi^ 
moll teach yclti all you need know upon that fubjcdi 
As for pjeometry, the fcven firft books of Euclid wil 
be a fuHicient portion of it for you. It is right to hate 
ii. general notion of thofe abftrufe fciences, loas nottft' 
:ippear quite ignorant of them, when thty happen, 
i:*metimes they do, to be the topics of converlation j 
but a deep knowledge of them ret^uires too much tir%! 
and eiigroffcsi the mind too much. I repeat it agaio^ 
and again to you, let the great book of the World 
your principal iludy. 

"Whatever may be faid at Paris of my fpeech upOD 

the bill for the reformation of the prefent calendar,*' 

wriatever applaufa it may have met with here, tte^ 

'whole, I can afiiirc you, is owing to the words andw' 

rlie delivery, but by no means to the matter ; whfehi' 

:is I trJd you in a former letter, I was not mafler of. T' 

;nention this again, to fliew you the importance rf? 

M ell-chofen wcnls, harmonit)us periods, and good i^^L 

livery ; for, between you and me, Lord Macclesfield's '. 

Ipeecli was, in truth, worth a thoufand of mine. It f 

will foon be printed, and I will liend it you. Itil^ 

very inllruclive. You fay, that you wifli to fpeakbut^ 

half as well as 1 did : you'may eafilv fpeak fwfl as wdl * 

iks ever I did, if you will but give tKe fame attemioi^ 

to the fame objedls that I did at your age, and for manf 

years afterwards ; I mean, corrcftnefs, purity andctei- 

gancy of ftyle, harmony of periods,, anci gTaccfuIne(&.| 

of deiivery. Read over iind oyer again tlui third book- 

of Cicero de Or/i/4jv,\n vjYAvlVv Yv\i ^•\\V\';:\i\*\\\'^ Vtc^s of 

the ornamental pait^ o5 ov aVow; -. x\\fc^ -^.t^Ss^^^Y^^ 
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>ratory, for all the reft depends only upon com- 
fenfe, and feme knowledge of the fubjefts jou 
upon. But if you would pleafe, perluade, and 
il in fpeaking, it muft be by the ornamental parts 
atory. — Adieu ! 



LETTER CXVIIL 

ftent in Pmntings.„StjIe cf Con'verfation at Paris„*Nt» 
cejjity cf adapting Qurfil'ves to the Company, 

DRAR FRiEKOy Loodoii, April the %2d« 

PPLY to you now, as to the grcateft 'virtuefo o£ 
or perhaps any otlier age ; one whofe fuperior 
tient and diftinguiihing eye hindered the king of 
d from buying a bad pitiure at Venice, and whofe 
ons in the realms of vir/» are final, and without 
L Now to the point. I have liad a catalogue 
lie, for the fale of fome piftures at the apart* 
> of the Siiur Araignon Aperin^ valet de chambre de 
.ni, fur le j uai de la Megijferii^ au coin de l^Arcbe Afa- 
There I obferve two large piGures of Titian, as; 
bed in the inclofedpage of the catalogue, No. 18, 
I I fhould be glad to purchafe, upon two con- 
is ; the firft is, that they be undoubted originals 
;tian, Jn good prefervation ; and the other, that 
:ome cheap. To afcertairi the firft, (but without 
•aging your (kill) I wifh you would get fome un~ 
:ed connoiflcur^ to examine them carefully \ and 
>on fuch critical examination, they ihould be 
moufly allowed to be undifputed originals of Ti- 
and well pref erved, then comes the lecond pointy 
ice : I wUl not go above two hundred pounds 
ig for the two together \ but as much lefs as vou 
et them for. I acknowledge that two hundred 
ds feems to be a very fmaH fum for two undoubt- 
tians of that fize ; but, on the other hanct, as 
Italian piftures are now out of fafliion at Paris, 
z fafhion decides of ef ery thm^v "^^^ '^^^ ^^'vs. ^\^- 
arc too hrgc for commou toom^, >iv>q x:ci.w y^^ 
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crfi.":^:: wit!: /cv Icg::x rjyuA 
I '■: it ; it j.;i^ <.s ^ utjrT:cof| 
v.\^w luiji. . .'•.:' -.v ;;t Pci-is ; si:: A tli-lu co'iv: rlatifllf 

rri I [}.: oa'.\,\.. t':.it tlvj p.-l'^.r. coKV-rf-itiuii ot ihemcil 
:v: I \\ :):-;u\i ^Z i'.:'!:ioTi .it r -lis, iliOiM^h not v\lway3V( 
vi;.-p. is ::iu..!i Ijii fuiilc a.x l (VivolGr-:. than ours he 
u luiiir, at lo.iii: i^Jd fo'.-n: Uioj.cl;, i'oinetiiin;^ of taftw 
i:").'"^: pji.it or ii':.:ory, criticilm, and cvtn philofophTfl 
w'ii.jjj, tno'^vi probably not .quite To f( lid as iB| 
i.C'.f.c's, Is ho vcvjT b'Jttcr, and irorc bo coming ratiofij 



al b.in;4;s, tlicii oi:r tilvolcus dliT-Tirvtions upoa 
weather, or upon v.'hill. LlonfiL-ar du Clos obfen 
wnd I tl.iiik \\;r7 juilly, f?u:iy a f't frrje.-u ert Fraud 






fiynicnioiicK inlvtrfAh i.i lu r.-iij'-: qui te^dcifc d .'Vtla^iftti^ 
WhtTjar,, I :\r."i ibrrv to i'ly.. thr.t 1i:tc that l"Lri-*.iciitatiol 
Iccms to hav'j bi'm (^vcr ror.:e y^.■nrs ago^tho ipirit ew^ 
orat'sjd, and onlv the drc(T« Ie:"t. Moreover, Ics bcf.uxiA 
priu at P.iris are coiTimonly wtiibrcd, ". liich ours vcif 
iVcq.iently ?r2 irot : with the; formtr" your manna* | 
will be furiivrd •, with, the latter, wit mi:M: pcrerally be^ 
co.iipoundod for at thi^ cxptnfe cf manners. Areyorf 
acquainted with M.irivaux, who has cenp.inly fludiedf 
and is '.v:]l ncqlnin^■'d with the heart ; but who refine* 
io much upMi its plis et rr;JJs, + and dtfcribcs iheiiifo' 
aiFccb^dly, that Ii.: often is unii-t'oili-lble to his readers^ 
and fomvrimrs fo, I davc f..y. to hiinfclf ? Do vplf 
know Cicjillcn de F:!s t lie is a fine paiiiter, ani ij 
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(ing writer ', his chara3ers are admirable^ and 
refleclions juft. Frequent thefc people, and be 
, but not proud, of frequenting them ; never 
i of it, as a proof of your own merit ; nor infult, 
manner, other companies, by telling them afFec* 
f what you, Montefquieu, and FonteneJle were 
tng of the other day ; as I have known many peo* 
lo here, with regard to Pope and Swift, who had 
:r been twice in company with either : nor carry 
other companies the tone of thofe meetings of 
V e/prifs. Talk of literature, tafte, philofophy, &c» 
I them ; but with the fame eafe talk ox /•in^/, 
r/, &c. with Madame de Blot if flie requires it. 
loft every fubjefl in the world has its proper time 
place ; ni wnich no one is above or below difcuf- 

The point is, to talk well upon the fubkfl: you 

uj)on 5 and the mod trifling, frivolous fubjeftSf 

ftill give a man of parts an opportunity of fliow- 

them. L*u/age du j^rand monde^ can alone teach 

This was the diftinguifliing charafteriftic of 

biadcs, and a happy one it was ; that he could 

fionally, and with fo much eafe, adopt the nw>ft 

rent, and even the nioft oppofite habits and 

;ners, tliat e:ich feemed natural to him.. Pre- 

yourfcif for the great world, as the atblttie 

to do for their exercifcs ; oil, (if I may ufe that 

•eflion) your mind, and vour manners, to give them 

necelTciry fupplenefs and flexibility ; ftrength alone 

not do, as young people are too apt to thmk. 



LETTER CXIX. 

^tion t9 Manners, ..Corpuiittej^..,Bihavia»r in dijferigt 

* Comfaiues* 

• DtAH rtiEND, London, M^y tlftAd. 

WO accounts, which I have very lately received 
ou, from two good judges, have put me into great 

.— — ^— ^■— ■' ■ I ■-— — — — — ^— — ii— ^^t^^^— ^ 

* ^ fVe^uciiiiiig the ^(t«isvoc\4. 



f.'rits. I co-\<^rntu:.:t- v^^'^i i"'-^^' iTiyLlf upon y 
i>. i.r- iV ii ar tl;i::t n:>:',t .:: \:hi^ii i lo iinxiounv v 
voi: iv..'\- :irr;vc*. .! :Mn l:ire, t'i:^t i:Il your iMKu 
IrA :■ -■^!-..r.\;i'.rs will I-j? ''>'vrr'.<l j aiivi, ii' cxcrt;;u, i 
will i\ic;-cj(l. Llr. '--'i.il^L L:.'^, L'i-'t you arc incl 
tube i>i ', but I -inpi;' ycu will clecii.ic it as r.iuc 
you o.;:i ; not by I..L' "! : ?.!iy ilili^^ corrufivc to r 
yoj. !:v:, but by tiki . •; as iiftlo as you can oi" t 
t ! /. :i ;.: ; that wo u I : i !i\ ■ \ .; y o u i i : t:. 1) r i .' \ w o c h c ci 
tr.lvj vi^ur coirjv? wii.ii/.'.!; ci\'a n : yv>u cnniict po 
nv.s.; UfpjKrs r.c l\:i\^:, un:..M yo'i avoi-J coi^ipanj 
v/l;Ich i would by no r.iv^ana Imvc you do 5 butt 
liliJf at Aippc:r a.-^ you can, a'.nl make even an a" 
anc* for :■:;;: liLtl'^ at y'>-ir uiir.iois. Take, occa^l 
Iv, a (loublc cu iVof ri;ii;\;:; a::-.' rcnciriu; *? arid nov 
tlu* lU'.r.nicr Is coiv.r-, \\\\\'.i a i^^'^od di.:d in V.:t T 
rijL^ : it i> !•. r.j:d. i:-,co:iVv.:iici: '>■ to auv bo.ly 10 OJ 
aij.l, b^fii.: :5, it is unirTaccfuil lor a vcurv.; tcllc^^ 
p'o:cs.^ I h.:d like to \\:\\c iorgotte.i 10 t.dl you, ' 
C'i:::.-^rcd Tel lot" to attci.d particul-aly to your 
a:;c^- ;ind didion ; two puipts of the uuiio-.l in 
aiic!.'. Totliefirll he I'.-.ys, *« His cnuuci-.tion 
b;.J, Lut it 13 to be \viiu"('i t! at it Wi:.> Hill better 
l'.-^* c:-;prcir:?3 lii-Vif.-if wlili nuTj fire ihan ekr: 
l'r.:..r^' of pood cor. ip.Viiy will i ■ilvu'^'i: M:n Hk?v. 
t'^'.t." 'In-le, I iiliOw, are ail .'iuk thiii'.-s; fenar; 
t-.f, ajrr^n-irc-.tjjly, tliey ni.«kc a moll li.-.poitap.t and 
article in the account of a jj^enllcnvan. 1;^ the 
o: commons you can ncvt-r m:.k'J a figure, m' 
tle;::;ai'.C7 of flvlc, ai-d ciacefulr.tf^ of i.tteraiice 
y;.u can i:cvcr iu.'.ved a:, a couriicr at vcur ov.n > 
or as a miiiiilv-r at :.:\y oilior, w::licut thcfc iin 
raole /J///; 77V/;J a'r.-s Ics mmiu.ss ct dr.Ki Us utter, 
Mr. Yorkc is by t Ids tii.;j at I^-'rii". ; mi'ke your 
tojuni, but n;)t ib as to dlf-rd', in ll.e leiifi:. Lord 
maUe^whomwy poilibly t''.i-ib: yur cord'dcrini 
Tvrke as the rv.m oi builr.Lfs, and him as onj 
onier la/<.£Ne.\ \Vhatever yv.:' cji^ir'on n-.ay be 

^ Laic noili'nj,- '.i t'hC mjLU.i\c;x. "o^wi j^'Lv;\.'C\v;v.'i,. 
f 'i o fiii u^ liit; icttiic* 
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9f p-^hiti take c:irc n:)t to ht it appear, but b: well 
til them both;, by ibowiiig no puoiic prcrcrencc to 
nlicr. 

"Thougli I mil fl n ■:«:•" TLivDy fill into rrpetitione, by 
;rt'.n;.T; ilu fa.iic fubj .cl (o oUcn, I cannot help recom- 
eiKJiiig to you a;^;v;i:i the utnyofl: lUtciilicii to your 
? and adclrefs. Lciirr. to lit g^iueuly in cHlr'jront com- 
idi'iis 5 to ijll gcncxly, :iU'a with good ma:inerS3 in 
bfe corr-pa.iies v;hcic you nvc authorised to be free, 
ifl lo lit u') rcfpe!;!: fully whjre the f.'.me freedom is 
R.aliO'v;:-;! '. i.c-irn cvc^ii to compofe your couu- 

nc ojciilonally to the refpe-flful, the cheerful, and 

iriiiriu itiii^^. Tij'ce p?.Tticu!:\r c\rc that the mctio:i^ 
^•yoiir h-ri'i:', a:ul urms be e.ify and graceful ; fur the 
hteelnefs cF a man confiiis more in tliem than in any 

g eke. Drfir:^ fjnic woi:ien to tell you of any lit- 
rawlcwardnefs thai t.hcy obr:;rve in your carriage : 
y are the 0:^(1 jud.^^s of ta;>ie things *, and if they 

fatisfied, the meii will b*. fo too. Are you ac- 
!:nted with Madame G-oftriin, who has a great 
jl of witj and who I am informed rccei'ves only the 
ybcfl comp:iny 'in her houf.\ Do you kno;v Ma- 
fxe du Pin, who, I remember, had beiiuty, and 1 hear 

'xvit and rcadinT^? I -LDi'Jd wilh yoi^ to con vrrfe 
with thof:', w-".); r!:her from th'.ir ri'.nl: or their 
Sit, require conil-.-nt iiitention ; for a you^ig man 
I never i-n-or^^..-: in ':eiM':».'iv, vh-^re hetl;i.i!:she 
lyneeflecl: hn'ifelf. A nevvr v.v n]''(lb: con^taiitly 
^t. bent ; wh'-.n it grov. s o!c'-r, ar.l ha.; ta! en the 
tilt turn J it may 3iov/ an.! t'ijn be red -^ed. 
I haviTth'-'^ mom tnt o:.i 1 /oar d'.\:i'. r* ".B"*. r 'a it 
4s iigned i!i a very g- ^'."d h.w.d ; wh.i''.: v;io\ js thjt a 
Od hand may be writv/n wi::- .:v.^ l-.i :, aiT:! rice of ma- 
}- ■ Not!:in_i; prv>v;^'i<; me n^Vi.h. -civ-'r, -'-an to hear 
bplc indoh-niiy fiy, ihar ^^: v' c..\v:)v^ ''o -vhit 1^ in 
5ry body's newer to :!;\ if i'c ho i.wi in lli.lr wilL — 
9ku! ' * 
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LETTER CXX. 

Adtdjivi mnd fertmptory Manner cenfur€d..*Addrifs 

during an Argumtat. 

MY DZAt FKiZNO^ London^ May 

^ HE bed authors are always tlie fevereft cr 
their own works *, they revife, correG, file, and 
themi till they think they have brought them to 
tton. C€nriaering you ^s my work, I do not loo 
myfelf as a bad author, and am therefore a feverc 
I examine narrowly into the lead inaccuracy oi 
gancy, in order to correft, not to cxpofe them, a 
tne work may be perfeft at laft. x ou are, I 
exceedingly improved in your air, addrefs, and m; 
(ince you have oeen at Paris ; but ftill there is, 
lieve, room for farther improvement, before yoi 
to that perfe£lion which I have fet my heart up 
ing you arrive at ; and till that moment I mu 
tinue filing and polifhxng. In a letter that I T< 
by laft poft, from a friend of yours at Paris^ the 
this paragraph :— -" I have the honour to affui 
without flattery, that Mr. Stanhope fucceeds i 
what might be expe£l:ed from a perfon of his ag 
goes into very good company ; and that kind o 
ner, which was at firft thought to be too decifi 
peremptory, is now judged otherwife ; becaufe i 
knowledged to be the effed of an ingenuous firai 
accompanied by politenefs, and by a proper deft 
He ftudies to pleafe, and fucceeds. Madame d 
fieux was the other day fpeaking of him witl 
placency and friendfliin. You will be fatisfie< 
nim in all refpefts.'* This is extremely well, am 
ioice at it : one little circumftance only may, 
liope will, be altered for the better* Take pains 
deceive thofe who thought that your manner ws 
tie too decifive and peremptory : as it is not ma 
Jet it not appear fo. Compofe your CQiintenancc 
zir of gentlenefs and iouccicr \ viCe ibme exprefii 
diffidence of yout own o^vmotv^'aLtA. ^^^txnax^^ \a 
people's \ fuch as, \iim\^ \*^ ^gcaBa»R.\\ 
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} It not rather fo ? At leaft, I have the greatefl: rea- 
to be diffident of myfelf. — ^Such mitigating, enga- 
5 words do by no means weaken your argument ; 
, on the contrary, make it more powerful, by ma- 
J it more pleafing. Ifitisaquick and hafty man- 
of fpeaking that people miftake for tiecided and pe- 
ptory, prevent their miftakes for the future by 
king more deliberately, and taking a fofter tone of 
c : as in this cafe you are free from the guilt, be 
from the fufpicion too. Mankind, as I have often 
you, are more governed by appearances than by re- 
es : and, with regard to opmion, one had better 
eally rough and hard, with the appearance of gpn- 
^fs and foftnefs, than juft the reverfe. Few peo- 
havc penetration enough to difcover, attention 
igh to obferve, or even concern enough to examine, 
)nd the exterior ; they take their notions from tlie 
ace and go no deeper ; they commend, as the gen- 

and beft natured man in the world, that man who 
the moft engaging exterior manner, though poffibly 

have been but once in his company. An air, a 
J of voice, a compofure of countenance to mildnefs 
if tnefs, which are all eafily acquired, do the bufinefs; 
without further examination, and poffibly with the 
nrary quaHties, that man is reckoned the gentlcft, 
moft modeft, and the beft natured man alive. Rap- 
he man who, with a certain fund of parts & knowl- 
5, g^6 acquainted with the world early enough to 
c It his bubble, at an age when moft people are 
bytpbles of the world I for that is the common cafe 
oWth* They grow wifer when it is too late ; and, 
Aied and vexed at having been bubbles fo long, 
often turn knaves at laft. Do not therefore truft 
[).pearances and outfide, as nine in ten of mankind 
and ever will. Your fenfe, I know, is found, and 
r knowledge extenfive. What then remains for 
to do, but to adorn thofe fundamental qualifica- 
8 with fuch engaging manners, foftnefs, and gcn^ 
rfs, as will endear you to thofe wko ^x^ -akS^ \a 
e of your real merit, and wVucVv ^W vjs ^-axv^ vcl 
lead of merit with thofe wVio ^% vl^A. \ ^ ^^ 
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mean \^ this to recommend to you the infipid foftncfs 
of a gentle fool : no, afi'ert your own opinion, oppofc 
other people's when wrong •, but let your manner, 
your air, your terms, and your lone of voice be loft 
fmd gentle, and that eafily and naturally, not aflPeded- 
ly. ufe palliatives when you contradifk ; fuch as, I 
may be miftaken, I am not fure, but I believe, • fliouU 
Tather tliink, &c. Finifh any argument or difpntc 
with fome little good-humored pleafiintry, to fliow tbat 1^ 
you are neither hurt yourfelf, nor meant to hurt your F 
«intagonifl: ; for an argument, kept up a good whiles "^ 
often occafions a temporary alienation on each fide. 
Tray obferve particularly, in thofe French people wlo 
«re diftinguiflied by that charafter, ceUi douceur de mam 
€i de manieres f , which thf y talk of fo much, and vainc 
fo juftly ; fee in what it confifts ; in mere trifles, ani 
moll eafy to be acquired, where the heart is reab' 
good. Imitate, copy it, till it becomes habitual aM. 
cafy to you. 

Adieu ! — I have not heard from you thefe direcJ 
weeks, which I think a great while. 
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LETTER CXXI. I; 

Pi£lures.,„.Rembrant,.,. Acquaintances and Friends,*, Moil^^^ 

maticsy ISc. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, LondoH, May the TOib 



X RECEIVED yefterday, at the fame time, yourW- 
ters of the 4th and the i ith ; and being much nurt 
careful of my commiflions than you are of yours,!* 
not delay one moment fending you my final inftniC' 
lions concerning the piftures. The man you allow tt 
l>e a Titian, and in good prefervation 5 the woman* 
an indifferent and a damaged pidlure ; but, as I vaa^ 
them for furniture in a particular room, companioi*, 
arc neceflary ; and therefore I am willing to take 4|j 
woman, for better for worfe, upon account of 4j 
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tnn ; and if {he is not too much damaged, I can have 
cr tolerably repaired, as many a fine woman is, by a 
cilful hand here •, but then I expeft the lady fhoulA 
e, in a manner, thrown into the bargain with the 
nan : and, in this ftate of affairs, the woman being 
vorth little or nothing, I will not go above fourfcorc 
ouis for the two together. As for the Rembrant you 
nention, though it is very cheap if good, I do not care 
or it. I love la hclle nature ; Rembrant paints carica- 
uras. 

I would, by all means, have you go now and then-, 
or two or three days, to marcchal Coigny's, at Orli ; 
: is but a proper civility to that family, which has been 
articularly civil to you ; and moreover, I woulJ have 
ou familiarifc yourfelf with, and learn the interior and 
omeftic manners of people of that rank and fafhion. 
•irilfo defire that you will frequent Verfailles and St. 
^loud^ at both which courts you have been received 
rxUti dillin£tion. Profit by that diftinftion, and fa- 
:^iliarife yourfclf at both. Great courts are the featf 
»f good-breeding -, you arc to live at courts, lofc no 
ime in learning them. Go and (lay fometimes at Ver- 
siillcs for three or four days, where you will bedomcf- 
ic in the belt families, by means of your friend mad- 
•me de Puifuux, and mine, Tabbc dc la Villc. Go to 
he king's and the dauphin's levees, and diftinguifh 
'"ourfclt from the reft ot your countrvmen, who, 1 dare 
siy, never go there when they can help it. Thougii 
lie young Frcnciimen of faihion may not be worth 
orming intimate conne<^}ions with, they arc well worth 
J^aking acquaintance with •, and I do not fee how you 
-«Ui avoid it, frequenting fo many good French houfcs 
IS you do, where, to be furc, many of them ccme. B':: 
•autious how you contracl: fFiendfliij^i, but be defirous, 
'Hd even indullrious, to obtain an univerfal acquaint 
'ince. Be eafy, and even forward, in making new ac- 
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iflcrs' liouics ; but I wifli you had a footing, at leair, 
in thirteen ; and that, I fliould tliink, you might eafilr 
bring about, by that common chain, which, to a cer- 
tain degrv.*e, connefts thofe you do not with thofeyoii 
do know. For inftance, I fuppofe that neither lord 
Albemarle, nor marcjuis de St. Germain, would make 
the leaft difEculty to prefent you to Comte Caunit;^ 
:lie Nuncio, &c. 

When you have got your emaciated Philomath, I 
defire that his triangles, rhomboids, &c. may not kfcp 
you one moment out of the good company you would 
otlierwife be in. Swallow all your learning in tk I 
morning, but digcft it in company in the cvcnirp.L 
'('he reading often new o^i^adlers is mere your but* |i 
wefs now than the reading of twenty old bcoKS : fhow-ji/ 
I 111 and {liining people always get the better of aD 
others, though ever fo folid. If you would be a gral 
man in the world when you are old, (liine andk 
Ciowifli in it while you are young. ; know every bodji 
and endeavour ^as far as you can with a ^ood co** 
fcience) to pleaie every body, I mean exteriorly ; fa 
fundamentally it is impofiible. Modes and manofii 
vary in different places, and at different times; JM 
mud know them, and accommodate yourfelf to then. 
The great ufageof the world, the knowledge of duf" 
afters, is what you now want. Study the i^eau mfk 
^vith great application ; but read Homer and Horace 
o:ily when you have nothing elfe to do. Adieu ! Sorf 
me vour patterns by the next pofl, ancj alfo your ifl- 
llruaions to Grevenkop about the feal, which youfcc* 
to have forgotten. 



LETTER CXXII. ' 

Graces of Mmnner and Behanjiour eafih acquired. .JnfioMUi^^ 
young Recruit,,, Elegance cf Language. 

UY DEAR FRIENI), Londcil, Msj thC "* 
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MSLti Sots upon her bridal niglic ; I expe£t ftic greatcfi^ 
j^leafurci and yet cannot help fearing fome little mix- 
ture of pain. My reafon bids me doubt a little, of 
what my imagination makes me expeft. In fome ar- 
ticles, I am very fure that my nioft fanguine wiflies 
wfll not be difappointed ; and thofe are the moft ma- 
terial onesr In others, I fear (bmething cr other, 
which I can better fcel than defcribe. However, I will 
attempt it. I fear the want of that amiable and enga- 
gingyV w^tf/V fuoif which, as fome phiiofophers have, 
• unintelligibly enough, faid of the foul, is all in all, and 
all in every pait ; it ffiould ihed its influence over every 
word and adion. I fear the want of that air, and fidt 
m^rdif which fuddenly lays hold of the heart, one does 
not know diftrinftly how nor why. I fear an inaccu- 
racy, or, at lead, inelegancy at diftion, which will 
wrong, and lower, the bell and jufteft matter. And, 
. Itiftly, I fear an ungraceful, if not an unplerifant utte- 
rance, which would difgrace and vilify the whole. 
Should tliefe fears be at prefent foundedj yet the objefts^ 
of them are of fuch a nature, that you may, if you 
pltafe, between tliis affd our meeting, remove every 
one of them. All thefe engaging and endearing ac- 
complillimcnts are mechanical, and to be acquired by- 
care and obfervation, as eafily as turning or any me- 
chanical trade. A common country fellow, taken 
from the plough, and enlifted in an old corps, fooa 
lays afide his fliambling gait, his flouching air, his clum-- 
fy and awkward motions, and acquires tne martial air, 
the regular motions, and the whole cxercife of the 
corps, and particularly of his right and left hand man.. 
How fo ?. Not from his parts, which were juft the 
fame before as after lie was enlifted ; but cither from a 
commendable ambition of bciiijg like, and equal ta 
thofe he is to live with 5 or elfe from the fear 01 being* 
punifhed for not being fo. If then both or cither of 
thefe motives change luch a fellow, in about fix months* 
time, to fuch a degree as that Ke is not to be known* 
again, how much ftronger fliould both thefe motives 
be with you to acquire, in the utruoft. ^^\fe(X\c^^^ ^.V^R. 
whole exercifc of the people ol i^^YQ^^ ^X'^^^l 
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you arc to live all your life ? Ambition fliould makr 
you refolve to be at leaft their equal in that exercife, 
as well as the fear of puHifhment, which moft inevi- 
tably will attend the want of it. Bj? that exercife, I 
mean the air, the manners, the graces, and the ftyle of 
people of faflbion. A friend of yours, in a letter I re- 
ceived from him by the laft poft, after fome other com* 
mcndations of you, fays, " It is furprifine, that, think- 
ing witli fo much fclidity as he does, and navin^ fo true 
and refined a tafte, he fhould exprefs himfelt with fo 
little elegancy and delicacy. He even totally neglcft* 
the choice of words and turn of phrafes. ' This I 
ihould not be fo much furprifed or concerned at, if it 
related only to the Englifh language ; v/hich, hitherto^ 
you have had no opportunity of ftudying, and but few. 
of fpeaking, at leaft to thole who could correft your 
inaccuracies. But if you do not exprefs yourfelf ele- 
gantly and delicately in French and German (both 
v.'hich languages I know you poffefs perfeftly) it caa 
be only from an unpardonable inattention to what 
you moft erroneoufly think a little objeft, though in 
truth it is one of the moft important of your life' 
Solidity and delicacy of thought muft be given us, ; 
it cannot be acquired, though it may be improved;., 
but elegancy and delicacy of expreflion may be acquir- . 
ed by whoever will take the neceflary care and pains. ^ 
I am fure you love me fo well, that you would be 
very forry when we meet, that I fhould fee either diC . 
appointed or mortif.ed ; and I love yon fo well, that 
1 afTure you I ihould be both, if 1 fliould find yott. . 
want any of tliofe exterior accomplifhments which are i 
the indilpenfably necefFary fteps to that figure and for*- , 
tunc, which I fo carneftly wifti you may one day makl-^ 
in the world. 
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LETTER CXXIL 

{/ that teach tc know Mnnkinil,„La Rechefoucaulf .iXa Bru^^^ 
ere..,Marchiofje/} of Lambtrt's AdfVM to her Sen,,. Courts 
nd Cottages compared, 

MY DEAR FRiENDi Grecnwlch^ Junc 6th; 

« 

OLICITOUS and anxious aa I have ever been ta 
m your heart, your mind, and your manner-s, and- 
bring you as near perfe£l:ion as the imperfeftion of 
: natures will aJlow, I have exhaufled, in the courfe 
our correfpondence, all that my own mind could 
;geft, and have borrowed from others whatever I 
mght could be ufeful to you ; but this has neceflarily^ 
in interruptedly,and by matches* It now is time, and 
a are n9w of an age to weigh in your own mind, all 
it you have heard, and all that you have read on* 
;fe fubjefts, and to form your own character, your 
idu£t, and your manners, for the reft of your life ; 
owing for fuch improvements as a farther know- 
Ige of the world will naturally give you. In this 
iw I would recommend to you to read, with the 
sateft attention, fuch books as treat particularly of 
3fe fubjefls \ refle£ling ferioufly upon them, and 
;n comparing the {peculation with the practice. 
It example, if you read in the morning fome of la 
w:hefoucauk*3 maxims, confider them, examine 
em well, and compare them with the real characters 
u meet with in the evening. Read la Bruyere in the 
orning, and fee in the eveningjwhether his piftures 
e like. Study the heart and the mind of man, and 
;gin with your •wn. Meditation and refleftion mufij 
f the foundation of that knowledge ; but experi- 
ice and praCtice muft, ai^ alone can, complete it. 
x>ks, it fs true, point out the operations of the mind, 
€ fentiments of the heart, the influence of the paf- 
)ns ; and fo far they arc of jjrevious ufe : but with- 
it fubfequent praftice, experience, and obfervation^^ 
cy are as ineffe£tual, and would evttv \^^^ ^o>j. vcnX.^ 
many errors in faft, as a isjap 'woxAA. ^o^ ^^ ^^ 

T€ to take your notions of Wte xsyutv^ ^^^ 'S' 
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viiices from their delineations in it. A man would 
reap very little benefix: by his travels, if hr roacfe 
them only in his clo&t upon a map of the wbofe 
woiIK Next to the two books that I have already 
mentiooed, I do not know a better for you to read 
ami I'eribufly refleft upon than a^it d* une niert a wtfh 
p€tr latiiarquifs de Lamoert. She was a- woman of a fuj»- 
rior underltandingand knowledge of the world, hadaP 
ways kept the bell company, wa« folicitous that kr 
fon Ihould make a figure and a fortune in the world^ 
and knew better than any body how to point out ife 
means. It i» very fliort, and will take you mndj 
leCs time to read than you ought to employ in refle6l>''h 
ing upon it after you have read it. Her fon was WW 
the army ; flie wiflied he might rife there ; butfcjy 
well kncw^that, in order to rile, he muft firftpleafc 
ftie fays to him, therefore, ** With' regard to thofe 
on whom you depend, the chief merit i& to pica 
And, in another place, "In fubaltern employment!, tlfci 
art of pleafing muft be your fupport* Maftcrs arc w 
miftrefles ; whatever fer vices they may be indebted •! 
you for, they ceafe to love when you ceafe to be agt*^l' 
able." This, 1 can aflure you, is at leaft.as true incouilir 
as in camps, and poflibly more fo. If to your merit ant' 
knowledge you add the art of pleafing, you may 
probably come in time to be iecretary of ftate \ 
take my word for it,.twice your merit and knowlcd 
without the art. of pleafing, would at moftjraifeywi 
the important poft of cefident at Hamburg or Ra " 
I need not tell you now, for. \ often have, and yo^ 
difcernment muft have told you, of what num 
little ingredients that art of pleafing is compou 
and how the want of the leaft of them lowers 
whole. Madame Lambert tells her fon, *'vLrt 
connedtions be with people above you \ by that 
you will acquire a habit of refpcft aiwi poli 
viith one's equals one is apt to become negligeot 
tfie mind grows torpid." SVv^ ^^-srvfe^ \\vea^too, ,to 
^nenx. thofe people, atv A to fet\5cv€«\v&k^t* ^^\s!k' 
to judge of men,ot\?.. rcvuft.\A m^CvTs^xtiy^BaR^ 
thus you f^e them mtiiout^x^^%^'^^ ^\«SkVa»'W 
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rery-day merit." A happy expreffion ! It was for this 
safon that I have fo often advifed you to eftablifh and 
omefticate yourfelf, wherever you can, in good houfes 
f people above you, that you niay fe« their tvei-y-daj 
:harafter, manners, habits, &c. One mull fee people 
mdrefled, to judge truly of their fliape \ when they 
ire drefled to go abroad, their cloaths are contrived ta 
:onceal, or atlcaft prdliate the defedls of it: as full- 
)ottomed wigs were contrived for the Dyke of Bur- 
{undy, to conceal his hump back. Happy thofe who 
lave no faults to difguife, nor weaknefes to conceal ! 
Kere are few, if any fuch : but unhappy thofe, who 
►now fo little of tne world as to judge by outward 
ppearances. Courts are the beft keys to cnarafters v 
lere every pafiion is bufy, every art exerted, every 
barafter analyfed : jealoufy, ever watchful, not only 
ifcovers, but'expofca. the myfteries of the trade, fo 
tat even by-ftanders learn there to divine. There tea 
le great art of pkafingis praftifed, taught, andlearn- 
i> .with all its graces and delicacies. It is the firfll 
ling needful there : it is the abfolute neceffary har- 
i.nger of merit and talents, let them be ever fo great* 
*hcre is no advancing a ftep without it. Let inifanr^ 
iropes and would-be philofophers declaim aa much 
3 they pleafe againft the vices, the fimulation and diiP* 
vnulation of courts \ thofe invedtives are always the 
sfult of ignorance, ill-humour, or envy. Let them 
low me a cottage where there are not tne fame vices 
f which they accufe courts ; with this difference 
ply, that in a cottage they appear in their native de- 
Mrmity, and that in courts, manners and good-bi eed-. 
ig make them lefs fhocking, and blunt their edge.— 
\0y be convinced tliat the good-breeding, the tournure^ 
r douceur dans Us ntanieres^ which alone are to be acquired 
t courts, are not the fliowifli trifles only which fomc 
eople call or think them : they are a folid good 5 they 
revent a great deal of real mifchief ; they create, 
iorn, and Itrengthen friendfliips ; they keep hatred 
ithin bounds 5 they promote good-humovvc -^lX^.^^^^- 
iU in fumilic6ji where the want of ^oo^-\ix^'^^ve^'^'^^^ 
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gentfencfs of manners is commonly the original canfe 
of difcoril. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

Dire^ions for Conduct and Reha-viour tm ihi Comfttn^ ^ 
Great terfons^.dn mixt Compahies, .Refpccl to tf/^ff«rf|(Di 
Chara^ers, 

MY OEAK FRI£ND» GrCCnwIch, JuOC tfac Ijlt {If 

/ 

^^ES hienjeances \ are a moft neceiliiry part of 
knowledge of the world. Ihry confift in the relation! 
of per Ions, things, time and place •, good Jfenfc pointt 
them out, good company perfefts them ((uppofiiig 
ways an attention and a defire to pleaie) and g( 
policy recommends them. 

Were you to converfe with a king, you ought to 
as eiify and unembarrafTed as with your own valet 
chambre : but yet every look, word>and adion, fin 
imply the ujtmort refpedl. What would be pr 
and well-bred with others, much your fuperiorj, wo' 
be abfurd and ill-bred with one fo very much fo. Yi 
muil wait till you are Ipoken to •, you muft rccci 
Dot give, the fubjetk of converfation \ and you m 
even take care that the given fubjecl of fuch con 
fation donot lead you into any impropriety. Altrn 
the fame precautions arc ncceflary to be ufed with*' 
iflers, Generals, &c» who expetl to be treated 
very near the fame rcfpedl as their mailers, and 
m )nly dcferve it better. There is, however this di 
ference, that one may begin the converfation \ 
them, if on their fide it fhould happen to drop, pr 
ded one does not carry it to any fubjedb upon wl 
it is i Improper either for them to fpeak or be fpoken 
In thele two cafes certain attidudcs and a£iions'wo 
be extremel)r abfurd, becaufe too eafy, and corn 
qucntly difrefpeclful. As for inftance, if you were 
put your arms actotsm '^omx Na^fevvx^ twirl your fn 

X This (ia&le woid im^Vvw^tcoiumv V»^•^«'^'s^i^^»^^i?^'*'^^ 
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:, trample with your fcbt, fcratch your head, &c. it 
uld be (bockingly iil-bred in that company, and, in- 
1 not extremely well-bred in any other. 'Fhe great 
icuity in thofe cafes, though a very furmountable 
: by attention and cuitoni, is to join perfe£l inward 
i with perieft outward refpeS. 
Ln mixed companies with your equals (for in mixed 
npanies all people are to a certain degree equal) 
ater eafe and liberty are allowed j but they too have 
ir bounds within bitnjeana. There is a focial ref- 
i neccffary : you may ftart your own fubjedl of 
iverfation with mode fty, taking great care, however, 
^e jamais parler de cordes dans la mat/on d^un fendu.f 
ur words, ge (lures, and attitudes, have a greater 
;ree of latitude, though by no means an unbounded 
5. You may have your hands in your pockets, take 
ifF, fit, ftand, or occafionally walk, as you like : but 
slieve you would not think it very bienfiant to whittle, 
t on your hat, loofen your garters or your buckles, 
down upon a coucli, or go to bed and welter in an 
■y chair. Thefe are negligences and freedoms which 
B can only take when quite alone : they are injuri- 
» to fuperiors, fliocking and ofFenfive{to equals, bru- 
and infulting to inferiors. That eafinefs of carriage 
i behaviour, which is exceedingly engaging, widely 
Fers from negligence and inattention, aftd by no 
ans implies that one may do whatever one pleafes : 
jnly means that one is not to be ftiff, formal, embar- 
fed, difconcerted, and afliamed, like country bump- 
is, and people who have never been in good com- 
py ', but it requires great attention to, and a fcrupu- 
|s obfcrvation of Us bienjeances : whatever one ought 
do is to be done with eafe and unconcern ; whatever 
impropei muft MOt be done at all. — In mixed com- 
nies aifo, diflFercnt ages and fexes are to be different- 
addr^jiTed. Men ot a certain age, gravity, and dig* 
:;y* juftly expe£k from young people a degree of uct 
rcnce and regard. You fhould be full as eafy with 

f- Never to mentloja a rope ia the family of 4 m^ik h(\a Y^*^ ^oit^:^ 
9ged9 
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them as with people of your own years : but yem 
manner muft be ditrerent ; more refpc6l: muft be im 
plied ; and it is not amifs to infmiiate, that from them 
you expe£l to learn. It flatters and comforts age, fei 
iiot being able to take a part in the joy and titter of 
youth. To women you fhould always addrefs your- 
ilelf with great riflpcci and attention ; their fex is en- 
titled to it, and it is among the duties of bienfeanu\ at 
the fame time, that rcfpecc is very properly and v^ 
agreeably mixed with a degree of enjouement^ if you 
have it. 

Another im.portant point of ies hknfanasy feldoffli 
enough attended to, is, not to run your own prcfenf J 
humor and difpofition ihdifcriminately againftevajl 
body : but to obfervc and conform to theirs. For»l 
ample : if you happened to be in high good humoril 
and a flow of fpirits, would you go ana fing a/«r/ i«™| 
or cut a caper, to a la marcchale de Coigny, the Poprtlj 
Nuncio, or Abbe Sallier, or to any pcrfon of natuntl 
gravity and melancholy, or who at that time {houldkl 
in grief } I believe not : as on the other hand, Ififl,; 
po^, that if you were in low fpirits, or teal grief, j*| 
would not chufe to bewail your fituation witli madi* 
Blot. If you cannot command your prefent hunrf i 
ana difpofition, fingle out thofe to converfe with wb . 
happen to be in a humor the neareft to your own. Jj 

Loud laughter is extremely inconuftent ^ith fc; i. 
hUnfiancesy as it is only the illiberal and noify tcftia^ j. 
ny of the joy of the mob at fome very filly thing. A . 
gentleman is often feen, but very feldom heard ^ 
laugh. Nothing is more contrary to Us bienfeances tW J 
horfe play, or jeu de main of any kind whatever, iW 
has often very ferious, fometimes very fatal caifc^ i 
quences. Romping, ftruggling, throwing tfiings 
one another's head, are the becoming pleafantries 
the mob, but degrade a gentleman ; GiMC9 di m^ 
giucco di millano f , is a very true faying, among the fcf ] 
true fayings of the Italians. ] 

Peremptormefe a.tiA ditd?iOTv m -^oyvxv^ people is/i*] 
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^rairf omx hienfiances : they llioiJd fcltiom feem to a5ert, 
and always ufe fome mitigating expredion, wliich fcft- 
ens the manner without giving; up or even weakening 
the thing. People ot mere age and experience txpeci> 
and arc entitled to, thatdc:gr;;e cf deference. 

There is a bienfianu alio with regard to people of 
the loweft degree j a gentleman obierves it with his 
footman, even with a beggar in the ftreet. lie coi;Gd- 
ers them as objecls of compafilon, not of irfuit ; be 
fpeaks to neither d*unt§n brujque^ but corr::ct^ the one 
cooly. And refufes the other wirh ' jiijn.r'itv. There 
is no one occafion in the world in \: ;»!(.n U t-.n brufquc 
is becoming a gentleman. In (hort, Ui li'tfi/Cdr.cei ai i- 
another word for manners^ and extei.:! to e-vc-ry j-i-rt o: 
life. — They are propriety ; the Gr^-ccs fiou; 1 :/•.':. r.d :•> 
Complete them ; the Graces enabl-r vs i.-; 'io p{.?;-.v'j.-y 
and pleafingly whzt Us hienjeances xavx: z to b: i.lo-:V, -r, 
all. The latter are an obligation upon evny rr..ji j tli^ 
Former are an infinite advantage vivA ocazrc/cni ta^ny 
tnan. 

No^, that all tumultuous pafTions and quick fenfa- 
dons have fubfided with me, p.n.l ciat I huvc no tor- 



menting cares nor boifterous pleasures to a^rlrate me* 
my greateft joy is to confidcr the fair proi'^^ccl you 




ry thing relative to your dcfllrjati'^n. "With fuch ma- 
terials to begin, what then is wai.tino; ? Not fortune, 
as you have found by exiK^ricnce. You have had, ami 
fhall have, fortune fufhcicnt lo afhft youi merit and 
vour induftry 5 and, if lean help it, you ne^•er Ihall 
nave enough to ma!:e you negligent of either. Toa 

have, too, mensfana ir ccrfore j'ana^^ the grcateft blcffing 

of all. AH there fore that you want, (to complete your 
exterior accompliilimeiits) is as m^ith in your power to 






+ A 4'cun«.i n: nd in a fousd boiy* 

Y i ■ ^ 
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r.jquirc, n'> to eat ycur break fa fb when fet before yon r 
11 1. cnly tlia: knowledge of the world, that clegV.cy 
(•I'lii.iirijfo, that univerlal poiit.'uefs, and thofo graces, 
whicli kvvping j;ocd company, and feeing variety of 
pi.ic.js and characLors, mu(t inevitably, with the leaft 
itt-.ntion on ycuir paU, give you. \oiir foreign deil- 
in.'.tion Ic-uls you to the gvcp.tcll things, and j our prjlij- 
jncntary {ituation will fav^ilitate your progrefs. Con- 
Julor ihe;i thispleafmg proipcct as attentively for your- , 
fj.'ai 1 coniuk^r it for you. habcur on your part to f. 
',>_\!ii.: it, ns I V. ill on mine to aflift and enable you li 
to lIo it. Nullufn v.u7?icn ahtfi^fi Jit prudent i a, y 

Aviiju ! in y dear cijild. I count the days till Ibrtlt. 
the plijafure of feting you : I Ihall foon count the f: 
hours, and at hift u:e minutes, with increaHng imj* ;::: 



tiOiicc. 
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Ziiing and rot fe€ir.g,.,Ccni;crfationm^re ittiprtrvin^ en Politlii 
Suiyeas than BoQks.^Miiiiarj JlJain^^^Ccmnicrce ef FrM 

wv DiiAii FRiiM>, Greenwich, Juoe the sM^ 
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OSO very few people, efpecially young travellers, fee 
wnnt th:. ■;■' iVc, or lu-ar what thty hear, that thought 
really b';-:".c:ve it may be unnecedary with you, yet. 
tlierj c:.:- he no liarm in remirdiniT vou, from tiitJCtl 
limr, tt; A.v; what you ice, and tu hear what you h(aij. 
th.tt is, 10 fee and hear as you fhould do, Friraloiil.; (- 
A itlic Vv^ov.le, ^\\o m;-.ke -at leaft three parts in fourcfi' 
nK.'i''."/pd,V-;d.yvielire to fe.* and hear what their frirA, 
oloi'..; rnd futile prx- cur for s have feen and heard: ai| 
St. rer.r's, the Pope, and bi.ijh mafs, 'at RonKjlt;; 
t^^■;ve i>a?ne, Vcrf^fdles, the French, king, and tMp.. 
French cor.cdy, in France. A man of parts fc£san||K, 
hear; v.ry di:".lri*nily from thcfe gentlemen, andw];,.; 
grc:\i i\-::X :'vre.-~vCt exoLivdnes and informs himftfflt; 
t \ < n- : i; r ■ '. V ' * ^"•' '^ n **^- ^—'^ ^^ ^'^^^^ viixVvraxs \ -awd^ inortl|>-^ 
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:ftination. Your dcflination is political -, the cbjeft 
erefore of your inquiries and obfcrvations fhould be 
c political interior of things •, the forms of govern - 
ent, laws, regulations, cufloms, trade, manufactures, 
c. of the fev.eral nations of Europe. This kno\r- 
dge is much better acquired by convcrfntion with' 
nlible and well-informed people, than by books ; the 
:{l of which^ upon tliefe fubjccts, are always iirrper- 
ft. For example, there are prefent dates of Frraice 
there are of Englan.l, but they are alvv^ays defective, 
;ing publiflied by people uninformed, who only copy 
le another : they are, however, worth looking into, 
Jcaufe, they point out objtcls for inquiry, which 
lierwife might potTibly never have occurred to cue** 
ind 5 but an hour's converfation with a fenfiblc Fte- 
Unt^QX Confeillcr,\\\\\ Itt you more into the true (late of 
le Parliament of Paris than all the books in France. 
1 the fame manricx, the Almanack Miluaire is worth 
)ur having ; but two or three converfations with 
Ecers will inform you mucli better of their military 
'gulations. People have, commonly, a partiality for 
icir own profcPi'ions, love to talk cf" them, and arc 
'en fliittered Jby being confultcd upon the fubje6l ; 
hen, therefore, you are with any of thofe military 
nulcmen (and you can hardly be in any coni- 
my without fomc) cfk them military qucftions. 
iqulre into their methods of difcipline, quartering,- 
3d clothng their men •, inform yourfelf of their pay, 
.cir perquifites, cvc. Do the Hime as to the msvine, 
^d make yourlelf particularly mailer of that de'.aily 
Inch lias, and ahvay# w ill Lave, a great reliUion to 
ic affairs of Engljind ; and^ in proportion as you get 
K)d information, make minutjs of it in v/ritjn<:. 
Th-e rcfTulatioris cf trade and commerce inl'ranre, 
c cjxcellent, as appears but too plainly for us, by the 
Cat increafi; of both within the le thirty yeais •, for, 
>t to mcTition their cxtenfive ccmmerce in bcth the 
I ft and Weft Indies, they have got the whole trade of 
5 Levant from us, and now fupplv all tUe W^x^^ 
arkcts with their fugars, to t\\e \u\\\ «\\vv\e^ ^^ ^•'<»^ 
:i.'r colonics^ as Jamaica, litviWAocs^ ?a\^ >Xve.Vx. 
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ward inanc^s. Get, therefore, what information you cai! 
of thcf': nipttcrs alfvi. 

Inquiro too into ti.eir church matters ; for which the 

Tjicfcpt difputes between the court and the clergy,glve 

-)C'U fair aiul frequent opportunities. Know the partiC" 

\i\.ir r"g]]ts of th: GrJiican church, in oppofition to 

llv: pvctwr.fions of tlic Sec of Rome. 

You c.^.nnot iniiginc how much this folid and ufc-l 
J -.'A k-:ov.leilge of other countries will diftinguifli yoaj 
:n yoi:r own (where, to fay the truth, it is very link J 
known or ciiltivjted; bcfules the great ufe it isof ini 
nii foreign negotiations ; not to mention that it enabifll 
u m.\n to fi:ine in all companies. When kings sri 
princes have n'ly knov/lecige, it is of this fort, and 
more pnrticuhiriy : tljcrefore it is the ufual topic d 
tiicir lovee convjrhuions, in which it will quality jtJl 
to bear a coriiiclev.ibij pr»rt : it brings you moreic* 
quaiiUC'J with them, and they arc pleafcd to havcwD*, 
pie to talk to them on a iab]e£l in which they think* 
fnine. 

Th:re is a fort of chit-chat, or fmali-talk^ whxchil 
the general run of converfation at courts, and inmol 
mixed companies. It is a fort of middling coDvci&> 
tion, neither filly, nor edifyinrr ; but, however, fflf 
neceflary for you to be mailer of. It turns upon m 
public events of Europe, and then is at its bcre \, ta| 
often upon the number, the goodnefs or badnfifs,tk 
difcipline, or the clothing of the troops of diff^ 
princes ; fometimcs upon the families, the marriage^ 
the relations of princes and confiderablc people, asi 
fometimesyi/r la lonne ckere, the magnificence of pubR 
cntertaitmients, balls, mafquerades, &c. I wouM 
you to be able to talk upon all thcfe things better, t 
with more knowledge than othe* people \ infomn 
that, upon thofe occafions, you fhould be applied 
and that people iliould fay, / dare/ay Mr* Stanhtfi 
iell us. 

Second-rate knowledge and middling talents carrj 
man farther at couns, ^itv^ m >&va WC^ part of 
^vmld, ti\an fiipenot Vxvo^iX^^jf. -asA. ^\\^^&!^ 
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Tacitus very juflly accounts for a man'o havbji: always 
Ic-ept in favour, and enjoyed the belt (.-mploynicnts, un- 
der the tyrannical relets of three or four of the verv 
vorft emperors, by faying that it was not propter aliquam 
iximiam artem^ fid quia par uegGtiis y.e^ue fupra eral.* l)if- 
crction is, the great article ; all ilioic thing*^^ arc to be 
learned, and only learned by keeping a great deal of 
the beft company- 
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Detail of the Author^ s Introduciion into the World, 
MT DEAR FRixNDy Loodon, junc the l^tht 
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IR, addrefs, and manners, arc of fuch advantage 

to whoever has them, and fo peculiarly and elTentially 

; ncccfiary for you, that now, as the time of our mcet- 

■ing draws near, 1 tremble for fear I fhould not find yoa 

''poflefled of them. 

As I open myfelf without the Icafl rcfcrve whenever 
I think that my doing fo can be of any ufe to you, I 

;^ill give you a fliort account of myfelf when 1 firft 
came into the world, which was at the age you are of 

^ow ; fo that (by the wav) you have got the ftart of mc 
in that important article by two or three years at Icaft. 
At nineteen I left the univerfity of Cambridge, where 
1 was an abfolute pedant : when I talked my bed, I 
uquoted Horace ; when I aimed at being facetious, I 

"<juoted Martial ; and when I had a mind to be a fine 
centleman, I talked Ovid* • I was convinced that none 

, but the ancients had common fenfe ; that tlie clafFiCS 
contained every thing that was either nccelTary, uleful, 
or ornamental to men ; and I was not without thoughts 
of wearing the toga ifirilis of the Romans, infteacT of 
the vulgar and ilhberal drefs of the mo.lcrns. "With 
thefc excellent not'ons I went firft- to the Hague^ 
where, by the help of fevcral letters of recommenda* 

^ Noi bcctufs ot' excel nil J 'in any pairlculir, but becauk he wa:^a 
jU^a 0: Lulir.tiSt i.\\t Lid nvt (i'>i'i;u:l by I'u^iiovitv. 

F f 2 
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tion, I was foon introduced into all the beft companfi 
and where I very foon difcovered that I was totally mif- 
takcn in almoll every one notion I had entertained. For- , 
tunately, 1 had a ftrong defire to pleafe (the mixed rc- 
fult of good-nature, and a vanity by no means b!a- 
jn^able) and was fenfible that I nad nothing but the 
defire. I therefote refolved, if poffible, to acquire the 
means too. I ftudied attentively and minutely the 
drcfs, the air, the manner, the addrefs, and the turn of 
convcrfation of all thofe whom I found to be the peo- 
ple in faihion, and mod generally allowed to pleafe. ^ 
imitated them as well as I could : if I heard that one I 
man was reckoned remarkably genteel, I carefullT I 
vatched his drefs, motions, and attitudes^ and formea I 
my own upon them. When I heard of another, whole I 
convcrfation was agreeable and engaging, I liftened f 
and attended to the turn of it. I addreffed mvfclf> thougb I s 
de trh mauvai/e grace, * to all the moft fafliionable m i 
ladies ^ confelfed, and laughed with them at my on i 
awkwardnefs and rawnefs, recommending mylelfil 
an object for them to try their (kill in forming, if 
thcfe meaf*3, and with a defire of pleafing every ho^i 
I came by degrees to pleafe fome ; and, I can affuic 

Iou, that what little fig uie I have made in the woiU 
as been much more owing to that deiire I had of plea- 
fing univcrfally, than to any intrliilic merit or fotfJ 
knowledge I might ever have been niafter of. 



LETTER CXXVII. 

IIunihg^»^iMdi:5 to be adapted to ot:*- deftinathn^^^Di/fnttU* 
tvJiCH the CffiP'i ar.dths Cltrgy. 

MY DZAK rRixND, Grecnwich, Juiie tls 



VJ'UR Abb' wTites me word that you were genets 

Compiegne ; I am very glad of it ; other courts mnftl 

form vou for your own. He tells me too that youhaiel 

kft o^ riding at t\ve manege*, VVsan^ no objediion t0| 



<► VJiOi a^ Ncr^ V>3A v^m« 
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that, it takes op a great deal of the morning ; and if 
■you have got a genteel and firm feat on horfeoack, it is 
enough for you, now that tilts and tournaments are 
laid afide. Ifuppofcyou have hunted at Compeigne^ 
The king's huntmg mere, I am told, is a fine fijjjht. 
The French manner of hunting is gentleman-Hiie ; 
ours is only for bumpkins and l>oobies. The poor 
beafts here are purfucd and run dovvn by niucli greater 
bcafts than thcmielves ; and the true BrJiidi tox-huut- 
er is moit undoubtedly a fpecies appropriated and pe- 
culiar to this country, which na other part of the globe 
pi^oduces. 

I hojpe you apply the time you have faved from, the 
Viding-houfe to ufeful,,more than to learned purpofes ; 
for I can affure you they are very difltrent things. I 
would have you allow but one hour a day for Greek ; 
and that more to keep what you have than to incrcafe 
it r By Greek, I mean ufeful Greek books, fuch as De- 
mofthenes, Thucydides, &c.. and not the poets, with 
whom you are already enough acquainted, Youi Lat- 
in- will take care of itfelf. Whatever more time you 
liave for reading, pvay beftow it upon thoft books which 
are' immediately relative to your deftmation j fuch as 
modern hiftory, in the modern languages ; memoirs, 
anecdotes, letters, negociattons, Szc. Colk-6t alfo,. if 
you can, authentically, the prcfcnt ftate of all the 
courts and countries in Europe, the diaraflers of the 
kings and princess their wives, their minifters, &c. 
their feveral views, connexions, and interefts 9 the 
ftate of their finances, their military force, their trade, 
manufactures, and commerce. That is the ufeful^ 
'the neceflary knowledge for you, and indeed for every . 

fentleman. But with all this, remember that living 
ooks are much better than dead ones ; and throw 
away no time (for it is thrown away) with the latter, 
which you can employ well with the former ; for 
books muil now be only your amufement, but by no 
means your bufniefs. 

I hear the difpute between the court 2luA \i«. ^'w.sg\ 
is made up an^icably ; both patues\v«v^'Y^€^^<fc^Vs««> 
tbipg ,- the king being afraid oi\o5iivig, xwyt«» Q^\jix^ ^^"^ 



.U..I ir. : c!TL'y more or" their revenue. The RcmV 
*., ■'.".: V ,\r: v^ry ilciinil in m.i!;i.ig the niofl oT th.c vicsi 
ii'..i »!ic \v;!.r:.:uLl:; i)!' the l.iity. I lunc you h:\ve rciii 
.»:». I ill?" )i!n:.d yjuil'^lf fully oV every tning relative U 
i'....t .-.rrslr ; ii i-> ;; very ir.iportiiiit qucfiivKi, in which' 
t"...' yi'vlV.^ojd of every ccu;iLry in Europe io highly 
Ci-.".^. r:: ' 1. 

'i'ii p;.vrnnent of Paris, an I the flntes of Ijanguc- 
Ct • ' i.., 1 !»: I^;ve, !iari-!y it.ranhk off; havhig onlr; 
rv" ■ .■» 1 '.iiIIIl J, iHit r.o ierrora on thilr fule. Fhofc' 
ai ■ v. ../'t.A .ui.i (wutlnuion..! qr.clliDr.s, that well dcr-' 
i\i\ ] '. r .!r;rui:'ri ai.il your inciuiries — I hope ^(> 
uxr li. -.M.. My r/..:(L'r oi tJ!.•:^^ Ir i> ;iho worth your 
vli'i-. u • ■ '.A't ur.il keep all the pieces written upoif 
tlioie fa^j^t^.:. 
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ConJuSi eft /it: Tcn/ir. .X'o.v/ie^rJons r.eccj^ary t9 AdvmiUi 

in mixed Gavsnwienis. 
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Greenwich, Ju}y the 8tkl 

JL IUl Inll n\vA brought me your letter of the jd 
I'll/. I :\.n j:l,i I th-it you a--i. v) veil with Co lonai! 
Yeii.:, i; ; to !:■: i 't into f^crot correi^^ondcnces. Lord H 
Alh.'.ii.M-Je's r :'"v..- t") v.-m rs, I beli'ive, rnoTeowinptO j 
Ills fjcret.iiy t'liia to iilnu'eif \ for you frem to be nuck'p 
in favDV wilh :.n?i ; M.t! p'-ivlSlvtcr., be has no very ftcrfU 
///.v?'j to CvTii/^iii'):' -. ie. i ^.ov.'tver, tr.!:c care not todut 
fov.T t.he l«;a;w :lii'';'-v frie,; ion upon this fcore : make the 
Tt^l^T aciviyr.vl.;'icr. -.nts to Colonel Torke for what, 
le (i... .s fliow yon ■, \tK\\ ijt neiri-er Lord Albeinnrle noc 
hio p.-'^rl'/ jiCTcciv." I'.vc Jcr^lt ccjhfn'.-.fs en your part, up* 
on acC'junr of wh<.l iht.'. .-.o not fliow you. It is vety 
often nccciUiy net X.i nianiftTc all one feels. Make 
y* ur court tc, aiiil coi'.iicc^ vt»urfeif as much as pofli- 
:.'Ie with Colonel Yorko : he nii. y be of great ufe to 
you herer.flvr ; ar-l when von tnke leave, not only offer 
tvj bring c«\er any Jv-t'.crs or packets, byway of feeurity, 
but even aik, as a favor, to b« the carrier of a letter 
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from him to his father the chancellor* A-propos of your 
xominghere, I confefsthat I am weakly i^.lpatien^fo^ 
it, and think a few days worth getting ; I vi-ould there- 
fore, inilead of the 25th of next month, which was the 
day that fomc time ago I appointexi. for your leaving 
Paris, have you fet out on Friday the 20th of Auguft ;. 
in confequence of which you will be at Calais fome. 
time on the iSund.iy following, and probably at Dover 
within four -and- twenty hours afterwards. If you land 
ill the morning, you may, in a poil-chaife, get to Sit- 
tingbourne that day ; if you come on fliore in the eve- 
ninf, you can only get to Canterbury, where you will 
be better lodged than at Dover. I will not have you 
travel in the night, nor fatigue and overheat yourfelfi 
by running on fourfcore miles the moment you land^ 
Y ou will come ftraight to Blackheath, where 1 fhall be 
ready to meet you, and which is direftly upon the Do* 
yer road to London ; and we will go to town together, 
^fter vou have refted yourfelf a day or two here. All 
the other direfitions, which I giv« you in my former 
letter, hold dill the fame. 

I had a letter the other day from Lord Huntingdon, 
of which one half at leaft was your panegyric : it was 
extremely welcome to me from fo good a nand. Cul- 
tivate that friendfhip ; it will do you honour, and give 
you ftrength. Connexions, in our mixed parliamen- 
tary government, are of ereat ufe. 

l believe Mr. Hayes thinks you have flighted him a 
little of late, fince you have got into fo much other 
company. He was extremely civil to you, take care to 
be fo to him. See him, dine with him ocfore you come 
away, and alk his commands for England* 

lour triangular feal is done, and I have given it to 
an Englifh gentleman, who fets out in a week for Paris, 
and wno will deliver it to Sir Jolui Lambert for j©u. 
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LLTJ'LR CXXIX. 

^Le jropjr Vfe ef Fr/c.?/Js,..Af!eca\:es. JlKjlijli Lafi^uagt and 

Co'tf.i:utioii.,,^'lrt of tleajing, 
MY i»£As ru r. ^:^, C-cLiiv'-ch, J.iiy the i:th« 

l\j^ tills i.? tl^c Lift, or the i.ifi: letter Lut one, tlint I 
I - . : i V I fa ■.! ! w r i ce he \c re I b av c xSw: pi c a fare o f l: z\ 115 
y.::'. I'.jTc, ;t ir.'.iy not cc ariifs toprcp.irc vo^; n littl^'fri 
tuir i urrurw.siui i'.>: tlic rlr.-ic ve ihall p:ifs tO'TJthif. 




i'-'i 1*. i.j ri-:lit tliuy ii.oul.' ; fov tr.jy coinrnonly er.vy rr 
Iv.i-.*, l:.iit nu.ll cert-.Miily liillrull ..Mcli otlicr. 'Wl I'l;.;:! 
ii«<t i:p.)!i \-jry iViil'-rjiit tcnv.? ; we wript no iVch 
}".r lif-ii.-.riljs : '-oq \w^\: iry tt".:.Urnt:l>., I !v )g\v yr.ur 
rtiTjc'li.Ki. My\ iilyolv:.ct/tIiv:rjft.rvf, is to make your 
fii-.if itiy wiiii Pile HJi iilw'al :-;S 1 c:i:i to you ; ^vA yciii5j 
T li -j'tt^ i:. to co-openUc wiih Jiiv*. V/h.-tlur, by i"^' 
i.i^j' it \v})r;hf.-:v.c-, 1 ihiill mak'i: it pic.if: :iit to you, I 
?:.' iu?t ''live. I'l.v.-.iic.s ;>iid CiU!i.irtij;> I fr.iiU not ad- 
r.i.iillLcTj iM.'cr.i'llr I ani fure you ..lo not mmiU thcniibift" 
f-T rilici.irivc.'. voii ivjiitl cxpccl a grei>t m.iny ; amll 
iMJi r::!! y!;u t':;t I iv.iv* a ni-i! Iv.-r of ncjlr^ms, wliich I 
iiia;! *(.'.j:>i!.u#';-j...e C'? rio!-):")ciy l-ut \ouvrv:!f. To I'pc:* 
V, i:!iv.iut \\ ni^tii n'^r.v, I ill;;!! (. n':-'. .ivoV to alGIt youry.:i:lH 
Miih rJl ti'c iNpjvi-.'iMji.' tl.rt I li:>ve p'Trv-li-il-.-d, at the 
prljo r.r iVv.:N:\in!-f..'.y yr^irs. In ov'jcr to t!i:5, fre- 
<rijr't Kpn>';iV, (''»n\«iiuns, ar-.l iulr.iv.nitior.j;, wi;l be 
1. 'j.iVirv ; I'uc l'": .1 I pvorirff* vou, tliat t!u-'v i^i'^.H be 
in a '/cntie, lVi.i;dIy, ai:il kcr^t manner ; they ih^ilinut 
I'U'- you out of countcnaiTCC in company, nor cut of 
I'limour when we arj aion:. 1 do nute^pecl: that, at 
riiii-iecn, yua fhrMiKl Irive that k.io\idedge of the world, 
th ;ie mannt rs, tli.it d'.*\tcvity, v/hlch Kw people have 
ai ii"..'ie-and-twcnty. But I wlil endeavor to givclhvm 
yon ; and 1 ara f-irc vou vlli endeavour to learn dww, 
;iAf/l'ri!S your vouOA,u^v e^\>^x:\v;\\^t> '^x\.\\k\<'. tliv.e we j; 
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racies, (and to be fure you have, for who has not 
I' age) which few people will tell you of, and 
nobody can tell you of but myfelf. You may 
y have others loo, which eyes lefs intereftcd, and 
i.llant than mine, do not difcover : ai! thole you 
car of, from one whofe tendemefs for you will 
his curiofity, and (harpen hispeneiration. The 
[I inattention, or error in manners, the minuteft 
uicy of diction, the lead awkwardnefs in your 
md carriage, will i^t efcape mv obfcrvation, nor 
ithout anrdcable corrcQion. 'Iwo of tlie moiiin- 

friencls in the world can freely tell eadi other 
aults, and even their crimes ; but cannot pofiibly 
ch other of certain little wcaknelTcs, av^ward- 
, and blindneifcs of felf-love : to authorilc that 
Tved freedom, the relation between us is abfo- 
neccfTary. For example, I had a very worthy 
, with wliom I was intimate enough to tell him 
alts ; he had but few •, l^old him of them, he 
: kindly of me, and coirrecled. them. But then, 
.1 fome weaknefies that I could never tell him of 
ly, and which he was fo little fenfible of himfelf, 
iius of them were loft upon him. He had a fcrag 
of about a yard long; notwithftanding which, 
)^ing in faihion, truly he would wear one to his 
iiui did fo ; but never behind him, foj, upon ev- 
otion of his head, his bag came forwards over one 
Aer or the other, lie took it into his head, too, 
e mull, occafionally, dance minuets, becaufe oth- 
)ple did ; and he did fo, not only extremely ill, 
I awkward, fo disjointed, fo ilim, fo meagre was 
;urc, that, had he danced as well as ever Marcel 
t would have be^n ridiculous in him to have 
d at all. 1 hin*-cd thcfe ihin;^s to him as plahily 
irncifliip wouU allow^ and to no purpofe ; but to 
:oh[ Ilim the whole, io as to cure him, 1 muft have 

lii> fiThv.»r.^ Vou will, I both hope and be- 

\y: net cnlv tlie coinfort, but th*j pride of iny age 5 
I a m 1 u r c J w i 1 1 b ii the f » : pn< ^x ; , v\\c \\\v:x^\ > ^nr. 

of yrir yruvi. TvuU rv\c \v\\\\o\\t. wilctN^ S 
dvlfcyou uitiiOUt private lUUlcVX ^x ^cc-tcX ^vc^ 
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Mr. ILirtc will do fo too ; but ftill tliere may be t 
little thr.ijTS proper for you to know, and necefiarj 
you to correct, which even his friendfliip would no 
liim tell you of fo freely as 1 IhouKi j and fom 
which he may poflloly liOt be fo good a judge of 
am, not having lived lb much in the great world. 

()nc principal topic of our coTiverfation will be, 
only ihe purity, biit the ele«^ancy of the Englifli-. 
j:u.i^r ; in both which ycu are very deficient. Am 
cr will be tlie conilitution of this country, of whi 
I bclicvcj you know Icfa th:m of mod cthc;r countrie. 
luvcMX'. IM. :i!\' rs, alttr.«ions, ?nd addrefs, will alfc 
the fiwCjU-jiit l"ub;.^.l:s ol cur l-^clurcs ; and whatcve 
know of tl:a*- in-ipurtan:: nnd noc^flliry art, the an 

vou. 




cure 
and J 

f():nc ivfp.xla n ' It uftful: !'j«ii pvorcfibr Llafcof|| 
and, tl ti( for- L cm tell you, iliat I c:.pe£t tobepai 
for ll^ern : but* .\: prffjbh yv.u would not care to pA 
with yi)ur ri:u;y .kui'-v, and as I do not think that" 
wc;uM be cjiiitL I)?.nu!omc in me to accept it, I*" 
coiiipo: ml for the payment, and take it in attentionaw 

Pray r.^mcm'^'er to part wifh all your friends andafr 
qu 'i'U.iUCcs at i\>rJs In fuci^ ammner as may nw* 
ih.em not ciilv wiilimr but inipr^tient to fee you thtf 
agam. All pecjile lay pretty nearly the fame tninp 
upon thcfe occkfuais ; it i} :he m-.tnueronly thatmafa 
the JiiTjicnte j t< rhdt dilferciice is great. y\void,ho» 
fvi:r, as much is ycu ci-.n, char;TiMg yonrfelf with COB* 
in'.ii:,)'is, en your return to i-'aris ; I know, by Wp* 
ric'ic J, that t'lcv arc cxccedin^-lv troublefomc, con 
nu^iily ixrd-.rivc, and vtry feidoin f::iiisfa£tory at Iv 
to ti:e p-':'f<:!^ v :io j :v« them : fonie you cannot tf 
fuT , to ptt pie tt. wliom you are obliged, and wool 
ol^iji.c in v».yr turn ; btit as to common fiddle-faddl 
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nd you fliall do, and flay a week or ten days at 
ruffeis. .Adieu ! A good journey to you, if this is 
y lad ; if not, I fliall repeat again what I fliall wifli 
)nftantly. 



LETl^ER CXXX. 

.etters of BuJinefs„,P erjpicuity.,. General Rules for Compcfr 
tion.. . U/e of the R dative. . .Ornament and Grace, ..Pedantry 
of Bujinefs, 

MY DEA2 FRIEND, LondoDj Dsccmber the igth. 
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OU are now entered upon a fcenc of bu(inefs> 
'here I hope you will one day make a figure, Ufe 
oes a great deal, but care and attention muft be joined 
> it. The firft tiling ncceflary, in writing letters of 
ufinefs, is extreme cJearnefs and perfplcuity •, evcr)- 
aragraph fliould be fo clear, and unambiguous, that 
>e dulleft fellow in* the world may not be able to mil- 
ke it, nor obliged to read it twice in order to under- 
andit. This necdlary clearnefs ^n^pliesacorrcftne^s,. 
ithout excluding an elegancy of ftylc. Tropes, fig- 
f cs, antithefes, epigrams, .&c. would be as mifplaced, 
f^d as impertinent m letters of bufinefs, as they are: 
ixnetimes (if judicioufly ufed) proper and pleafing in 
1 miliar letters, upon common and trite fubjecls. In 
ufinefs, an elegant fimplicity, the refult of care, not of 
ibour, is required. 13ufinels muft be well, not afFeil- 
illy drefled ; but by no means negligently. Let your 
irir attention be to clcarncfs, and roCd every paragraph 
liter you have written it, in the critical view of dii- 
:overing whether it is poflible that any one man can 
niftake tlie true fenfc of it ; and corrcci it accordingly. 
Our pronouns and relatives often create obfcurity or 
imbiguiry ; be therefore exceedingly attfrnive to 
hem, and take care to mark out with precifion their 
)articular relations. For example : l\Ir. Jolmfon ;?c- 
|uaintcd me that he had fcen Mr. Smith, who had 
iromifcd him to freak to Mr. O-^xVe ^ \o T<jx>xrcs. >kssvx 
Mr. Johnfon) tlxoic papers, w\uc\\\ie (5s\i:»'^m^N>>^^ 

tig 
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!eft fome time ago with him (Mr. Clarke) : it is bctt^ 

to repeat a namr, thoujrh iiniicccirarily, ten times, than 

to have the perfon millakeii once. ^y/j>o^ you know, it 

rmjjly relative to perfons, and cannot be applied to 

things ; w/iV/', and t/iaty are chiefly relative to things, 

but not ablolutely exclufive of perfons ; for one 

may lay, the man that robbed or killed fuch-a-one ; but I 

it is much better to fay, the man 'uhc robbed or killed. |. 

One never fays, the man or the woman ivJiic/t. M'bUh 

and that J though chiefly rehtbe to things, cannot be 

always ufed indiiferently as to things j and thesyf«««* 

BuUl fometimes detennine their place. For inftancc: 

the letter ^vhick I received from you, luhich you referrd 

to in your laft, nvhich came by lord Albemarle's melicfl- 

gcr, and tvhirh I fliowed to fuch-a-one \ I would change 

it tluis — The letter that I received from you, wMm 

referred to in your laft, that came by lord Alte 

marle's meilenger, and iv/ticlr I fhowed to fiich-a-oBCi 

Bufinefs does not exclude (as poffibly youwifliit 

did) the ufual terms of politenels and -good-breeding i 

but, on the contrary, ftri&ly retpires them ; fucha 

— I have the ionor to acquaint your lordihip *, Pcrni 

inc to allure you ; If I may be allowed to give myopift' 

ion, A:c. For the m in i Iter abroad, who writes to tte 

iLiiniilcr at home, writes to his fuperior ; pofl:blytt||^, 

Jiis patro!:, or at leait to one whom he defiresfliottlilt.. 

e lo. K, 

Letters of bufinefs will not only admit of, but b€ the r. 

better lor certain graces : but then, they muft be fcattcr- T' 

cd with a fpariiig and a Ikilful hand; they muft fit ll; 

^ their place exactly. They muft decently adorn with- 1 j 

' out Incumbering, and modeftly fliine without glaring. I 

But as this is the utmoft degree of perfedlion in letters' I 

of bufinefs, I would not advife you to attempt thofc I 

cmbellilhmentSj till you have ilrii laid your foundauon I 

weii. i 

Cardinal d'Oflat's letters are the true letters of bull- 1 

ncfs \ thofc of monfieur d'Avaux are excellent j Six | 

WiJl'am Temple's are very pleafing, but, I fear, top | 

mn I t . mmm^ammm i ■ i ■ — ^^^— mWM— ^^i** 
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aflTefled. Carefully avoid all Greek or I>arin quota- 
tions I and bring no prccedcnBS from the 'virtuous Spar^ 
tans, the polite Athtnianiy end the brave Remans. Leave 
all that to futile pedants. No flouiiflies, no declama- 
tion. But (I repeat it again) there is an elegant fim- 
JiHcity and dignity of llyle abfolutely neccilary for good 
fitters of builnefs 5 attend to that carefully. Let your 
periods be harmonious^ without fceming to -^e labour- 
ed ; and let them not be too long, for that always oc* 
ciilions a degree of obfcurity. 1 fliould not mention 
Corredl orthography, but that you very often fail in 
that particular, which will bring ridicule upon you \ 
for no man is allowed to fpell ill. I wifti too that your 
land-writing was much better ; and I cannot conceive 
"why it is not, fince every man certainly may write what- 
• ever hand h€ pleafes. Neatnefs in folding up, fealing> 
and direfting your packets, is by no means to be neg- 
Icdcd 5 though I dare fay, you think it is. l>ut there 
is fomething in the exterior even, of a packet, that 
may pleafe or difpleafe, and ccxifequently worth feme 
attention. 

You fiv that your time is very well employed, and 
fo it is, though as yet only in the outlines, and fiiit 
routine of bufinefs- They are previoufly neceflary to 
be known ; they fmootli the way for parts and dex- 
terity. Ikiiinefs rccjiiircs no conjuration nor ftipcr- 
natural talents, as people, unacquainted with it are 
apt 10 think. M<:thod, diligence, and diferction, will 
cr.rry a man, of good ftrong common fenfc, muck 
higher than the fincll parts, without them, can do, 
J^ar tie^DtitTj ncque fupruy ii the true charafler of a man 
of buiinefs ; bat then it implies ready attention, and 
no nhjences ; and a flexibility and verlatility of atten- 
tion from one object to another, without being cn- 
grofied by any one* 

Be upon your guard againft the pedantry and affec- 
tation of buiinefs, which young people are apt to faJl 
into, from the pride of being ccwicerned in it young. 
They look thoughtful, complain of the vt'cight of bu- 
fincls, throw out mvlterious hints, and feem big witii 
fecicti which they io not know. Do you, ou the coi> 
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trary.iicvcr talk of 'oufinors but to thofe with whom you 
trcinucb it ; iiiid learn to ll^em ^vacuus, and idle, when 
vou have the moil bufinei's. 



LETTER CXXXL 

Ta.Viamtnis cf France,.. Dijputes hetnveen Croivn and Parlk' 
mcnts . . . StatiS' Gi/ieraL . . Pais d^Etats. 

Mv HEAR FRif-Ni>, Loiidoji, Dcecmbcr the jeth* 
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JiE Parliament Sv nrc the courts of juftice in 
Trance, and are what our courts of jullice in Weftmi:> 
ilcr-hall are hore. Tliey ufed anciently to follow tic 
court, and adminiiterjuitice in theprcfence of the king, 
i'hilip le Jicl firlt fixed it at Paris, by an editl of 1302. 
It confilled then of but one chamhre, which was call- 
ed La Chamhre de Frilats, moft of the members being 
cccleiiaftics ; but the multiplicity of bufmefs made it 
by degrees neceflary to create fcveral other chamhrv^ 
it confilts now of feven chambrcs. 

La Giande Chamhn^ which is the hipheft court of juft- 
ice, and to which appeals lie from tne others. 

Les cirq Chambres des Rnquiies, which arc like our Coilli* 
mon Pleas and Courts ot Exchequer, 

La Tcurndlc, whith is the court of criminal juilIcC| 
:^\\\ anfwers to our Old Bailey and King's Bench* 
riicic arc in all twelve parhamcnts in France. 

1. Paris. 

2. Touloufe, 

3. Grenoble. 

4. Bourdeaux. 
5. Dijon. 
-6. Rouen. 

7. Aix en Provence. 

8. Renncs en Bretagne. 
o. Pan en Navarre 
10. Metz. 

1 \ . l\S\c cv\ l^f^viclv^ ComtCt 
12. i)oui\v. 
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Thefe arc; three confeUs fiwverainsy ' which may almoft 
be called parliaments ; they are thofe of 

Perpignan. 

Arras. 

Alface. ^ . 

For further particulars of the French parliamentfiij 
read Bernard de ia Rochefavin des Par If mens de France^ and 
Other authors who have treated that fubject conilitu- 
tionally. But what will be ftill better, converfe upon it . 
with people of fenfe and knowledge, who will inform 
you of the particular objeGs of the feveral chamhresy and 
the buifincfs of the relpeftive membets, as, les prefix 
eiefisi Us prefidens a mortier (thefe latt fo called from their 
black velvet cips laced with gold,) lesmaitres du requites ^ 
tes greffiersj le procureur general ^ lesavocates generaux^, les ccn^^ 
feilers, \3e. The great point in difpute is, concerning 
the powers of the parliament of Paris, in matters of 
ftate, and relatively to the crown. They pretend to 
the powers of the States*General of France, when 
they ufed to be afiembled (which, ■ I think, they have 
not been fince the reign of Lewis the Xlllth. m the 
year 1 615.) The crown denies thofe pretenfions, and 
confiders them only as courts of juftice. Mezeray 
feems to be on the fide of the parliament in this ques- 
tion, which is very well worth your inquiry. But, be 
that as it will, flie parliament of Paris is certainly a 
very refpeftable body, and much regarded by the 
whole knigdom. The edifts of the crown, efpecially 
thofe for levying money on the fubjefts, ought to be 
regiftered in parliament ; I do not fay to have their ef- 
feC-t, for the crown would take good care of that \ 
but to have a decent appearance, and to procure a wil- 
ling acquiefcence in the nation. And tne crown it- 
felf, abfolute as it is, does not love that ftrong oppofi- 
tion, and thofe admirable remonftrances, which it 
ibnictimcs meets with from the parliaments. Many of 
tlxofe detached pieces are well worth your collefting ; 
and I remember, a year or two aeo, a remonltrance of 
the parliament of Douay, upon the fubjefk, as I tKlut^ 
of the vingtiemej wliich was, *\i\ rcv^ tavciftk.^ ^^^ ^^ "^^^ 
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oi-ned tliomfelvcs, indeed, to be flaves, and flioveti. 




wiinovtant afr'airs of Ifcate, like our lords and commons 
••!i parliament, and our clergy in convocation. Our 
piiiliament, is our ftatcs, and the French parliaments 
..re ciily tlicir ccuits of juilice. The nobility confifled| 
i.'i all tliofe of noble extraction, whether belonging to Ji 
/:.:? fv(»rd or the robe, excepting fuch as were chofen J 
h\hich fuinetinies happened) by the tiers etat^ as thcirj 
i.L'puti-.: t© the Sttites-General. The tiers ctat was ex< 
;:•: tly our hcmfe of commons, that is, the people, repre- 
t^iti-l by deputies of their own choofing. Thofe who 
hail the moil confiderable places, dam larohe, affiftedal'^ 
thi><'j aliemblics as commiirioners on the part of thci 
crc'An, Ihe Hates mjt, for the firft time that I can'! 
fiiul ^i mean by the name of ics etats^) in the reign of J 
rhar.unon:!, 4^4, when they confirmed the Salic law. 
From tliat time they have been very frequently affera- 
bkil ; {^)meiimL's upon impcvlant occafions, as makinfi 
v.T.r and peace, rei'oimang abufes, &c. at other timeS|] 
iipon fcem:n;^ly trilling onej, as coronations, nlarria- 
j^es, c-;c. Fr.iucis tlie Fli'll aflembled them, in I $261 
to declare null and void his famous treaty of Madridj' 
fn;!ied and fworn to by him during his captivity thcrCt 
Tliey grew tnjublefonie to the kings and to their min- 
ifters, and were but fuldom called, after the power of 




riveted the f hackles. 

There ftill fubfiit in fome provinces in France, whicli 

are called pah d'etats^ an humble local imitation, or 

'"'>ther mimicry, of the g!*ear etatsy as in l^angucdoCt 

'nc, Sec, They meet, ihcy fpeak, they grumble^ 

'''»bmit to v/hatcver 'he ki'.ig or.:ers. 

'^i Uic intiluiic utility of this kind of-< 
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jwlcdge to every man of bufinefs, it Is a fhame for 
J man to be ignorant of it, efpecially relatively to 
J country lie has been long in. — Adieu ! 
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olence and Inattention,, .Impro*vement to he reaped from gosd 
Ccm)er/ation,*»French Laws and CuJIoms, 

iY DEAA rRisKD> London, January the ad« 

^AZINESS of mind, or inattention, are as great en- 
lies to knowledge as incapacity ; for, in truui, what 
Ference is there between a man who will not and a 
in who cannot be informed ? This difference only, 
It the former is juftly to be blamed, the latter to lie 
led. And yet how many are there, very capable of 
xiving knowledge, who, from laainefs, inattention, 
d incurioufnefs, will not fo much as afK for it, much 
s take the lead pains to acquire it ? 
Our young Englifli travellers generally diftlnguifli 
cmfelves by a voluntary privation of all tliat ufcful 
towledgc for which they are fent abroad j and yet, at 
at age, the moft ufeful knowledge is the moft «afy to 

acquired ; converfation being the book, and the 
•ft book, in which it is contained. The drudgery of 
y grammatical learning is over, and the fruits of it 
e mixed with and adorned by the flowers of convcr- 
tlun. How many of our young men have been a 
:ar at Rome, and as long at Paris, without knowing 
e meaning and inftitution of the conclave in the 
rmcr, and of the parliament in the latter ! and this 
erely for want of aiking the firft people they met 
ith ni tbofc fcvcral places, who could at loaft have 
ven them feme general notions of thofe matters. 

You will, I hopCj be wifer, and omit no opportunity 
Dr oppciriunitlcs prcfcnt thenjfclves every hour in the 
.y) of acquainting yourfclfwith all t ho ft political and 
•nlUtution-al p-irtlcu::;r;i of the kingdom and govern- 
cut of France, r or iniV.uice •, wV:.v:\\^'OMVisr^\\x^Tj^^ 
^MUOii U iianciuyr^ or U garii ii\ /sieatt,N^\'^\V^wi s^'C^ 
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trouV'lc for you to nllc, or for others to tell yc 
i.i tlir nnturc, the powers, the objefts, and the 
ol tholf two employments, ekh-jr wlien joined 
cr, as they often are, or when uparatt:, ;is the 
pKf'jr't ? WJicii you hear of a gcuhtrnouTj a //« 
re: a c:^mmuniiiiKty ^ml a a intemiaut of tlie fame p 
is it not n.itural, is it n«>t becoming, is it not m 
fcr a ftran^er u* inquire i:uo their refpective rij 
privilfjjes r And yet I dare fiiy there arc very ft 
Jillimen wlio know the diiYerence between tl 
<!ejvartmeni of the inttnd;vnt and the military 
v\\\\c others. AVhen you hear (as I am perfuai 
mull every day) of tlie 'uingtiemty which is one c 
tv, and confcijuonily five ptr cent, inquire upC 
tli.U tax is lai. I, whether upon lands, money, mi 
dife, or upon all three ; how levied ; and wl 
lunpofed to produce. When you find in books, 
will fnmetimcs) allufion to particular laws and c 
do not rell till you have traced them up to their 
To give you two examples ; you will meet, in 
French comedies, CVi, or Clameur de Ilaro ; aflc \ 
mciins, and vou will be told that it is a term of 1 
in Normancfy, and means citing, arrelling, or q 
any perfon to appear in the courts of ju{licc,eid 
on a civil or criminal account; and that '\%. is f 
from a Raouly which Raoul was anciently Dfil 
Normandv, and a prince eminent for his ju{lio| 
fomuch that when any injuftice was committll 
cry immediately was t^enez a Raouly a Raoul l^\ 
words are now corrupted and jumbled inl' 
Anotlier, Le njol du chap§ny that is, a certain dij 
ground immediately contiguous to the manlTon 
a family, and anfwers to what we call in Engl 
mefncs. It is in France computed at about \t^ 
round the houfe, that being fuppofed to be the| 
of the capon's flight from la 6aje ccur^ This ]a| 
tridl mud co along with the manfion feat, ■ 
the reit of tJie eftate may be divided. J 

I do not mean that you Ihould be a French a 
but I would not have you be unacquainted ^ 
gejieral prhiciplc9 of th^ir Uw, ii; matters tbai 
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day. Such is the nature of their defcents \ that 
2 iiineritance of ]?nds :Do they al- p:oto the eldeft 
)r are thejr equally divided among Jic children of 
eceafed ? In England, all lands uni'ettled defccnd 
; eldeft fon, as heir at law, unlefs otherwifc difpo- 
' by the father's will ; except in thv: county of 
; where a particular cuftom prevails, called Ga- 
nd 'j by which, if tlie father dies inteftatc, all the 
:en divide his. lands equally among them. In 
lany, as you know, all lands that are not fiefs are 
ly divided among all the children, which ruins 
lamilies ; but all male fiefs of the empire defcend 
snably to the next male heir, which prcferves 
families. In France, I believe, defceats vary in 
ent provinces. 

e nature of marriage contradls deferves inquiry, 
gland, the general pradise is, the^hufband takes 
e wife's fortune, and, in confideration of it, fet- 
pon her a proper pin-money, as it is called ; that 
annuity during nis life, and a jointure after his 
. In France it is not fo, particularly at Paris, 
; communautt dis biens is eftabliihed. Any married 
an at Paris (if you are acquainted with one) can 
m you of all thefc particulars, 
lefe, and other things of the fame nature, are the 
I and rational objefts of the curiofity of a man of 
and bufinefs. Could they only be attained by la- 
us refearches in folio books ancl worm-eaten man- 
Dts, I {hould not wonder at a young fellow's be- 
Tnorant of them ; but as they are the frequent 
i of converfation, and to be known by a very little 
e of curiofity, inquiry, and attention, it is unpar- 
)l€ not to know them. 

us I have given you fome hints only for your in- 
:s ; VEtat dela France^ V Almanack Royals and twcn- 
ler fuch fuperficial books, will furnifli you witli a 
and more. Afprcfomfiffex, 

iw often, and how juftly, have I fince regretted 
rences of this kind in my youth ! and how oftea 
[ fince been at great trouble to XeTvtxvwvai^K^^vcvsL^^ 

I could tienhave karucd wVihouX ^^1 \ '^^^ 
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yoiirfflf row, tlien, I beg of you, that regret an 
1)1%; }uTeiifter. Alk <.|i:'.iH'>ns, and nu'.iy qu 
and leiivir noLhinjr till y >u nrc thorouj^hly infer 
it. Such jHTtincut tjueltions are far from be: 
bred, or troublcfome to thofc of whom you alk 
on the contrary, tlury are a tacit coniplrment 
knowledge ; and peoj^lc have a belter opin 
a youn:;^ man "when they f:e him defirous tc 
furn\c'd. 

1 liave, by lad poft, received ycur two letters 
xft and 5ih J.tnuary. 1 am very j^lad that yc 
been at all the Ihows at Verl allies : freqm 
courts. I CAU conceive the murmurs of the 
at the poorncfs of tlie fire-works, by whic 
thought their kin ▼ or their country clen^raded 
in truth, \»crc things always ar. they flioukl be, 
kings give (hows, tlicy ought to be ningnificent, 

I thank you for the thije de la Sorhartey whi 
intend to fend me, and vhich 1 rm impatient 
ceive. But pray read it carefully yourlelf firli 
inform yourfelf what the Sorbomic is, by whom 
cd, and for what purpofes. 

Since you have tim-;», you have done very % 
take an Italian and a German mailer ; but prn 
rare to Irave yourfeif time enough for company 
It is in company only that you cun learn wliat y 
much more ufetul to you than cither Italian di 
nr.m. — Adieu! 
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y/t' Sorhonn€,..^J.coh,gical Dif^ute$.*,yefu:is -TgnatU 
I a.., Pol icy of the ^uiety^^fajchal's t^rcuincial Li 

.w DEAR rRiEND, LondoiHj Januaiy^ 

1 RECOMMENDED to you, in my laft, 
quirlcs into the conibitutiori of that famous 
the Sorhonnt ; but as I cannot wholly truft to 
genceof thofe intjniries, I will give YOU here 
^ ^iiieg oa lihat elUblidimcnt, wluch may pgi&hljfj 
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to inform youtfelf of particulars that you arc more 
tee to know than I am. - 

was founded by Robert de Sorbon, in the year 
>, for fixteen poor fcholars in divinity ; four of 
. nation, of the univerfity of which it made a 
; fince that it hath been much extended and en • 
id, cfpecially by the liberality and pride of Cardi- 
iichelieu ; who made it a magnificent building, 
IX andTthirty doctors of that fociety to live in \ 
Ics which, there are {\yi profeflbrs and fchools for 
lity. This fociety hath been long famous for the- 
ical knowledge and exercitations. There unintel- 
)le points are debated with paffion, though they 
never be determined by reafon. Logical fubtilties 
:ommon fenfe at defiance, and myftical refinements 
gure and difguife the native beauty and fimplicity 
true religion : wild imaginations form fyftems, 
:h weak minds adopt implicitly, and which fenfe 
reafon oppofe in vain ; their voice is not ftrong 
.igh to be heard in fchools of divinity* Political 
,'s are by no means neglefled in thofe facred 
es *, and queftions are agitated and decided, ac- 
ling to the degree of regard, or rather fubmiiSon, 
cb the fovereign is pleafed to fhow the church. Is 
king a flave to the church, though a tyrant to the 
' ? The leaft rcfiftance to his will fliall be declared 
mable. But if he will not acknowledge the fupe- 
ity of their fpiritual over his temporal, nor even 
lit their imperium in imp^rio, * which is the leaft they 
compound for, it becomes meritorious, not only to 
1, but to depofe him. And I fuppofe that the bold 
pofitions in the thefis you mention, are a return for 
valuation of Us hiens du clerge,\ 
would advife you, by all means, to attend two or 
:c of their public difputations, in order to be in- 
ned both of the manner and the fubftance of thofe 
jlaftic exercifes. Pray remember to go to all fuch 
\ of things* Do not put it off, as one is too apt to 
things which one knows can be done every day, or 

* -An empire in an cmy^ire, 
f The eiiaus of the clergy. 
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any day ; for one afterwards repents extremely, • 
too late, the not having done them. 

But there is another (fo called) religious focte 
which the minuteft circumllance deferves attei 
and furniilies great matter for ufeful refte£lions. 
cafily gefs thjrt I mean the fociety of let R. R. . 
Jefuitesy eftabliflied but in the year 1 540, by ab 
pope Paul III. Its progrefs, ani I may fay its viS- 
•were more rapid thanthofe of the Romans ; for ' 
in the fame century it governed all Europe ; audi 
next it extended its influence over the whole w 
Its founder was an abandoned profligate Spanifli 
cer, Ignatius Loyala, who, in the year 1521,! 
^wounded in the leg at the fiege of Pampelona, 
mad from the fmart of his wound, the reproach 
his confcience, and his confinement, durina^ whi( 
read the Lives of the Saints. Confcioufnefs of g« 
fiery temper, and a wild imagination, the commo; 
gredients of enthufiafm, made this madman d 
liimfclf to the particular fervice of the Virgin M 
whofe knight-errant he declared himfelf, in the 
fame form in which the old knights errant in rom 
ufcd to declare thcmfelves the knights and cham 
of certain beautiful and imcomparable princ 
whom fometimes they had, but ottener had not 
For Dulcinea del Tobofo was by no means tlK 
princcfs whom her faithful and valorous knight 
never fecn in his life. The enthufiailwent to the 
Land, wlience he returned to Spain, when 
began to learn Latin and philofophy at tliree-and 
ty years old, fo that no doubt but he made a greal 
gTcfs in both. The better to carry on his ma( 
wicked defigns, lie chofe four difciples, or 1 
apoftles, all Spaniards, viz. Laynes, Salmeron, \ 
diHa, and Rcdrigue/. He then compofed the rule 
conftltutions of his order ; which, in the year 
was called ihc Ordt-.r of the Jefuits, from the chu: 
Jcfjs in Rom?, which was given them. Ignatiw 
in 1^ f rtjagtd {i".ly-f\\c,\.V{\n^-C\\^^cars after his cc 
fwn, and fixtecu y^txTa -^Htt xltv^ tJ^'a^'^^xoR.'^X^ 
focit'ty. He w^& caivoivvSc'jLSxvx^xft^^^WL v^^- 



EOLITE EDUCATION. 373 

If the religious and moral principles of this fociety 
Sire to be detefted, as they jullly are, the wifdom of 
their political principles is as judly to be admired. 
Sufpectedy colleftivtly as an order, of the createll 
crimes^ and convidled of many, they have eitner ef- 
caped puniihment, or triumphed after it, as in France^ 
in the reign of Henry IV. They have, directly, or in- 
dtre£lly, governed tlie confciences and the councils of 
dli the catholic princes in Europe : they almoft gov- 
erned China, in t\n reign of Cang-gai ; and they are 
DOW afiually in pofTeilion of Paraguay in America* 
OTCtending, out paying no obedience to the crown of 
opain. As a collective body, they are detefted^ 
even by all the catholics, not excepting the clergy, 
both fecular and regular ; and yet, as individualSy 
riiey are loved, refpgSed ; and they govern wherever 
thev are. 

Two things, I believe, chiefly contribute to their 
fuccefs. The firft, that paflive, implicit, unlimited 
obedience to their General (who always rcfides at Rome) 
and to the fuperiors of their feveral houfes, appointed 
by him. This obedience is obferved by them all, to 
a mod aftonifliing degree ; and, I believe, there is no 
one fociety in the world, of which fo many individual* 
facrifice their private intereft to the general one of the 
fociety itfelf. Tlie fccond is, the education of youth, 
vliich they have in a manner enerofled ; there they 
give the firft, and the firft are the lafting imprefiions : 
thofe imprefllons are always calculated to be favourable 
to the fociety. I have known many catholics, educa- 
ted by the Jefuits, who, though they detefted the foci- 
ety, from reafon and knowlecfge, have always remain- 
ed, attached to it, from habit and prejudice. The Jef- 
uits know, better than any fet of people in the world, 
the importance of the art of pleating, and ftudy it 
more : they bec9nie all things to all men, in order to 
gain, not a few,' biit many. In Afia, Africa, and 
America, they become more than half Pa€;ans, in order 
to convert the Pagans to be lefs than half Chriftians.— 
In private families they begin by infinuating themfelves 
asfriendS; they grow to be favouritesjazid the^ eq^^' 
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reSlers, Tlieir manners are not like thofc of any othcf 
regulars in the world, but gentle, polite, and engaging. 
They are all carefully bred up to*that particular dellina- i 
tion to which they fcem to have a natural turn ; for 
which reafon one fees moft Jefuits excel in feme partic- 
ular thing. They even bred up fome for martyrdom, in 
cafe of need ; as the fupcrior of a Jefuit feminary at 
Rome told Lord Bolingbroke. 

Inform yourfelf minutely of every thing concerning 
this extraordinary cftablifliment : go into their houfesi 
get acquainted with individuals, hear fome of them 
preach. The fineft preacher 1 ever heard in my lifeis 
le PereNeufville,who, I believe, preaches ftill at Pari?, 
and is fo much in the bed company, that you may ea- 
Civ get perfonally acquaiated with him. 

\i you would know their morale j read Pafchal's Ut' 
tres FrovinciaUi, m which it is very truly difplayed from 
their own writings. 

Upon the whole, this is certain, that a fociety, of 
v/hicn fo little good is faid, and fo much ill believcdi 
and that ftill not only fubfifls, but flouriflies, muft be a 
very able one. It is always mentioned as a proof of tbc 
fupcrior abilities of the Cardinal Richelieu, that, though 
liatcd by all the nation, and ftill more by his niafter, nc 
kept his power in fpight of both. 

I would earneftly wifti you to do every thing now 

which I wifh that I had done at your age, and did not 

do. Every country has its peculiarities, which one can 

be muchbeuer informed of during one's refidence there i 

than by reading all the books in tne world afterwards. | 

While you are in catholic countries, inform ycurf:lf of 

all the forms and ceremonies of that tawdry church , 

fee their convents both of men and wcnnen, know their 

fevcral rxiles and orders, attend their moft remarkable 

ceremonies ; have their terms of art explained to you, 

their tierce^ feste^ noues, matinesy tjipris^ tubnplUi ; their fcr- 

wiairtsy ro/airesy beuresy chapelets^ agnus, C^f. things tliat 

many people talk of from habit, though few know 

the true meaning oi ^t\^ oivt cA xJaarcv* Convcrfc with, 

.3nd ftudy the char^LOieTcs ot fotRc ^l^^^t.\ss«x«rjflss3l 

.^iithufiaits, Frequent iowve ^Uin^ ^\Aittfc "^-v^ «k 
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manners of thofe reclufes, who are a diftindl nation 
thomfelvesj and like no other. 






LETTER CXXXIV. 

Ne^v Tragedy ,. French and Engli/h Drama*.,Criticl^l Ru 
marks on Tragedy, Comedy, and Opera^ 

f MY DE\R FRiENDy London, J^jiuary thcft^d. 

JiJLAVEyou fcen the new tragedy ^f Fareny "* ^ni 
what do you think of it ? Let me know, for Lam de- 
termined to form my tafte upon yours. I hear that the 
fituations and incidents are well brought on, and the 
cataftrophe unexpefted and furprifmg, but the vcrfes 
bad. I fuppofe it 'is the fubjeck of all the convcrfa- 
tion at Paris, where both women and men are judges 
and critics of alTfuch performances : fuch ..onverfa- 
tion, that both form and improve the tafte and whet 
the judgment, are furely preterable to the converfa- 
tion of our mixed companies here ; which, if they 
^appen to rife above brag and whift, infallibly {top 
(hort of every thing either pleafing or inftruftive. I 
take the reafon of this to be, that (as women generally 
give the tone to the converiation) our Englifh women 
are not near fo well informed and Cultivated as the 
French ; befides that they are naturally 'more ferious 
and filent. 

I could wilh there was a treaty made between the 
French and the Englifli theatres, in which both parties 
fhould make confiderabie conceffions. The Lnglifli 
ou|jht to give up their notorious violations of all the 
unities, and all their mafTacres, racks, dead bodies, and 
mangled cnrcafes, which they fo frequently exhibit 
upon their ftage. The French (hould engage to have 
more nftion, and lefs declamation ; and not to cram 
and crowd things together, to almoft a degree of im- 
poilibility,. from a too fcrupulous adherence to the ■ 
iinities. The Englifh fliould reftrain the licentiouf- . 
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ncfs of their poets, and the French enlarge the lil 
of theirs : their poets are the greateft ifaves in 
couiury, and tliat i> a bold word ^ ours are the 
tunmltuous iubjects in Knghind. and that is fayi 
good deal. Under fuch re^ulations, one might 
(3 fee a play in which one mould not be lulled to 
by the length of a monotonical de61aniation, nor fr 
encd and fliockcd by the barbarity of the adiion, 
unity of time extended occafionally to three or 
diys, and the unity of place broken into, as far ai 
lame (Ireetjof fomeiimes the fame town ; both w! 
I will afRrm, are as probable as four and-twenty h 
»nd the fame room. 

More indulgence too, in my mind, fhould be Oat 
than the French are willing to allow to bright thou 
and to ihining images ; for though I confefs it ii 
very natural for a hero or princefs to fay fine thixuj 
sill the violence of grief, love, rage, &c. yet I cH 
M-ell funpofc that, as 1 can that they fliould t^ 
thcmfclves for half an hour ; which tney muft m 
farily do, or no tragedy could be carried oh, unle(ii| 
had recourfe to a much greater abfurdity, the choral 
of the ancients. Tragedy is of a nvture that one 
fee it with a degree of frlf-deception ; we muft 
ourfcives a little to th? dclufion ; and I am very wil 
to cany that comphiifance a little farther tnan' 
French do. 

Tragedy muft be fomething bicger than life, 
would not affeO us. In nature tlie moft violent "i 
iSons are filent ; in tragedy they muft fpeak, and ft 
with dignity too. Hence the neceflity of their f 
written in verfe, and, unfortunately for the Fn 
from the weakncfs of their language, in rhymes. J 
for the fam-^ reafon, Cato the Stoic, expiring at U< 
rhymes mafculine and feminine at Paris, and .ft 
his laft breath at London in moft harmonious and 
re6l blank verfe. 

It is quite other wife with comedy, which (houh 
mere common life, and not one jot bigger. Ei 
charafter fhould fpeak upon the ftage, not only 
it would utter iu the iiuuUQu xJas-t^ te^gre&ntedj 
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fame manner in which it would exprefs it." For' 
reafon I cannot allow rhymes in comedy, unlefs 
^ere put into the mouth, and came out of the 
[1 of a mad poet. But it is impoffible to deceive- 
'elf enough, (nor is it the leaft neceffary in co«*» 
to fuppofe a. dull rogue of anufurer cneating, 
IS Jean blundering in the fineft rhymes in the 

for operas, they are eflentialiy too abfurd< and ex* 
ant to mention v I look upon them- as a magic 
contrived to pleafe the e)(es and Ihe ears -at the 
ce of the underflanding \ and I conQder finging, 
ng>.and chyming heroes^ and princeiles and phiX- 
;rs, as I do the hills, the trees^ the birds, and the 
, who amicably joined in one common country-- 
to the irrefiftible tune of Orpheus's lyre.- Whcn- 
go to an^ opera, Heave my fenfe and reafon at 
•or with my half guinea> and deliver myfelf up- 
eyes and my ears* 

as 1 have made you my poetical confeflion ; in> 
I have acknowledged as many fins againft the 
(hed taite in both countries, as a^ frank heretic 
have owned again (I the eitablifhed church in tw 
but I am now privileged by my age to tafte and 
for myfelf^ and not to care what other people^ 
of me inthofe refpefts; an advantage which 
> among its many advantages, has not. It muft 
onally and outwardly conform,to a certain-degree,. 
iblijQied taftes, fafhions, and decifions^ A young: 
lay, with a becoming modefty, diflcnt in private 
mies from public opinions and piejudices ; but 
tft not attack them with warmth, nor magiderial- 
up his own fentiments againft them. Endeavour 
r and know all opinions -, receive them with corn- 
ice ; form your own with coolnels^. and give i& 
nodefty. 
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* LETTER CXXXV. 

Critics. „^rfiiM dthaud how far Ridicule is the Tifi ^ 
Truth ...Order of St. Efprit,,. Anecdote of a Datu.^.Dif' 
putes between King and Parliament* 

14Y DEAR PAiZKD^ LondoH, Fcbruaiy the (tl* 



Y 



OUR criticifm of Varon is ftriflly juft, but, ifl 

truth, fcvere. You "French critics feek tor a fault as 
eagerly as I do for a beauty : you confider things ifl 
the vM)rit light to {how your (kill} at the expenie of 
yourpleafure ; I. view them in the bett, that I may 
have more pleafure, though at the expence of my judg- 
ment. 

But let us fee if we cannot bring ofF the author.^ 
Tlie great gueftion upon which all turns, is to difcovcr 
and afcertain who Cleonice really is. There are doubts 
coitcerning her etat \ how fliall they be cleared ? Had 
the truth been extorted from [^aron {\yYio alone kiKv) 
by the rack, it would have been a true tragical dim* 
tnent* liut that would probably not have done wii 
Varon^ who is rcprefented as a bold, determined, vicfc- 
ed, and at that time dtfperate fellow ; for he was ia 
the hands of an enemy who he kuew could not forgive I 
him with common prudence or fafety. The rack would 
tlicrefore have extorted no truth from him ; butkc 
would have died enjoying the doubts of his enemies, 
and thj confufion that mull neceffarily attend thofe 
doubts. A ilratagem is therefore thought of, todif* 
cover what force and terror covld not \ and the ftrit* 
gem fuch as no king or aiiniller would difdain, to get 
at an importrmt dil'covery. If you call that ftratagenii 
a tricky you vilify it, and make it comical ; but call that 
trick a Jlratugem or a meafu^^iy and you dignify it up t» 
tragedy t fo frequently do ridicule or dignity turn upoa 
pnc (ingJe word. It is commonly faid, and more par- 
ticularly by Loid Shnftefbury, that ridicule is theoei 
tell of truth, for that it will' not ftick where it is not 
jfuft. I deny it. A U\it\:i Vi;scttv€,d m a certain light, and 
Attacked in ceilamv^otda,^^^ tcv^x\. ^S. >«\\. •asjwb^c^aa^ 
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that the truth is only remembered and repeated for the ; 
fake of the ridicule. The overturn of Rlary of Me- | 
dicis into a river, where fhe was halt drowned, would j 
never have been remembered, if Madame de Vernueil, ■ 
•who faw it, had not faid, La reine bott Pleafure or ma- 
lignity often gives ridicule a weight, which it does not j 
dcferve. — The verfification, I mull confefs, is too much '. 
neglefted, and too often bad ; but, upon the whole, I 
read the play with pleafure. 

If there is but a great deal of wit and chara^er 
in your new comedy, I will readily compound for 
its having little or no plot. I chieliy mind' dialogue 
and charafter in comedies. Let dull critics ^ed 
upon the carcafes of plays j give me the tafte and the 
dreffing. 

I am very glad you went to Verfailles, to fee the ce- 
remony of creating the prince de Conde Che*ualitr d$ 
VOrdre ; and I do notdoubt but that, upon this occa-i 
fion, you informed yourftlf thoroughly of the inftitu- 
tion and rules of that order. If you did, you were 
certainly told it was inftituted by Henry lit immedi- 
ately after his return, or rather his flight from Poland ; 
he took the hint of it at Venice, where he had feen 
the original manufcript of an order of the 5/. Efprit^ ott 
Jroit defir^ which had been inftituted in 1352 by l^uis 
d'Anjou, king of Jerufalem and Sicily, and hu(band 
to Jane, queen of Naples, countefs of Provence.— 
This order was under the preteftion of St. Nicholas 
de liari, whofe image hung to the collar. Henry III. 
found the order of St. Michael proftitutcd and de- 
graded, during the civil wars ; he therefore joined it-, 
to his new order of the St. Efprit, and gave them botli j 
together 5 for which reafon every knight of the St. \ 
Elprit is now called Che*ualier des Ordres du Roi, The 
number of the knights hath been different, but is now 
fixed to one hundredy exclufive of the fovereign. There- 
are -many officers who wear the ribband of this order,; 
like the other knights 5 and what is very lingular is,? 
that thefe officers frequently fell their em^jlo^wv^^i^^^ 
but obtain ]Qaiyc to wear theUue tWo-mcv^^^-i'^^^'^ 
the purchiifcx9 pf jj^gfg ofi^e^ ^%Vi A "^^r 
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As you will have been a great while in France, f 
pic willexpe£t that you ihould be au, fait of ^11 t| 
fiirt of things relative to tliat counuy. But the kift 
of all the orders of all countries is well worth j 
knowledge \ tiie fubjet^ occurs often, and one (ho 
not be iguorant of it, fur fear of fome fuch accidea 
hippcncd to a folld Dane at Paris, who, upon fee 

t Or art du Si Ejfirit, Ciid, No/re St. Ejpr'it chtx n%ui i 
un Eliphant Alaioil aH the princes of Germany 1^ 
their orders too, not dated,indeed,, from any import 
events, or direfked to anv great obic& y out bcc» 
they will have orders, to mow that tney may ; as fa 
of them, who have xhcjus cudmda mvitt^y * borrow \ 
(hillings worth of gold to coin a ducat. Howei 
wherever you meet with them, inform yourfelfj \ 
minute down a (hort account of them: they take in 
tlie colours, of Sir liaac Newton's prifms. M. ' 
When you inquire about them, do not feem to laij 

I thank you for h mandimtHt de- monjeigneur Pi 
n/eque ; it is very wxll drawn, and becoming an s , 
biihop* But pray do not lofe fight of a much ngtf 
important obje£t i I mean the political difputesj 
twecn the King and the Parliament, and tne K| 
and the Clergy ; they feem both to be patching uj 
however, get tlie whole clue to them,, as far as u 
have gone. ' i 
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llc<iv Hijiory u to bf rtad nxitb Ej'e&...Nect0ty tf 

H/ility, 

MY DEAii miKitDy LoxTdon^ rebruary^tlie 
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THINK you have a turn to hiftory, you lovt 

and have a memory to retain it ; — Some people , 
their memories indiicriminately, with hiftorioal fa 
as others do their ftomachs with food ^ and bring 
the one, and bring up the other, entirely crude aaa^i 
digefted. 



POLITE EDUCATION. j»l 

I remember a gentleman who had read hiftory in 
this thoHghtlefs andundiftinguifhing manner, and who, 
having travelled, had gone through the Valteline. He 
told me that it was a miferable poor country, and 
therefore it was furely a great error in cardinal Riche- 
lieu to make fuch a rout, and put France to fo much 
cxpence about it. Had my friend read hiftory, as he 
ought to have done, he would have known that the 
great objedl of that great minifter was to reduce the 
power of the houfe of Auftria j and, in order to that, 
to cutoiFas much as he could, the communication be- 
tween the feveral parts of their then extenfive domin- 
ions 5 which lefle&ions would have juftified the car- 
dinal to him, in the affair of the Vattelinc. But it 
was eafier to him to remember faQ:s, than to combine 
and reflea. 

Pne obfervation you will make in reading hiftory ; 
for it is an obvious and a true one. It is, that more 
people have made great figures in courts by their exte- 
rior accompliflbments, than by their interior qualifica- 
tions. Their engaging addrefs, the politenefs of their 
manners, their air, their turn, hath almoft always paved 
the way for their fuperior abilities, if they have fuch, 
to exert themfelves. — :They have been favourites be- 
fore they have been minifters. 

I am this moment difagrecably interrupted by a let- 
ter ; not from you, as I expelled, but from a friend of' 
y -.u.'S at Ja'is, who informs me that you have a fever, 
Xv ■.! :h coiifiucs you ?t home. Since you have a fever, 
1 am gidfl ycubave p»-no'ence enough with it to ft.ay at 
lioHie, an«. t-ike care of youifiilf j a iitcle more prudence 
riUEjht probably Lave pr<;veiuec] it. 

Eytheway, Ido dtf.rc aiu- infift, that, whenever, 
from any incifpofition, you are not able ro write to me 
upon the fixed days, Chriltian fluU, pnd j^ivemc a true 
account h.ow you arc, i do not expert from him the . 
Ciceronian epillolary ftyle \ but 1 will coitent myfelf 
with the Swifs fimpilcity and truth. 

I hope you extend your acquaintance at P^.^v3»^ -k^^w 
frequent variety of companies, t\\t otv\>j\n^^: AVcv^^- 
in^ the world : every fet of cottv^?iivj d^v&^x^ '^»' ^^'^ 



IJETTER CXXXVII. 

Kecejfi:^ of aiming at Perftclion...} rands* i Eugi 

r.itif of Paris. ^Sirand CcuJuL 

Mv DEAR T^lZiiJ, Lor.'.'on, ftbr 

JtN :ill fyflcrrs whatfocrcr, whetlier of rcl 
crnrncrit, morals, &c. pL-ilVol^ion i.s the cbj 
propi^^t li, though poffibly un.Ut.iinablo \ hith 
ccrL.iiii!y unr.ttaincd. However, thofc \vh< 
fully at thcniark itfelf, will ui'.qucilioniibly 
cr it th;in thofe who, from dt-fpiur, ncgligt 
dokurc, leave to chiin.cc thi wcvk of {kill, 
im holds tquvilly true in cummon liie ; tho 
at pJifjLcliuii will coir.c nearer it than tho; 
in^, or iri,ijLnt fpirits, \v^.'> fi«olilh\' f.\y to 
** Nooody is perfetl ; pcrfecHon is un.^tt; 
attempt it is ehinicricul \ I lh:ill do as well 
wliy then fliouKi I i;i;-e iry/v If trouble to 
xi.-'v?r cm, and \vh it, acc.:>r.ii-w to the com. 
oftliin^f?, 1 need n-.U bj — r^^f^ • ■^** 

I am very fure tint ; nr'.d r.'.)t p'Mr.t oui 
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:)t!tbly I may arrive at it at laft ; at Icaft (what I am 
tre is in my ovm power) I will not be diftanced.** 

Francis's CiwV* hath been acled twice , with moil 
niverCal applaufe ; to-night is his third night, and I 
m going to it. I did not think it would have fucceed- 
d fo well, considering how long our Britilh audiences 
avc bc^n accuftomed to murder, racks, and poifon,la 
very tragedy ; but it aflPefted the heart fo much|.that 
: triumphed over habit and prejudice. All the.worocn 
ried, and ali the men were moved. The picCcgue, 
^hich is a very good one, was made entirely By Gar- 
ck. The epilogue is oid Gibber's 5 but correSed, 
Lough not enough, by Francis. He will get a great 
?*il of money by it ; and, confequcntly be oettcr^ablc 

lend you fix-pence upon any emergency. . — 

The parliament of Paris, I find by the news;alflpers 
IS Bot carried its point, concerriine-the hofpitRJs'; and 
ough the king has given up th^^irrhbifhop, yet, as 
' has put them under the managemcJfJP'Hcl dtfeftion, 

grande confeily the parliament is equall y out of the 
i^eftion. This will naturally put you upon inquiring 
^o the conftitution of the grand confeiL - Tou Will, 
>ubtlefs, inform yourfelf, who it is cofftpofed of, 
liat things are defin re/ort f , whether of not there lies 
I. appeal thence to any other place, and of all other 
^.rticulars that may give you a clear notion of this 
tembly. There are alfo three or four other confeih in 
ranee, of which you ought to know the conftitution,- 
>d the objefts : I dare fay you do know them already \ 
at if you do not, lofe no time in informing yourftlf. 
hole things, as I have often told you, are beft learned 
k various French companies •, but in no Englifh ones ; 
ir none of our countrymen trouble their heads about 
leni. To ufe a very trite image, <:olleft, lik-e the bee, 
our ilore from everjr quarter. In fome companies you 
lay, by proper inquiries, get a general knowledge, at 
laft of the finances. When you are with des gens de 
}iei fuck them with regard to the conftitution, and 
ivil government, and fie de ceteris \. Tl\\% ^(Siy«% ^^>a^ 






J Wttkm ns authority, -V So o^ ftifcx^* 



hlies-^^Kn alone can inform your mind ai 
your manners. You have not now many 
continue at Paris ; mpke the moll of ther 
every houfe there, jf you can ; extend ac 
knov% -.every tlung ana every body there ; 
ydu leave it for otht'r places, you may be 
even able to explain whatever you may he; 
cd'con c-*rn in i::c.-^ Adieu ! 

LETTER CXXXVIII. 

Criticiff.: ojt' JriGjh.,*French and EngUjh Cla 
Laf I t^ua^a,., Delicacy of Expreffion.^.Fate of 

Mv ui:ak pri£ND^ London^ 

Yy 1 1 iv'< E ABOUTS are you in Ariofto 
yon v/*'^'^' i' 'rough that mod ingenious co 
trutii and ii-.'s, ot ferious and extravagant, 
errant, majiicians, and all that various mat 
he announce o in the beginning of his poem 

Lr donnf, i cavalier, Parme, gli amnri, 
Le cortefic, Taudaci iaiprefe io cuntow 

T im Viir nn mpijnc fiirp tliat T-Tnmpr fiarl 
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'' .and romances ; as Ovid's metamorphons was of the 
- ancient ones ; befides, that when you have read this 
' work« nothing M^ill be difficult to you in the Italian 
language. You will read Taflb's GitrufaUmmiy and the 
Decamercne di B^ccaccio^ with great facility afterwards ; 
-and when you have read tliefe three authors^ you 
-urill, in my opinion, have read all the works of in- 
vention, that are worth reading, in that language ; 
'though die Italians would be very angry at me for fay- 
ing m. 

A gentleman fhould know thofe which I call clafE- 
cal works in every language ; fuch as Boileau^ Cor- 
neille, Racine, Moliere, &c. in French ; Milton, Dry- 
den, Pope, Swift, &€• in Englifh ; and the three au- 
• thors above mentioned in Italian : whether you have 
any fuch in German, I am not quite fure, nor, indeed» 
am I inquifitive. Thefe fort of books adorn the mind> 
.' improve the fancy, are frequently alluded to by, and 
are often the fubjeOis of converfation of the beft com- 
panies. As you have languages to read, and memory 
to retain them, the knowledge of them is very well 
worth the little pains it will coft you^ and will enable 
you to fhine in company. It is not pedantic to quote 
and allude to them, which it would be with regard to 
the ancients. 

Among the many advantages which you have had 
in your education, 1 do not coniider your knowledge 
of feveral languages as the leaft. You need not trult 
to tranflations ; you can go to the fource : you caa 
both converfe anci negotiate with people of all nations, 
\ipon equal terms ; which is by no means the cafe of a 
man who converfes or negotiates in a language which 
thofe with whom he hatn to do know much better 
than himfelf. In bufinefs, a great deal may depend 
upon the force and extent of one word \ and in con- 
verfation, a moderate thought may gain, or a good one 
lofe, by the propriety or impropriety, the elegancy or 
inelegancy, of one (ingle word. As theretore you. 
know four modern languages well^ I woul/l ha.v^ ^ci^&. 
Audjr, (and, by the way/it m\\>^ <i w^ ^^n5^^ ^21^"^ 
to you) to know them coTTe&Vf^^wx'^^^%'^»'^^ 
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catcly. Read fomc little books that treat of them, 
alk qucftiuns concerning their delicacies^ of thofe 
lire able toanfwcr you. As for initance, (hould 
in Frenchf la lettre que J€ *veui ai ecrit, or> la lettn 
*vtuj ai ecritc ; in whieh, I think, the French ( 
uniong themfclves. There is a fliort French f 
mar by the Port Royal, and another by Pere Bu 
both which are worth your reading : as is a1 
little book called Synonimes Francois, There arc 1; 
of that kind upon the Italiiin language, into ] 
of which I would advife you to dip : poflfibly 
German language may have fomething of the 
fort J and fince you already fpeak it, the more pre 
you Ipeak it, the better : one would, I think, as i 
pofiihle, do all one does, correflly and elegantly, 
extremely engaging, to people of every nation, to t 
with u foreigner who hath taken pains enough toi 
tiieir language correflly : it flatters that local am 
ticnal pride and prejudice, of which every body 
ibme fliare. 

Francib's Eugenia, which I will fend you, ph 
inoft people of good taile here : the boxes were crc 
led till the fixth night ; when the pit and gallery ^ 
totally defcrted, and it was dropped. Dillrefs, ^ 
out death, was not fulFicient to affeft a true Britifh 
ilience, fo long accuilomed to daggers, racks, 
bowls of poifon ; contrary to Horac«'s rule, they 
fire to fee Medea murder her children upon' 
llagc. The lentiments were too delicate to fl|j| 
them ; and their hearts are to be taken by {lorni|d 
by parley. ^ 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

Jlitention to Health neceJ/arj»,,Employment ofTime,,.9Uti 

MY DEAR FRIEKO, Londoil^ MsTCh 



A: 



S I have received no letter from you by the 
poft, I am uneafy upon account of your hesUcb ^ 
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bad you been well, I am fure you would have writteif, 
according to your engagement, and my requifition. 
You have not the leafl notion of any care of your 
healtli ; but, though I would not have you be a valetu- 
dinarian, I muft tell you, that the beft and mofl: robuft 
health requires fome degree of attention to preferve^ 
Young fellows, thinking they have fo much health and 
time before them, are very apt to negle£l or lavifli both> 
and beggar themfelves before they are aware : where- 
as a prudent economy in both would make them rich 
indeed ; and fo far from breaking in upon their pleaf- 
ures, would improve, and almoft perpetuate them. Be 
you wifer ; and, before it is too late, manage both with 
care and frugality ; and lay out neither, but upon good 
intcreft and lecurity. 

I will now confine myfelf to the employment of your 
time, which, though I have often touched upon form- 
erly, is a (ubjeft that, from its importance, will bear 
repetition, i ou have, it is true, a great deal of time 
before you ; but, in this period of your life, one hour 
ufefully employed may be worth more than four-and- 
twenty hereafter ; a minute is precious to you now, 
whole' days may pofTibly not be fo forty years hence. 
Wintever timi you allow for ferious readmg, employ 
it in th2 reading of fome one book, and that a good 
one, till you have finiflied it : and do not diftraft your 
fviind with various matters at the fame time. In this 
li^lit, I would recommend to you to read Grotius Dg 
Jure Belle et Pacis^ tranflatedby Barbeyrac, and PuiTen- 
dorPs Jus Gevtium^ tranflated by the fame hand. For 
accidental quarters of hours, read works of invention, 
Vr-it, and humour, of the beft and not of trivial authors, 
cither ancient or modern. 

Whatever bufincfs you have, do it the firft moment 
you can ; never by halves, but finilh it without inter- 
ruption, if polTible. Bufinefs muft not be fauntered 
and trifled with •, and you muft not fay to it, as Felix 
did to Paul, " at a more convenient Icafon I will 
fpeak to thee." The moft convenient feafon for bii^ 
fiuefs is the firft ; but ftudy and b\\C\Yv^^^> *vcv ^t^'twt:. 
picaCaiCf point out their own Um^^ X.o -a^tcv^Xi. ^V ^^-^^^ 
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time is much oftener fquandered away in the w 
choice und improper methods uf amufcment and 
fures. 

Many people think that they are in pleafures, 
vidcd they are neither in ftudy nor in buGnefs. ]S 
inglikcit ; they are doing nothing, and might ji 
well be aileep. They contract habitudes from 
nels, and they only frequent thofe places where 
arc free from all reflraints and attentions. Be 
your guard again ft this idle profufion of time; 
let every place you go to be either the fccne of rat 
*^nd lively plea lures, or the fchool of your impi 
xnents : let every company you go into either gi 
your fenfes, extend your knowledge, or refine 
manners. Have fome rational objc£t of amufc 
in view at fome places ; frequent others, where p 
of wit and tafte aflemble ; get into cihcr^*, where 
pic of lupcrioi rank and dignity command refpcfi 
attention from the reft of the company ; but 
frequent no neutral places, from mereidlenefs afl 
dolence. Nothing forms a young man fo muc 
being ufcd to keep refpeOable and fuperior com] 
wheie conftant regard and attention is neceflarj! 
b true, this is at firft a difagrceable ftate of reftij 
but it foon grows habitual, and confec|[uently eafy i 
you arc amply p.\id for it by the improvement 
make, and the credit it gives you. What you, 
fome time ago was very true ct nc riiing ^e Palais t 
to one of your age the (ituation h dlfagieeable eno^ 
you cannot expect to be much tnkcn notice of ; b^ 
that time you can tuke notice of others, cbferve \ 
manners, decyphcr their charafters, and infenfibh 
will become one of the company. 

All this I went through myfelf when T was of' 
age. I have fate hours i.i company without being 
tiie leaft notice of 5 but then I took notice ot 
and learned in their company how to behave 
better in the next, till by degrees I became part i 
belt companies myfelf. But I took great caro % 
lavifli away my time in thofe companicsj vhen 
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y^etc neither quick fileafures nor ufeful improvements 
to be expc6ied< 

Sloth, indolence, and molUJfe are pernicious, and un^ 
becoming a young man •, let them be your rtjfourci 
forty years hence at fooneft. Determine, at all events, 
and however difagreeable it may be to you in fome re- 
fpefts, and for fome time, to keep the mod diflin- 
guiftied and falhionable company of the place you are 
at, either for their rank or for their learning. This 
gives you credentials to the beft companies, wherever 
you go afterwards. Pray, therefore, no indolence, no 
lazinefs ; but employ every minute of your life in ac- 
tive pleafures or ufeiul employments. 

I am very glad you went to Verfailles, and dined 
with Monfieur de St. Conteft. That is company to 
learn us bonnes mantent in ; and it feems you had Us 
hons morqeaux into the bargain. Though you were 
no part of the king of France's converfation with the 
foreign minifters, and probably not much entertained 
•with it, do you think that it is not very ufeful. to you 
to hear it, and to obferve the turn and manners of peo- 

?le of that fort ? It is extremely ufeful to know it well, 
'he fame in the nest rank of peopk, fuch as minifters 
of ftate, &c. in whofe company, though you cannot 
yet, at your age, be a part, and confequently be divert- 
ed, you M^ll obferve and learn what hereafter it may 
be neceflary for you to a£l. 



LETTER QJL. 

theories of 7'outb.,. Shades of Ckara£ter.„Elt^ion of King of 
the Romans,. Ml Policy in Nations giving a Prettxt to 
neighbouring Pa-wers to interfere in their Concerns.,, Ex^ 
ample s. 
MY DEAR FKiXND, Londofl, March the i6th 

JlIoW do you go on with the moft ufeful and moft 

Titccff^ry of all ftudies, the ftuAv oix\\^^o\\^XXi^^ 

£nd that you gain knowledge t kxA ^o<s.^ ^^"^"^ ^' 

experience at once extend and dcxaot&x-^V^ ^^^^ 



I 
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prcjvemfnt ? You will poflibly afk mc how yon 1 
jud^^-: of that youifclf. 1 will tell you a fure way 
knowing, li^xainiiie yourfelf, and fee whether y« 
notions of the world arc changed, by experience, fr 
what they were two years ago in theory ; for that al 
IS one favourable fymptom of improvement- At t 
age (I remember it in nfiyfelf) every notion that < 
forms is crroiieous ; one hath feen few models, j 
thofc none of the beft, to form one's-felf upon. H 
,oa difcoverccl what variety of little things afie£t 
leart, and liow furely they coUedlively gam it ? If ' 
luvc, you have made fome prOTrefs. I would ti 
mAh'a knowledge of the world as 1 would a fchool-b 
kn 'wledgc of Horace ; not by making him confl 
Macenas ativis ed'ut r9gAm%^ which he could do i» 
iirll form, but by examining him as to the dclicmcy 
curic/a feiicitas \ oi that poet. A man reauirct 1 
little ktiowkdgjc and experience of the woria to nil 
iland glaring, high-coloured, and decided charafti 
they are bat few, and they ftrike at firft : but to ■ 
tinguilh the almoft imperceptible (hades, and the \ 
gradations of virtue and vice, fenfe and folly, ftrei 
and weaknefs, (of which charafters arc comml 
compofed) demands fome experience, great obfisi 
tion, and minute attention. In the fame cafes 1 
people do the fame things, but with this material 
ference, upon wliich the fuccefs commonly turns* 
man who hath iludied the world knows when to ti 
and where to plaoi^hem ; he hath analyfcd the d 
a£ler$ he applies to, and adapted his addrefsand \A 
guments to them : but a man of what is called 
good fenfe, who hath only reafoned by himfclf, ai 
aQed with mankin.l, mil-times, mif-places, runa^ 
cipitately and bluntly at the mark, and falls upc^ 
nofe in the way. In the common manners of 
life, every man of common fenfe hath the rudij 
the ABC of civility ; he means not to offfei 
even wiflies to pleafe ; and if he hath any real/j 
will be received and tolerated in good company;'- 
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far from being enough ; for, though Tic ,may be 
ed, he will never be defircd ^ though he does not 
, he will never be loved ; but like fome little, 
ifieant, neutral power, furrounded by great ones^ 
I neither be feared nor courted by any 5 but, by 
invaded by all, whenever.it is their inter eft. A 
contemptible fituation I Whereas, a man who 
larefully attended to and experienced the various 
ngs of the heart, and the artifices of the head ^ 
^ho, by one (hade, can trace the progreffion of 
hole colour ; who can, at the proper times, em* 
all the feveral means of periuading the under- 
ing, and engaging the heart ; may, and will have 
ies, but will and muft'have friends : he may be 
ed, but he will be fupported too ; his talents may 
: the iealoufy of fome^ but his engaging manners 
nake nim beloved by many more ; he will be con- 
able, he will be conhdered^ Many different qual- 
Ions muft confpire to form fuch a man, and to 
him at once refpe£lable and amiable, and the lead 
be joined to the greateft ; the latter would be un- 
ng without the ^rmer, and the former would be 
and frivolous without the latter.. Learning is ac- 
d by reading books ; but the much more neceflary 
ing, the knowledge of the world, is only to be ac- 
id by reading men^ and ftudying all tne various 
jnsof them. Many words in every language are 
rally thought to be fynonimous ; but tnoie who 
r the language attentively will find that there is no 
thing •, they will difcover fome'litUe difference, 
: diftin£^ion, between all thofe words that are vul- 
^ called fynonymous ; one hath always more ener* 
extent, or dehcacy, than another : it is the fame 
men ; all are in general, and yet no tv^'o in par- 
ar, exactly alike. Thofe who have not a£tuaUy 
ed, perpetually miftake diem : they do not difcern 
[hades and gradations that diftinguifh charafiers 
ingly alike. Company, various cQnv^Tk^^>&>ki^ 
fcnool for this knowledge, '^om o^^x.v^'^^O^ 
time, at leaft in the th\td iotm ^ ^eaax'iKicis 

cc cbe rife to tbe wpfctmoSt S& ^'^^ «a8w«s^ 
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but theii you mufl have application and vivacity ; 
you mult not only bear with, but even feek refti 
m moil companies, inftcad of ilagnating in one or 
only, where indolence and love of eafe may h 
dul^<.d. 

In the plan which I gave you in my laft f for ; 
future motions, I forgot to teil you, that, if a kin 
the Romans fliould he cliofcn this year, you {hall 
t.iinly be at that elcftion j and avS upon thofe occa/ 
all llrangcrs arc excluded from the place of the e 
tion, except fuch as belong to fome anibaflador, 1 1 
already eventually fecured you a place in thc/uii 
the king's electoral ambaiTador^ who will be fent t 
that account to Frankfort, or wherever elfe the < 
tion maybe. This will not only fecure you afigl 
the iliow, but a knowledi^e of the whole thing ^ 
is likely to be a contcfted one, from the oppoCtii 
fome of the eleftors, and the protefts of iomc c 
princes of the empire. That eleftion, if there 
will in my opinion be a memorable aera in the 
of the empire : pens at lead, if not fwords 
drawn ; and ink^ if not blood will be plentiful!] 
by the contending parties in that dilpute. 
the fray, you may fecurely plunder, and add to 
picfent (lock of knowledge of xh^ jus puhlrcum it 
The court of France hath, I am told, appointed 
ident Ogier, a man of great abilities, to go inimec 
iy to l^Titxiboni pour y/ouffler la iir/corde\. It mi 
owned, that France hath always profited flcilfi 
its having guaranteed the treaty of Munfter, 
liath given it a conftant pretence to thruft itfelf L 
p.ffairs of the empire. When France got 
yielded by treaty, it wns very willing t?o have hell 
a fief of the empire ; but tne empire was then 
Every power fliould be very careful not to rive the] 
pretence to a neighbouring power to meddle wit 
affairs of its interior. Sweden hath already fc 
cffeflsof the Czarina's calling herfelf guarantee ^ 
prefent form of government, in coniequence 
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treaty of Ncuftadt, confirr^ied afterwards by that of 
Abo ; though, in truth, that guarantee was rather a 
provifion againft Ruilia's attempting to alter the then 
ncw-eftabliflied form of government in Sweden than 
any right given to Ruflia to hinder the Swedes from 
cftablifhing what form of government they pleafed.—- 
]@Lead them both, if you can get them. — Adieu ! 



LETTER CXLI. 

Difputt Sifwien the King and Parliament*,. Prophecy of tht 
French Rrvolution „. Volt aire* s Age ef Louis XIV,*,Jnjudiip 
iious Parents, Enemies to their Children. 



MY piAft rMixNDy London, April the I3t]i* 



I 



[RECEIVE this moment your letterof the i^th^ 
\ with the inclofed pieces relative to the prefent difputc 
^'between the king and the parliament. I (hall return 
them by Lord Huntingdon, whom you will foon fee at 
.l^aris, and who will likewifc carry you the piece, which 
X for^t in making up the packet I fent you by the 
Spanifli ambafTador. The reprefentation of the par- 
Xamenc is very well drawn, /Staw/friir enodo,fortitir in rt. 
Tthcy tell the king very refpecjfuliy, that ui a certain 

' Cafi, nuhiih they Jhould think it criminal tofuppefij they 
would not obey hi n. This hath a tendency to what 
we call here revolution principles. I do not know 

^ what the Lord's -anointed, his vicegerent upon earth, 
divinely appointed by hifti, and accountable to none but 

Thim for his aftions, will either think or do upon thcfs 
fymptoms of reafon and good fenfe, which f;^em to be 
breaking out all over France ; hut this I forefee, tliat, 

' before the end of this century, the trade of both king 
and pried will not be half fo good a one as it has been. 
— Du Clos, in his refleftions, hath obferved, and very 
truly, i^'il } a ungerme de r a ifon qui commence a/e divellopet 
an France f . A developpement that mud prove fatal to 
regal and papal pretenfions. Prudence may, in many 

f That there U a gcrra of reafon ^hicii b^ivxiR xa ^i^V*^ \\.\3^Vx» 
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c:;fes, rccor.imcnd an occafional fubmiflion to eithe 
but when that ignorance, u^>on which an impli 
f\\x]i ill both CO 'J Id onlv be founded, is once re mow 
(i oil's viL\-^^crcnt, and ChrilVs vicar, will only 
ch-.'ycd and believed as lar as what the one ordc 
ar.d the other fays, is ccaformable to reafon and 
truth. 

1 am very f,'!ad (to uf: a vulgar cxpreflion) that , 
mike as if jou were not v j11. It is the likelicft way 
keep fo. Tray leave oil' entirely your greafy, hea 
[):^ilry, fat cream;?, and indigeltible dumplings} ai 
then you need not confine yourfelf to white mea 
whicli f do not take to be one jot wholefomer th 
beef, mutton, and partridge. 

Volfaire fent me from Devlin his Iiiflory ^u Steele 
Lruis XIV. He lias made me much better acquaint 
with the times of Lewis XIV. than the in numeral 
Vi)i limes which I had re id could do ; and hath fi 
giflcd this rell,?clion to me, which I had never mi 
before— his vanity, not his knowledge made luml 
courage all, and introduce many arts and fciecceai 
h\i country. lie opened in a manner the human d 
dcrfta:iding in Vranec, and brought it to its utmoft pi 
fection ; his age cqudled in all, and cjreatly excccil 
in many things (pardon me, pedants !) the Auguflif 
This was great and rapid ; but ftill it might be dd 
by the encouragement, th-: apol.iufe, the rewards, d 
vain, liberal, and magniliceni: prince. What is raul 
more furpriling is, tlint he flopped the operations of I 
human miiid juft where lie pleafed, and leemed to " 
" 'J'hus far flialt thou go, aiid no farther.*' For, a 
ot to his religion, and jealous of his power, free ar.djl 
tional thoughts upon cither never entered into a Frci 
liead during his reign ; and the greateft geniufes 
ever any age produced, never entertained a doul 
the divine right of kings, or the infallibility of 
church. Poets, orators, and philofophers, ignorant* 
their natural rights, cherilhed their chains ; and ra 
aclive faith triumphed, in thofe i^reat mindsjOvcrfi] 
and pa (live reafon. The reverie of this fecxns m 



tingdon 
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be the cafe in France : reafon opens itfclf ; fancy and 
invention fade and decline. 

I will feud jjpu a copy of this hiftory by lord Hun- 
, as I think it very probable that it is not al- 
lowed to be publifhed and fold at Paris. Pray read it 
more than once, and with attention, particularly the 
fecond volume ; which contains fhort, but very clear 
accounts of inany very interefting things which are 
talked of by every body, though fairly underftood by 
very few. There are two very puerile afFeclations, 
which I wiih this book had been free from ; the one is^ 
the total fubverfion of all the old eftablifhed French 
orthography ; the other is, the not making ufe of any 
one capital letter throughout the whole book, except 
at the beginning of a paragraph. It offends my eyes 
to fee rome, paris, france, csefar, henry the 4tn, &c. 
begin with (mall letters ; and I do not conceive that 
there can be any reafon for doing it half fo ftrong as 
ijie reafon of long ufage is to the contrary. This is an 
affedlation below Voltaire. 

■ I had a letter, a few days ago, from monfieur du 
Boccage ; in which he fays, Monfieur Stanhope s*ift jette 
dans la politique y et je crois qu^il y reuffira f you do very 
#ell, it is your deilination ; but remember, that, to 
fuccced in great things, one muft firft learn to plcafe in 
Ifttle.ones. Engaging manners and addrefs muft pre- 
pare the way for fuperior knowledge and abilities to 
aft with effedl. The late duke of Marlborough's man- 
ners and addrefs prevailed with the firft king of Pruffia 
to let his troops remain in the army of the allies, when 
iieither their reprefentations, nor nis own fhare in the 
common caufe, could do it. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough had no new matter to urge to him 5 but had a 
manner which he could not, and did not refift. Vol- 
taiire, among a thoufand little delicate ftrokes of that 
Kind, fays of the duke de la Fcuillade, ^'i7 etoir Vhomm§ 
^t pluf brill ant et le plus aimable du ro'iaume, et quoiqui geu-^ 
ire du general et miniflre, il aioit pour lui la fa*viur pu^ 

i" Mr. Stanhope Is involved m the vortex sfrpolitics, uid X think 
le will fttccecd. 

9 
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• 

biique J. Various little circumftances of that fort wll 
ten mike a man of great real merit be hated, ^^ ^ 
not addrefs and manners to make him be loved. Coj 
cr all your own circumftances fcrioufl^} and yoi| 
find that, of all arts, the art of plcafing is the mol 
ceffary for you to ftudy and poflefs. A filly tyrani 
Oderint mod§ ttmeant § : a wife man would have faida^ 
ament mikil timemium efi mihi ||. — Judge, from youP 
daily experience, of the efficacy of that pleafiid 
fiats quoiy when you feel, as you and every bocU 
tainly does, that in men it is more engaging l 
knowledge ; in women, than beauty. ' 

I long to fee lord and lady ***, (who arc xi| 
arrived) becaufe they have lately feen you $ andS 
ways fancy that I can fifli out fomething new fron^ 
who have fecn you la(l : not that ifliall mu ^ 
upon their accounts, becaufe I diftruft the j 
of lord and lady *** in thofe matters about 
am moft inquifitive. They liave ruined their 
by what they called and thought loving hin). 
have made him believe that the world was mad! 
him, not he for the world ; and unlefs he ftays aj 
a great while, and falls into very good com] 
wfll.expcfl:, what he will never find, the atten 
complniflmce from others which he has hith< 
ufed to from papa and mamma. This I fear 
much the cafe olMr, *•**, who, I doubt, will 
through the body, and be near dying, before he 
how to live. However you may turn out, \ 
never make me any of thefe reproaches. 1 1 
no filly, womanifli fondnefs for you : inftead 
flidling my tendernefs upon you, 1 have taken 
fible methods to make you deferve It. Adieu. 

X That he waithe mod biilliant andaimiable man in tkei 
and) thfiugh the ron-in-iaw of a General and aMIaiftBTj vrw 
Vourite with the public. * 

k Let themhate, if they but fear. 

I While they love me i have nothing to fux% 
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LETTER CXLIL 

1 

^^'iiriaics and nici DijUndicits in the Human Ch^ira^er.,^ 

Command of Tamper. 

MY DEAR FRlENDy Loudd]!, April ihe jO.Il* 

^VOIR du mondt is, in my opinion, a very juft and 
happy expreirion for having addrefs, manners, and for 
knowing liow to btihave properly in all com panics. 
W.ithout them, the bell parts are inefficient, civility Lb 
nbfurd, and freedom ofFenfive. A profound ftudent 
soiling in his cell at Oxford or Cambridge, willreafon 
admirably well uprn the nfjture of man; will profound- 
Jy analyle the head, the heart, the reafon, the will, the 
j)affions, the fcnfes, the fentiments, and ail thofe fubdi- 
vifions of. we know not what ; and yet, unfortunately 
lie knows nothingvof -man* for he luith not lived with 
hini .; and is ignorant of all the variou-s modes, habits, 
prejudices, Tmd. tades^ that always influence and often 
determine hhn. He views man as he does colours iw 
<>irifaac Newton^s prifm, where only capital ones Tire 
feen ; but an -experienced dyer knows all their variou-s 
-fliades and g-radations, together vvith therefiilt of their 
fcvcral mixtures. Few men are of one jplain, decided 
colour ; moil are mixed, {leaded and blended ; tiud va- 
.ry as much from different fituations, as changeable filks 
do from difll-rent lights. The man ^ui a du iMnde knows 
nil this from his own experience and obfervation : the 
cloiftered philofophcr knows nothing of it from his 
•own theory ; Ins practice is abfard and improper ; and 
he a£ks as awkwardly as a man would dance who had 
never ftcn others -dance, nor learrned of a dancing - 
^mafter, but w-lio had only ftudied the notes by which 
tlances are now pricked down, as well as tunes. 
Strong minds have undoubtedly an afcendcnt over '; 
we^k ones, as Galagni Marcchalc d*Ancre yery juftly y 
^ibferved, whento the difgrace atKl ireproach of thole • 
times, fhe was executed for having governed Mary cf ? 
JN'^edicis by the arts of witclicraft and magic, iiut^*; 
t ' z\\ afceiidrint is to be gained b>j Oie,^xtt."s>,'jiXv^\s^'^'^^:^ 
'Mts only whkh experience ;\t\ciOevt Vwy^^^^^f- ^^^ 
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uorld teaches j for few are nicnn enough to bf bul- 
lied, th.ou'^h nio'rt lire weak enough to be bubbled. I 
have often leen people of fuperior, governed by }>eopIc 
of much inferior parts, without knowing cr even 
I'jfpedling that they were fo governed. This can 
oiilyhrppen, when thofe people of inferior parts have 
piore worldly dexterity and experience than thofe 
they govern. They ice the weak and unp^uardcd 
part, and apply to it : tlicy take it/and all the reft 
follows. 

This knowledge of the world teaches us more p.ir- 
ticulcirly two things, both of which are of infinite con* 
Icquence, and to neither of which nature inclines us \ 
I mean the command of our temper, and our counte- 
nance. A man who has no mont^e U inflamed with an- ) 
p;iT, or annihihitcd v^iih flvame at every diiagreeabic 
incident : the<3ne makes him a£l and talk like a mad- 
man, the other makes him look like a fool. But a man 
who has ^u fnofu/ty feems not to undcrftand what he 
cannot or ought not to refcnt. If he makes a flip him- 
ll'lf, he recovers it by his coolnefs, inft.ea<l of plunging 
deeper by his confulion like a (tumbling horfe. He is 
lirm, but gentle ; and praciifes that Inofl excellent 
\r\\\\\\r\y /ua<vittr in T/Kulo./ortiter inre. People, unufed 
to the world, have babbling countenances ; and arc 
iinlkilful enough to fl:ow what they have fen fe enough 
not to teJl. In the courfc of the world, a man muft 
very often put on an eafy, frank countenance, upon 
very difagreeable fituations. This may, nay muft be 
doije, without faHchood and treachery : for it muft go 
no farther than politencfs and manners, and muft ftop 
fliort pi aflUrnnces and profefllons of fimulated friend- 
ihip. -Tiood manners to thofe one does not love arc 
no \nore a breach of truth, than " your hu^ible ferv- 
ant*' at the bottom of a challenge is % they ar€ ujiiver» ,. 
fally agreed upon, and underftood to be things of 
courfc. They are ntccflary guards of the decency and 
peace of fociety : they mult only aft defenfively ; and 
then not with arms \>olCoi\cd with perfidy. Truth, but 
r.ot the whole trut\A, mv\^\ie\\\^\\\N7sx\'MR.^"f5^^^ 
^vcrjf mail \vho luV\i tit\\cv \^\\^Y^\N>\\^Vi^^<i.\^ ^x ^xsin 
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dence. Thofe who violate it may be cunning, but 

they arc not able. Lies and ptrfidy are the refuge of 
fools and cowards. — Adieu ! 



LE'rTER CXLlir. 

Romance of C ajjandra.. .Cvrfnun Courts ..Attention to ihcjh 
lA^ho ffcak. ., F a^vGut ii e Lx -regions of Fbols, 

MY DEAR >kii:?>D^ Londoiiy May thc 1 1 tl>. 

J. BREAK my word by writing this letter ; but t 
break it on the allowable fule, by tU)ing more thnn T 
promiled. I have pleafure in v/riting to you, and 
you may polhbly have fome profit in reading what I 
write : either of the moiives were fufliclent for mo ; 
both I cannot withiland. J5y your laft I calculatt^ 
that you will kave Paris this (lay fevennight \ upoiiK 
that luppofition this letter may Ihll find you there- 
Colonel Perry arrived here two or three days agis 
and fcnt me a book from you ; " Callandra abvi'dged." 
I iWnfui:^ it cannot be too much abridged, 'j^'ic Vpirit 
of that moft volummous woik, lairiy extracted, may bd 
contained in the fmallefi: duodeciifio ; and it is molt: 
aftonilhing that there ever could have been people idle 
enoui^h to write cr read fuch endlefsheap of the fame 
Itull*. It was, however, tlie occupation of thourand> 
in the lalt century \ and is (till the private, thout^h 
ilifavowcd amufcnient of young girls and fcntimental 
1 idie.-. A love-ilck j.;iil f^nd^:, hi liie captain with whcnx 
Ihc is in love, all the courage and ail ilie graces of the 
tender and acconi;ii;ih'..'d Oroondatos \ :»nd many a 

{rrjv/n-up fcntimcnial lady talks iiLlicite Clclia to the 
lero whom fne would engage lo ct.riijil love, cr lament* 
with licr that love is not ctv-rnal. 

It i.s, however, vciy well to have read one of thcfe 
cxirav^igant v ovks ^-jf all which J/d Cidpvanede's arc 
the bjit) becaufj itio wv.ll to be able to tiJk with lome 
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known to you. It is a great advants^gc for anv man t»> 
i-e 'jblcf to tal'.;, c-r to iiiur, lulthcr igiioraniiy nor nb- 
luvvlly, upoi; '..iiy fubjccl ; fur I have known peopl:, 
^\ ho liavc not Liid one woul, hear iirnorantlv and ab- 
tiiVtily ; it }i»is i.pLivauii in their in:«tcciitive and iinmean* 

ih:^ 1 iK'^i'vyis a? lit:L' likdy to happen to yen, as 
:o i.ir, bo'iv cf •'onr aicc : aiiit, if vou will but acid an 
• aly ccnroriv.ity ol manners, I knew no company in 
v.hich vou i-re like!) to be ^'«f /ri?/». 

i hi.^ ear-! t)f r';ai.ncr, is mere particularly iIvLV.^- 
iViiv fvLvoa a: tliis time, now that vou are eoiii^ to io 
r; unv I'lilt'.'ve-.it nlactb ; for tliouszh tlie HKinncrs and 
iiiUoniji c»f thckveviil courts of Germany arc in gen- 
eral the iainc,vct evcrv one lias its pariiciuar character- 
iilic, fomc peculiarity or other which cliftinguiflies it 
from tlie next, 'i'his you ihould carefully attend to> 
and immediately adopt. Nothing flatters people mortv 
i.or makes ilrangcrs fo welcome, as fueh an occafional 
vcnfovmity. I do not mean by this, that you fliould 
I: iiijic the i.irand (liflhefs of every awkward German 
vijuit ; no, by no means; but I mean that you fhciuM 

T5:';^' C^C^^rrii-ry ttfcfr^t, f.ttd' fall ;n v.^ri ceirta'n focal 
habits, fuch as ceremoi^ies, diet, turn of converfaiion, 
Jcc. People wlio arc lately come from Paris, and who 
have been a good whil^ th-re, are generally fufpeclcd, 
;ind efp-icially v\ Germany, cf having a degree w 
contempt for every other place. Take jj; rcat care that 
?iothiiv; of this kind appear, at lead, outwardly, in your 
behaviour ; but commend whatever dcfeivca any ik- 
gree of coiiiairndation, without comp;iring it with 
what you may have left much better of the famfl 
kind a: Paris. As, for inflance, the German kitchen 
is, without doubt, execrable, and the French deltcious; 
however, never commend the French kitchen at a Ger- 
man table,, but eat of what you can find tolerable 
there, and commend it, without comparing it to any 
thing b«!ttcr, I have known many Britiln YahooSi 
%vho, though wVvWc tV.e\ '*itx^'2X\!^.V\'^^'Cj\\Cotmcdto no 
one Trench cv\(lcm, v\s Vc^ow -% >X^^^ ^^5\. -xa:^.^^^ 
c-//ir, talked of ucib.ir.v^ ovi^^- ^^■^■^'^ "^^"^ «\^^\3«ivssfc 
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ca-L nL'P.ui;?. The freedom of the French is net to be 
Uj'ed indifcriniirvatclv at ail the courts in Gcrmdny, 
thougii their eafmels may, and ought •, hut that too at 
iome places more - than others. '1 he courts of !Man- 
heim and Bonn, I take to be a Httle more unbarbarifed 
than fonic others ; that of Mayence, an ccclehallical 
one, as well as that of Treves, (neither of which is 
much frequented by foreigners) retains, I conceive, a 
great deal of the Goth and Vandal ftilL There, 
inorc referve and ceremony are ncceflary ; and not .1 
word of the French. At Berlin, you cannot be too 
French. Hanover, Brunfwick, Cafiel, &c. are of the 
mixed kind. 

Anotluer thing, which I moft earneftly recommend 
to youj not only in Germany, but in every part of the 
world where you may ever be, is, not oniv real, but 
feeming attention to whomever you fpealc to, or to 
vrhoever fpeaks to you. There is nothing fo brutally 
fhocking, nor fo little forgiven,asa feeming inattention 
to the perfon who is fpeaking to you •, and I have 
known many a man knocked down, for, (in my opin- 
ion) a much flighter provocation, than that (hocking 
inattention which 1 mean. I have feen many people, 
who, while you are fj^aking to them, inflead ot look- 
ing at, and attending to you, fix their eyes upon the 
ceiling, or fome otlier part of the room, look out of 
tlie window, play with a dog, twirl their fnufF-box, or 
pick their nofe- Nothing dil covers a little, futile, friv- 
olous mind more than this, and nothing is fo ofFen- 
fively ill-bred : it is an explicit declaration on your 
part, that every the moil trifling objeft defer\cs your 
attention more than all that can be faid by the perfoh 
vrho is fpeaking to you. Judge of the fentimcnts of 
hatred and refentment which fuch treatment miift ex- 
cite, in every breail where any degree cf felf-lcve 
dwells j and I am fure, I never yet met with that breafc 
■where there was not a great deal. I repeat it again and 
again, (for it is highly necefl'ary for you to remember 
it) tiiat fort of vanity and felf-love is infeparable from 
human nature, whatever may be its rank or condition v 
even vour -footman will fooncx iox^^^x -^^vA ^v^^'^n^ 
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iiral one. This is the true and ufcful ver; 
which a thorough knowledge of the work 
tvrachcs the utility and the meuns o£ acquivrin 
I am very lure, at leall I hope, that ^ou ^ 
make ufe 01 a iilly exprelFion, which is the 
t.'xprcirion, and the abfurd cxcufe of ail 




is, he is fuch a fool that he vi ill not. I re 
vtrv awkward fellow, who did not know \* 
■with hio fword, and who always took it ofF I 
Tcr, faying, tliat he could not poifibly dine 
jXvord on y upon which I couKl not help te 
That I really believed he could, without Jin^ 
danpcr cither to hhnfeif or others. It is a i 
iin :ji:rardity for any n'an to fay, that he can 
tlujfe thiniys whicii are commonly done by a! 
<jy mankind. 

Another tlnn^ ih'it T muit carncflly warn y\ 
Is Inziaefs ; by v.'hich nicTC people have loll 
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fiTu<itK)ns.and diftanccs.; and the latter will point out 
many things for you to fee, that micht- otlierwife 
poffibly efcape y^ou ; and which, though they may in 
tiiemfelvcs he Qt httle cortfequenc^, you would regret 
not having fceii, after having beeo- at the places where 
tjiey were. 

Thus warned'and provided for your journey^ God- 
fpeedyou, Felhijfavfimiquejit !^ Aiicu*. 



BETTER CXJtIV; 

Ifijudicious ConduB of Parents in general.., Faulty Education^,. 
Polite Education, ..Lord J/iertnarle^.Duc de Richelieu.. 

MY oiAR FXIXN»>. ifQndoiij^May the tyth* 

Jl; SEND you. the iiiel^fed orrginalj froi» a friend;of 
aurs^ with my own commi^ntaries- upon the text ; a 
text which I have fo often paraphrafed, and comment- 
ed upon already, that; I believe I can-hardly foy any 
thing new upon it : but, howcvjcr, I cannot give it 
ever tin I ambetter convinced than 1 yet am, that you 
£eel all the utility, the importiincc^Aad the neceflky of 
it : nay« not only feclj.but pra£life it;. Your panegy-. 
rift allows you, \vhat moll fathers w^uldbe more thaa 
fatisfied with in a fon, and chides, me for not content-" 
iug myfelf with VeJj'eutieUemint ben \ f but I^ who -have 
teen in no one refpe£t like other fathers, cannot neither, 
liA.e them, content myfelf. with Vcffentiellement bon^ be- 
caufc I know that it v/ill not do your bufinefs in the 
v'^orldy while you. want ytff/y//f couches de *v^nis.p Fewl 
fathers care much fcr their fons, or, at leaft, moft of 
tliem care more for their money ; and; confeauently 
content themfcjves with giving them, at. the cneapelx 
rate, the common run of education^ that is, afchool 
till eighteen ; the univerfity till twenty^; and a couple 
of years of riding poft through the feveral towns of 
Europe, impatient till their boobies come home to he 
married, and, as they call it, fettled. Of thcfe 

f The ciTtntitkl.j ijood. \ to*. c^..a.\. v.i nca^^^* 
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V !.«» Vv .'K' 1 " "c iKjlr f-Mi"'., few know how to d 
.S '-.r. • 1p'. i. t!'. «'.i iTv lV):-,:i'!n;>: iheni while they 
^ ■ ! V.'., ii'"- t'l.!'. (juariL'l wirh them when ihey 
v/.i up for 1- iv"-;^ been rp)ih\l ; fome love ti 




mill:!'..; '.IS ihi'v riii'ik, <^Mly clTcntinlsi take pnins 
J i -.irurL* to fee in their heir iill their favourite \v( 
11 ■!!'•; aiul impv-rfcciioni. 1 hope and believe tha 
h u- lv«.pt clfur of iill tiicfe errors, in tJie educal 
wliuh I have ^ivcn you. Ni> wcaknclTcs of my c 
li.we warped it, r.o par:iinony has Itarved it, no rij 
Jias deformed it. Sound and exteufivc learning 
tlu: foundation which 1 mtant to lay ; I have laid 
but that alone, I knew, would by lio means be fi 
cijnt : the ornamental, tiie Ihowiih, the pleafing 
perllruclure w.is to be begun. In that view I tm 
you into the great world, entirely your own madei 
an ai^e when others either guzzle at the univer 
or arc fent id)road in fervitude to fome awkward, 
dmtic Seotch i^ovcrnor. This was to put you in 
wiy, and the only way, of acquiring thofe manm 
and th.'t addrefs, whieh exelulivcly dillinguifli pco 
of falhion ; and without which moral virtues, and 
aequired learnin-r, are of Utile i^ie in courts and t 
^•reat world. I'liey are, ii^decd, feared and diiltked 
tliofe places, as too Kvere, if not fmoothcd and inti 
duced by rhe^r.^f/. Now, pray, let me alk you, coi 
and feriouily, v\hy are you wanting in thefe gracQ 
FvT you may 2s eallly afl'ume them, as you may wi 
more oi leA powder in your hair, more or lefs lace j| 
on your coiit. I can therefore, account for yoar wsd 
m-y them no other way in the world thun from your 1 
be ini^ convi'ictd of tlieir full value. -3 

With your knowledge and parts, if adorned by 

ncrs and LTaces, what may you not hope ori^ day tol 

]iut without thtim you will be in the fituation of^ n 

wlio ihouldbc very fleet of one leg, but very lame 

th^ otlwr. He couk\ uoi iv\\\> \.\\fc Vws\c k<^ would ch< 
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\i\d clog tlic well one, which would' be very near ufe* 



LETTER CXLV. 

hcifure Hcurs.'Ufelefs aurf frivolous Books ^.XJillhy of reading 
jyjiemr tic ally,. ,Sl.crt l^ieiu of the Hijhry of Europe from th$ 
ireaty cf Mv/ifi&r,.,Cauiwt ia ai;aid Dijputes. 

MY DEAR FKjENd, London,. May th; 3ill* 

Ji HE world is tlie book, to which, at prefent, I 
"would have you i^pply- yoarfelf. Howeyer, aa^ the moffe 
fiinuiltiious life, whether of bullnefs or pleafure, leaves 
fome vacant moments every day, in which a bookie 
the refuge of a rational being;, L mean now^ to point 
oiit to you the method of employing thofe moments 
f which will and ought to be bat few) in the moft ad- 
vantageous manner. Throw away none of your time 
upon thofe trivial, futile, corrupting books, publifhed 
by idlei vicious, or neccDTitous authors, for the^amufe- 
ment of idle and ignorant readers : fuch fort of books 

« 

f^af m and* buzz aBout one every day ; fliip them avsray, 
thev have no fting. C er turn fete fii:em^hz\t fome one ob- 
jeit for thofe leiiiire moments, and purfue that objeft 
invariably till you have attained it ; and then take fome 
other* For inftance, confidering your deitination, I 
would advife you to fiugle out the mod remarkable 
and interefting aeras of modern hiftory, and confine al! 
your reading to that ^ra. If you pitch upon the treaty, 
of Munfter^ (and that is the proper period to begin with, 
in the courfe which I am now reconvmending) do not 
interrapt it by dipping aiid deviating into other books, 
irrelitivc to it : but confuk only the moft authentic hifr 
tories, letters, memoirs, and negotiations, relative to 
thivt great tranfacHon ; reading and comparing them, 
with all that caution and diftruft ^'hich lord Boling- 
broke recommends to you, in a better manner and in 
better words, than I can. The next period worth your 
particular knowledge, is tbvi ttfJutN oi >i\^^^wx'eL<L'=* % 
whick wras.cuicqlat^id to Vav^ a\v\ m ^'SlcQi. ^\^^v^'\ "^ 
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f. •'.::.: .;r:on of the iucceinun of th^ boufe of Bour'^t 
1'.' the cv.^^vn of Spain. Tui-kie ihat in the lame uw:.- 
T:; :•, ivT^l'iC* our of the n*i>lio!is ot v<>li:mcs %vii:ic?i 
^ ;•-.:. :ih".r o.c.'Jm::, t]:e two or three molt nuiliOi.'ic 
I'. *•, ;:]d }»::ti'.i.l.-.i'.y i-^rUTs, whieh are the bcli :.;:- 
:■•••■;:: --J i:i :!v. i:? ri of nej;(.ticni'i:i. Nextcoincir.fi 
Tij :!■•:•■, .-.; I\inK'.:ue:i anA RhyU^ick, polllcripis in .i 
iji.m.r. •■ to tic^u* ul r\jir.i;cor aiiil the Pyrenees. Iho!-: 




a;L'i:ii;hc(i all ihr^fe vA\o viewctl ihiii^j^ only fuperficial- 
];• ; bur I (liould tliiiik, m\i(l have been calily aceoiintcd 
tiT bv il.o.e who knew the ilate oi the kinixdom d 
S',>.:!!«, i-.:. v.\:\] ai of t>iC health of it>T kine Cliarles the 
lb*, at 11. t ti.ne. Tivj Interval, ber.\vecn the concl'J- 
i\r:]\ (.t :lic r-.f.xrr, <,f Kvfvvii:!:, and the breakin^r cut of 
tl'.- j.rr'....t war xu i 70-!, thcuij^li a fliort, is a uioil ii-- ' 
t v ;■ ! Tl : ^- 1 • 1 1 e . 1 '. v e r y w e e k of i L a 1 111 oil: proil iiee d for.:c 
,<:r.:.'.t 'vMit. Two iv..vtitioii treaties, the death of ihc 

Kisiif t:i i-^p;:.n, 11, : unexpeL,«.v<vi v;in, ii*.v, »i.iw i*ww^»-..-.- 
rfit l;v [.ewis the. X-IVth. in violation of the frcon 



i 



t 




i 
i 



hiin, I eannot help makiivj; this obferraiion upontKit 
o;e::i':--^. — tint C- :!va.~K'r h^s t^i'tcn more to do in '/r:.K 
ir ::^..lc;^ '()!>; th.vA {v.;i .icnc: and (ouiid poliey : for l,"v- 
i-* tl"-: ?»i\'tli. vi.itii' ''I ''-•> pi-rfonil niivle, bv i:i\:'r.i 
J.'oui iv 11 Kiii^^ to iSp/n^, a* tt.e cxpenL; Oi the trii.; \i\u:' 
clb '^[ iVance j wliieh v ouKl hive ai«.]uired nu;-. /• ir.v:z 
UA\i\ a'ui perniapj'i^t ilf.-iif*' : ^ "li'* udtbiion of N.'- 
pK'N, .Si :lly, a:i.l i/)'-.'.r .\;-, • • ■ :v ot rf the l"..c( r;l 

y ?i.:. •' ;avty j ^-v' i ?• i-r. . \/.-s icvlenniL i^r i-i> 
1 ;'Li :: 1^; pr^^;-\:.l tl.j w^'?. it i^ riu;*, b: ini^-ht 
I- ,-.• s- Lflii.fi r»- .lis gran.".!i. : ; b:r he eo.ihl nev.r 
rv,- ■ ': :!r:: his Vamv:o»a\ \:i^A'"<:\\v: ".w V cv.wcci Clmuld in- 
'i.. rcL his BvUvV.or. yo\V:':\V,; \v. ^:^\:^'^ S \-.\V\\v;-« \.v-.vn 
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iicli wc^kt'r (lili they arc among princes. The 
rs of Count Harracn, and of Las Torres, give a 
eal of light into the tranfaftions of the court' of 

previous to the death of that weak king ; an^- 
tters of the Marcchal d'Harcourt, then the 

anibaflador in Spain, of which I have authen- 
es in manufcript, from the year 1698 to 1701, 
:ared up that whole affair to me. I keep that 
. It appears by thofe letters, that the impru- 
ndu6t of the houfe of Auftria, with regard to 
y and queen of Spain, and madaitie Berhps, her 
Lc, together with the knowledge of the partition 

which incenfed all Spain, were the true and 
ifons of tlie^'iH in favour of the duke of Anjou. 
• cardinal Portocarrero, nor any of the gran- 
cre bribed by France, as was generally reported 
ievcd at that time ; which confirms Voltaire's 
:e upon that fubjeft. Then opens a new fcene 
ew century 1 I^ewis tlie XlVth's good fortune 
) liim, till the duke of Marlborough and prince 

make him amends for aH the mifchief they had 
m, by making the alliesrefufe the terms of peace 
by him at Ge rtruydenberg. How the difad- 
ous peace of Utrecht was afterwards brought - 
u have lately read ; and you cannot inform ' 
f too minutely of all thofe circumflances, that 
Dcing the frcHieft fource, -whence the late tranf- 

of Europe have flowed. The ajterations 
bave fmcc liappened, whether by wars or trea- 
: fo recent, that all the written accounts are to 
ed out, proved, or contradiftcd, by the oral 

almojt every informed perfon, of a certain age 

in life, I'or the fadisj, dates, and original 

of this century, you will find them in Lam- 

11 the year 1715, and after that time in Rouflct's 

not mean that you flio^ild plod hours together 
rchcs of this kind ; no, you may employ your 
:n*e ufcfully : but 1 mean, that you fliould make 
ik of the moments you do employ, by method^ 
puriuii; of cue fingle objcft •C;\.;x\u\\^\\i'^\^v^n:5s.^ 






"wric d luau v'j I can icui ue ywr, ocn-iveaera 

PnuenJIcrum j-y he woukl only be confou: 
variety, and j-cmember none of theni ; ^ 
exunii'iiing them occafionally* as they happi 
either in the eourfe of your hiftorical re 
they avc agitated in your own times, you 
llicm, lyy connecling them with thofe hril 
which occ aliened your in(}uiry. For exairij 
rc?.d, in the eourfe of .two or three folios of] 
thofe among others, of the two kings of Et 
TrulRu to Oft Frife, it is impoflible that 
have rememlxji'cd them ; but no'v that they 
the debated objtct at the Diet at Ratifbon, a 
ic of all political converfations, if you c< 
honks and pcrfons concerning them, and in 
felf thcTOUghly, you will never forget tliem 
you live. You will hear a great deal of tl 
iide, at IJanovcr ; at^d as much on the oth 
terwardf., at IVrrlin : hear both fides, and ; 
■own opinion, but difpote with neither. 

Letters from foreign rolnifters lo their i 
from t^ieir courts to tlicm, are, if gen^iine, tl 
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and be relative to, and confequential of each other. In 
"this method, half an hour's reading every day will 
carry you a great way. People feldom know how to 
employ their time to the beft advantage till they have 
too little left to employ ; but if, at your age, in the 
beginning of life, people would but confider the value 
of it, and put every moment to intereft, it is incredi- 
ble what an additional fund of knowledge and pleafure 
fuch an c6conomy would bring in. I look back with 
regret upon that large fum of time, which, in my youth, 
I laviilied away idly, without either improvement or 
pleafure. Talce warning betimes, and employ every 
moment ; the longeft life is too fhort for knowledge, 
con/cquently every moment is precious. 



LETTER CXLVL 

^9urt of Berlin, ,Xourt of Hane'ver.^PkaJing by Utile Atten^ 

tions^,^ Anecdote* 

MY DE^R FRiZND, London, JuRC the Ijdl 



I 



DIRECT this letter to Mayence^ where I think it is 
Kkely to meet you. Mayence will not, I believe, have 
charms to detain you above a week ; fo that I reckon 
you will be at Bonn at the end of July. There you 
may ftay jult as little or as long as you pleafe, and tnen 
proceed to Hanover. 

I had a letter, by the laft poft, from a relation of 
mine at Hanover, Mr. Stanhope Afpinwall, who is in 
the duke of Newcafllc's office, iand has lately been ap- 
pointed the king's minifter to the Dey of Algiers ; a 
poft which, notwithftanding your views of foreign af- 
fairs, I believe you do pot envy him. He tells me, in 
that letter, there are very good lodgings to be had at 
one Mrs. Meyers, the next door to the duke of New- 
caitle's, whicn he ofFers to take for you : I have defired 
him to do it, in cafe Mrs. Meyers will wait for you till 
the latter end of Auguft, or tlie be jirvmi^';'^ oi^^^^\R.'sxv- 
bcr, which, I fuppofe, is about t\ve tvm^ N*\«.Tv'^^>;i^ V^ 
be at H^iOYcr* 



4IO ELEMENTS OF A 

As yoti arc entirely mafter of the time when 

leave lionu and go to Hanover, fo are you r 

ftay at Hanover as long as you pleafe, and to g 

where you pleafe ; provided that at Chriftmai 

at Berlin, for the beginning of the carnivah this 

not have you fay at Hanover, confidering th< 

difpoiition of thofc two courts ; but, when a 

aiks you where you are to go next, fay that ' 

f ofe rambling in Germany till the next Spring 

you intend to be in Flanders, in your way to 1 

i take Berlin, at this time, to be the polite ft, ti 

ihining, and the moft ufeful <:ourt in liuro 

young man to be at : and therefore I would, i 

account, not have you there, for at leaft a c( 

months of the carnival. If you are as well r 

and pafs your time as well at Bonn, as I bell 

will, I would advife 'you to remain tliere till at 

zoth,of Auguft ; in lour days more you will be 

over. As for your ftay tnere, it muft be (he 

longer, accordinj to certain circumftances «m 

knoi.v of : fuppofing them at the beft, then ftay ti 

in a week or ten days of the king's return to En 

but fuppofing them at the worft, your ftay mufl 

too fliort, for reafons which you alfo know : no 

nicnt muft either appear or be fufptfted ; there 

worft, I think you muft remain there a month, 

beft, as long as ever you pleafe. But I am coi 

that all will turn out very well for you there. 

body is engaged or inclined to help you ; the lui 

both IJnglifh and German, the principal ladi 

moft of the foreign minifters ; fo that I may a; 

Jou nullum Ht^en aUfi^Ji fit frudentia. Du L'errc 
believe, be back therc from Turin, much abc 
lime you get thither : pray be very attentive 1 
and conncdt yourfelf vi'ith him as much as cv 
can : for, beficles that he is a very pretty and y< 
formed man, he is very much in faftiion at Hs 
isperfoually vety wd\ wvth the king, and certain 
fo tJmt a vifible uvt\m2tc^ -aocv^S. cciwcv^^vji^^vdv hi 
*\o you credit aui feiN\ct. "5^*^^ oaNxxn-siSyfe. \! 
^>l9pi theDatchmu\\&.cx^VNi\\^>^'^ 'il^^N^si"^ \i 
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much my friend, and will, I am Aire, be yours : his 
manners, it is true, arc not very engaging ; he is rough, 
but he is fincere. It is very ufeful Ibmetimes to fee the 
things which one ought to avoid, as it is right to fee 
very often thofe which one ought to imitate 5 and my 
friend Hop's manners will frc(juently point out to yoa 
what yours ought to be, by the rule of contraries. 

Congrevc points out a fort of critics, to whom he 
fays that we are doubly obliged i 

Rules for good writing they '.vith pain3 indi'Cj 
ThcH fliow us what ii baa, by what they write. 

It is certain that monfieur Hop, with the heft heart lA 
the world, and a thou find good qualities, has a thou- 
fand enemies, and hardly a friend j fingly from the 
roughnefs of his manners. 

1 recommend to you again, though I have already 
clone it twice or thrice, to fpeak German, even affeci- 
i:d\y, while you are at Hanover ; which will fliow that 
you prefer that language, and be of more ufe to yoiv 
tlicre wlih /omeloi^jy tnan you can imagine. When you. 
carry my letter^ to monfieur Munchaufen, and rnon-- 
ficur Schwiegeldt, addrefs yourfelf to them iw Germany 
the latter fpeaks French very well, but the former ex- 
tremely ill. Show great attention to madame Mun— 
chau fen's daughter, who is a great favourite ; thcfe 
little triiies plcafe mothers, and fometimes fathers, ex-, 
tremt'ly. Obferve and ycu will find, almoft univerfal- 
ly, that the lealt things cither pleafe or difpleafe moft ;, 
been ufe they necelianly iir.ply, either a very ftrong dc-* 
fire of obliging, or an unpardonable indillcrence about,' 
it. I will give you a ridiculous inllancc enough of this" 
trutli, from my own experience. "When 1 was ambaf-.* 
f.ulor the firft: time in Holland, comte de Wcilenncrl 
and his wife, people of the firfl rank and confideratioiij^ 
had a little boy of about three years old, of whom thcji 
were exceedingly fond : in order to make my court tci 
them, 1 was fo too, and ufcd to take the ciiild ofteij' 
mpon my lap, and play with him. One day his nofc^ 
was very fnotty, upon which I took out my handker3 
chief and wiped it for him ; this raifcd a loud lautl"'" 
aad th£y callol roe a. very bandY nurXe ^.bvnt. vke^fa^ 
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.1 ! ir»'Mi'.'i wtre fo plenfcd with it, that to this day 
; ..111 ..iKXiii'ic iii the family > ;i»d I never receive 
l-.ti'T in-.in CTnii: WuiiiiiKiir, but he makcb me tt 

• r.iiij lirr.L'rils: ..';< //lorurux que fai mouc'it' autrfj'oia : vIk 
Iv liij \v..v, I aiii aliiucd, i«> now the pretlielt youiii 
i/;i. -.v in ilullijid. \N lie re one would j^ain people, rt 
-.-.■.■.i.n.r that nc;lh::ij ii litiL. Adieu ! 

IiyiTLR CXLVII. 

;''...••' i/*'^'-" ••-"'•'•• «'^VzL '.-fi- r./ (hurts. JloTv ac^uir€d^,,Anii' 
u i.t' ..( .'a Ui'r. f:j a^ a t 'Jt Gaming, 

•; ->-.\r r i cri-, Lonaua, Jur.c Li.e s6dii 

i \.'"> ' ! -ve n\'.G,n fo Hiv, from ynur lad letter of the 
*. *oi' , fr 11 .M l•'!^im, \\'.:>.i 'jli, (v; .it icjfl nu.lt i^f mj 
.i' vi t..> yv'.:* ?! \-„- \i ;» i.fc i*.ir:jj Lavj ir.iic.ivricd, I 
■ !•.:•■.'■: Ii iiCjuir::., it .ill events, vo rcp::it in this the 
i . .••:-v li'.i r V p . .r ln ( J i' 1 1 1 < ; (-: IV \" era 1 II ti>. is, as far as thcy 
ui.-tc ti? viiir f'alir.\' ir.;:i):i/.. 

1 fiipp.')!': L;;.it l■l:^ v.u\ ciili'.-r f.nd you, or be but % 
r. \/ *'.;'.• J b'jf-jie v.'iii at iiuiui, wIiltc it is dirLclcd ; 
and I fuppofe t(^o, tliac yju i.ave n\^i\ your tiir.c for 
^'oin r liicncc to liaiuvcr. If thiui^s tun cut lieii at 




lidwevcr a nu-niii, that your departure may not feema 
il.p of difconter.t or pejviQmcfs ; the very.fufpicion 
of which is by all means to be avoided. Whenever 
you leave Hanover, be it focncr or later, where >vould 
you ^o ? Would you pafs the months of November 
and IJecember at Brunfwick, CalVel, &c. — Would 
you cliufc to go for a couple of months to RatilboOf 
where yt)U would be vt ry well recommended to, and i 
treated by the king's elccloral miniiler, the baron de^ 
Dehr, and where you would improve your Jus ^uS/iaim P : 
Or would you rather go directly to Berlin, and ftay^ 
ihc'-e till the end of the carnival ? Two or three nionds^ 
nt Dcxliii are, coi^fs-A^un^ ^\l cvt^x^vaftiiaccSi neceflarp 
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J&r' yoU', and' the carnival months are the beft. Let mo- \ 
©aly know your decree when you have formed it. ■ 
Your good or ill fuccefs at Hanover will have a very - 
great influence upon your fubfequent chara<fter, figure,. ' 
and fortune in the world 5 therefore I confefs that-'^ 
I am more anxious about it than ever a bride Was on her ■ 
wedding-night. It is your firft crifis ; the charafter ; 
which you acquire there will, more or lefs^ be that 
which will abide by you for the reft' of your Hfe. YoU'. 
will be tried and judged there, not as a boy, but asa^ 
man ; and from that moment there is no appeal for 
charafter : it is fixed. To form that character ad- - 
vantagcoufly, you have three objefts particularly to at- ' 
'tend to : your charafter as a man of morality, truth, ] 
Ifonour ; your knowledge in the objefts of your defti- i 
nation, as a man of bufinefs ; and your engaging and ' 
infinuating addrefs, air, and manners, as a courtier ; 
the fure and only fteps to favour. Merit at courts, . 
without favour, will do little or nothing ; favour, 
without merit, will do a good deal ; but favour and 
merit together win do every thing. Favour at courts 
depends upon fo many, fuch trifling, fuch uncxpefted. 
and unforefeen events, that a good courtier muft attend 
to every circumftance, however little, that either does 
or can nappen 5 he muft have no abfences, no diftrac- 
iions ; he muft not fay, ** I did not mind it ; wh( 
would have thought it :'* He ought both to hav< 
minded, and to have thought it. A chamber-maid ha! 
Ibmetimes caufed revolutions in courts, which hav€ 
produced others in kingdoms. Were I to make mi 
way to favour in a court, I would neither wilfully, noi \ 
by negligence, give a dog or a cat there reafon to dif \ 
like me. Two pies griechesy well inftrufted, you know , 
made the fortune of Ue Luines with Lewis XIII.— : 
Every ftep a man makes at court requires as much at 
tention and circumfpeftion as thofe which were mad 
formerly between not plough-fhares in the ordeal o 
fiery trials ; which, in thofe times of ignorance ani 
fiiperftition, were looked upon as demonftrations of ir 
nocence or guilt. Direft ^out ^TVTv^\^';^\i'jisxKc\% 
Umover^ at the d— oi N -'%\ xNx'^^^ -^v.^^ 
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cry wcaU places in that citadel ; where, with a very 

ittle rKili, you cannot fail making a great impreflioii. 

Mk for his orders, in every thing you do y talk Auf- 

vivn .md Antigallican to him *, and» as foon as you are 

ipun \\ foot ofralking eafily to him, tell him, en hadi' 

anty that his Ikill and fucccfs in thirty or forty elec- 

ions in England leave you no reafon to doubt of his 

jarrying his clc£tion for Frankfort ; and that you look 

ip(»n the archduke as his member for the empire. In 

lis hours of fellivity and compotation, drop, that he 

•uts you in mind of what Sir William Temple £iys of 

he penfionary de Wit, who at that time governed half 

^arope, " that he appeared at balls, afiemblies, and 

.ubiic places, as if he had nothing elfe to do or think 

f." — ^Wlicn he talks to you upon foreign affairs, which 

e will of ton do, fay, that you really cannot pre fume . 

D give any opinion of your own upon thofe matters, 

joking upon yourfelf, at prefent, only as a poftfcript 

J the cerpj diplomatiq^ue \ but, that, if his grace will be 

leafed to make you an additional volume to it, tliough 

at in duodecimo, you will do your bcft, that he ftiiil 

rithcr be aihamcd nor repent of it. He loves to have 

favourite, and to open himfelf to that favourite : he 

ns now no fuch perfon with him ; the place is vacant, 

tid if you have dexterity you may fill it. In one thing 

lone, ilo not humour him ; I mean drinking v for as I 

clievc you have never yet been drunk, you do not 

cuvfcif Ruow how you can bear wine, and what a little 

70 nluch of it may make you do or fay : ygu might 

oiT:bly kick f'ov^'n all you had done before. 

You i\o not love gaming, and I thank God for it; 
ut at Hinover I would have you fliow and profefs i 
articular diilike to play, fo as to decline it upon all 
cciiiiuns, unlefs where one may be wanted to make a 
virth at whilt or quadrille ; and then take care to de- • 
!arc it tlie refult of your complaifancc, not of yoiir 
jciin2iio!)s. Without fuch precaution you may very 
^Hibly be fufpe£led, t\\o\3L^\ \xv\\\v.^Vj^Cii\aNvn^play, 
^on account of my £oiimei^'3LS\QixvW \\.s •axA.W^Sa.-** 
picion would do you ;> s^^'\\. ^^'A olWTX^^S.-^«iJ^ 
h the king, who aet^fts ^•2cixv\w^. \^v&- ^"^^ -^ 
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IJanover..,Cturt of £run/iui(i..,Getrge the SectitJ.- 



(t\ DEAOl FKIEND, 



1) 



^ URING your (lay at Hanover, I would have you 
ike two or three excurfions to parts of that elea:o- 
:e : to Hartz, where the filver mines are ; Gottengen, 
: the univerfity ; Stack, for what commerce there is. 
Du fhould alfo go to Zell. In fliort, fee every thing, 
at is to be feen there, and inform yourfclf well of all 
e details of that country. Go to Hamburgh for three 
four days, know the conftitution of that little Han- 
atic republic, and inform yourfelf well of the nature 
the king of Denmark's pretenGons to it. 
If all things turn out right for yoa at Hanover, I 
ould have you make it your head-quarters till about a 
eek or ten days before the king leaves it ; and then 
► to Brunfwick, which, thougli a little, is a very polite 
etty court. You may ftay there a fortnight or three 
-eks^ as you lik^ it : and thence go to Caflel, and there 
y till you go to Berlin, where I would have you be 
Chriitmas. At Hanover you will very eafily get 
od letters of recommendation to Brunfwick and .to- 
iTcl. You do not want any to Berlin. J-fropos of 
xlin ; be very refervcd and cautious, while at Han- 
er, as to that king and that country 5 both which are 
tefted, becaufe feared by every body there, from hi& 
\jeily down to the meaneft peafant \ but, however, 
J V'* both extremely deferve your utmoft attention, and 
li will fee the arts and wifdom of government better 
that country, now, than in any other in Europe. You 
ay itay three months at Berlin, if you like it, as I be- 
rve you will ; and after that I hope we fliall meet here 
;ain. 

Of all the places in the world (I repeat it once more) 
laWifli a good reputation at Hanover. Indeed it is 
' the greateft importance to you, and ^\ll tcv^'^ -^n:^ 
,tuTe application to the king m '^oui\>^"Ai ncch ^-jSl^- 
? is more taken by the mantvei^^ ^\^c^^^ "a^^^ ^!^* 
te things, tlwn any man, ox ^Nt;u^o\»a.^ "^^^^ 
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ever knew in mv life ; and I do not wonder at lixn 
In Ihort, exert to the utmoft all your means and p 
cr» to pleafe ; :ind remember, that he who pleafes 
mort will rile the fooncft, ;;Dd the hijgheft. ' 
but once the ple;ifure and advaiuaj^e of pleafing, ai 
will anfwer that you will never more negiedk 
me?.?is. 

1 f^-nd you herewith two letters, tlie one toM 
fieur Munthauien, the other to Monfieur Schwiegid 
an old friend of mine, and a very fenfible know 
man. They will both, I am fixrc, be extremely civi 
vim, and carry you into the htii company ; andt 
It is your bufnief^ to pleafo tliat company. I ni 
was more anxious about any period of your life,! 
I am about this your Hanover expedition, it bciM 
ib much more confcquence to you than any other. 
f hear that you are liked and loved there, tor yom 
your manners, and addrcfs, as well as c deemed- 
your knowledge, I fliall be the happieft man iflj 
world *, judge then what I muft be if it happens cm 
wife. Adieu ! 
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LETTER CXLIX.. 

C forge thi SeceiJ,.'Dtiii of lie\\:cajHe^,. Author^ s Actmt( 
himftlf,..Wit ..Geniknej} and Complaifana mon f§mH 
Recommendations » 

MY DEAi riiE>D, LiMidon, Jgiy tfasi 

J JTl my calculation, this l^-ttcr may probaBly atiiil 
Hanover three or four davs before you. By what |^ 
have already feen of the German courts, I am fmei 
muft have obfervetl that they are much more nice 
fcrupulous, in points of ceremony, refpedl and i 
tion, than the greater courts of France and'Enj 
You will ther;?tore, I ampcrfuaded, attend to i 
nuteft cirrumilanees of adtlrefs and behaviour. 
body in the world is more exafl inali points of 
breeding than the Vm^ v ^\\^\x.\a xJcnr -^rt of. 
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leaft negligence, or the flighteft inattention, reported 
to him, may do you infinite prejudice j as their coii- 
tiaries would fervice. 

If Lord Albei marie (as I believe he did) trufted you 
with the lecret affairs of his department, let the duke 
of Newcaftle know that he did lo ; whicli will be an 
inducement to him to trufl you too, and poiTibly to 
*inploy you in affairs of confequcnce. Tell him tnat> 
iliough you are young, you know the importance of 
ccrecy in bufineis, and can keep a fecret ; that I have 
always inculcated this dodrine into you, and have 
moreover ftricily forbidden yOu ever to communicate^ 
even to me, any matters of i fecret nature which you 
may happen to be truited with in the courfe of bu* 
Gnefs. 

As for bufinefs, I think I can truft you to yourfelf ^ 
but I wifli I could fay as much for you with regard to 
thofe exterior accomplifhments, which are abiolutely 
neceffary to fmooth and ihorten the way to it. I wiH 
.ct you into one fecret concerning mylelf ; which is, 
hat I owe much more of the fuccefs which I have had 
'^ the world, to my manners, tlian to any fuperior de- 
^i"ee of merit or knowledge. I defired to plcafe, and 

rieglefted none of the mean?. This I can affure you^ 
'ithout any falfe modefty, is the truth. You have 
"i ore knowledge than I had at your age, but then I had 
"^ uch more attention and good-breeding than you.— 
-all it vanity, if you pleafe, and poflibly it was fo j 
Vit my great objeft was to make every man I met with, 
^fpect me, and every woman like me. I often fucceed- 
^l : but why? By taking great pains*, for otherwife 

never ihould ; my figure by no means entitled me to- 
*^ and I had certainly an up-hill game : whereas your 
countenance would help you, if you made the mod of 
*a and profcribed for ever the guilty, gloomy, and fu« 
'^real part of it. 

If you have time to read at Hanover, pray let the 
^ooks you read be all relative to the hiftory and confli- 
Ution of that country, which I would Vvjcst. ^^>\V\NK!r« 
s corre6hly as any Hanoverian \u tVie \n\vcA& ^X^G^^'t-aNs. 
nforni yourfclf of the powers oi xSx^ &-ixV^%> •^-cA.^'^'^ 
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r.aturc nnd extent of the fcvernl judicatures ; the ] 
ikul.ir aviivL J of trdde and commcrc*: of Ike men, h 
burjf, .iiul Suile ; the detiiils aiui value of the mii.e 
tliL Hart/. I'wo or three lliort books will give you 
cuili!;- ; tf ;ill tlu'fe thini;s j and converfation, tur 
iijv)M thi»l"c hi bj eels, will do the reil, and better t 
loo'vS t\lP. 

Ar, I If.vc to provide eventually for every thing t 
f .111 ]iotli'i3ly haj'jpen, I will fuppok the worll that i 
befall vmi at Hanover. In tlut cafe, I would have] 
po inmu'd lately to the duke of Ncwcallle, and beg 
^'rare's advice, t>r rather orders, what you ihoulA c 
I'.ddinj; that his advice will always be orders to y 
Yi»u wiH tell him, that, though you are cxceedin 
nuirtified, you are muchlefb fo than you fliould otl 
wife be, from the conlideration, that, being utterly i 

known to his M , his objedlron co-uld not be J 

fonal to you, and could only arife from circumftai 
which it was not in your power either to prevent or: 
mei-y : that if his grace thou|jht that your continui 
any longer tliere would be dilagfeeable, you entrol 
liini to tell you f o i and that, u)x>n the whole, you] 
Icricd youriclf entirely to him, whofe orders you flioi 
ivoll fxrupuloufly obey. But tins precaution, 1 darcf 
will prove unneceflluy *, however, it is always right 
be prepared for all evcnts^the worli as well as the W 
it prevents hurry and furprife, two dangerous (ituati€ 
in bufiUefs.: for I know no one thing fo iifeful, fon 
ceilary in allbufmefs,as great coolnefs and fleadincS 
they give an incredible advantage over whomever $ 
lias to ilo with. i 

I wrote, above a raont?^ ago, to Lord Albcrmarii? 
thank him for. all his kindnelies to you ; but pray M 
you done as much ? Thofe are the neceflary attentM 
which fliould never be omitted, efpecially in the bcp 
ning of life when a character is to be eitablxihecl» " 

'i'hat ready wit which you fo partially aIlo\ir nac, 

fo juflly Sir Charles Williams, may create man] 

inircrs, but, take my word for it, it makes few frk 

It fliines and dazzles like the noon-day fun, but, 

llfiat too J is Yery %;)l to IcoxOcX) -d.xA >\x^^{Qte is all 
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;d. The milder morning and evening light vtriA 
of that planet footh and c^lm our minds. — Good 
:, complaifance, gentlenefs of manners, attentions, 
graces, are the only things that truly engage and 
bly keep the heart at long run. . Never feek for 
if it prefents itfelf, well and good ; but, even in, 
cafe, let your judgment interpofe ; and take care 
it be not at the expence of any body. — PopeTfays^ 
truly, 

There are whom Heaven has bleft wkh ftore of wit, 
Yet want as much again to govern it. 

nd in another place, I doubt with too much truth, 

For wit and judgment ever are at ftrife, 

Thoug-h anejinc each other's aid, like man and wife* 

he Germans arc very feldom troubled with any 
lordinary ebullition^ or cfFervefcences of wit, and 
not prudent to try it upon them j whoever does, 

iet folido,* 

eniembev to write me very minute accounts of all 
' tranfadlions at Hanover, for they excite both my 
itience and anxiety. Adieu I 



LETTER CL. 

m 

tiations at narto*ver^*,Ele3ion of Sing of the RomansA:,^ 
'eaknefs of the Houfe of Auftria%^yUviS of the diffisrtni 
2rties, 
OKAR FRIEND, London Auguft the 4th« 

m 

.ANOVER, where I take it for granted you are, 
prefent the feat and centre of foreign negotia-' 
> ; there are miiiifters from almoft every court in 
)pe ; and you have a fine opportunity or difplay- 
vith modelly, in converfation, your knowledge o£ 
matters now in agitation. The chief I take to 
le election of the king of the Romans, which, 
gh I defpair-of, 1 heartily wifti was brought about, 
wo realbns. The firft is, that I think it ma^ ij^cce- 
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vent a w.iv upon the death of the prefent emperor, 
who, though youngs and healthy, mdy poflibly t!ie,u 
young and heahhy people often do. The other isrhc 
vcrry rcafon that makes fome powers oppofe it, and 
others diflike it who do not openly oppofe it ; I mean, 
that it may tend to make the imperial dignity hereiii- 
tary in the houfc of Aullria ; which I heartily wiin, 
together with a very great incrcafe of power in the 
empire ; till when, Germany will never he any thing 
near a match for France. Cardinal Richelieu ihowed 
his fuperior abilities in nothing more than in thinii'ng 
710 pains i^.or expence too great to break the powcTW 
the houfe of Auftria in the empire. Ferdinand had 
certainly made limfelf abfolute, and the empire con- 
fcqucntly formidable to France, if that cardinal had 




was before Lewis tl\e Xlth, when princes of the blood 
at t]:;c head of provinces, and dukes of Britannv, &c 
always oppofed, and often gave laws to the crown. 
Nothinj^ but making the empire hereditary in the houfe 
of Aufiiia can give it thatflrength and efficiency which 
I wifh it ]\ad, for the fake of the balance of power. 
For while the princes of the empire are fo independent 
of the emperor, fo divided among themfelves, and fo 
open to the corruption of the beft bidders, it is ridicu- 
lous to expecl that Ccrmany ever will or can a£tasa 
compact and well-united body againft France. But as 
this notion of mine would as little pleafe ybme c/ cmt 
friendsy as many of our enemies,! would not advife yoU|. 
though you fliouM be of the fame opinion, to declare 
yourfclf too freely 'io. Could the ele£lor palatine be 
iatihficd, which I confvfs will be difficult, confidering 
the nature of his prctenfzons, the tenacioufnefs and 
haiigiilinefs of the court of Vienna, and our inability 
to do, as we have too often done, their work for them; ! 
I fay, if the elector palatine could be engaged to give 
/iis vote, I ft\ou\d t\\\vvV \\. vjom\^ W ^^^ht to proceed to 
ihe elecHon -witli a c\e2it tcv?C^ox\\.^ c^i ^^^ h^xr,-^ \ -ss^ 
Acaye llie king oi rx\3iSi^>^^^^^^ ^V.^qi «3!L ^^a^^S&«^ 
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to proteft and remonftrate as much as ever they pleafe. 
The former is too wife, and the latter too weak, in 
every refpedl, to aft in confequence of thofe protefts. 
The diftrafled fituation of France, with its ecclefiafti- 
cal and parliamentary quarrels, not to mention the ill- 
nefs and poffibly the death of the dauphin, will make 
the king of Pruffia, who is certainly no Frenchman in 
his heart, very cautious how he z&s as one. The 
eleftor of Saxony will be influenced by the king of Po- 
land, who muft be determined by RuiSa, confidering 
his views upon Poland, which, by the bye, I hope he 
v/'i\\ never obtain 5 I mean, as to making that crown 
hereditary in his family. As for his fon's having it by 
the precarious tenure of eleftion, by which his father 
now holds it, a la honn€ heure. But fhould Poland have a 
)od government under hereditary kings, there would 
►e a new devil raifed in Europe, that I do not know 
who could lay : I am fure I would not raife him, though 
on my own fide for the prefent. 
^ I do not know how I came to trouble my head fa 
much about politics to-day, which has been fo very 
free from them for fome years 5 I fuppofc it was be- 
caufe I knew that I was writing to the moft confum- 
mate politician of this, and his age. If I err, yoa 
will fet me right ; Jt^uid novijii rOiius iftis^ candidus im^ 
pertiy tiff.* 

I am exceflively impatient for your next letter, which 
I expeft by the firft poft from Hanover, to remove my 
anxiety, as I hope it will, not only with regard to yout 
health, but likewife to other things 5 in the mean time* 
in the language of a pedant, but with the tcndcrnefs 
cf a parent, Jkbeo te bene valere,f 

* Jf you kaow better, candidly impart your knowledge. 
T 1 coanuaod you to be well. 



f ■ 
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LEITER CLL 

Manrerj of different Csunhries „,Jibfurtl:ty of drinking Healths 

. . . F^Jkionable Manners . 

MY DEAR FKicNDi Lmdc Hj Septcixijer the 2al« 

jl HE day after the date of my laft, I received your 
letter of the 8tli. I approve extremely of your intend- 
ed progrefs, and am very glad that you go to the Gohr 
with Comte Schullemburg. I would have you fee 
every thing with your own eyes, and hear every lUng 
with your own ears ; fof I know, by very long expeii- 
cr.cc/that it is very unfafe to truft to other people's.— 
Viiniiy and interell caufe many mifreprefentations,and 
lolly caufes many more. Few people have parts enough 
lo relate cxaclly and judicioufly 5 and thofe who have, 
for fonie reafon or other, never fail to fink or to add 
fome clrcuniftances- 

The reception which you have met with at Hjuio- 
ver, 1 look upon as an omen of your being well rectir- 
cd every where elfe ; for, to tell you the truth, it was 
the place that I diftrufted the mod in that particular. 
Lnt there is a certain conducl, there are certain man- 
r*ers that will and mud get the better of all difficul- 
ties of that kind ; it is to acquire them that you ftiU 
continue abroad, and go from court to court : they arc 
perfonal, local, and temporal ^ they are modes which 
vary, and owe their exiftence to accidents^ whim, and 
humour ; ail the fenfe and reafon in the world would 
never point them out ; nothing but experience, ob- 
Icrvatioii, and what is called knowledge of the world, 
can poflibly teach them. For example, it is refpcflful 
to bow to the king of England j it is difrefpe&ful to 
bow to the kin^ of France ; it is the rule to courtefy 
to the emperor j and the proftratxon of the whole bo- 
ll y is rccjuired by eaftern monarchs* Thefe are eftab* 
liihcd ceremonies, and muft ,be complied witli 5 but 
why they were eilabJifhed, 1 defy fenfe and reafon to 
tcJJ u&. It is the fame ^ltcvotv^ ^11 tanks, where certain 
cuftoms are tcceivcAi ^t\<i w\m^ wtct^'^\^H\«. ^<Q^^ljieid i 
.with, though by uomtiw^^^'i i^Wvx^l V\>fc'MA'»ar. 
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fon. As for inftance, the very abfurd, though almoft 
waiverfal cuftom of drinking peonle's healths. Can 
there be any thing in the world lels relative to any oth-^ 
er man's health than my drinking a glafs of wine ? 
Common* fenfe, certainly, never pointed it out ; but 
yet common fenfe tells me I muft conform to it* 
Good fenfe bids one be civil, and endeavour to plcafe ; 
though nothing but experience and obfervation . can- 
teach one the means properly adapted to time, place, 
and perfons. This knowledge is the true objeft of a 
gentleman's travelling, if he travels as he aught to doi 
By frequenting good company in every country, he 
hi mfelf becomes of every country ; he is no longer an 
Englifhman, a Frenchman, or an* Italian, but he is an 
European : he adopts, refpeftively, the beft manners 
of every cpuntry ; and is a Frenchman at Paris, an 
Italian at Rome, an En^Hfhman at London. 

This advantage, I muft confefs, very feldom accrue* 
to my countrymen from their travelling ; as they have 
neither the deGre nor the means of getting into good 
company abroad : for in the fir ft place, they are con- 
foundedly bafliful ; and, in the next place, they either 
fpeuk no foreign language at all, or, if they do, it it 
baifbaroufly- You poiTefs all the advantages that'they 
want •, you know the languages in perfe£lion, and Havft 
conftantly kept the beft company in the places where 
you have been ; fo that you ought to be an European. 
Your canvas is folid and ftrong, your outlines are good; 
but remember, that you ftill want the beautiful colour- 
ing of Titian, and the delicate Graceful touches of 
Guido. Now is your time to got them; There is, in all 
good comp.inyi u faiirionablc air, countenance, manner, 
and phrafeolo^;)', which can only be acquired by being 
in good com piny, and verv attentive to all that paflea 
there. When you dine or fup at any well-bred man's 
hcufe, obferve carefully how he does the honours of 
his table to the different guefts. Attend to the com- 
pliments of congratulation, or condolence, that you hear 
a weH-bred man make to his fuperiors^ to Kv^^ <5.<:^'^% , 
avd tohisinfcriors ; watch evev\ \\\s tQ>\\\\.«\.-«xv^«i. "^^^ 
Jus tone of voice, for the^ ^W cQtA\\\^\sx'5s>R. ^^"^ 
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point of plcafing. There is n certain diftin^ 
ilicAion nf ;i ni.\ii of fafliion : he will not conteii 
IVU" wiih layijig,1ikc John Trott, to anew-ni 
."im:*., " tSir, • wilh vou much joy ;" or to a maai 
lir.s loft his fon, " h'ir, I am forry for your lofs^ 
ixiih with n countenance equally unmoved: but! 
I'.iy i!i L'tKcl the fame thing in a more elegant ad 
irivi.il mr.nniT, and with a countenance adaptdl 
tu-cation. ile will advance with warmth, nl 
;;i!d a cl.ccrful countenance, to the new mania 
;ini!, cmb>;^cinp[ him, perliaps fay to him, "J 
•* do jiiilicc re my attnchment to vou, you wiB 
*' cif the joy that 1 feel upon this occafion^l 
•« ti.:!:i I can cxprefs it," &c. To the othc| 
Hi I lion he will advance (lowly with a grave conll 
of countenance, in a more deliberate manner, ai 
A hnvcr voice perhaps lay, *' I hope you do i 
■' jufticc to be convinced that I feel whatever yi 
" and fhall ever be affefted where you i^ 
*« cerned." 



€2 



LETTER CLII. ^ 

C9urf 0/ Berlin,- Efic Pottrj,,.IIomer...Virgil,.»Mgltm 

,»XhLrUs XlL^Meroes. ^, 

MYPZAi rRiBND, Bith, OAobov; 

JL CONSIDER you no'v as at the court of aA 

where, if ever the defire of pleafmg animated^ 

iimft make you exert all the means of doing xt» 

\vill fee there, full as well, I dare fay, as Horacdl 

Rome, how ftates arc defended by arms, ad 

manners, and improved by laws. Nay, you 

Horace there, as well as an Auguftus ; I ha 

read over all his works that are publiflied, tH 

had read them more than once before. I was ^ 

to this bv his S^iede de Louis XIV. You are fo I 

cliiflic, that I queition whether you will alloil 

caiJ his iienriaje an epic poem, for want of thdj 

i^umh^V of gods, dcNiU^ mx.OftR^, -accA ^>i3ftRx ^hlj 
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reqaifite for the machinery : wlilch machinery is (if 
itemb) neccfiary to cor.ilituts theEpopi'c. lUit wheth- 
er you Jo or not, I will dechire (though poITiblv to mv 
own Ihame) that I never read any epic poem with near 
£o much pkafure. I am grown old, and have polFiblj 
loft a great deal of tAat fire which formerly made mc 
love fire in others at any rate, and however attended 
with fmoke : but now I muft have all fcnfc, and can- 
not, for tlTC fake of five righteous luies, forgive a thou- 
fand abfurd ones. 

In this difpofition of mind, judge whether I can read 
all Homer through. I admire his beauties : but, to tell 
you the truth, wnen he flumbers I fleep. Virgil, 1 con- 
fefs, IS all fcnfc, and therefore I like nim better than 
his model ; but he is often languid, efpecially in his 
five or fix lad books, during which I am obli)jed to take 
a good deal of fnuff*. Eefides, I profcfs my lei f an ally 
ol Turnus, againil the pious j£neas, who, like many 
fpi-difant * pious people, does the mod flagrant injul-- 
tice and vioK'nce, in order to execute what they impu- 
dently call the will of heaven. But what will you lay, 
v^hen I tell you truly, that I cannot poflTibly read our 
countryman Milton tlirough ? I acknowlecige him to 
have lome moll fublimc pafTagcs, fome prodigious 
flaflies of Hght ; but then you mud acknowledge, that 
light is often followed by darkncfs wfible^ to ufc Iiis own 
expreifion. Befides, not havir^ the honour to bj ac- 

au.iiined with any of the parties in his poem, except 
le m.Mi and :he v/omim, the charadters and fpeechca 
of a dozen or two of angels, and of as many devils, are 
as niuch above my reacn as my entertainment. Keep 
thia f-crcl for mc *, for if it (hould be known, 1 Hioukl 
be .ibuf-jd x>-j '•'.ery t:i!tclcfs p*:d«irit in Rn:/]>»rjfl. V/liat- 
ev^.r I have fald lo thf: difHc-vanrage of rff^fr tlur*-. j#o- 
cr:=, hold, rr.iy.h iWor»i':cr ^igainft I 'ff/i'-". fr.Tnf,!- 
le.T.mc : 1:;-. rrac h*; h:i . vrry firif hh'I jr!4f,r,jr ra/^ fff 
p'--:r/ •, '\j^\ *A'.*iu :hey ar': ^r.Iy rr»^'^*Os , rJi« / '*^t f\^\ 
tJ-r.i ^ifi^p \z \ zrA ^7r fu'T*''"! hy f.; T fi'i -z^*. 
£c*;r €n.i,:ij ar.cl af;f'-fd Ufiy»iU^ti\tf.^^ w.f'i*f ■*!'■ 




the majlacrc, aiu! then of the laniine, at 
love ever painted with more truth and m 
in thu niiiih book r Not better in ny niin 
fourth of Viv|;l!. I^pon the whole, witl 



\\\z ii> ihi' Uricleft llatute hiws of the Ej 
r.r court ot equity it is one as it is. 

(.io(n!-n";Jit to you, chiM ! for I am j 
XcAx at thv! Jiour at which I fuppof* you 
to liw at Berlin. 
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Pctultir }'^:narchs.,.Art ef Pli:::f.".g.,.Im^€dhi\ 
2'c:iaj[,. Fri:.\\ .h attention,. .Bujhfui. fs . D 
.. Dukt cj i^ia"lt'cro:t^a,.,jlniice toajjociati 
In Af^e and Rank, 

MY rsAR FRiEXD> Bath^ N< 

Ji T IS a very old and very true maxim, tli 
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tally, and of gaining the affeaions of thofe with whom j 
he converfes, poffcfles a ftrength which nothing elfe | 
can give him : a ftrength which facilitates and helps ; 
his rife ; and which, in cafe of accidents, breaks his 
fall. Few people of your age fufficiently confider this 
great point "of popularity -, and, when they grow older 
and wifer, drive in vain to recover what they left by 
their negligence. There are three principal caufes 
that hinder them from acquiring this ufeful ftrength ; 
pride, inattention, and mawvaifi bonU, The firft, 1 will 
not, I cannot fufpcft you of ; it is too much below 
your underftanding. i ou cannot, and I am furc you 
do not, think yourfelf ^iperior by nature to the Savoy- 
ard who cleans your room, or the footman who cleans 
your fhoes ; but you may rejoice, and with reafon, at 
the difference that Providence has made in your fa- 
vour. Enjoy all thofe advantages ; but witnout in- 
fulting thofe who are unfortunate enougli to want 
them, or even doing any thing unneceflarily that may 
remind them of that want. For my own part, I am 
more upon my guard as to my behaviour to my ferv- 
ants, and others who are called my inferiors, than I am 
towards my equals *, for fear of being fufpefted of 
that mean and ungenerous fentiment, of dcfiring. to 
make others feel that difference which fonune has, 
and perhaps, too, undefervedly, made between us. 
Young people do not enough attend to this ; but 
falfely imagine that the imperuive mood, and a Fough 
tone of authority and decifion, are indications of fpirit 
and courage. Inattention is always looked upon, 
though lometimes unjuftly, as the cffeft of pride and 
contempt ; and where it is thought fo, is never for- 
given. In this article, young people are generally ex- 
ceedingly to blame, and oflfend extremely. Their 
whole attention is engrofTed by their particular fet of 
acquaintance, and by fome few glaring and exalted ob- 
jeas of rank, beauty, or parts : all the reft they think 
lb little worth their care, that they negledl even com- 
mon civility towards them. I 'wttV ^itmC^^^ c^\&.^^^\a 
you, that this was one of my gce^X i^xsXx.^ ^V^-^"^ ^"^ 
pff^ur^gc. Very attcuUN^ to ^\^^? "^^^"^ ^^^' 
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court circle in which I flood enchanted^ T confidercd 

'J every thing elfe as beurgeois, and unworthy of common 
civihty \ 1 paid my court aifiduloufly aiid (kilfully 
enough to ihining and diitinguiihed Dgurcs> fuch as 
miniScrs, wits, and beauties ; but then 1 moft abfurJ- 
ly and imprudently neglected, and confcquently of- 
fended all others. By this folly I made myfelf a thou- 
l^md enemies of both fexes ; who, thouch I thought 
them very infignificant, found means to nurt me ef- 
feudally, where I wanted to recommend myielf the 
moli. I was thought proud, though I w^as only i'm« 
prudent. A general eafy civility and attention to the 
co>nmon run of ugly women, and of middling men, 
both which I fillily tnought, called, and treated as odd 
people, would have made me as many friends as, by 
the contrary condudl, I made myfelf enemies. All 
this too was a pure perti -, fori miglit equally, and even 
more fuccefsfully, have made my court where I had 
particular views to gratify. I will allow that this talk 

. IS often very unpleafant, and that one gays, with fomc 
unwillingnefs, tnat tribute of attention to dull and te- 
dious men, and to old and ugly women ; but it is the 
lowed price of popularity and general applaufe, which 
are very well worth purcIiaGng, were they much dear* 
cr. I conclud'.* this he-id with this advice to you : gain, 
by particuh*r alhduity and addrcfs, the mcu and wo- 
meia you want •, and, by an univerfal civility and aN 
tention, pleafe every body fo far as to have their good 
word, if not their good will ; or, at leaft, as to fccuie 
a partial neutrality. 

Mawvaijt honte not only hinders young people from 
making a great many friends, but ihakes them a great 
many enemies. They are alhaiped of doing the thing 
that they know to be rights and would otherwife do, 
for fear of the momentary laugli of fome fine gendc* 
man or lady. 1 have been iu this cafe, atid have often 
wiflied an cbfcure acquaintance furtlier, for meeting 
and taking notice of me, when I was in what I thought 
stnd calltul fine cott\^^tv^» 1 Iwre returned their j 

noticii (hiJv, awkwatA\^. -jiv^ cc>x^^'t^^xv^H^^«!i^^^^ \ 

fox fear cf'a mom^ux^n \QVjcvttfA w^^kww^j, -tt^* 
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ought to have done, that the very people who would 

have joked upon me at firft, would have efteemed me 

the more for it afterwards. An example explains a 

rule bed : fuppofe you were walking in the Thuillc- 

xies with fome fine folks, and that you fhould unex- 

pefledly meet your old acquaintance, little crooked 

Grierfon ; what would you do ? I will tell you what 

you (hould do, by telling you what I would now do in 

that cafe myfelf. I would run up to him, and embrace 

him ; fay lome kind things to him, and then return 

to my company. There I fliould be immediately afk- 

ed : Mais qu*efi-ce que c'eft done que cepetitfapajou que «i>ous 

gt*ve% embraffefi tendrement f Pour eel a P accolade a ete char'* 

mante \ I with a great deal more feftivity of that fort* 

To this I ftiould anfwer, without being tne leaft aftia- 

fned, but en badinant : fje nervous diraipas qui c*efi ; c^eft 

un petit ami que je tiensjncogn:to, qui a fin meritfy et qui, a ford 

d*etre connuy fait oublier fa figure, ^le me do»?tere7i'«vousy et 

je 'vous le prefenterai \ P And then, with a little more fe- 

rioufnefs, I would add, Maii dailleuts cefi queje m defit* 

*vou" jamais mes connoijfances , a caufe de leur etat ou de leur 

figure, llfaut aivoir bien peu de fentiments four lefain ^ 

'I'his would at once put an end to that momentary 

pleafantry, and give them all abetter opinion of me 

than they had before. Purfue fteadily, in a word, and 

without fear or fliame, whatever your reafon tells you 

is right, and what you fee is praflifed by people of 

more experience than yourfelf, and of eftabliined char- 

afters of good fenfe and good-breeding. 

After all this, perhaps you will fay that it is impof- 
fible to pleafe every body. I grant it : but it does not 
follow that one Ihould not therefore endeavour to 
pleafe as many as one cnn. Nay, I will go farther, and 
admit that it is impoffible for any man not to have 

+ \\ bo is that Jittlc monkey that you have been embracing fo ten- 
derly ? i 1. tecf.ption was C(i<i?ming 

X In pleafan'ry : O ! J woik*c tell you who he is 5 he is a litt'e pri- 
vate frimd ot mine, who has great merit, which, when known, would 
inakeyou forgft his appcarancet What will you give me if I intro-^ 
duce him to you ? 

§ But J mafk tell you, that 1 ntvet AU^iVo^n ttt»j %.^q{^<vciX'«v«.^v 
tbcr on accoun t# of I Kcir fitu;iUoa.oi av^^mwl^^ •• ^ to**' \»>iJs.^^' 
wio fentimeat to do ix* 
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fome enemies. But this truth, from long experience^ 
I allcrt, that he who has the moft friends, and die 
feweft enemies, is tlie ftrongeft ; will rife the higheft 
uith the leaft envy ; and fall, if he does fall, the gen* 
tie it, and the mxAl pitied. This is furcly an objeci 
worth purfuing. Purfue it according to the rules I 
have here given you. I will add one obfervation 
more, and two examples to enforce it ; and then, as 
the parfons fay, conclude. 

There is no one creature fo obfcure, fo low, or fo 
poor, who may not, by the ftrange and unaccouatabl: 
changes and viciiFitudes of human affairs, (bniehowcr 
other, and fomeiime or other, become an ufeful friend, 
or a troublefome enemy, to die grcateft and the rid* 
eft. — The late duke of Ormond was almoft the wcak- 
cft, but at the fame time, the beft bred, and the moll 
popuLir man in this kingdom. Hi3 education in courts 
and camps, joined to an cafy, gentle nature, had given 
him that habitual afTability, tliofe engaging manners, 
and thofe mechanical attentions, that almoll fupplied 
the place of every talent he wanted — and he wanted 
almoft every one- Tht^y procured him the lore of all 
men, without the eftecm of any. He was impeached 
after the death of queen Anne, only becaufe that hav- 
ing been engaged in the fame meafurcs with thofe who 
w«ie neccflarily to be impeached, Ms impeachment, for 
form's fake, became iieccirj»ry. tut he was impeached 
without acnmony, and without the leaft: intention that 
he flijuld fufFur. not^tljft'anding the party violenceof 
tliofe times. Th-j- Cjuefuoii for his impeachment, in 
thfj hoiii'e of comPv.>!is, was cavriod by many f*i\vtr 
\ztvs than any other que (lion of impeachment ; svA 
eiirl Stanhope, then Mr. Stanhope, and fctret;iiy cf 
ft.itc, who impeached him, very foon after negoti2lcd 
and concluded hiij accommodation with the late king, 
to whom he was to have bren prefented the next day- 
But the late biQiop of Rochefter, Atterbury, who 
thought that the Jacobite caufe might fufter by lofinff 
tht duke of OimowA, ^vtt^x.\xv•55^L\\i^^^^tld prevailea 
with the pooT vj^tiV tcv?lxv x.o \\i\\ •^H^•^^^•aLS&«x>eNC««U V 
that he was onVj to be ^>aafc^"va\a •^ei\Vjywaei>^SiS,as^ 
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Son, aiid not to be pardoned in confequence of Vt/ 
W hen his fubfequent attainder paffed, it excited mobs 
and difturbances in town. He had not a perfonal 
enemy in the world, and had a thoufand friends. AH 
this was fingly owing to his natural defire of pleafing, 
and to the mechanical means that his education, not 
his parts, had given him of doing it. — The other in- 
dance is the late duke of Marlborough, who ftudied the 
art of pleafing, becaufe he well knew the importance 
of it*, he enjoyed and ufed it mote than ever man did. 
He gained whoever he had a mind to gain ; and he had 
a mind to gain every body, becaufe he knew that every 
body was more or lefs worth gaining. Though his 

{lower, as minifter and general, made him many po- 
itical and party enemies, it did not make him one per- 
fonal one ; and the very people who would gladly have 
difplaced^ dif graced, and perhaps attainted the duke of 
JMarlborough, at the fame time perfonally loved Mr. 
Churchill, even though his private charafter was 
blemifhed by fordid avarice, the mod unaimable of all 
vices. He had wound up and turned his whole ma- 
chine to .pleafe and engage. He had an inimitable 
fiveetncfe and gentlenefs in his countenance, a tender- 
nefs in his manner of fpeaking, a graceful dignity in 
every motion, and an uni/erfal and minute attention to 
the lead things that could poflibly pieafe the leaft per- 
fon. This was all art in him j art, of which he well 
knew and enjoyed the advantages ; for no man ever 
had more interior ambition, piide^ and avarice^ than 
he had. 



LETTER CUV. 

•Countenance...RQUfhne/s in Manner s,,,Caha!tftical Writers 

"Turki/h H09ry.»,De/poii/m, 
MY DEAR rRXE^*p, Bath, Odeber the jgth^ 






VJ'F all the various ingredients that com^^fe.^'^.xj&su^ 
iftl and neccffiity art of pleafing, no oxvt *vs» to ^'Ss.^-^xS 
Mid engaging a$ that gentlearfs, lii^ iwMx ^ ^^^wsx 
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nance and manners, to which you are no ftranger, 
though a fworn enemy. Other people take great 
pains to conceal or difguife their natural imperfec- 
tions V fome, by the make of their clothes, and other 
arts, endeavour to conceal the defe£ls of their fhapej 
womeiH who unfortunately have natural bad com- 
plexions, lay on good ones j and both men and women, 
upon whom unkind nature has inliifted a furlinefs and 
ferocity of countenance, do at lead all they can, though 
often without fuccefs, to foften and mitigate it ; they 
aim at fmiies, though often in the attempt, like the 
devil in MilioUf .ihcy grin horribly^ a ghaftly JmiU. But 
you are the only perfon I ever knew^, in the whok 
courle of my life, who not only difdain, but abfolute- 
ly rcjcdt and difguife a great advantage that nature 
has kindly granted. You eafily guefs 1 mean wkntt- 
r.ance ; for ine has given you a very pleating one jbnt 
you beg to be excufed, you will not accept it, on the 
contrary take fuigular pains to put on the moftyiM^^'fi 
forbidding and unplealing one, that can pofliblybe 
imagined. This one would think impoflible, but yoB 
know it to be true. If you imagine that it gi\'cs you 
a manly, thoughtful and decifive air, as fome, though 
very few of your countrymen do, you are exceedingly 
miiiaken ; for it is at bed: the air of a German corpo- 
ral, part of whofe exercife is to look fierce. You will 
fay perhaps. What, am I always to be fludying my 
countenance, in order to wear this doucBur P I anfweri 
no \ do it but a fortnight, and you never will have oc- 
cafion to think of it more. Take but half the pains to 
recover the countenance that nature gave you, tnatyou 
mud have taken to difguife and deform it as you have 
and the bufmefs will be done. Give all your motions 
too an air of douceur^ which is direfily the reverfe of 
their prefent celerity and rapidity. Will you call this 
trouble ? It will not be half an hour's trouble to yott 
in a week's time. But fuppofe it be, pray tell me, why 
did you give yourfelf the trouble of learning to dance f 
It is neither a tcWgious^ tcvotA^ Ti^\ ^x\l duty. You 
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muft own, that you did it then fingly to pleafe, and 
you were in the right of it. Why do you wear fine 
clothes, and curl your hair ? Both are troublefome ; 
lank locks, and plain iiimfy rags are much eafien 
This then you alfo do in order to pleafe, and you dci 
very right. But then, reafon and adl confequentially ^ 
and endeavour to pleafe in other things too, ftill more 
cffential, and without which the trouble you have ta- 
ken in thofe is wholly thrown away. You are by no 
means ill-natured, and would you then moft unjuftly 
be reckoned fo ? Yet your common countenance inti- 
mates and would make aqy body, who did not know 
you, believe it. A-propa of this ; I muft tell you 
what was faid the other day to a fine lady whom you 
know, who is very good natured in trutli, but whofc 
common countenance implies ill-nature, even to bni- 

tality. It was Mifs H n, lady M y's niece^ 

■whom you have feen at Blackheath, and at lady Her- 
vey's. Lady M — y was faying to mc, that you had a 
▼cry engaging countenance when you had a mind to it> 
but that you had not always that mind ; upon which 
Mifs H II faid,that (he liked your countenance bed 
•when it was as glum as her own. Why then, replied 

lady M y, you two Ihould marry ; for, while yoa 

wear your worft countenances, nobody elfe will ven- 
ture ui>on either of you ; and they call her now Mrs. 
Stanhope. To complete thia dauctur of countenance 
and motions, which I fo earneftly recommend to you, 
you (hould carry it alfo to your expreffions and man- 
ner of thinking ; take the gentle, the favourable, the 
indulgent fide of moft queftions. I own, that the 
manly and fublime John Trott, jrour countryman, fcl- 
dom does 5 but, to ftiow his fpirit and dcciiion, tafcct 
the rough and harfh fide, which he generally adorns 
with an oath, to feem more formidable. This he only 
thinks fine ; for, to do John juftice, he 16 commonly 
as good natured as any body. Thefe are among the 
many little things which you have not, gmd I have liv- 
ed long enough in the world to know of what infinite 
confequence they are, in the courfe of life. Reafon 
then, I repeat it again, within yourfelf, iwjequ^mieilj j 

N u 




•'*?. . . -' ■ .■.'*>.-■■*•'»" 
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rt-.d let not the palne you Iwve taken, and ftill take, te 
picufc in fome things, be a pun feru f , by your negli- 
couce of, and inattention to others, of much lefs trou- 
ble, and much more confequence. 

I have been of late much engaged, or jathcr bewil- 
<lcred, in oriental hiftory, particularJy that of the Jews, 
Cnce the deftruftion of their temple, and their difpcr- 
iSon by Titus ; but the confufion and uncertainty of 
tlie whole, and the monftrous extravagances and falfe- 
ioods of the greateft part of it,difgufled me extrc*iiciy. 
Their Thalmud, their Mifchnah, their Targums, 2:id 
ether traditions and writings of their rabbins anu doc- 
■tors, who were moft of them cabilifts, are really more 
extravagant and abfurd, if poffible, than all that yoa 
have read in comte de Gabalisi and indeed moft of his 
iiutr is taken from them. Take this fam pie of their 
ronfenfc, which is tranfmitted in the writings of one 
of their moft confiderable rabbins. *• One Aljbas Saul, 
■^ man of ten feet high, was digging a grave, and hap- 
pened to find the eye of Goliath, in which he thought 
proper to bury himielf ; and fo (lid, all but his head| 
which the giant's eye was unfortunately not quite deep 
rnough to receive. This, I affure you, is the moi 
modcft lie of ten thoufand. I have alfo read the 
Turkifh hiftory, which, excepting the religious part, is 
:jot fabulous, though very poflibly not tr^ie. lor the 
Turks, having no notion of'^ letters, and being, even by 
their religion, forbidden the ufe of them, except for 
reading ar.d tranfcribing the Koran, tliey have nohif- 
torians of their own, nor any authentic records or me- 
morials for other hiltorians to work upon ; fo tJiat what 
hiftorics we have of that country are written by for- 
eigners, as Platina, Sir Paul Rycaut, Prince Cantemir, 
&c. or clfe fnatv'lies only of particular and Jliort pe- 
riods, bv fome who happened to rcfitle tlicre at thofe 
times, {uchas JUiilbequius, whom I ha\'e jufl: iinifhcd. 
I like him, as far as he goes, much the bcft of any of 
ithcni : but then his account is, properly only an ac- 
count of his own embafly from the emperor Charles 
t}\^ Vth. to So\Ym?^tvt\\eM."x^YrX\\:t,\vt. However, there 
-^ :^ ^S&T^fvSr&U*' - 
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he gives, cpifodlcally, the beft account I knew, of the 
cuftoms and manners of the Turks, and of the nature 
of that government, which is a mofl extraordinary one. 
For, defpotic as it always feems, and fometimes is, it is 
ill truth a military republic ; and the real power re- 
fines in the janiiFaries, who fometimes order their ful-^ 
tan to ftrangle his vizir, and fometimes the vizir to de- 
pofe or ftrangle his fwitan, accorciing as they happen to 
be angry at the one or the other. I ownr I am glad 
that the capital ftranglcr fliouid, in his turn, bey?"/a«- 
gleahUy and now and then ftrangled ; for I know of no. 
brute fo fierce, nor criminal fo guilty, as tlie creature 
called a fovereign, whether king, fultan or fophy, who 
thinks himfelf, either by divine or human right, vcftedT 
with an abfolute pov/er of dcllroying his feilow-crea- 
tun!s •, oc who, without inquiring into his right, law- 
Icfsly exerts tliat power. The moft excufeable of all 
thofe human monfters are the Turks^ whofe religion 
teaches them inevitable fatalifm* 

I do not yet hear one jot the better for all my bath- 
ings and', pumpings, though I have been here already 
full half my time ; I consequently go very little into 
company, oeing very little fit for any, I hope you 
keep company enough for us both ; yoa will get more 
by that, than I fhall by all my reading. I read fingly 
to amufe myfelf, and fill up my time, of which I have 
too much 'y but you have two much better reafons for 
going into company, pkafure and profit. May you 
nnd a great deal of both, in a great deal of company.— ^ 
Adieu ! 

LETTER CLVI. 

Court of M<inhtim. ..Good-breeding fecures a good Reception, ,i 
Affairs cf France. ..Danger to eftablijhed Goijernme nt c 
from the Military.,, jinot her Prophecy cf tk$ French Re-volu^ 
tion.,»7he Reafons, 

MY DEAR FRi£ND, Lordoii, Dcccmbcr- the 25th* 

Jl ESTERD AY again I recrac^ \.NNCi Vx\s.x'^ •;^\. ^'^^^ 
from you, the one of the *]\kiy ^\w^ oxXx^x ^^ "^^ ^^^ 
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You never had in your life fo cood a reafon fo? 
r.ot wrifiiig, either to me or to any bodv elfc, as vour 
lure finger htcly furniflied you. I oelieve it wzi 
•j>.ii:ifal, and I am glad it is cured 5 but a fore fin;;iT, 
l.^wcvtr painful, is a much leller evil than lazinefb, cf 
cirl.cr body or mind, and attended by fewer ill ccivrc- 
viicnces. 

I iuii very glad to hear that you were diftinguifted 
2t the court of ^lanheini, Irom the reft of year 
diiitiyrneri und fellow-travellers: it is a fign rAar 
)i:\i 'iivl bjttcr manners and addrefs than they, for, 
..i'aj 11 k>r granted, the beft-brcd people will ^.^Iw^ri 
by.- i:ie hell reecivtd, wherever they go. Good rean- 
-.•!;: '.ive the fettled medium of fociiil, as y/^<"// is of 
',omnereial life ; returns are equally expedcdfcr 
b;il: ; a:id people will no more advarxe their civility 
;o a bear, than their money to a bankrjjpt. I realiy 
both hope and believe that the German courts will do 
vou a great deal of good ; their ceremony and reftrain: 
tir.'nj; the proper corrcftives and antidotes for your 
r.e;':iirencc and inattention. I believe thev woulonot 
greatly reh(h your weltering in your own lazinefs and 
an caty chair ; nor take it very kindly, if, wheo diey 
fpoke to you, or you to them, you looked another way. 
As they give, fo they require attention ; and, by t*le 
way, tike this maxim for an undoubted truth, that no 
young man can pollibly improve in any company for 
■which he has not refpeifi enough to be under fomc dc- 
•^ree of rclhaint. 

As my letters to you frequently mifcarry, I will re- 
peat in this that part of my laft which related to your 
future motions. Whenever you fhall be tired of Ber- 
lin, go to Drefden ; where Sir Charles Williams will 
bt, who will receive you with open arms. He dined 
with me to-day ; ana fets out for Drefden in about Gx 
•v/eeks. He fpoke of you with ^rcat kindncfs, ?.ni 
impatience to fee you again. He will truft and emplcv j 
you ij) bufintfs (^AVid Uc Is now in the whole fecret oV I 
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ftance ; tlieygrow ferious^ and, in my opiiiion, will 
grow more and more fo every day-. The king is del- 
f)ifed, and I do not wonder at it y but he has brought 
it about to be hated at the lame timei which feldoni 
happens to thcr fame maBi His miniflers are known 

' to be as difunited as incapable : he hefitates between 
tlie church and the parliaments,^ like the' sfs^ in the 
fable, that ftarved between- two hampers of hay j^^ too 
much in love with his miftrefs to part with her, and 
too much afraid for his foul to enjoy her : jealous o£ 
the parliaments, who would fupport his authority ; 
and a devoted bigot to the church, that would deftroj 
it. The people are poor, confequently difcohtented r 

* thofe who have religion are divided in their notions of 
it 5. which is faying, that they hate one another. The 
clergy never do forgive, much lefs will they forgive the 

5arliament : the parliament never will lorgive them, 
'he army muft, without doubt, take, in their owa 
minds at lealt, different parts m all thefe dil^utesy 
which, upon occafion would break out. Armies though 
always the fupporters and tools of abfolute power tor 
the time being, are always the deftroyers of it too, by 
frequently changing tlie hands in whicn they think pro- 
per to lodge it. This waS' the cafe of the praetorian 
oands, who depofed and murdertd the monucrs they 
had raifedto opprefs mankind. Thejaniflaries in Tur- 
key, and the regiment of guards in Kuflia do the fame 
now. The French nation reafons freely, wlach they 
never did before, upon matters of religion and govern- 
ment ; the officers do fo too : in fliort, all the fymp- 
toms, which I have ever met with in hiftory, previous 
to great changes and revolutions in go?emment, 'now 
cxifl:,and daily increafe in France. I am glad of it ; the 
reft of Europe will be quieter, and have time to re- 
cover. England, I am fure, wants reft.; for it wants 
men and money : the republic of the United Provin- 
ces wants- both, ftill more : the other powers can- 
not well dance, irhen neither France, nor the mari. . 
time powers, can, as they ufed to do^ ija^ the ^\t^\:^^ 
The Grit fquabble in Europe, ia\?i\.\A^'t^^Rj^%Nfi^^ 
.^bout ib^ (;rown q{ Poland, ttv^A^W^^ ^^riv^^^cOws 
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p.iKs vi G-jrwiiny, to inform yourlc^f correcUy of ail 
iho iictails, difcullions and agreenienta, which thefw- 
cral wars, confifcations, bans, and treaties, occalioncd 
between the Bavarian and Palatine eleciorates ; tiitj 
arc intcrefthig and curious. 
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Parliament.. Means of acquiring DiftinSiion tkcrg.,.Neciff.tj 5/ 

not over- rating Mankind, 

MT DEAR FRiEM>9 Loiidon, February the jcli 

X CAN now witli great truth apply your own motto 
t<')V'>u, Nullum nunicn abeft fi fit prudent ia. You are furc 
of " krnir, as earlv as your age will permit, a member of 
tli'it lioufc, whicii is the omy road to figure and for- 
ratc in this country. Thofe indeed who are bred up 
?;•; w'A dlfiingulfli themfelvcs in particular profelFions, 
ui tlio ar:r.y, the navy, and the law, may by their own 
nv.'ilt r.»iie thcni (elves to a certain degree ; but you 
may obfrrve too, that they never get to the top, with- 
•jut the aHiilance of parliamentary talents and influ- 
rn-C. The means ot diftinguiihnig yourfelf in par- 
iiarsvjnt arc Hiiich more cafdy attained than I believe 
you imap;in J. Clofc attendance to the bufincfs of the 
houfc Vviil u-cn ^ytvc you the parliamentary routine ; and 



phacnome- 

jioii, a fu!;<.rn;4tural being, and endowed with fome 
•p-c iiiar [i\it of heaven : they Hare at him if he walks 



j»Worr.3 common l\io\i^\i\.?> v.'\x.\\ \\\^ ^ac^^ of elocution 
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and the elegancy of ftyle. The miracle will thert 
ccafc ; and you will be convi: .ced, that, with the fame 
application and attention to the fame objedls> you may 
moft certainly equal, and perhaps furpafs this prodigy. 

Sir W Y , with not a quarter of your parts, 

and not a thoufandth part of your knowledge, has, by 
a glibnefs of tongue fingly, raifcd himfelf lucceffively 
to the bell employments of the kingdom : he has beea 
lord of the Admiralty, lord of the Treafury, fecretary 
at war, and is now vice-treafurer of Ireland j and all 
this with a moft fullied, not to fay blafted chara£lcr. 
Reprefent the thine: to yourfelf, as it really 16, eafily at- 
tainable, and you will find it fo. Have but ambition 
enough paffionately to deGre the objed, and fpirit 
enough to ufe the means, and I will be anfw'crable for 
your fuccefs. When I was younger than you are, I 
refolved within myfclf that I would in all events be a 
fpcukcr in parliament, and a good one too, if I could. 
1 confequently never loft fight of that objeft, and 
never neglefted any of the means that I thought led to 
it. I fucceeded to a certain degree ; and, I aflure you 
with great eafe, and without fupcrior talents. Young 
people are very apt to over-rate both men and things, 
from not being enough acquainted with them. In pro- 
portion as you come to know them better, you will 
value them lefs. Y'ou will find that reafon, which al- 
ways ought to direft mankind, feldom docs ; but that 
paliions and weaknefles commonly ufurp its feat, and 
rule in its' ftead. You will find, that the ableft have 
their weak fides too, and are only comparatively able, 
with regard to the ftill weaker herd : having fewer 
weaknefles thcmfelves, they are able to avail themfelves 
of the innumerable ones of the generality of mankind: 
being more mafters of themfelves, they become more 
tafily mafters of others. They addrels themfelves to 
their weaknefles, their fenfes, their paflions ; never to 
their reafon 5 and confequently feldom fail of fuccefs, 
liut then, analyfe thofe great, tnofe governing, and, as 
the vulgar imagine, thole perfefl: elv^X'aLCks.\'b\ 7cs\v^ ^^^xi. 
vriUtim the groat Drutus ^ ^iaiftl Ssx Vks^w^^^^^*^ 
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great cardinal de Richelieu a jealous poctafter ; andtJ 
great duke of Marlboro irgh a niiler. 

Now, to bring all this home to my firft point— A" 
theie confidcrations ihould not only invite you to at- 
tempt to make a figure in parliament, but cncoursge 
Jou to Ivope that you (hall fucceed. To govern mac- 
ind, one mud not over-rate them; and* to pleafe an 
audience as a fpeaker, one mud not over-value if. 
When I firft came into the houfe or commons, I ret 
peeked that aflembly as a venerable one ; and felt 2 ce> 
tain awe upon me : but, uponbetter acquaintance, that 
awe foon vaniihed ; and I difcovered^ that of the bve 
hundred and fixty, not above thirty could underihcd 
reafon, and that all the reft were/M//r .* that tho/ethi> 
ty only required plain common fenfe,drefled up in good 
language ; and that all the others only required flow- 
ing and harmonious periods, whether they convejed 
any meaning or not 5 naving ears to hear, but notfenfe 
cnouffh to judge. Thcfe confidcrations made mcfpeak 
with little concern the firft time, with lefs the ftcond, 
and with none at all the third.. I gave myfelf nofaf- 
ther trouble about any thing, except my elocution and 
my ftyle ; prefuming, without mucfi vanity, that Ihad 
common lenfe fufficient not to talk nonfenfe. Fix 
thcfc three truths ftrongly in your mind : Firft, That 
it is abfolutely neceffiiry for you to fpeak in parlish 
ment ; fecondly. That it only requires a little human 
attention, and no fupernatural .gifts ; and, thirdly, 
That you have all the reafon in the vrorld- to thiu 
that you (hall Ipeak well. When we meet^ this Aall 
be the principal fubje£l of our converfation ; and, if 
70U willfollow my advice,I will anfwer for your fuccef8< 

LEITER CLVlil" ' 

Mthod in Bu/ine/s,,,Duke of Marlborough, ..Dukt of Alw0* 
€^U,..Zir Robert Walfolt.*.IkdolittC€ a Kind of Suitidiu* 
^ranjlattng* 

MY DiA» FAiiMft, Losdoii, Ftbmary thesStk' 

X HAVE received ^ow Vx\« o\ ^Cca. fij^cLViracc^.'^aeAr ' 

nidi, and gf the i\\hi\Qx^^^^iSw^\V».Vs^^ 
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Ifcceived that of the 31ft of January, to which you re- 
fer in the former. It is to this negligence and uncer- 
tainty of the poft that you owe your accidents between 
Nlunich and ICatilbon ; for, had you received my let- 
ters regularly, you would have received one from niC 
before you left Munich, in which I advifed you to flay, 
iince you were fo well there. But, at all events, you 
were in the wrong to fet out from Munich in fuch 
weather and fuch roads, fince you could never ima- 
gine that I had fet my heart fo much upon your going 
to Berlin as to venture your being buried in the fnow 
for it. But upon the whole, confidering all, you are 
very well offl 

Now that you are to be foon a man of bufinefs, I 
heartily wifti you would immediately begin to be a man 
of method ; nothing contributing more to facilitate 
and difpatch bufine^ than method and order. Have 
order and method in your accounts, in your reading, 
in the allotment of your time j in fliort, in every thing. 
You cannot conceive how much time you will lave by 
it, nor how much better every thing you do wUl be 
done. The duke of Marlborough did by no means fpendy 
but he flattemed himfelf into that immenfe debt, which 
is not yet near paid oft. The hurry and confuGon of the 
duke of Newcaftle do not proceed from his bufinefs, but 
from his want of method in it. Sir Robert Walpole,, 
who h^d ten times the bufmefs to do, was never feen in 
a hurry, becaufe he always did it with method. The 
head of a man who has bufinefs, and no method, nor 
order, is properly that rudis tndigeftaqut moles quam iextrt 
chaos f. As you mull be confcious that you are ex-^ 
tremely negligent and flatternly, I hope you will rc- 
folvt not to be fo for the future. Prevail with your- 
felf only to obferve good method and order for one 
foitnight ; and I will venture to afTure you, that you 
will never negledl: them afterwards, you will find fuch 
conveniency and advantage arifing from them. Me- 
thod is the great advantage that lawyers have over 
other people in fpeaking in parliameat\ €ot^ ^s. ^^-^ * 



m r*^ «h ( 



•/• r/ic ruJe and indi^eacd ni^U ^wVvtVv^ ^iiN^^ ^^''^'^ 
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mull ncccflarily obferve it in their pleadings in t!w 
couits of juftice, it becomes habitu^A to them every 
where eh'e. Without making you a compliment,! 
can tell you with pleafure, that order, method, and 
more activity of mmd, are all that you want, to make 
fome day or other, a confiderable figure in bufincfr. 
You have more ufcful knowledge, more difcernmcntof 
ch^.raclers, and much more difcretion, tinn is common 
at your age ; much more, I am fare, than I had at that 
2-^» Experience you cannot yet have, and therefore 
truft in the mean time to mine. I am an old travelkt •, 
am well acquainted with all the bye as well as the 
great roads : I cannot mifguidc you from-ignoranc:, 
and you are very fure I IhaTl not from defign. 

I can alTurc you, that you will have no opportunity 
of fubfcribing'yourfclf Rly Excellency 's> &c. Retire* 
ment and quiet were my choice fome years ago, while 
\ lip.d all my fcnles, and health and Ipirits enough to 
carry on bulinefs ; but no v I have loll my hearing, and 
find my conftitution declining daily, they are become 
my ncceflary and only refuge. 1 know myfelf, (no 
common piece of knowledge, let me tell you) I know 
what I can, what I cannot, and confequently what I 
ought todo. I ought not, and therefore will not, re- 
turn to bulinefs, wncn I am much kfs fit for it than I 
was when 1 quitted it. Still lefs will I ga to Ireland, 
where, from my deafnefs, and infirmities, I muftne- 
ctfiarily make a different figure from that which I once 
madsi there. My pride would be too much mortified 
by that (hillireiicc. Tiic two important fenfes of fce^ 
ing and h'-irl.';; ihould not only be good, but quick in 
bulin:fs ; an.. ' •: bulinefs of a lord lieutenant ofIrc»- 




doing the bufinefs him4clf, but giving it 
up to favourites, that has occafioned all this confufiofl 
in Ireland; and it was my doing the whole myfelf, with- 
out either favourite, miniltcr, or miftrefs^ that made 
xuy adminiflraVu>n fo twvoo\\\ ^.^^ o^vi'u \ t^membcr, 
when I named t\\e Vatc Mt. \a^^«S. Vst TK^-^^^xr5»x?\N 
every body w*s ruuciv iurjrvfe.^ %xSJk.\ ^xA'fe'wsA^K^fi 



POLITE EDUCATION. 44j 

# 

friends reprefentcxl to mc, that he was no man of bu- 
ipcfs, but only a very genteel, pretty yomng fellow ; I- 
aflured them, and with truth, that was the very 
r£afon why I chofe him : for that I was refoWd to do 
all the bufinefs myfelf, and without even the fufpicion 
of having a minilter ; which the lord lieutenant's fe- 
cretary,ii he is a man of buGnefs, is always fuppofedf 
and commonly with reafon, to be. My only remaining 
ambition is now to be the counfellor and minifter of 
your rifing ambition. Let me fee my own youth re- 
vived in you ; let me be your Mentor, and, with your 
parts ani knowledge, I promife you, you ftiall go far. 
1 ou muft bring, on your part, aftivity and attention, 
and I will point out to you the proper objefts for them. 
I own I fear hut one thing for you, and that is what 
one has generally the leaft reafon to fear, from one of 
your age, I mean yf.xir lazinefs ; which, if yon indulge, 
will make you llagnate in a contemptible obfcurity all 
your life. It will hinder you from doing any thing 
that will deferve to be written, or from writing any 
diiiig that may deferve to be r^ad; and yet one or other 
of thefe two objedis fhould be at teaft aimed at by every 
rational being. I look upon indolence as a fort oi/ui* 
xide \ for the man is effe£tually deftroyed, though the 
appetites of the brute may furvive. Ufc yourfelf, there- 
fore, in time to be alert and diligent in your little con- 
cerns: never procraftinate, never put off till to-morrow, 

rs at a 

Leadily 

furmount- 

.aible) rather animate than flacken your endeavours* 
.Perleverance has iiirprifing effefts. 

I wifli you would. ufe youtfclf to tranflate, every day, 
only three or four lines, from any book, in any lan- 
guage, into the corre6te{l and moll elegant Eiiglifh 
that you can think of ; you cannot imagine how it will 
i«fenlibly form your ftyle, and give you an habitual 
elegancy : it would not take you up a quarter of an 
hour in a day. This letter is lo long, that it will hard- 
ly leave you that quarter of anhoviv^ \.V\<t ^•^c^^'^n^.^sj- 
4>ciFe iU . iS>o good night. 
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LETTER CLTX. 

V^iUfi of Mr. Pilham. . Mit ijierial Changes, , ,AhJurd Pe!::::d 

Sfeckla/ions.,,Mr, Fcjc. 
MY rz.'iR Fiii2ND| LiOndonj March the Sdi 



A 



GREAT and uncxpccJed event has lately kp- 
ror.v.d ill our nir.ullcriiU world — Mr. Pclham dicdM 
r»Irnd?.y, of a fever rind mortific:ition, occafioned by a | 
ceiier.il corruption of his whole m^ls of blood, whLh ; 
had broken out into fores in his back. I regret him as i 
an old ojquaintancc^ a pretty near relation, and apfr . 
Witc man, \wth whom I have lived many years ma ' 
fecial and fviciidJy way. He moaned well to the pub- 
lic, and was incorrupt in a poft where corruprioii u 
co!nmonly contagious. If he was no fliining, entcr- 
r.rihni: mi!\iiler, he was a fiifcone, which 1 like occrer. 
Very fnining miniftcrs, like the fun, are apt tofcorch 
when tliey Ir.ine the brightcft : in our conftitution,! 
^^rcfer the milder li^jlit of a Icfs glaring miniftcr. Hii 
lucceilbr is not yet, at leaft publicly, dtjignatuu You 
will eafdy fuppoic tliat many are very willing, and very 
few nble to fill that poft. V'arious perfons are talked 
o 

iMi. rox 13 tne moic taiKcci ox ; ne is urongiy luppo 
by the d'lkc of Cumberland. Mr. l-«egge the foiicitor 
general, iinU Dr. JjCc, arc likcwife all ipoken of, upon 
the foot of the duke of Newcaille's and the chancellor's 
interclt. Should it be any one of the three laft, I think • 
no great alterations v/ill enfue ; but fliould Mr. Fox , 
prevail, it would, in my opinion, foon produce changcf ^ 
by no !iv\ir.s favourable to the duke of Newcaftle. in i 
the mean time, the wild conjeclures of volunteer poli- | 
tici.iDs, and the ridiculous importance which, upon 
thcfj r.coafions, blockheads always endeavour to give 
themfelve^, by ((rave looks, fignilicant ihrugs, and in- 
fignificant whilpcrs, arc very entertaining to a byc- 
(tarder, as, happily I now am. One knows Jhmfthin^^ 
but is not yetiit liberty to tell it ; another has heard 
fomcthing fiom a. vcvj ^ooC^ \Yax\^% -jitbATd congratu- 
lates himfelf upon ?i ccmvcv C^^^x^^i. q?1 v«C\xsv-iK^ Ni\5»Si. 
be has long IvAd vcVlU ^n^H ^^^ ^'^ "^^^ W8w^\^«ft»> 
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though, perhaps, he hasTiever fpoken twice to any one 
of them. In fliort, in thefe fort of intervals, vanity, 
intereft, and abfurdity, always difplay themfelves in the 
mod ridiculous light. One who has been fo long be- 
hind the fcenes, as I have, is much more diverted with 
tJie entertainment than thofc can be who only fee it 
from the pit and boxes. I know the whole machinery 
of the interior, and can laugh the better at the filly 
•wonder and wild conjedlures of the uninformed fpec- 
tators. 

I am this nuDment informed, and I believe truly, that 
Mr. Fox * is to fucceed Mr. Pelham as firft commif- 
' fioner of the Treafury and chancellor of the Exchequer; 
and your friend Mr. Yorke of the Hague, to fucceed 
Mr. Fox as fecretary at war. I am not forry for this 
promotion of Mr. Fox, as I have always been upon 
civil terms with him, and found him ready to do mc 
Rny little fervices.. He is frank and gentleman -like in 
his manner ; and, to a certain degree, I really believe 
wijl be your friend upon my account •, if you can af- 
terwards make him yours,upon your own, tant mieux. I 
tave nothing more to fay now, but adieu ! 

' LETTER CLX. 

Ifeceffityof Setf 'Command., JlorU Style... Phtlojcphy of Cicef 

and Plato. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, London, MiUTch thc 26th* 



Y: 



ESTERDAY I received your letter of the 15th, 
from Manheim, where I find you have been received in 
the ufual gracious manner ; which I hope you return 
in a graceful one. I am very glad that you wrote the 

letter to lord ^ which, in every different cafe that 

can pofliblv be fuppofed, was, I am fure,both a decent 
and a prudent ftcp. You will find it very difficult, 
-whenever we meet, to convince me that you could have 
any good rcafons for not doing it ; for I will for argu- 
ment s fake, fuppofe, what I cannot in reality believe, 
that he has both faid and done tlie word he.xaiild« o£ 



* Henry Foxj created lord Holland, bi(oa of Jmm 1^^ 

1763. _ 
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a!i«\ by you. What -then ? How will you litlp your- 
fclf I* Arc you in a filuation to hurt hiin ? Certainly 
not \ but lie certainly is m a iituation to hurt you* 
^Vc•u!^l you fliow a fullen, pouting, impotent rcleiit- 
nient r I hope not: leave that filJy unavailing fort of 
VLftninicnt to thofc who arc always guided by numour, 
ricver by rcaftm and prudence, f hat jiettilh pouting 
^.oiiducl is a great deal too young, and implies too little 
i^v.owlcdgc of ihc world for one wjio has {een fo much 
rf it ?.' vou have. Wlioever cannot mafter his humour, 
',t!'.»uK! k'-ive the world, and retire to fome hermitage 
IV. an unfrequented defart. By fliowing an unavailing 
..nd I'uUcn rcfentmcnt, you authorife the refentment 
of tliofe who can hurt you, and whom you cannot 
liurt ; and give them tliat very pretence which, per» 
h.iys, they wiflicd for, of breaking with and injuring 
you i wiiercas the contrary behaviour would lay thca 
iiiuicr tlie rellraints of decency a(^ lead ; and either 
iliaeklc or expofe their malice. Befides, captioufncfei ' 
fuiienncf-?, and pouting, are moft exceedingly illibeni 
and vulgar. | 

You judge very rightly, that I love hJlyU ieger rf 
ficHfi J. 1 do, and fo does every body w^ho has any pans 
and t.'fte. It fiiould, I confefs, be more or leis/fwJi 
<iccordi!ig to the fuhjeft 5 but at the fame time I afl'eiti 
tli.U tiK Tv-'is no fubjecl that maynot properly, and which 
ou;:l'ic ni-t to be »<lorned, by a certain elegancy and 
Inviutyof (hie. What can be more adorned than Cicx/^ 
!(.'< piiilolopliical works ? What more than Plato's ? It 
i^ 1 1 leir eloquence only that has prefcrved and tranfmit- 1 
;cc': lb., ni down to us through fo many centuries •, foj I 
\\x plul(4'>phy of them is wretched, and the reafonine 
l.nrt miferabic. But eloquence will always pleafe, and 
[\\: always pleafed. Study it therefore ; make it the 
objccl: of your thoughts and attention. TJfe yourfelf tt) 
Tjl'.Ue eieganiiy \ that is a good ftcp towards fpeakiog 
wcU in parli-.ui^.c^nt. Take fome political fubje£t, turnn 
in your thoughrF, confider what may be faid both foi 
and againil it, tlien put thofe arguments into writing ifl 
tX\z molt corrccl and elegant Engliih you can. JForkt- 



\U\sNi ^^-^vv^, 
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Sauce, a {landing army, a placerbill, &c. As to the 
former, confider, on one fide, the dangers arifing to a 
Free country from a great (landing military force ; ort 
the other fide, confider the neceifity of a force to repel 
Force with. Examine whether a (landing army, t^Iiough 
in itfelf an evil, may not, from circumllances, become 
a neceffary evil> and preventative of greater dangers.- 
As to the latter, confider how far places may bias and 
pvarp thecondufl of men, from the fervice of their 
country, into an. unwarrantable complaifance to the 
court ; and, on the other hand, confider whether the v 
can be fuppofed to have that efFe£l upon the conduct 
of people of probity and property, who are more fol- 
icily interefted in the permanent good of their country^ 
tlian they can be in an uncertain and precarious em- 
ployment. Seek for, and anfwer in your own mind, 
all the arguments that can be urged on either fide, and 
write them down in an elegant (lylc. This will pie- 
pare you for debating, and give you an habitual elo- 
quence ; for I would not grve a farthing for a mere 
Koliilay eloqiiencej difplayed once or twice in a fefiion, 
in a f-t declamation ; but I want an every-day, ready, 
and habitual eloquence, to adorn extempore and debating 
fpceches ; to make bufinefis not only clear but agree- 
able, and to pleafe even thofe whom you cannot inform^ 
and who do not defire to be informed. 

"When we meet at Spa, next Jtily, we mud have a 
great many ferioiis converfations *, in which I will pour 
out all my expL-ri^nCo o;* the world, and which, I hope, 
you will trufl to, more dian to your own young no- 
tions of men an«l thin'TS. You will in time di(covcr 
moll of Ll;iin to have been erroneous ; and, if you fol- 
1;}V' them lonfi, \nu will perceive your error too late j 
jiKjir you will l:c htd by a guide, who,you are fure, does 
not mean to i:ii-.!».'..d you, you will unite two thing** 
fcldom united in tlie fame i-H^rfon ; the vivacity and 
fpirit of youth, with the caution and experience of 
age. 

Laft Saturday, Sir Thomas Robinfon f , who had 

•f C'eaced lord Grantham in the year 1761, and dcvc^ vsikj^^ 

Cxi;aord'»aary arsJ plcnipotcatui^ to \Yit ^^uix. ^1 %^'i\^»^ V 
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been the king's minifter at Vienna, was declared fecrt- 
tary crt Hate for the fouthern' department, lord Hol- 
lieriic fs having taken the northern. Sir Thomas ac- 
i cptcd it unwillinglf , and, as 1 hear, with a promii'e 
fliat he fnall not keep it long. Both his health and 
^plrits are bad, two very difqualifying circumftantc:. 
it r th^it employment ; yours, } h >pe, will enable yoi:, 
i; me time or other, to go through with it. In all 
rvcnts aim at it, and if you fail or fall, let it at lead 
be fa id of you, magnis tamen exddit aufis if. Adieu. 

^^ \ ' LETTER CLXI. 

^rrajj2atioi:i.,Saults in Sty!e.»,FafiioM in Sfj/f„,SifrffuIariti. 

V. V hLAK FRIEND, l-oadon, April chc 5'.".. 

jL am very glad that you ufe- )rourfelf to tranflations ; 
•.i'-id I do not care of what, provided yoa ftudy the cor- 
Tvctnefs and elegancy of your ftyle.^ The life ofSextus 
*?;:iiiUis iii the bill book,, of the innumerable boob 
•vritten by Grcgorio Lcti -, but I would rather that you 
^liofe fome pieces of oratory for your tranflations ; 
whether ancient or modern, Latin or French ; which 
v.ould give you a more oratorical train of thought,'aad 
turn ot exprefiion. In your letter to me, you make 
life of two words, which, though true and correft Eng- 
llfh, are, however, from long difufe, become inelegant, 
and feem now to be ftifF, and formal, and in fome de- 
gree fcriptural : the firft is the word namelj^ which I 
you introduoe thus, you inform me ef a n/erj awreiahU 
piece of neivs, namely, that my eleSlion is fecund. In- I 
iU-d of namely^ I would always ufe, Wi/VA i/ I 
or that is, that my cledlion is fecurcd. The othe' f 
word is, mine ozv.t iTicliuatiens, this is certainly correclbcr 
fore a fubfequent word that begins with a vowel -, hut- 
it is too corredl:, and is now dilufcd as too formal, not- 
withftanding die hJai/a occafioned. by my o^mh. Every ' 
language has its peculiarities ; they are eftabliflied by 
ufigc, and, whether right or wrong,.tliey iitnft he^pDji:. J 
pJied with. I co\ild Iwftance many very abfurd ones in 
t/i/Fcrent languages \ Wtlo -aLwCcv^xv^^^Xs^ vV^g. j„| ^/ ^^r- 
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aixl /^ w//, are very good words in themfelves, and con- 
tribute to clearnefs, more than the relatives which we 
now fubftitute in their room ; but, however, they can- 
not be ufed, except in a fermon, or fome very grave 
and formal compofitions. It is with language as with 
; manners -, they are both eftabliibed by the ufage of 
J people of fafliion j it muft be imitated, it muft be com- 
' plied with. Singularity is only pardonable in old age 
] and retirement ^ 1 may now be as Angular as' I pleafe, 
but you may not. We will, when we meet, difcufs 
i, tbefe and many other point*, provided you will give me 
attention and credit ; without both which it is to no 
purpofe to advifc either yoii or any body elfe. Adieu. 

With this letter the fyftcm of education purfued and 
recommended by lord Cnefterfield may be conCdered 
as terminated. Young Stanhope returned to England 
immediately after the receipt of it. He took his feat 
in parliament in the courfe of the fpring j and was af- 
terwards appointed envoy to the court of Drefden^ 
whence he returned from indifpolition^ and died on the 
i6th of November 1768. 

MJXIMS....Bj thi Earl of CHESTERFIELD. 

XjL proper fecrecy is the only myftery of able 
Kien 5 myftery is the only lecrecy of weak and cun- 
ning ones. 

A man who tells nothing or who tells all, will equal- 
ly have nothing told him. 

If a fool knows a fecret, he tells it becaufe he is -a 
fool 5 if a knave knows one, he tells it wherever it is 
his intei-eft to tell it. Others are very apt to tell what 
fecrets they know, from the vanity ot having been 
trufted. Truft none of thefe, whenever you can 
help it. 

inattention to the prefent bufinefs, be it what it will; 
the doing one thing, and thinking at the fame time of 
another, or the attempting to do two thiu^^ -ifL cs^^^> 
are the never failing figns of a\\t\\^^ ix\NoV<:i\b.'b^^cKc^^> 

A msui who caanot command \^^ Xftm^^^O"^ "^^^ 
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lion, anil his countenance, fliould not think of behig a 
man of biifnicfs. The weakeft man in the world tan 
avail himfclf of the paffions of the wifeft. The inat- 
I'mtive man cannot know the buOnefs^and confequentiy 
cannot doit. And he who cannot command his coun- 
tcnpnce,may e'en as well tell his thoughts as fhowthem. 

Dillruft all thofe who love you extremely upon 2 
very flight acquaintance, and without any vifible reafon. 
'.tic upon your guard, too, againll thofe who confefc, as 
ilicir weakncflcs^ all the cardinal virtues. 

In vour friendihips, and ia your enmities, let yo\iT 
confidence and your hoftilities have certain bounds : 
make not the former dangerous, nor the latter irrecoa* 
cileable. There are firange vLciffitudes in bufinefs ! 

Smooth your way to the head, through the heart. 
The way of reafon is a good one j but it is commonly 
ibmcthing longer, and perhaps not fo fure. 

Spirit 13 now a very fa&onable word : to aft with 
fpirit, to fpeak with Ipirit, means only, to adt raflily, 
and to talk indifcreetly. An able man (hows his fpirit 
by gentle words and refoiute actions- : he is neitlier hot 
nor timid. 

AVhen a man of fenfe happens to be in that di&- 
grccable fituation in which he is obliged to afk himfclf 
more than once, Jyhat /hall I tU f he will anfwcr him- 
f;.lf, Nothing. \Vhen his reafon points out to him no 
•rood T.ay, or at Icafl no one way lefs bad than another, 
he will ftop lliort, and wait for light. A little bufy 
mind runs on ;■ t all events, muft be doing j and, like a 
Mind hori'c, frars no dangers, becaufe he fees none, li 

ftiut f^'u voir s^£Jtnuier» 

Tutlcncc is a moft necefliiry *qiuilification for bufi- 
nefs j many a man would rather you heard his ftory, 
than granted his requeft.. One muft fcem to hear tlic 
unreafor/able demands of the petulant, unmoved, and 
tlie tedious details of the dull, untired. That is the lead 
price that a man muft pay for a high n:ation. 

It is always right to deteft a frauds and to perceive 
a foJIy ; but it \s oitcn \et>j -wxoyv^ \.o ^-r^^c either. A 
man of hufmcfs (houYA ^Wti^?. VAN^\v\?.v\t^^if^\w-;^s^ 

muft oficn fcem 10 \v;o«^x\v^t£v^NJX\ 
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In courts, nobody fliould be below your management 
and attention ; the links that form tne court chain are 
innumerable and inconceivable. You muft hear with 
patience the dull grievances of a gentleman uflier, or a i 
page of the back Hairs, who, very probably, intrigues, : 
with fome near relation of the favourite maid, of the 
favourite miftrefs, of the favourite minifter,or, perhaps,, 
of the king himfelf ; and who, confequently, may do 
you more dark and indiredt good, or harm, than the 
firft man of quality. 

One good patipn at court may be fufEcient, provided ; 
you have no pcrfonal enemies 5 and, in order to have • 
none, you muft facrifice (as the Indians do to the devil) 
moft of your paffions, and much of your time, to the 
numberlefs evil beings, that infeft it : In order to pre- 
vent and avert the mifchiefs they can do you.. . 

A young man, be his merit what it will, can. never 1 
raife liimfelf v but muft, like the ivy round the oak^ 
twine himfelf round fome man of great power and in- i 
tereft. You muft belong to a minifter fome time, be- 
fore any body will belong to you ; and an inviolable 
lidelity to that minifter, even m his difgrace, vyll be 
meritorious, and recommend you to the next. Minifters 
love a perfonal, much more than a party attachment. 

As kings are begotten and Ijorn like other men, it i& 
to be prefumed tliat they are of the human fpcciesj and, 
perhaps,had they the fame cducation,they might prove 
like other men. But, flattered from their cradles, their 
hearts are corrupted, and their heads are tumed,fo that 
they fcem to be a fpecies by themfelves. No Jting ever 
faid to himfelf, homo fum^ nihil humani cl m$ alie/tum puts. 
Flattery cannot be too ftrong for them ; drunk with it 
from their infancy,like old clrink^rs,they require drams. 
They prefer a perfonal attachment to a puolic fervicc, 
and reward it better. They are vain and weak enough* 
to look upon it as a free-will oficring to their merit|^ 
and not as a burnt- facrifice to their power. ' 

In courts, baftifulncfs and timidity are js prejudicial 
on one hand as impudei>ce. txA t^Scvx^fe 'ws^ ^^"^ "^"^ 
cthcT. A proper affuran^e, »ai ^ cotiV\»Xi«t^^>^'^"i'v"^^ 
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I, a rational modefty, are the true and neceflary niediurB; | 
f' Never apply for what you fee very little probability 
' of obtainhie ; for you wUl, by afking improper and uii ■ 
r-ttainable tninjjs, accuftom the miniftcrs to refufc you 
fo often,, that 3iey will find it eafy to refufc you the 
nroperell and moll reafonable ones. It is a commoR,. 
but a mod miftaken rule at courtjto afk for every thing, 
in order to get fomething : you do get fomething by ir, 
it is true, but it is refufals and ridicule. 

There is a court jargon, a chit-chat, a fmall talk„ 
^rhich turns fmgly upon trities ; and which, in a great 
many words, fays little, or nothing, ft ftands fools in 
fteid o£ what tliey cannot fay,and men of fcnfe inftead 
of what they Ihould not fay. It is the proper language 
of levees, drawing rooms, and anti-chambers ; it is ne« 
ceflary to know it. 

Whatever a man is at court, he muftbe genteel and 
well-bred ; that cloak cavers as many follies, as that of 
charity does fms. I knew a man of great quality, and 
in a great ftation at court, confidered and- refpefted, 
whole higlieft chura£l:er was, that he was numbly 
proud, and genteely dull.. 

At tourt,peopJe embra'ce without acquaintance,fervc 
one another without friendfliip, and injure one another 
without hatred. lutcreft, not fentiment, is the growth 
of that foil. 

A difference of opinion,though in the mereft trifles, 
alienates little niihds, efpecially of high rank. It is full 
us eafy to commend as to blame a great man's cook,or 
his taylor : it is (hovter too; and the objcdls ar&no more 
worth difputing about, than the people are worth dif- 
puting with. It is impoffible to inform, but very eafy 
to difnleafe them. 

A checrfuly eafy countenance and behaviour, ai« 
very ufeful at court: they make fools think you a good- 
natured man ; and they make defigning men think you 
avi undefigning one. 

Cercinony is neceflary in courts, as the outwork asd 
defence of manners, ^r 

- Compliment, tViou^'i'Vi'jSfc co\tVv\s ^^\n«asSs!c\ 
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it has obtained fuch a currency, that it U no longer a 
fraudulent, but a legal payment. 

A fkilful negociator will moft carefully diftinguift 
between the little and the great objefts of his bufinefsi 
and will be as frank and open in the former as he will 
be fecret and pertinacious m the latter. 

He will, by his manners and addrefs, endeavour, at 
kaft,to make his public adyerfaries his perfonal friends. 
He will flatter and engage the man, while he counter* 
'works the minifter ; and he will never alienate people's 
minds from him, by wrangling for points, either akfo- 
lutely unattainablcjor not worth attaining. He willmakc 
even a merit of giving up what he could not orwouldtiot 
carry, and fell a trifle for a thoufand times its value. 

If a minifter refufes you a reafonable requefl, and either flights Of 
injures you, if you have not the power to gratify your refenrraent, 
have the wifdom to conceal it. Seeming good-humour on your part 
may prevent rancour on his, and,, perhaps, bring things right agam : 
but if yoahavc the power to hurt, hint modeftjy, that,, if provoked, 
you may pofiibly have the v/ill too.. Fear, when real, aad well foua^ 
ed, is, perhaps, a more prevailing motive at courts than love. 

At court, many more people can hurt that can help you; plcafe the 
foimer, but cn|a^e the latter, 

Avvkwardne» is a more real difad vantage than it Is generally thought 
to be j it often oecafions ridicule, it always leiTens dignity. 

A man" 8 own good breeding is bis beft fecurity. againft other people'^ 
ill manner?. 

Goofi-breeding carries along with it a dignity, that is rcfpc^ed by the 
tnoft petulant. Ill-breeding invites and autnorifes the familiarity of 
the moft timid.. No man ever faid a pert thirg to the duke of Marl- 
borough. NomiD ever faid a civil One (though many a flattering one) 
to Sir Robert Walpole. 

^hen the old clipped money was called in for a nev^r ct)inage in king 
William's time, to prevent the like for the future, they damped on the 
edges of the crown pieces thcfe words, Btdecus et tutamen. That is txm 
attiy the cafe of good breeding. 

Kjiowledge may give weight, but accomplifliments only give luftre ; 
and many rrrorc people fee than weigh. 

Moft arts require long ftudy and application j but the moft ufefui art 
of all, that of pleafing, requires only thedefirc. 

It is to be prefumed, that a man of common fenfe, who dees not 
defire to plcafe, defires nothing at all 5 fincc he muft know thathecaji- 
not obtain any thing without it. 

A foreign minifter, who is concerned in great 
affiurs, mull neceflTarily have fpies in his pay ; but he 
muft not ioo eafijy credit their inforn^ation, which 
is never exaftly true, often very falfe. His beft fijle^ 
will always be thofe whom \ie <^ots tvoX.^'bc^^ V^^. -^j^cv^^ 
he has engaged in his fervke b^ Vv\^ d^TX'^'^vx^i ^^^'■• 
drcfsjznd who think themCdvcs\\ot\x\^?>^^'^^^^=^ 
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'Ilicreis a certain jargon, which, in French, Ifiio!i!4 
call unperfifiagt d*affairesy that a foreign minifter ougk 
to be perfectly mafter of, and may ule very^ advam.ige- 
oufly at great entertainments, in mixed coropanies, and 
on all occafions where he niuft fpeak, and fliould fjy 
notliing. Well turned and well fpoken, it feeiiisio 
mean loniething, though in truth it means notliing. Ii 
is a kind of political badinage^ which prevents or tc* 
mo\ "s a thoufand diiTLCiilties, to which a foreign niiii- 
iller is expofed in mixed converfations. 

If ever the W/* jdcItGy and the penfieri firttti ?.:e ne- 
ceflary, they are fo in thefe afl'airs. A grave, dark, re- 
iv,ivO'.l, ami myfterious air, has fiTnum in cornu. An 
even, e.ify, untmbarrailcd one, invites confidence, and 
lea\ Oft no room for gueflcs and conjectures. 

A foreign rainiller (hould be a mod exact er onon^ 
ifl ; an cxpcnce proportioned to his appointments acl 
forti;.!v: is necclTarv : but, on the other hand, debt is 
in-^vitablc ruin to fiim. It finks him into dilgrace :t 
the ccurr where hi refides,. and into the moff fcn.il: 
:;iid cibjcci depci^.dancc on the court that fent liim. 
As lie cannot icfcnt ill ufage, he is fure to have enough 
in ir. The duke de Sully obfervcs very juftly, in his 
l\I«:nicirs, that i.otliingcrT: ri>jutt.d more to his rife than 
ihat prudent economy wiiijh V r. id obferved from his 
^\v,uh ; and by vhli.b. ht: ' .=^''..i->i a fum of money 
'Ll')ri*-h:inl, in c «i ' '?■ :■ :'. . 

ft i:; vt'iy •'■■! . - ' ;:.»i:cu].ir point of 

CC'nnpiN ; ' ;■:.;•■. on tlic pnrfi- 

ni(. ' •. ■;•.•'■ ■i,t'i;i other ca!?:ior. 

.. : iity is to be purch-ilcJ 

1 . ■ . . . ilc'pcnd fo much upon a 

rvi: . .•: •, iS it does upon his givirg 

h ■: !'■;.. ' . 't \-y proper to give at all. A man, 

Aj" i: f. "/h . . . Ir.ould give a fervant four flnllin;;s, 
v ::'! :\:S fc."* covetous, while he who tjav^ him a 
cr. \:i v.- )uld be reckoned generous : fo that the dxi- 
i'^r, •'! ' f;f thofe two oppolite charadiers turns upon 
o::.; liiiiiing. A m'.\n'?» c\Y.\r3L£\et^in that particular, do* 
/'.uio a j^rcat (\ea\ u\^ou>^\e,t^^oxx.Qi\\\'5.^^TL^'cr*v\t&.^ 
*i jnero trifle above commow v^-s^^ ^sv';i'6^^'?k'Cto£\t v»!««i. 

;^ivour.;Wc« 
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Take care ahvaye to form your eftablifliment fo 
much within your income, as to leave a fufficient fund 
for unexpected contingences and a prudent liberality. 
■ There is hardly a year, in any man's, life, in which 
a fmall fum of ready money may not be employed to 
gveat advantage. 

MAXIMS of ah Curdinal de RETZ. 

t- Jl\ middling underftanding, being fufceptiblc 
of unjuft fufpicions, is, confequently, of afl characters, 
the leaft fit to head a faSion — As the moft indifpenfa- 
ble qualification in fuch a chief is, to fupprefs, on ma- 
ny lOCcafiojis, and to conceal in all,even thebeft ground- 



ed fufpicions. 



2. Nothing animates and give ftrength to a commo- 
•tion fo much as the ridicule of him againfl: whom it is 
r^iCad. 

3. Amoti.g people ufed to affairs of moment, fccrecy 
is much lefs uncommon than is generally believed. 

4. Defccnding.to the little is the iureft way of at- 
taining to an equality with the .great. 

5. We are as often duped by -difEdence, as by con- 
fidence. 

. 4. The gieateft evils are not arrived at their utmofl 
period, until thofe who are in power have Jpft all 
.ienfeof ihame. At fuch a time, thofe who fliould 
obey fhake off all refpcdt and fubordi nation. Then 
icJ lethargic indolentie-roufed ; butrouied by convulfions* 
. 7. Timorous minds are much more incliiTed to de- 
liberate than to refolve. 

&• It is more difficult for the member of a faftion 
aliye with thofe of his own party, tlian to aft againlt 
thofe who oppofc it. 

9u Violent meafures are always dangerous ; but, 
when neceffiry, may then be looked upon as wife. 
They have, however, th^ advantage of never being; 
matter of indifrerency ; and, when wcU^c^fl^prfif^ 
rnuilb? dscifivc. " "^ 

10. Every thing in tbis wotVA V'a.^Xx.^ 
nicnt i vLTid tl-e height o5 ^QQ^ C^^^^^ 
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' T I. Profligacy, joined to ridicule, form the id* 
^ Diinable and moit dangerous of all charad^crs. 

* 12. Weak minds never yield when they ouri 

• 13. Examples taken from pad times have n 
' more power over the minds of men than any 
f age in which they live. Whatever we fee, gr 
' miliar ; and perhaps the confulfliip of Caligiua 
r might not have aftoniihed us fo much as we ai 
^ imagine. 

14. Weak minds arc commonly overpowe 
^ clamour. 

'* I !j. Wc ought never to contend for what virc 
^ likely to obtain, 

'*= 16. The hiftant in which we receive the m 
.^ vourable accounts, is juft that wherein wc ough 
y double our vigilance, even in regard to the moft 
.\ circumftances. 

^{^ 1 7. It is dangerous to have a kno^ai infiuenc 
^'^' the people ; as tiiereby we become refponfiblc e 
•^* what is done againft our will. 
■^*.' 1 8. One of the greateft difficulties in civil 
^* that more art is required to know what fliould I 
J ccaled from our friends, than what ought to 1 
\ againft our enemies. 

7^^ 19. The poffibility of remedying imprudent 
is commonly an inducement to commit them. 
29, In momentous affairs no ftep is indifFerci 
^^' 21. Nothing convinces perfons of aweak undc 
^^\ ing fo efFeftually, as what they do not comprd 
22. A certain degree of fear produces the ffl 
^^^ fe£ls as raflinefs. 

i'"'. 23. In affairs of importance, the choice of ri 
f Y of as much confequence as it would be fuperfli 
^il thofe of little moment. 

TT! 24. During thofe calms which immediately i 
-'^' ' violent ftorms, nothing is more difficult for nt 
^.^"^ than to aft properly 5 becaufe, while flaUery inil 
.:;l ijipttllUiiiiirc not yet fabfided. 

^"'^^^^•-- ■ FINIS. 
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